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P  A  R  T     II. 
A  VOYAGE  to  BROBDINGNAG. 

CHAP.    I. 

» 

Agreat  Jlorm  defended,  the  long-boat  fent  to  fetch  wa- 
ter, the  author  goes  -with  it  to  d  if  cover  the  country. 
He  is  left  on  Jhore,  is  feized  by  one  of  the.  natives  t 
and  carried  to  a  farmer  's  hoitfe.  His  reception,  luith 
feveral  accidents  that  happened  there.  A  defcription 
cf  the  inhabitants. 

AVING  been  condemned  by  nature  and 
fortune  to  an  a&ive  and  reftlefs  life,  in  two 
months  afrer  my  return,  I  again  left  my 
native  country,  and  took  fliipping  in  the  Downs  on 
the  aoth  day  of  June  1702,  in  the  Adventure,  Capt. 
John  Nicholas,  a  Cornifh  man,  commander,  bound 
for  Surat.  We  had  a  very  profperous  gale  till  we 
arrived  at  the  Cape  ot  Good  Hope,  where  we  land- 
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ed  for  frefh  warer,  but  difcovering  a  leak,  we  un- 
fhipped  our  goods,  and  wintered  there ;  for,  the 
captain  falling  lick  of  an  ague,  we  could  not  leave 
the  Cape  till  the  end  of  March,     We  then  fet  fail, 
and  had  a  good  voyage  till  we  palTed  the  Streights 
of  Madagascar  ;   but  having  got  northward  of  that 
ifland,  and  to  about  five  degrees  fouth  latitude,  the 
winds,  which  in  thofe  feas  are  obierved  to  blow  a 
conftant  equal  gale  between   the  north  and  weft, 
from  the   beginning  of  December  to  the  beginning 
of  May,  on  the  i9th  of  April  began  to  blow  with 
much  greater  violence,  and  more  wefterly  than  u- 
fual,   continuing  fo  for  twenty  days  together,  dur- 
ing which  time,  we  were  driven   a  little  to  the  eaft 
of  the   Molucca   iflands,  and  about   three  degrees 
northward  of  the  line,  as  our  captain  found  by  an 
obfervation  he  took  the  2d  of  May,  at  which  time 
the  wind  ceafed,   and  it  was  a  perfect  calm,  where- 
at I  was  not  a  little  rejoiced.     But  he,  being  a  man 
well  experienced  in  the  navigation  of  thofe  feas.,  bid 
us   all  prepare  againii  a  ftorm,  which  accordingly 
happened  the  day  following :   for  a  fouthern  wind, 
called  the  jouthtrn  ntonfoon,   began  to  fet  in. 

Finding  it  was  like  to  overblow,  we  took  in  our 
fprit-fail,  and  flood  by  to  hand  the  fore-fail;  bur, 
making  foul  weather,  we  looked  the  guns  were  all 
fa  ft,  and  handed  the  mizen.  The  ihip  lay  very- 
broad  off,  fo  we  thought  it  better  fpooning  befoie 
the  lea,  than  trying  or  hulling.  We  reeft  the  fore- 
fail  and  fet  him,  and  hawled  aft  the  fore  fheet ;  the 
helm  was  hard-a-weather.  The  fhip  wore  bravely. 
We  behyed  the  fore-down  hall ;  but  the  fail  was 
fplit,  and  we  hawled  down  the  yard,  and  got  the  fail 
into  the  fhip,  and  unbound  all  the  things  clear  of 
ir.  It  was  a  very  fierce  ilorm  ;  the  fea  broke  ftrangc 
and  dangerous.  We  hawled  off  upon  the  lanniard 
of  the  whip-ftaff,  and  helped  the  man  at  the  helm. 
We  would  not  get  down  our  top-inaft,  but '  let  all 
ftand,  bccaufe  fhe  fcudded  b.fore  the  fea  very  well, 
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and  we  knew  that,  the  top-matt  being  aloft,  the 
{hip  was  the  wholfomer,  and  made  better  way  thro' 
the  Tea,  itving  we  had  lea-room.  When  the  ftorm 
was  over,  we  let  fi.-'.c  :ail  and  main  fail,  and  brought 
the  ihip  t  >,  Then  we  let  che  mizen,  mam-top-fail, 
and  the  fore-  to- 1  "til.  Our  courfe  was  E-  N.  E.  the 
wind  was  at  S.  VV.  ."e  got  the  (larboard  tacks 
aboard,  we  cail  oiK  our  vv<  ather  braces  and  HFts  ; 
we  fet  in  ihe  lee-bra-;  os,  and  h-iuUd  forward  by  the 
weather  bowlings,  and  hauled  them  tight,  and  be- 
layed them,  and  bawled  over  the  mizen-tack  to 
windward,  and  kept  her  full  and  by  as  near  as  flic 
would  lie. 

During  this  ftorni,  which  was  followed  by  a 
ftrong  wind  W.  S.  W.  we  were  can  led  by  my  com- 
putation about  rive  hundred  leagues  to  the  E.  fo 
that  the  oldeil  failoron  board  could  not  tell  in  what 
part  of  the  world  we  were.  Our  proviiions  held 
out  well,  our  fhip  was  {launch,  and  our  crew  all 
in  good  health  ;  but  we  lay  in  the  utmoft  diftreis  - 
for  water.  We  thought  it  beft  to  hold  on  the  lame 

O 

courfe,  rather  than  turn  more  northerly,  which 
misht  have  brought  us  to  the  north  weft  parts  of 

o  o  * 

Great  Tartary,  and  into  the  frozen  lea. 

On  the  1 6th  of  June,  1703,  a  boy  on  the  top- 
maft  difcovered  land.  On  the  lyth,  we  came  in 
full  view  of  a  great  iflind  or  continent,  (for  we 
knew  not  whether,)  on  che  fouth  fide  whereof  was 
a  fmall  neck  of  land  jetting  out  into  the  fea,  and  a 
creek  too  (hallow  to  hold  a  fhip  of  above  one  hun- 
dred tons.  We  caft  anchor  within  a  league  of  this 
creek,  and  our  captain  fent  a  dozen  of  his  men  well- 
armed  in  the  long-boat,  with  veffds  for  water,  if 
any  could  be  found.  1  deilred  his  leave  to  go  with 
them,  that  I  might  fee  the  country,  and  make  what 
difcoveries  I  could.  When  we  came  to  land,  we  faw 
no  river  or  Ipring,  nor  any  fign  of  inhabitants. 
Our  men  therefore  wandered  on  the  fhore  to  fi;iJ 
cut  fome  frcfh  water  near  the  tea,  and  I  walked  a- 
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lone  about  a  mile  on  the  other  fide,  where  I  obferv" 
ed  the  country  all  barren  and  rocky.  I  now  began  I 
to  be  weary,  and,  feeing  nothing  to  entertain  my 
curiofity,  I  returned  gently  down  towards  the  creek  ; 
and  the  fea  being  full  in  my  view,  I  faw  our  men 
already  got  into  the  boat,  and  rowing  for  life  to  the 
fhip.  I  was  going  to  hollow  after  them,  although 
it  had  been  to  little  purpofe,  when  I  obferved  a 
huge  creature  walking  after  them  in  the  fea,  as  faffc 
as  he  could  ;  he  waded  not  much  deeper  than  his 
knee?,  and  took  prodigious  ftrides ;  but  our  men 
had  the  ftart  of  him  half  a  league,  and,  the  fea 
thereabouts  being  full  of  (harp-pointed  rocks,  the 
monfter  was  not  able  to  overtake  the  boat.  This  I 
was  afterwards  told,  for  I  durft  not  ftay  to  fes  the 
UTue  of  the  adventure  \  but  ran  as  fail  as  I  could 
the  way  1  firft  went,  and  then  climbed  up  a  fteep 
hiil,  which  gave  me  fome  profpec^  of  the  country* 
I  found  it  fully  cultivated  ;  but  that  which  firft  fur- 
prifed  me  was  the  length  of  the  grafs,  which,  in 
thofe  grounds  that  feemed  to  be  kept  for  hay,  was 
about  twenty  feet  high. 

I  fell  into  a  high-road,  for  fo  I  took  it  to  .be, 
though  it  ferved  to  the  inhabitants  Nonly  as  a  foot- 
path through  a  field  of  barley.  Here  I  walked  on 
for  fome  time,  but  could  fee  little  on  either  fide,  it 
heing  now  near  harveft,  and  the  corn  riling  at  leaft 
foriy  feet,  I  was  an  hour  walking  to  the  end  of 
this  field,  which  was  fenced  in  with  a  hedge  of  at 
haft  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  high,  and  the 
trees  fo  lofty,  that  I  could  make  no  computation  of 
their  altitude.  There  was  a  flile  to  pals  from  this 
field  into  the  next.  It  had  four  ileps,  and  a  ftone 
to  crofs  over  when  you  came  to  the  uppermorr. 
}t  was  impofilble  for  me  to  climb  this  flile,  becauie 
every  ftep  was  fix  feet  high,  and  the  upper  ftone 
above  twenty.  I  was  endeavouring  to  find  fome  gap 
in  the.  hedge,  when  I  difcovered  one  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  the  next  field  advancing  towards  the  ftile, 
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of  the  fame  fize  with  him  whom  I  faw  in  the  Tea 
purfuing  our  bo:U.  He  appeared  as  tall  as  an  or- 
dinary Tpire-fteeple,  and  took  about  ten  yards  at 
every  itride,  as  near  as  I  con]  I  guefs.  I  was  ftruck 
with  the  utmoft  fear  and  aftoniilnnent,  and  ran  to 
hide  myfelf  in  the  corr,  from  whence  I  faw  him 
at  the  top  of  the  ftile,  looking  back  into  the  next 
i-k-td  on  the  right  hand,  and  heard  him  call  in  a 
voice  many  degrees  louder  than  a  Tpeaking  trum- 
pet;  but  the  noife  was  To  high  in  the  air,  that  at 
firft  I  certainly  thought  it  was  thunder.  Where- 
upon feven  monfters,  like  himfelf,  came  towards 
him  with  rear>inG[  hooks  iu  their  hands,  each  hook 

i  kJ 

about  the  largenefi  of  fix  fcythes.  Tnefe  people 
\vere  not  fo  well  clad  as  the  firft,  whole  fervants  or 
laboureis  rheyfeemed  to  be  :  for,  upon  fome  words 
he  fpoke,  they  went  to  reap  the  corn  in  the  field 
•where  I  lay.  I  kept  from  them  at  as  great  a  diftance 
as  I  could,  but  was  forced  to  move  with  extreme 
difficulty,  for  the  flaiks  of  the  corn  were  fometimes 
not  above  a  foot  diitant,  fo  that  I  could  hardly 
iqueeze  my  body  betwixt  them.  However,  I  made 
a  fhifc  ro  go  forward,  till  I  came  to  a  part  of  the 
field  where  the  corn  had  been  laid  by  the  rain  and 
wind.  Here  it  was  impoffihle  for  me  to  advance  a 
Itep;  for  the  fialkswere  fo  interwoven,  that  I  could 
not  creep  through,  and  the  beards  of  the  fallen  ears 
ib  ftrong  and  pointed,  that  they  pierced  through 
my  clouhs  imo  my  fleih.  At  the  lame  time  I  heard 
the  reapers  not  above  an  hundred  yards  behind  me. 
Being  quite  difpirited  \\ith  toil,  and  wholly  over- 
come by  grief  and  defp/ir,  I  liy  do\vn  between  two 
ridges,  and  heanily  wiihed  I  might  there  end  my 
days.  I  bemoaned  mydefolate  widow,  and  fatherlcis 
children.  I  lamented  my  own  folly  and  wilfulnefs 
in  attempting  a  fecond  voyage  again :1  the  advice  of 
all  my  friend?  and  relit  ions.  In  this  terrible  agita- 
tion of  mind,  I  could  noc  f^ib^ar  thinking  of  .illi- 

^  ^j 

put,  whole  inhabitants  looked  upon  me  as  thegreat- 
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eft  prodigy  that  ever  appeared  in  the  world :  where 
I  was  able  to  draw  an  imperial  fleet  in  my  hand,  and 
perform  thofe  other  actions  which  will  be  recorded 
for  ever  in  the  chronicles  of  that  empire,  while  po- 
ilerity  fhall  hardly  believe  them,  although  attended 
by  millions.   I  reflected  what  a  mortification  it  muft 
prove  to  me,  to  appear  as  inconiiderable  in  this  na- 
tion, as  one  fingle  Lilliputian  would  be    among  us. 
But  this  I  conceived  was  to  be  the  leaft  of  my  mis- 
fortunes :   for,  as  human  creatures  are  obferved  to 
be  more  favage  and  cruel,  in  proportion  to  their 
bulk,  what  could  I  expect,  but  to  be  a  mcrfel  in  the 
mouth  of  the  nrft  among  thefe  enormous  barbari- 
ans,  that  fhould  happen  to  feize  me  ?  Undoubtedly 
philofophers  are  in  the  right  when  they  tell  us,  that 
nothing  is  great  or  little  otherwife  than  by  compa- 
ri''on.     It  might  have   pleafed   fortune  to  have  let 
the  Lilliputians  find  fome  nation,  where  the  people 
were   as   diminitive,  with  refpect  to  them,  as  they 
were  to  me,      And  who  knows  but  that  even  this 
prodigious  race  of  mortals  might  be  equally  over- 
matched in  fome  ditlant  part  of  the  world,  where- 
of we  have  yet  no  difcovery. 

Scared  and  confounded  as  I  was,  I  could  not  for- 
bear going  on  with  thefe  reflections,  when  one  of 
the  reapers,  approaching  within  ten  yards  of  the. 
ridge  where  I  lay,  made  me  apprehend,  that,  with 
the  next  fiep,  I  fnouid  be  iqu.iilicd  to  death  under 
his  foof,  or  cut  in  two  with  his  reaping  hook.  And 
therefore,  when  he  was  again  about  to  move,  I 
fci  earned  as  loud  as  fear  could  make  me.  Where- 
upon the  huge  creature  trod  fhort,  and,  looking 
rpund  about  under  him,  for  fome  time,  at  laft  ef- 
pit-d'me  as  I  hy  on  the  ground.  He  confidered  a 
while  with  the  caution  of  one  who  endeavours  to 
lay  hold  on  a  fmall  dangerous  anim.U,  in  fu  h  a 
manner  that  it  fhall  not  be  able  either  to  fcratch  or 
to  bite  him,  as  I  myfelf  have  fometimts  done  with  a 
wealcl  in  England.  At  length  he  ventured  to  take 

me 


Chap.  I.  A  VOYAGE  TO  BROBDINGNAG.     7* 

me  up  behind  by  the  middle,  between  his  fore-finger 
and  thumb,  and  brought  me  within  three  yards  of 
his  eyes,  that  he  might  behold  my  fhape  more  per- 
fectly. I  gueilcd  his  meaning,  and  my  good  fortune 
gave  me  Ib  much  prefcnce  of  mind,  that  I  relolved 
not  to  ftruggle  in  the  leaft  as  he  held  me  in  the  air, 
above  fixty  feet  from  the  ground,  although  he 
grievoufly  pinched  my  fides,  for  fear  I  {hould  flip 
through  his  fingers.  Alt  I  ventured  was,  to  raife 
mine  eyes  towards  the  fun,  and  place  my  hands  to- 
gether in  a  fupplicating  poffure,  and  to  fpeak  fome 
words  in  an  humble  melancholy  tone,  Suitable  to 
the  condition  I  then  was  in.  For  I  apprehended 
every  moment  thii  he  \vould  dafh  me  againft  the 
ground,  as  we  uiually  do  any  little  hateful  an'mal, 
which  we  have  a-mind  to  deftroy  *.  But  my  good 
ftar  would  have  ir,  that  he  appeared  p'eafc'd  with 
my  voice  and  geftures,  and  began  to  look  upon  me 
as  a  curiofity,  much  wondering  to  hear  me  pro- 
nounce articulate  words,  although  he  could  not 
underftand  them.  In  the  mean  time,  I  was  not 
able  to  forbear  groaning  and  fliedding  tears,  and 
turning  my  head  towards  ir.y  fides;  letting  him 
know,  as  well  as  I  could,  how  ciuelly  I  was  hurt 
by  the  prefTure  of  his  thumb  and  finger.  He  feem- 
ed  to  apprehend  my  meaning  ;  for,  lifting  up  the 
'hppet  of  his  coat,  he  put  me  gently  into  it,  and 
immediately  ran  along  with  me  to  his  mafter,  who 
was  a  fubftantial  farmer,  and  the  fame  perfcnlhad 
firit  icen  in  the  fit.U. 

The  farmer  having  (as  I  fuppore  by  their  talk,) 
received  fuch  an  account  of  me  as  his  iervant  could 
give  him,  took  a  piece  of  a  fmall  ft  raw,,  about  the 

*  Our  inattention  to  the  felHty  of  fer.fitive  bein:s  merely  because 
they  arc  i'r.ab,  is  her-  torcibly  reproved  :  Many  have  wan'-only  cruft- 
ed  an  infi-ft,  who  vould  fhu-Jdar  at  cutiing  the  th-.o-U  of  a  dogj  tut 
it  ftiould  always  be  remembered,  that  the  ieaft  of  ih.fe 


In  mortal  futrerance  feels  a  j^ang  as  grfat 
:  As  when  a  giant  clic". 
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fizeof  a  walking-fluff,  and  therewith  lifted  up  the 
lappets  of  my  coat  ;  which  it  feems  he  thought  to 
be  Ibme  kind  of  covering  that  Nature  had  ^iven 
me.  He  blew  my  hairs  aiide  to  take  a  better  view 
of  my  face.  He  called  his  hinds  about  him,  and 
aiked  thern5  (as  I  afterwards  learned,)  whether  they 
had  ever  teen  in  the  fields,  any  little  creature  that 
refembkd  me :  he  then  placed  me  foftly  on  the 
ground  upon  all  ;'our,  but  I  got  immediately  up, 
and  walked  ilowly  backwards  and  forwards,  to  let 
thoie  people  lee  I  had  no  intent  to  run  away.  They 
ail  fat  down  in  a  circle  about  me,  the  better  to  ob- 
ferve  my  motions.  I  pulled  off  my  hat,  and  made 
a  low  bo-.v  towards  the  farmer.  I  .ell  on  my  knees, 
and  lirted  up  my  hands  and  eyes,  and  fpoke  feveral 
words  as  loud  as  i  could  :  I  took  a  purls  of  gold 
out  of  my  pocket,  and  humbly  prefented  it  to  him. 
He  received  it  on  the  palm  of  his  hand,  then  ap- 
plied it  clofe  to  his  eye  to  fee  what  i:  v/as,  and  af- 
tervvards  turned  it  feveral  times  with  the  point  of  a 
pin,  (which  he  took  out  of  his  fleeve,)  but  could 
make  nothing  of  it.  Whereupon  I  made  a  iign  that 
he  ill  >uld  puce  his  hand  on  the  ground.  I  then 
to 3k  the  purfe,  and,  opening  it,  poured  all  the  gold 
into  liH  palm.  There  were  fix  Spanifh  pieces,  of 
four  piftoles  each,  betides  twenty  or  thirty  fmaller 
coins.  I  faw  him  wet  the  tip  of  his  little  linger 
upon  his  tongue,  and  take  up  one  of  my  largefl 
pieces,  and  then  another,  but  he  feemed  to  be  whol- 
ly  ignorant  \vh;»r  i.hcy  were.  He  made  me  a  iign  to 
put  them  again  into  my  purfe,  -and  the  purfe  agiin 
into  my  pocket',  which,  afcer  offering  it  to  him  fe- 
veral titnts,  i  thought  ii  belt  to  do. 

The  far m err  by  this  time  was  convinced  I  mufl  be 

J 

a  rational  creature.  Me  fpoke  often  to  me,  but  the 
found  of  his  voice  pic. red  my  ears  like  that  of  a 
Wiiter-rniil,  yet  his  words  were  articulate  enough. 
I  anfwered  as  loud  as  I  could  in  feveral  languages, 
and  he  oft-:n  laid  his  ear  within  two  yards  of  me  ; 

but 
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but  all  in  vain,  for  we  were  wholly  unintelligible 
to  each  other.  He  then  fent  his  fervants  to  their 
work,  and  taking  his  handkerchief  out  of  his  poc- 
ket, he  dc  ubled  and  fpread  it  on  his  left  hand, 
which  he  placed  flat  on  the  ground,  with  the  palm 
upwards,  making  me  a  (ign  to  ftep  into  if,  as  I  could 
eafify  do,  for  it  was  not  above  a  foot  in  thicknefs. 
I  thought  it  my  part  to  obey,  and,  for  fear  of  tail- 
ing, laid  myfelf  at  full  length  upon  the  handker- 
chief, wiih  the  remainder  of  which  he  lapped  me 
up  to  the  head  for  farther  fecurity,  and  in  this  man- 
ner carried  me  home  to  his  houfe.  There  he  call- 
ed his  wife,  and  fhewed  me  to  her  :  but  fhe  fcream- 
ed  and  ran  back,  as  women  in  England  do  at  the 
fight  of  a  toad  or  a  fpider  However,  when  fhe 
hjd  a  while  feen  my  behaviour,  and  how  well  I  ob- 
ferved  the  figns  her  hufband  made,  Ihe  was  foon 
reconciled,  and  by  degrees  grew  extremely  tender 
of  me. 

It  was  about  twelve  at  noon,  and  a  fervant 
brought  in  dinner.  It  was  only  one  fubflantial  difh 
of  meat  (fit  for  the  plain  condition  of  an  hufband- 
man)  in  a  difh  of  about  four  and  twenty  feet  diame- 
ter. The  company  were  the  fain  er  and  his  wife, 
three  children  and  an  old  grandmother  :  when  they 
were  fat  down,  the  farmer  placed  me  at  fome  dis- 
tance from  him  on  the  table,  which  w.is  thirty  feet 
hi^h  from  the  floor.  I  was  in  a  terrible  fright  and 
kept  as  far  as  I  could  from  the  edge  fcr  fear  of 
falling.  The  wife  minced  a  bit  of  me?.r,  then  ^ 
crumbled  fome  bread  on  a  trencher,  and  placed  it 
before  me.  I  made  her  a  low  bow,  took  out  my 
kniie  and  fork,  and  tell  to  eat,  which  gave  them 
exceeding  delight  The  mirtrefs  fent  her  maid  for 
a  imall  dram-cup,  which  held  about  two  gallons, 
and  filled  it  wi?h  drink;  I  took  up  the  vefiel  with 
much  difficulty  in  both  hands,  and  in  a  mo  ft  re- 
fpedful  manner  drank  to  her  Ladyihip's  health, 
exprefling  the  words  as  loud  as  I  could  in  Englifh, 

which 
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which  made  the  company  laugh  fo  heartily,  that  I 
was  almoft  deafened  with  the  noife.  This  liquor 
tatted  like  a  fmall  cyder,  and  was  not  unpleafant. 
Then  the  matter  made  me  a  fign  to  come  to  his 
trencher  iide ;  hut  as  I  walked  on  the  table,  being 
in  great  furprize  all  the  time,  as  the  indulgent  read- 
er will  eafily  conceive  and  excufe,  I  happened  to 
ftumblfi  againft  a  cruft,  and  fell  flat  on  my  face, 
but  received  no  hurt.  I  got  up  immediately,  and 
obferving  the  good  people  to  be  in  much  concern, 
I  took  my  hat  (which  I  held  under  my  arm  out  of 
good  manners,)  and,  waving  it  over  my  head,  made 
three  huzzas,  to  (hew  I  had  got  no  mifchief  by  my 
fall.  But  advancing  forwards  toward  my  matter, 
(as  I  fhall  henceforth  call  him,)  his  youngeft  ion, 
\vho  fat  next  him,  an  arch  boy  of  about  ten  years 
old,  took  me  up  by  the  legs,  and  held  me  fo  high 
in  the  air,  that  I  trembled  every  limb ;  but  his  fa- 
thci'  fn2tchcd  me  from  hirn;  and  at  the  fame  time 
gave  him  fuch  a  box  on  the  left  ear,  as  would  have 
felled  an  European  troop  of  horfe  to  the  earth,  or- 
dering him  to  be  taken  from  the  table  But  being 
afraid  the  boy  might  owe  me  a  fpight,  and  well  re- 
membering how  mifchievous  all  children  among 
us  naturally  are  to  fparrows,  rabbits,  young  kit- 
tens, and  puppy  dogs,  I  fell  on  my  knees,  and 
pointing  to  the  boy,  made  my  matter  tounderftancl, 
as  well  as  1  could,  that  I  defired  his  fon  might  be 
pardoned.  The  father  complied,  and  ihe  lad  took 
his  feat  again  :  whereupon  I  went  to  him  and  kif- 
fed  his  hand,  which  my  matter  took,  and  made  him 
ftroak  me  gently  with  it. 

In  ihe  midft  of-  dinner,  my  midrefs's  favourite 
cat  leapt  into  her  lap.  I  heard  a  noife  behind  me 
like  that  of  a  dozen  (locking- weavers  at  work; 
and,  turning  my  head,  I  found  it  proceeded  from 
the  purring  of  that  animal,  who  feemed  to  be  three 
times  larger  than  an  ox,  as  I  computed  by  the  view 
of  her  head,  and  one  of  her  paws,  while  her  mis- 

trefs 
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trefs  was  feeding  and  ftroaking  her.    The  fiercenefs 
of  this   creature's  couiuenance   altogether  difcom- 
pofed  me  ;   though  I  flood  at  the  further  end   of 
the  table,    above  fifty  feet  off;   and  although   my 
millrefs  held   her   faft,  for   fear  fhe  might  give  a 
fpring,  and  feize  me  in  her  talons.     But  it  happen- 
ed ihere  was  no  danger  ;  for  the  cat  took  not  the 
leatt  notice  of  me,  when  my  matter  placed  me  with- 
in three  yards  of  her.     And  as  I  have  been  always 
told,   and  found  true  by  experience  in   my  travels, 
that  flying  or  difcovering  fear  before  a  fierce  animal 
is  a  certain  way  to  make  it  purfue  or  attack  you,  fo 
I  refolved   in  this  dangerous  juncture  to  fhew  no 
manner  of  concern.    I  walked  with  intrepidity  rive 
or  fix   times  before  the  very  head  of  the  cat,  and 
came  within    half  a  yard  of  her;  whereupon  fhe 
drew  herfelf  back,  as  if  file  were   more  afraid  of 
me  :   1  had  lefs  apprehenfion  concerning  the  dogs, 
whereof  three  or  four  came  into  the  room,  as  it  is 
ufual  in  farmers  houfes;  one  of  which  was  a  maftiff 
equal  in  bulk  to  four  elephants,  and  a  greyhound 
ibmew'nat  taller  than  the  maftiif,  but  not  fo  large. 
When,  dinner  was  almoft  done,  the  nurfe  came 
in  with  a  child  of  a  year  old  in  her  arms,  who  im- 
mediately fpied  me,  and  began  a  fquall,  that  you 
might  have  heard  from  London-bridge  to  Chelfea, 
after  the  ufual  oratory  of  infants  to  get  me  for  a 
play-thing.     The  mother  out  of  pure   indulgence 
took  me  up,  and  put  me   towards  the   child,   wko 
prefently  feized  me  by  the  middle,  and  got  my  head 
into  his  mouth,  where  I  roared  fo  loud,  that  the 
urchin  was  frighted,  and  let  me  drop,  and  I  ihould 
infallibly  have  broke  my  neck,  if  tne  mother  had 
not  held  her  apron  under  me.     The  nurfe  to  quiet 
her  babe  made  ufe  of  a  rattle*  which  was  a  kind  of 
hollow  veffel  filled  with  great  ftones,  and  fattened 
by  a  cable  to  the  child's  waitt  :  but  all  in  vain,  fo 
that  fhe  was  forced  to  apply  the  laft  remedy  by  giv- 
ing it  fuck.    I  muft  confeis  no  object  ever  difgufted 

me 
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me  fo  much  as  the  fight  of  her  monftrous  bread, 
which  I  cannot  tell  what  to  compare  with,  fo  as  to 
give  the  curious  reader  an  idea  of  its  bulk,  fhape, 
and  colour.  It  flood  prominent  fix  feet,  and  could 
not  be  lefs  than  iixteen  in  circumference.  The  nip- 
ple was  about  half  the  bignefs  of  my  head,  and  the 
hue  both  of  that  and  the  dug  fo  varified  with  fpots, 
pimples,  and  freckles,  that  nothing  could  appear 
more  naufeous  :  for  I  had  a  near  fight  of  her,  me 
fitting  down,  the  more  conveniently  to  give  fuck, 
and  1  ftanding  on  the  table.  This  made  me  reflect 
upon  the  fair  fkins  of  our  Englifli  ladies,  who  ap- 
pear fo  beautiful  to  us,  only  becaufe  they  are  of  our 
own  fize,  and  their  defects  not  to  be  feen  but  thro' 
a  magnifying-glafs,  where  we  find  by  experiment, 
that  the  fmoothefl.  and  whiteft  fkins  look  rough  and 
coarfe,  and  ill-coloured. 

I  remember,  when  I  was  at  Lilliput,  the  complexions 
©f  thofe  diminutive  people  appeared  to  me  the  fair- 
eft:  in  the  world ;  and  talking  upon  this  fubject  with 
a  perfon  of  learning  there,  who  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  mine,  he  faid,  that  my  face  appeared  much 
fairer  and  fmoother  when  he  looked  on  me  from 
the  ground,  than  it  did  upon  a  nearer  view  when  I 
took  him  up  in  my  hand  and  brought  him  clofe, 
which  he  confefTed  was  at  firft  a  very  {hocking  fight. 
He  faid  he  could  difcover  great  holes  in  my  Ikin  ; 
that  the  Mumps  of  my  beard  were  ten  times  ftrong- 
er  than  the  briftles  of  a  boar,  and  my  complexion 
made  up  of  feveral  colours  altogether  difagreeable: 
although  i  muft  beg  leave  to  fay  for  myfelf,  that  I 
am  as  fair  as  moft  of  my  fex  and  country,  and  very 
little  fun  burnt  by  all  my  travels.  On  the  other 
fide,  difcourfing  of  the  ladies  in  that  Kmperor's 
court,  he  ufed  to  tell  me,  one  had  freckles,  ano- 
ther too  wide  a  mouth,  a  third  too  large  a  nofe, 
nothing  of  which  I  was  able  to  diftinguiih.  I  con- 
fefs,  this  reflexion  was  obvious  enough  ;  which 
liowever  I  could  not  forbear,  kft  the  reader  might 

think 
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think  thofe  vuft  creatures  were  actually  deformed  : 
for  1  muft  do  them  juftice  to  fay,  they  are  a  come- 
ly race  of  people  ;  and  particularly  the  features  of 
my  matter's  countenance  ;  although  he  were  but  a 
farmer,  when  I  beheld  him  from  the  height  of  fix- 
ty  feet,  appeared  very  well  proportioned. 

When  dinner  was  done,  my  mafter  went  out  to 
his  labourers,  and,  as  I  could  difcover  by  his  voice 
and  gefture,  gave  his  wife  a  ftricl  charge  to  take 
care  of  me.  I  was  very  much  tired,  and  difpofed 
to  fleep,  which  my  miftrefs  perceiving,  fhe  put  me 
on  her  own  bed,  and  covered  me  with  a  clean  white 
handkerchief,  but  larger  and  coarfer  than  the  main- 
fail  of  a  man  of  war. 

I  flept  about  two  hours,  and  dreamed  I  was  at 
home  with  my  wife  and  children,  which  aggravat- 
ed my  forrows  when  I  awaked,  and  found  myfelf 
alone  in  a  vaft  room,  between  two  and  three  hun- 
dred feet  wide,  and  above  two  hundred  high,  lying 
i-n  a  bed  twenty  yards  wide.  My  miftrefs  was  gone 
about  her  houfhold-affairs,  and  had  locked  me  in. 
The  bed  was  eii_Jht  yards  from  the  floor.  Some  na- 

w  J 

tural  necefiiiies  required  me  to  get  down  ;  1  durft 
not  prefume  to  call,,  and,  if  I  had,  it  would  have 
been  in  vain  with  fuch  a  voice  as  mine,  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  as  from  the  room  wlvere  I  lay  to  the 
kitchen  where  the  family  kept.  While  I  was  un- 
der thefe  circumftances,  two  rats  crept  up  the  cur- 
tains, and  ran  fmelling  backwards  and  forwards  on 
the  bed.  One  of  them  came  up  almoft  to  my  face, 
whereupon  I  rofe  in  a  fright,  and  drew  out  my  hang- 
er to  defend  myfelf.  Thefe  horrible  animals  had 
the  boldnefs  to  attack  me  on  both  fides,  and  one 
of  them  held  his  f- re-feet  at  my  collar  ;  but  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  rip  up  his  belly,  before  he  could 
do  me  any  miichicf.  He  fell  down  at  my  feet,  and 
the  other,  feeing  the  fue  of  his  comrade,  mads  his 
efcnpe,  but  not  without  one  crood  wound  on  the 

i  ^j 

back,  which  I  gave  him  as  \\t  fled,  and  made  the 
VOL,  V.  B  blood 
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blood  run  trickling  from  him.  After  this  exp'oit, 
I  walked  gently  to  and  fro  on  the  bed  ro  recover 
my  breath,  and  lofs  of  fpirrs  Thtfe  creatures  were 
of  the  fize  of  a  large  mafti-ff,  but  infinitely  more 
nimble  and  fierce,  fo  that,  if  I  had  t<  ken  off  my 
belt  before  I  went  to  fleep,  I  muft  have  infallibly 
been  torn  to  pieces  and  devoured.  I  mealured  the 
rail  of  the  dead  rat,  and  found  it  to  be  two  yards 
long,  wanting  an  inch  ;  but  it  went  againft  my  fto- 
mach  to  drag  the  carcaie  off  the  bed.  where  it  lay 
ftill  bleeding  ;  I  obferved  it  had  yet  ibtne  life,  but, 
with  a  ftrong  flafh  crois  the  neck,  I  thoroughly 
diipzuched  it. 

Soon  after  my  miftrefs  came  into  the  room, 
who,  ieeing  me  all  bloody,  ran  and  took  n.e  up  in 
her  hand.  I  pointed  to  the  dead  rat,  fmiling  and 
making  other  iigns  to  fhew  I  vi  as  not  hurt,  where- 
at ilie  v  as  extremely  rejoiced,  calling  the  maid  to 
take  up  the  dead  rat  with  a  pair  of  tongs,  and  throw 
it  out  of  the  window.  Then  fhe  fet  me  on  a  table, 
where  I  (hewed  her  my  hanger  all  bloody,  and, 
wiping  it  on  the  lappet  of  my  coat,  returned  it  to 
the  fcabbard.  I  was  prefTed  to  do  more  than  one 
thing,  which  another  could  not  do  for  me,  and 
therefore  endeavoured  to  make  my  miftrefs  under - 
jftand,  that  I  defired  to  be  fet  down  on  the  floor  ; 
which,  after  fhe  had  done,  my  bafhfulnefs  would 
not  fuffer  me  to  exprefs  myfelf  farther,  than  by 
pointing  to  the  door,  and  bowing  ieveral  times. 
The  good  woman,  with  much  difficulty,  at  lafi 
perceived  what  1  would  be  at,  and  taking  me  up  a- 
gain  in  her  hand,  walked  into  the  garden,  where 
ihe  fet  me  down.  I  went  on  one  fide  about  two 
hundred  yards,  and  beckoning  to  her  not  to  look 
or  to -follow  me,  I  hid  myfelf  between  two  leaves  of 
forrel,  and  there  difcharged  the  neceffities  of  na- 
ture. 

I  hope  the  gentle  reader  will  exrufe  me  for  dwel- 
ling on  thefc  and  the  like  particulars,  \vhich,  how- 

evev 
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ever  infignificmt  they  may  appear  to  groveling  vul- 
gar minds,  yet  will  certainly  help  a  ph&ofbpher  to 
enlarge  his  thoughts  and  imagination,  and  apply 
them  to  the  benefit  of  public  as  well  as  private  life, 
which  was  my  fole  defign  in  prefenting  this  and  ci- 
ther accounts  of  my  travels  to  the  world;  wherein 
Lhave  been  chiefly  ftuclious  of  truth,  without  af- 
fecting any  ornaments  of  learning  or  of  flyle.  But 
the  whole  fcene  of  this  voyage  made  fo  ftvong  an 
impreflion  on  my  mind,  and  is  fo  deeply  fixed  in 
my  memory,  that,  in  committing  it  to  paper,  I  did 
not  omit  one  material  circumftance  :  however,  up- 
on a  ft  rift  review,  I  blotted  out  feveral  pafiages  of 
Ids  moment  which  were  in  my  firft  copy,  for  fear 
of  being  cenfured  as  tedious  and  trifling,  whereof 
travellers  are  often,  perhaps  not  without  juftice, 
accufed. 


C  HAP.    II. 

A  defcription  of  the  farmer  s  daughter.  The  authsr 
carried  to  a  market-town,  and  then  to  the  metropolis* 
The  particulars  of  his  journey  . 

MY  miftrefs  had  a  daughter  of  nine  years  old, 
a  child  of  towardly  parts  for  her  age,  very 
dexterous  at  her  needle,  and  fkilful  in  dreffing  her 
baby.  Her  mother  and  (lie  contrived  to  fit  up  the 
baby's  cradle  for  me  againft  night  :  the  cradle  was 
put  into  a  fmall  drawer  of  a  cabinet,  and  the  drawer 
placed  upon  a  hanging  fhclf  for  fear  of  the  rats. 
This  was  my  bed  all  the  time  I  ftayed-  with  thofe 
people,  though  made  more  convenient  by  degrees, 
as  I  began  to  learn  their  language,  and  make  my 
wants  known.  This  young  girl  was  fo  hardy,  that, 
after  I  had  once  or  twice  pulkd  off  my  cloaths  be- 

B  z  fore 
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fore  her,  fhe  was  able  to  drefs  and  undrefs  me, 
though  I  never  gave  her  that  tror.ble,  when  fhe 
would  let  me  do  either  myfelf.  She  made  me  feven 
iliirtSK  and  fome  other  linen,  of  as  fine  cloth  as 
could  be  got,  which  indeed  was  coarfer  than  fack- 
cloth  ;  and  thefe  Die  conftantly  wafhed  for  me  with 
her  own  hands.  She  was  likewife  my  fchoolmis- 
trefs  to  teach  me  the  language  :  when  I  point- 
ed to  any  thing,  fhe  told  me  the  name  of  it  in  her 
own  tongue,  io  that  in  a  few  days  I  was  able  to  call 
for  whatever  I  had  a  mind  to.  She  was  very  good- 
natured,  and  not  above  forty  feet  high,  being  little 
for  her  age.  She  gave  me  the  name  of  Grildrig, 
which  the  family  took  up,  and  afterwards  the  whole 
kingdom.  The  word  imports  what  the  Latins  call 
nannucuhis,  the  Italians  homnnceletino>  and  the  Eng- 
lifti  mannikin.  To  her  I  chiefly  owe  my  preferva- 
tion  in  that  country  :  we  never  parted  while  I  was 
there  ;  I  called  her  my  Glumdalclitch,  or  little  nurfe\ 
and  (hould  be  guilty  of  great  ingratitude,  if  I  omit- 
ted this  honourable  mention  of  her  care  and  affec- 
tion towards  me,  which  I  heartily  wifh  it  lay  in  my 
power  to  requite  as  fhe  deferves,  inftead  of  being 
the  innocent,  but  unhappy  inftrument  of  her  dif- 
grace,  as  I  have  too  much  reafon  to  fear. 

It  now  began  to  be  known  and  talked  of  in  the 
neighbourhood,  that  my  matter  had  found  a  ftrange 
animal  in  the  field,  about  thebignefs  of  *  fplacknudr, 
but  exactly  fhaped  in  every  part  like  a  human  crea- 
ture ;  which  it  likewife  imitated  in  all  its  actions  ; 
feemed  to  fpeak  in  a  little  language  of  its  own,  had 
already  learned  feveral  words  of  theirs,  went  erect 
upon  two  legs,  was  tame  and  gentle,  would  come 
when  it  was  called,  do  whatever  it  was  bid,  had  the 
fineft  limbs  in  the  world,  and  a  complexion  fairer 
than  a  nobleman's  daughter  of  three  years  old. 
Another  farmer,  who  lived  hard  by,  and  was  a 
particular  friend  of  my  mafter,  came  on  a  vifit  on 

purpofe 
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purpofe  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  this  ftory.  I 
was  immediately  produced,  and  placed  upon  a  ta- 
ble, where  I  walked  as  I  was  commanded,  drew  my 
hanger,  put  it  up  again,  made  my  reverence  to  my 
matter's  gueft,  alked  him  in  his  own  language  how 
he  did,  and  told  him  he  was  welcome,  juft  as  my 
little  nurfe  had  inftrucled  me.  This  man,  who  w<s 
old  and  dim-lighted,  put  on  his  fpeftacles  to  behold 
me  better,  at  which  i  could  not  forbear  laughing 
very  heartily,  for  his  eyes  appeared  like  the  full 
moon  mining  into  a  chamber  at  two  windows.  Our 
people,  who  difcovered  the  caufe  of  my  mirth, 
bore  me  company  in  laughing,  at  which  the  old 
fellow  was  fool  enough  to  be  an^rv  and  out  of 

o  o    / 

countenance.  He  had  the  character  of  a  great  mi- 
fer,  and,  to  my  misfortune,  he  well  dekrved  it, 
by  the  curled  advice  he  gave  my  mailer,  to  fhcw 
me  as  a  light  upon  a  market- day  in  the  next  town, 
which  was  half  an  hour's  riding,  about  two  and 
twenty  miles  from  our  houfe.  I  gueffed  there  was 
fome  mifchief  contriving,  when  I  obferved  my  ma- 
fter  and  his  friend  whiipering  long  together,  feme- 
times  pointing  at  me  ;  and  my  fears  made  me  fancy, 
that  I  overheard  and  underftcod  fome  of  their 
words.  But  the  next  morning  Glumclalclitch,  my 
little  nurfe,  told  me  the  whole  matter,  which  fhe 
had  cunningly  picked  out  from  her  mother.  The 
poor  girl  laid  me  on  her  bolbm,  and  fell  a  weeping 
with  fhame  and  grief.  She  apprehended  fome  mis- 
chief would  happen  to  me  from  rude  vulgar  folks, 
who  might  fqueeze  me  to  death,  or  break  one  of 
my  limbs  by  taking  me  in  their  hands.  She  had 
alib  obferved  how  modeft  I  was  in  my  nature,  how 
nicely  I  regarded  my  honour,  and  what  an  indigni- 
ty I  mould  conceive  it  to  be  expofecl  for  money  as 
a  public  fpectacle  to  the  meaneft  of  the  people.  She 
faid,  her  papa  and  mama  had  promifed  that  Grild- 
rig  mould  be  hers,  but  now  fhe  found  they  meant 
to  ferve  her  as  they  did  laft  year,  when  they  pre- 
13  3  tended 
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tended  to  give  her  a  lamb,  and  yet,  as  foon  as  it  was 
fat,  fold  it  to  a  butcher.  For  my  own  part,  I  may 
truly  affirm,  that  I  was  lefs  concerned  than  my 
nude.  I  had  a  ftrong  hope,  which  never  left  me, 
that  I  (hould  one  day  recover  my  liberty ;  and,  as 
to  the  ignominy  of  being  carried  about  for  a  mon- 
iler,  I  confidered  myfelf  to  be  a  perfect  ftranger  in 
the  country,  and  that  fuch  a  misfortune  could  ne- 
ver be  charged  upon  me  as  a  reproach,  if  ever  I 
ihould  return  to  England  ;  iince  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  himfelf,  in  my  condition,  muft  have  under- 
gone the  fame  diftrefs. 

JMy  mafter,  purfuant  to  the  advice  of  his  friend, 
carried  me  in  a  box  the  next  market-day,  to  the 
neighbouring  town,  and  took  along  with  him  his 
little  daughter,  my  nurfe,  upon  a  pillion  behind' 
him.  The  box  was  clofe  on  every  fide,  with  a  lit- 
tle door  for  me  to  go  in  and  out,  and  a  few  gimlet- 
holes  to  let  in  air.  The  girl  had  been  fo  careful  as 
to  put  the  quilt  of  her  baby's  bed  into  it,  for  me  to 
Jie  down  on.  However,  I  wa<v  terribly  fhaken  and 
difcompofed  in  this  journey,  though  it  were  but  of 
half  an  hour.  For  the  horfe  went  about  forty  feet 
at  every  ftep,  and  trotted  fo  high,  that  the  agita- 
tion was  equal  to  the  riling  and  falling  of  a  {hip  in 
a  great  ftorm,  but  much  more  frequent :  our  jour- 
ney was  fomewhat  farther  than  from  London  to  St. 
Alban's.  My  mafter  alighted  at  an  inn  which  he 
ufed  to  frequent;  and,  after  confulting  a  while  with 
the  inn-keeper,  and  making  fome  necerTary  prepar- 
ations, he  hired  the  grultrud,  or  crier,  to  give  no- 
tice through  the  town,  of  a  ftrange  creature  to  be 
feen  at  the  fign  of  the  Green  Eagle,  not  fo  big  as  a 
fplacnuck  (an  animal  in  that  country  very  finely  fhap- 
ed,  about  fix  feet  long,)  and  in  every  part  of  the 
body  refembling  an  human  creature,  could  fpeak 
feveral  words,  and  perform  an  hundred  diverting 
tricks. 

I  was  placed  upon  a  table  in  the  largeft  room  of 

the 
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the  inn,  which  might  be  near  three  hundred  feet 
fquare.  My  little  nurfe  ftoocl  on  a  low  ftool  clofe 
to  the  table,  to  take  care  of  me,  and  direct  what  I 
ihould  do.  My  mailer,  to  avoid  a  croud,  would 
fuffer  only  thirty  people  at  a  time  to  fee  me.  I 
walked  about  on  the  table  as  the  girl  commanded  : 
fhe  aiked  me  queftions,  as  far  as  fhe  knc\v  my  un- 
derftanding  or  the  language  reached,  and  I  anfwer- 
€d  them  as  loud  as  I  could.  I  turned  about  feveral 
times  to  the  company,  paid  my  humble  refpecls, 
faid  they  were  welcome,  and  u fed  fome  other  fptech- 
es  I  had  been  taught.  I  took  up  a  thimble  filled 
with  liquor,  wh'.ch  GSumdalclitch  had  given  me  for 
a  cup,  and  drank  their  health.  I  drew  out  my 
hanger,  and  flourifhed  with  it  after  the  manner  of 
fencers  in  England.  My  nurfe  gave  me  part  of  a 
Araur,  which  1  exercifed  as  a  pike,  having  learned 
the  art  in  my  youth.  I  was  that  day  ihevvn  to 
twelve  fets  of  company,  and  as  often  forced  to  act 
over  again  the  fame  fopperies,  till  I  was  half  dead 
with  wearinefs  and  vexation.  For  thofe  who  had 
feen  me  made  fuch  wonderful  reports,  that  the  peo- 
ple were  ready  to  break  down  the  doors  to  come  in. 
My  matter,  for  his  own  intereft,  would  not  fuffer 
any  one  to  touch  me,  except  my  nurfe  ;  and,  to 
prevent  danger,  benches  were  fet  round  the  table 
at  fuch  a  diftance,  as  to  put  me  out  of  every  body's 
reach.  However,  an  unlucky  fchool  boy  aimed  a 
hazel  nut  directly  at  my  head,  which  very  narrow- 
ly miffed  me;  otherwile,  it  came  with  fo  much  vi- 
olence, that  it  would  have  infallibly  knocked  out 
my  brains,  for  it  was  almoft  as  large  as  a  fmall  pom- 
pion :  but  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  fee  the  young- 
rogue  well  beaten,  and  turned  out  of  the  room. 

My  mafter  gave  public  notice,  that  he  would  fhew 
me  again  the  next  market-day,  and  in  the  mean 
time  he  prepared  a  more  convenient  vehicle  for  me, 
which  he  had  reafon  enough  to  do  ;  for  I  was  fo 
tired  with  my  fir  ft  journey,  and  with  entertaining 

company 
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company  for  eight  hours  together,  that  I  could 
hardly  ftand  upon  my  legs,  or  fpeak  a  word.  It 
was  at  lead  three  days  before  I  recovered  my 
flrength ;  and  that  I  might  have  no  reft  at  home, 
all  the  neighbouring  gentlemen,  from  an  hundred - 
miles  round,  hearing  of  my  fame,  came  to  fee  me 
at  my  matter's  own  houfe.  There  could  not  be 
fe.ver  than  thirty  perfons  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, (for  the  country  is  very  populous)  ;  and  my 
matter  demanded  the  rate  of  a  full  room,  whenever 
he  (hewed  me  at  home,  although  it  were  only  to  a 
iingle  family  :  fo  that  for  fome  time  I  had  but  little 
eafe  every  day  of  the  week,  (except  Wednefday, 
which  is  their  Sabbath,)  although  I  were  not  earn- 
ed to  the  town. 

My  matter,  finding  how  profitable  I  was  like  to 
be,  refolved  to  carry  me  to  the  moft  confiderable 
cities  of  the  kingdom.  Having  therefore  provided 
himfelf  with  all  things  necelTary  for  a  long  journey, 
and  fettled  his  affairs  at  home,  he  took  kave  of  his 
wife,  and,  upon  the  171!!  of  Auguft,  1703,  about 
two  months  after  my  arrival,  we  fet  out  tor  the  me- 
tropolis, iituatfd  near  the  middle  of  that  empire, . 
and  about  three  thoufand  miles  diftance  from  our 
houfe  :  my  matter  made  his  daughter  Glumdilclitch 
ride  behind  him.  She  carried  me  on  her  lap  in  a 
box  tied  about  her  waift.  The  girl  had  lined  it  on 
all  fides  with  the  fof'.eft  cloth,  ihe  could  get,  well 
quilted  underneath,  furnifhed  it  with  her  baby's  bed, 
provided  me  with  linen  and  other  neceiTaries,  and 
made  every  thing  as  convenient  as  (he  could.  We 
had  no  other  company  but  a  boy  of  the  houfe,  who 
rode  after  us  with  the  luggage. 

My  matter's  deflgn  was  to  mew  me  in  all  the 
towns  by  the  way,  and  to  ttep  out  of  the  road  for 
fifty  or  an  hundred  miles,  to  any  village,  or  perfon 
of  quali  y's  houie,  where  he  might  expert  cuttorn. 
We  mad^  eafy  journies  of  not  above  feven  or  eight 
fcore  miles  a  day:  for  Glumdalclitch,  on  purpofe 

to 
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to  fpare  me,  complained  (he  was  tired  with  the 
trotting  of  the  horfe.  She  ofcen  took  me  out  o£ 
my  box  ar  my  own  defire,  to  give  me  air,  and  Ihew 
me  rhe  country,  but  always  htld  me  fall  by  a  Icad- 
ing-ftring.  We  pafied  over  five  or  fix  riverb  many 
degrees  broader  and  deeper  than  the  Nile,  or  the 
Ganges;  and  there  was  hardly  a  rivulet  fo  fmall  as 
the  Thames  at  London-bridge.  We  were  ten  weeks 
in  our  journey,  and  I  was  (hewn  in  eighteen  large 
towns,  befides  many  villages  and  private  families. 

On    he  26th  of  October,  we  arrived  at  the  me- 
tropolis,  called  in  their  language   Lorbrulgrud,  or 
Pride  of  the  Univerfe.     My  mailer  took  a  lodging 
in  the  principal  ftreet  of  the  city,  not  far  from  the 
royal  palace,  and  put  out  bills  in  the  ufual  form, 
containing  an  exact  defcription  of  my  perfon  and 
parts      He  hired  a  large  room  between  three  and 
four  hundred  feet  wide.    He  provided  a  table  fixty 
feet  in  diameter,  upon  which  I  was  to  act  my  part, 
and  pallifadoed  it  round  three  feet  from  the  edge, 
and  as  many  high,  to  prevent  my  falling  over.     I 
was  {hewn  ten  times  a-day,  to  the  wonder  and  fa- 
tisfaction  of  all  people     I  could  now  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage tolerably  well,  and  perfectly  underftood  eve- 
ry word  that  was  fpoken   to   me.     Befides,  I  had 
learned  their  alphabet,  and  could  make  a  fhift  to 
explain  a  fentence  here  and  there  ;   for  Glumdal- 
clitch  had   been  my    inftructor  while  we   were   at 
home,   and  at   leifure-hours   during   our  journey. 
She  carried  a  little  book  in  her  pocket,  not  much 
larger  than   a   Samfon's  Atlas ;   it  was  a  common 
treaiife  for  the  uie  of  young  girls,  giving   a  fhort 
account  of  their  religion  :  out  of  this  Ihe  taught  me 
my  letters,  and  interpreted  the  words. 


CHAP, 
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C  H  A  P.     III. 

The  author  Jent  for  to  court.     The  tQueen  buys  him  of 
his  mafter  the  farmer,  and  prefents  him  to  the  King. 
He  difputcs  ivith  his  Majsfty's  great  fcholars.     dn 
apartment  at  court  provi  Jed  for  the  author.     He  is 
in  high  favour  'with  the  ^ieen.     He  ftands  up  for 
the  honour  of  his  oivn  country.     His  quarrels  ivith  • 
the  Queen 's  dwarf. 

HPHE  frequent  labours  I  underwent  every  day, 
•*•  made  in  few  weeks  a  very  considerable  change 
in  my  health  :  the  more  my  mafter  got  by  me,  the 
more  infatiable  he  grew.  I  had  quite  loft  my  fto- 
mach,  and  was  almoft  reduced  to  a  fkeleton.  The 
farmer  obferved  it,  and,  concluding  I  muft  foon 
die,  refolved  to  make  as  good  a  hand  of  me  as  he 
rniild.  While  he  was  thus  reafoning  and  refolving ; 
with  himfelf,  a  fardral,  or  gentleman-ufher,  came 
from  court,  commanding  my  mafter  to  carry  me 
immediately  thither  for  the  diverfion  of  the  queen 
and  her  ladies.  Some  of  the  latter  had  already  been 
to  fee  me,  and  reported  ftrange  things  of  my  beau- 
ty, behaviour,  and  good  fenfe.  Her  Majefty,  and 
thofe  who  attended  her,  were  beyond  meafure  de- 
lighted with  my  demeanour.  I  fell  on  my  knees, 
and  begged  the  honour  of  killing  her  imperial  foot ; 
but  this  gracious  princefs  held  out  her  little  finger 
towards  me,  (after  I  was  fet  on  a  table,)  which  I' 
embraced  in  both  my  arms,  and  put  the  tip  of  it 
with  the  utmoft  refpeft  to  my  lip.  She  made  me 
fome  general  queftions  about  my  country,  and  my 
travels,  which  E  anfwered  as  diftinctly,  and  in  as- 
few  words  as  I  could.  She  afked,  whether  I  would 
be  content  to  live  at  court.  I  bowed  down  to  the 

board 
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board  of  the  table,  and  humbly  anfweid,  that  I  was 
my  matter's  Have  ;  but,  it  I  were  at  my  own  diipo- 
fal,  i  fhould  be  proud  to  devote  my  lite  to  her  IVTa- 
jefty's  firvice.  Mie  then  afked  my  mailer,  whether 
he  were  willing  to  fell  me  at  a  good  price.  He,  who 
apprehended  I  could  not  live  a  month,  was  ready 
enough  to  part  with  me,  and  demanded  a  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold,  which  were  ordered  him  on  the 
fpot,  each  piece  being  about  the  bignefs  of  eight 
iiundred  moydores  ;  but,  allowing  for  the  propor- 
tion of  all  things  between  that  country  and  Europe, 
and  the  high  price  of  gold  among  them,  was  hard- 
ly fo  great  a  fum  as  a  thoufand  guineas  would  be  in 
England  I  then  laid  to  the  Qiieen,  lince  I  was 
aovv  her  Majefty'<s  moft  humble  creature  and  vafTal, 
I  mull  beg  the  favour,  that  Glumdalclitch,  who 
had  always  tended  me  with  fo  much  care  and  kind- 
nefs,  and  underftood  to  do  it  fo  well,  might  be  ad- 
mitted into  her  fervice,  and  continue  to  be  my 
nurfe  and  ir.fr.rucr.or.  Her  Majeily  agreed  to  my 
petition,  and  ealily  got  the  farmer's  confent,  who 
was  glad  enough  to  have  his  daughter  preferred  at 
court,  and  the  poor  girl  herfclf  was  not  able  to 
hide  her  joy  :  my  late  malter  wiihdrew,  bidding 
me  farewell,  and  faying  he  had  left  me  in  a  good 
fervice  ;  to  which  I  replied  not  a  word,  only  mak- 
ing him  a  flight  bow. 

The  Queen  obferved  my  coldnefs,  and,  when  the 
farmer  was  gone  out  of  the  apartment,  afked  me 
the  reafon.  i  made  bold  to  tell  her  Majefty,  that 
I  owed  no  other  obligation  to  my  late  matter,  than 
his  not  dafhing  out  the  brains  of  a  poor  harmlefs 
creature  tound  by  chance  in  his  field  ;  which  obli- 
gation was  amply  recompenfed  by  the  gain  he  had 
made  in  {hewing  me  through  hair  the  kingdom,  and 
the  price  he  had  no  .  fold  me  for.  That  the  life  I  had 
fmce  led,  was  laborious  enough  to  kill  an  animal  of 
ten  times  my  firength.  That  my  health  was  much 
impaired  by  the  continual  drudgery  of  entertaining 

the 
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the  rabble  every  hour  of  the  day,  and  that,  if  my 
matter  had  not  thought  my  life  in  danger,  her  Ma- 
jefty  would  not  have  got  fo  cheap  a  bargain.  But 
as  I  was  out  of  all  fear  of  being  ill  treated  under  the 
protection  of  fb  great  and  good  an  emprefs,  the  or- 
nament of  nature,  the  darling  of  the  world,  the  de- 
light of  her  fuhjecls,  the  phoenix  of  the  creation  ; 
fo,  I  hoped  my  late  matter's  apprehenfions  would 
appear  to  be  groundlefs,  for  I  already  found  my 
fpirits  to  revive  by  the  influence  of  her  moft  auguft 
pre  fence. 

This  was  the  fum  of  my  fpeech,  delivered  with 
great  improprieties  and  hesitation  ;  the  latter  part 
was  altogether  framed  in  the  ftyle  peculiar  to  that 
people,  whereof  I  learned  fome  phrafesfrom  Glurn- 
dalclitch,  while  me  was  carrying  me  to  court. 

The  Queen,   giving  great  allowance  for   my  de- 
foftivenefs  in  {peaking,  was  however  furprifed  at  fo 
much  wit  and  good  fenfe  in  fo  diminutive  an   ani- 
mal     She  took  me  in  her  own  hand,   and  carried 
me  to  the  King,  who  was  then  retired  to  his  cabi- 
net.    His  Majctty,  a  prince  of  much  gravity  and 
auttere  countenance,  not  well  obferving  my  ihape 
at  lii  ft  view,  afked  the  Queen  after  a  cold  manner, 
how  long  it  was  fince  fhe  grew  fond  of  a  fplacnuck ; 
for  fuch  it  feems  he  took  me  to  be,   as  I  lay  upon 
my   breatt  in   her  Majefty's  right  hand.     But    this 
princefs,   v  ho  hath  an  infinite  deal  of  wit  and  hu- 
mour, fet  me  gently  on  my  feet  upon  the  fciutore, 
and  commanded  me  to  give  his  Majefty  an  account 
of  my  ft  If,   which  I  did  in  a  very  few  words  ;   and 
Glnmdalclitchj  who  attended  at  the  cabinet-door, 
and  could  not  endure  I  Should  be  out  of  her  fight, 
being  admitted,  confirmed  all  that  had  polled  from 
my  arrival  at  her  father's  houfe. 

The  King,  although  he  be  as  learned  a  perfon  as 
any  in  his  dominions.,  had  been  educated  in  the  ttu- 
dy  of  philufpphy,  and  particularly  mathematics  ; 
yet  when  he  dbicrved  my  Shape  exactly,  and  faw  me 

walk 
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|  walk  erect,  before  I  began  to  fpeak,  conceived  I  might 
be  a  piece  of  clock-work,  (which  is  in  that  coun- 
try arrived  to  a  very  great  perfection,)  contrived  by 
fome  ingenious  artift.  But  when  he  heard  mv 

D  -f 

voice,  and  found  what  I  delivered  to  be  regular  and 
rational,  he  could  not  conceal  his  aflonifhment.  Ho 
was  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  the  relation  I  gave 
him  of  the  manner  I  came  into  his  kingdom,  but 
thought  it  a  ftory  concerted  beiween  Glumdalclitcli 
and  her  father,  who  had  taught  me  a  fct  of  words 
to  make  me  fell  at  a  better  price.  Upon  this  ima- 
gination he  put  fcveral  other  queftions  to  me,  and 
iYill  received  rational  anfwers,  no  otherwife.  defec- 
tive than  by  a  foreign  accent,  and  an  imperfect 
knowledge  in  the  language,  with  fome  ruftic  phra- 
fes,  which  I  had  learned  at  the  farmer's  hcufe,  and 
did  not  fuit  the  police  ftyle  of  a  court. 

His  Majefty  'ent  for  three  great  fcholars,  who 
\vtre  then  in  their  weekly  waiting  according  to  the 
cuftom  in  that  country.  Thefe  gentlemen,  after 
they  had  a  while  examined  my  (hape  with  much 
nicety,  were  of  different  opinions  concerning  me. 
They  all  agreed,  that  I  could  not  be  produced  ac- 
cording to  the  regular  laws  of  nature,  b^  a ufe  I  \va.$ 
not  framed  with  a  capacity  of  preferving  my  life 
cither  by  fwifinefs,  or  climbing  of  trees,  or  digging 
holes  in  the  earth.  They  observed  by  my  teeth,  which 
they  viewed  with  great  exactnefs,  that  I  was  a  car- 
nivorous animal  ;  yet  mod  qur.diupeds  being  an 
ovcmuifh  for  me,  and  field  mice  with  fome  others 
too  nimble,  they  could  not  imagine  how  1  ihoulJ 
be  able  to  fupport  myfelf,  unicis  I  fed  upon  fn.iiis 
and  cthc:  infects,  which  they  orFfred,  'by  many 
earned  arguments,  to  evince  that  I  could  not  pof- 
ib!y  do  *.  One  of  thefe  vinutii  ieemed  to  think  that 

I  might 

^Bythis   rea-.or.iiij:  the  author  probably  intended  to  ridicule  the 
ri.ic  o.'thcfc:  philofophers,   v.hu  have  t.iou0l,t  nc  to  -rraitji  ihc  vvif- 
dc,m  of  ]'r-,-v  dcr.cc  in  '.I;:  creation   aod  ^overax^eat  ^  me  world  ; 
VOL.  V.  e  vh.l. 
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I  might  be  an  embryo,  or  abortive- .birth.  But  th;s 
opinion  was  rejected  by  the  other  two,  who  obferv- 
ed  my  limbs  to  be  perfect  and  finiihed,  and  that  I 
had  lived  fe-veral  years,  as  it  was  manifeft  from  my 
beard,  the  flumps  whereof  they  plainly  discovered 
through  a  magnifying  glafs.  They  would  not  allow 
me  to  be  a  dwarf,  bscaufc  my  liulenefs  was  beyond 
nil  degrees  of  companion  ;  for  the  Queen's  favour- 
iie  dwarf,  the  ftnalleft  ever  known  in  that  kingdom., 
\vas  near  thirty  feet  high.  After  much  debate  thty 
concluded  unanimoufiy,  that  I  was  only  relpium  fcdl~ 
caib,  which  is  interpcted  -literally  lufus  natures  ;  a 
determination  exactly  agreeable  .to  the  modern  phi- 
lofophy  of  Europe,  whofe  profeiTbrs,  difdaining  the 
old  evailon  of  .occult  caufes,  whereby  the  followers 
of  Ariitotle  endeavoured  in  vain  to  difguife  their 
ignorance,  have  invented  this  wonderful  folurion 
of  all  difficulties,  to  the  unfpcakable  advancement 
ot  human  knowledge. 

After  this  decilive  conclusion  I  entreated  to  be 
heard  a  word  or  two.  I  applied  myfelf  to  the  King, 
and  aflured  his  Majefty,  that  I  came  from  a  coun- 
try, which  abounded  with  feveral  millions  of  both 

* 
fcxes  and  of  my  own  ftature ;  where  the  animals, 

trees,  and  houfts,  were  all  in  proportion,  and  where 
by  confecjUc-nce  I  might  be  as  able  to  defend  myfelf, 
and    to    find   fuftenance,    a-s    any  of   his    Majeily's 
iubjecls   could  do  here  ;   which  I  took   for   a  full . 
aniwer  to    ihofe  pentlemens  arguments.     To  this 

r- 

they  only  replied  with  a  fmile  of  contempt,  faying, 
that  the  farmer  had  inftructed  me  very  well  in  my 
leflbn  *.  The  King,  who  had  a  much  better  un- 
derftanding,  difmiiling  his  learned  men,  fent  for 
the  farmer,  who  by  good  fortune  was  not  yet  gone 
out  of  town  ;  having  therefore  lirft  examined  him 

whof-i  cavils  arc  foccious,  like  thofe  "i"  the  Erobdingnag:an  iVigcs,  only 
in  propovt  on  to  the  i^!iora;i'.e  ut  thofi;  to  whom  they  are  propofcd. 
*  This  faM-c  is  levelled  avaini*  all,  v\  ho  tejcil  thofe  t'afls  for  which 
they  c.innot  perfectly  account,  r.oiwiihftandmg  the  abfiial'.ty  ol  ic- 
jcftiug  thetclKinony'by  \\hith  they  arc  Ui'\v).icd. 

privately. 
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privately,  and  then  confronted  him  with  me  and  the: 
young  girl,  his  Mnjefty  began  to  think  that  what 
we  told  him  might  pofiibly  be  true.  He  defired  the 
Queen  to  order,  that  a  particular  care  Ihould  be 
taken  of  me,  and  was  of  opinion,  that  Glumdal- 
clhch  fliould  ftill  continue  in  her  office  of  tending 
me,  bccaufc  he  obfervcd  we  had  a  great  affection 
for  each  other.  A  convenient  apartment  was  pro- 
vided for  her  at  court ;  fhe  had  a  fort  of  governefs 
appointed  to  take  care  of  her  education,  a  maid  to 
drels  her,  and  two  other  fervants  for  menial  offices ; 
but  the  care  of  me  was  wholly  appropriated  to  her- 
felf.  The  Queen  commanded  her  own  cabinet- 
maker to  contrive  a  box,  that  might  ferve  me  for  a 
bed-chamber,  after  the  model  that  Glumdalclitcli 
and  I  fhould  agree  upon.  This  man  was  a  rnofl  in- 
genious artift,  and,  according  to  my  directions,  in 
three  weeks  finifhed  for  me  a  wooden  chamber  of 
fixteen  feet  fquare,  and  twelve  high,  with  fafli-win- 
dows,  a  door,  and  two  clofets,  like  a  London  bed- 

i  jchamber.  The  board,  that  made  the  deling,  was^ 
to  be  lifted  up  and  down  by  two  hinges,  to  put  in  a 
bed  ready -furnifhed  by  her  Majefty's  upholfterer,, 
which  Glunidalclitch  took  out  every  day  to  air, 
made  it  with  her  own  hands,  and  letting  it  down  ac 
night,  locked  up  the  roof  over  me.  A  nice  work- 
man, who  was  famous  for  little  turiofities,  under- 
ook  to  make  me  two  chairs,  with  backs  nnd  frames, 
f  a  fubfUnce  not  unlike  ivory,  and  two  tables,  witli 
cabinet  to  put  my  things  in.  The  room  w.,, 
uilt»d  on  all  fides,  as  well  as  the  floor  and  the 
ieling,  to  prevent  any  accident  from  the  carelefnefs 
f  thofe  who  carried  me,  and  to  break  the  force  oi* 
;a  jolt  when  I  went  in  a  coach.  I  cleared  a  lock  for 
y  door  to  prevent  rats  and  mice  from  coming  in  : 
the  Imiih,  after  fevcral  attempts,  made  the  f  mailed 
Ithat  ever  was  feen  among  them,  for  I  have  known 
larger  at  the  gate  of  a  gentleman's  b  ufe  in  Eng- 
and.  I  made  a  ihifc  to  keep  the  key  in  a  pocket  of 

C  2  my. 
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my  own,  fearing  Glumdalclitch  might  lofe  it.  The 
Queen  likewife  ordered  the  thinneft  filks  that  could 
be  gotten  to  make  me  deaths,  not  much  thicker 
than  an  Englifh  blanket,  very  cumbeifome,  till  I 
was  accuftomed  to  them  They  were  after  the  fa- 
fhi  n  of  the  kingdom,  partly  refembling  the  Per/Ian, 
and  partly  the  Chineie,  and  are  a  very  grave  and 
decent  habit, 

The  Queen  became  fo  fond  of  my  company,  that 
jfhe  could  not  dine  vvi  hout  me.  i  had  a  table  placed 
upon  the  fame  at  which  her  Majefty  eat,  juft  at  her 
left  elbow,  and  a  chair  to  lit  on.  Gluindaiclitch 
ilood  on  a  ftool  on  the  floor  near  my  table  to  afllft 
and  take  care  of  me.  I  had  an  entire  fet  of  filver- 
cliihes  and  plates  and  other  neceiTaries,  which,  in 
proportion  to  i*,ofe  of  the  Queen,  were  not  much 
bigger  than  what  I  have  feen  in  a  London  toy-fhop, 
for  the  furniture  of  a  baby-houfe  :  theie  my  little 
nurfe  kept  in  her  pocket  in  a  illvcr  box,  and  gave 
me  at  meals  as  I  wanted  them,  always  cleaning  them 
herielr.  No  perfon  dined  wish  the  Queen  but  the 
two  princefles  royal,  the  elder  1 6  years  old,  and  the 
younger  at  that  time  13  and  a  month.  Her  Majcfty 
ufed  to  put  a  bit  of  meat  upon  one  of  my  dilhes, 
out  of  which  I  carved  for  myfelf;  and  her  diverfion 
was  to  fee  me  eat  in  miniature.  For  .the  Queen 
(who  had  indeed  but  a  weak  ftomsch,)  took  up,  at 
one  mouthful,  as  much  as  a  dozen  Englifh  farmers 
could  eat  at  a  meal,  which  to  me  was  for  fome  time 
a  very  naufcous  light  *.  bhe  would  cranch  die 

wing 

*  Arrong  o'hcr  dreadful  and  rllfguft'rig  images,  which  cuftcm  has 
rendered  famiiiar,  are  thofe  which  aiifefrcm  eating  animal  food.  He, 
who  has  ever  ;u  ne<1  with  abhorrence  from  the  fkeltton  of  a  beall 
v.  h;ch  ha'  l^en  picked  v.  hole  bv  bird-  rr  vermin,  mufl  confefs,  th^t 
\  i^.bit  c  r.Iy  cou'd  have  enable^  h-m  to  tndure  the  fight  of  the  rnang- 
kd  boi.'ts  and  fiefh  ot  a  dead  carcafe.  which  every  day  cover  his  table: 
and  he,  who  reflects  on  lh-  number  c.f  lives  that  have  been  lacrificed 
tofuha'm  his  own,  fiiould  enqrire  by  what  the  account  has  been  ba- 
lanced,' and  whether  his  life  as  become  propoitionably  of  more  value, 
by  the  exercife  of  virtue  and  piety,  by  the  fuperior  happinefs  which 

he 
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wing  of  a  lark,  bones  nnd  all,  between  her  teeth, 
although  it  were  nine  times  as  large  as  that  of  a 
full-grown  turkey  ;  and  put  a  bit  of  bread  in  her 
mouth,  as  big  as  two  twelve-penny  loaves.  She 
drank  out  of  a  golden  cup,  above  a  hog  (head  at  a 
draught.  Her  knives  were  twice  as  long  as  a  fcythe, 
fet  ftrait  upon  the  handle.  The  ipoons,  forks,  and 
other  inftruments,  were  all  in  the  fame  proportion. 
I  remember,  when  Glumdalclitch  carried  me  out  of 
curiofity  to  fee  fome  of  the  tables  at  court,  where 
ten  or  a  dozen  of  thefe  enormous  knives  and  forks 
were  lifted  up  together,  I  thought  I  had  never  till 
then  beheld  Ib  terrible  a  fight. 

It  is  the  cuftom,  that  every  Wednefday  (which, 
as  1  have  before  obferved,  is  their  Sabbath,)  the 
King  and  Queen,  with  the  royal  ifTue  of  both  (exes, 
dine  together  in  the  apartment  of  his  Majefty,  to 
whom  I  was  now  become  a  great  favourite ;  and  at 
thefe  times  my  little  chair  and  table  were  placed  at 
his  iefc  hand  before  one  of  the  f.ih-ceilars.  This 
prince  took  a  pleafure  in  converfing  with  me,  en- 
quiring, into  the  manners,  religion,  laws,  govern- 
ment, and  learning  of  Europe  ;  wherein  I  gave  hi  ni- 
che belt  account  1  was  able.  His  apprehendon  was 
fo  clear,  and  his  judgment  fo  exact,  that  he  made 
very  wife  reflections  and  obfervaticns  upon  all  I  faid. 
But- 1  confefs,  that  after  1  had  been  a  little  too  co- 
pious in  talking  of  my  own  beloved  country,  of  our 
trade,  and  wars  by  fea  and  land,  of  our  fchifms  in 
religion,  and  parties  in  the  ftate  ;  the  prejudices  of 
his  education  prevailed  fo  far.  that  he  could  not 
forbear  taking  me  up  in  his  right  hand,  and  ftroak- 
|ing  me  gently  with  the  other,  after  an  hearty  fit  of 
•laughing,  afked  me,  whether  I  was  a  Whig  or  To- 
ry ?  Then  turning  to  his  firft  minifter,  who  waited 
•behind  him  with  a  white  ftaff,  near  as  tall  as  the 
Imain-maft  of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  he  obferved 

Ihe  has  communicated  to  reasonable  beings,  and  by  the  e'ory  which 
luis  intellect  has  aicribed  tj  God. 

C  3  how 
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how  contemptible  a  thing  was  human  grandeur, 
which  could  be  mimicked  by  fuch  diminutive  infects 
as  1  :  and  yet,  fays  he,  I  dare  engage,  thefe  crea- 
tures have  their  tides  and  diitinctions  of  honour; 
they  contrive  little  nefts  and  burrows,  that  they  call 
houres  and  cities;  they  make  a  figure  in  drefs  and  equi- 
page -,  they  love,  they  light,  they  difpdte,  they  cheat, 
they  betray.  And  thus  he  continued  on,  while  my  co- 
lour came  and  went  feveral  times  with  indignation,  to 
hear  our  noble  country,  the  miftrefsof  arts  and  arms, 
the  fcourge  of  France,  the  arbitrefs  of  Europe,  the 
feat  of  virtue,  piety,  honour,  and  truth,  the  pride 
and  envy  of  the  world,  fo  contemptuouily  treated. 

But  as  I  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refent  injuries, 
fo  upon  mature  thoughts  I  began  to  doubt  whether 
I  was  injured  or  no.  For,  after  having  been  accuf- 
tomed  feveral  months  to  the  fight  and  converfe  of 
this  people,  and  obferved  every  object  upon  which 
I  caft  mine  eyes  to  be  of  proportionable  magnitude, 
the  horror  I  had  at  firft  conceived  from  their  bulk 
and  afpccl,  was  fo  fir  worn  off,  that  if  I  had  then 
beheld  a  company  ot  Englifh  lords  and  ladies  in 
their  finery,  and  birth-day  cloaths,  acling  their  fe- 
YL-ral  parts  in  the  moft  courtly  manner  of  ftrutting, 
and  bowing,  and  prating  ;  to  fay  the  truth,  I  Iliould 
liave  been  ftrongly  tempted  to  laugh  as  much  at 
them,  as  the  King  and  his  grandees  did  at  me.  Nei- 
ther indeed  could  I  forbear  fmiling  at  myfclf,  when 
t.he  Queen  ufed  to  place  me  upon  her  hand  towards 
a  lookii-g  glafs,  by  which  both  ourperfons  appear- 
<db?^>re  me  in  full  view  together;  and  there  could 
noihittg  be  more  ridiculous  than  the  companion  : 
fo  that  ;  really  began  to  imigine  myfelf  dwindled 
many  drgrees  below  my  ufual  iize. 

Nothing  angered  and  mortified  me  fo  much,  as 
the  Queen's  dwarf,  who,  being  of  the  loweft  fra- 
ture  that  was  ever  in  that  country,  (for  I  verily 
think  he  w:i:. not  fall  thirty  feet  high,)  became  fo 
sufulcnt  at  feeing  a  creature  fo  much  beneath  him, 

that 
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[that  he  would  always  aft'.ct  to  fwagger,  and  look  big 
as  he  pajTed  by  me  in  the  Queen.'s  anti-chamber, 
while  I  was  funding  on  fome  table  talking  with  the 

•J  v  j 

lords  or  ladies  of  the  court,  and  he  feldom  failed  of 
a  imart  word  or  two  upon  my  littlenefs  ;  againft 
(which  I  could  only  revenge  myfelf  by  calling  him 
•brother,  challenging  him  to  wreftle,  and  fuch  re- 
Ipartees  as  are  ufuai  in  the  mouths  of  court- pages. 
One  day,  at  dinner,  this  malicious  little  cub  \v?.s  fo 
nettktl  with  fomething  I  had  faid  to  him,  that,  raif- 
ing  hi  mil  If  upon  the  frame  of  her  Majeily's  chair, 
he  took  me  up  by  the  middle,  as  I  was  lifting  down, 
not  thing  any  harm,  and  let  me  drop  inro  a  large 
filver  bowl  of  cream,  and  then  ran  away  as  faft  as 
he  could-  I  fell  over  head  and  ears,  and,  if  I  had 
not  been  a  good  fwimmer,  it  might  have  gone  very 
hard  with  me  ;  for  Glumdalc'itch,  in  that  inftant, 
happened  to  be  at  the  other  end  of  the  room,  and 
the  Queen  was  in  fuch  a  fright,  that  fhe  wanted 
prefence  of  mind  to  a  ill  ft  me.  But  my  lit'.le  nurie 
ran  to  my  relief,  and  took  me  out,  a'ter  I. had  fwal- 
lowed  above  ?.  quart  of  cream.  I  was  put  to  bed  ;. 
however,  I  received  no  other  damage  than  the  lofs 
of  a  luit  of  clothes,,  which  was  utterly  fpoiied.  The 
dwarf  was  lotmdly  whipped,  and,  as  a  farther  pu- 
niihment,  forced  to  drink  up  the  bowl  of  cream, 
into  which  he  had  thrown  me  ;  neither  was  he  ever 
reftored  to  favour  :  for  foon  afrer  the  Queen  be- 
ftowed  him  on  a  lady  of  high  quality,  fo  that  I  faw 
him  no  more,  to  my  very  great  fatisfaction  ;  for  I 
cou.d  not  tell  to  what  extremity  fuch  a  malicious 
urchin  might  have  carried  his  refentment. 

He  had  before  lerved  me  a  fcurvy  trick,  which 
fet  the  Queen  a-lauyhing,  although  at  the  fame  time 
flie  v.'^i.s  iitartily  vexed,  and  would  have  immediate- 
ly cafhiered  him,  if"  I  had  not  been  fo  generous  as 
to  intercede.  H;r  M.tji.fty  had  taken  a  marrow- 
bone upon  her  plate,  and  after  knocking  out  the 
marrow,  placed  the  bone  again  in  the  diih  erect,  as 

it 
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it  flood  before;  the  dwarf  watching  his  opportuni- 
ty, whiie  Glumdalclitch  was  gone  to  the  fide  board, 
mounted  the  ftool  that  (he  flood  on  to  take  care  of 
me  at  meals,  took  me  up  in  both  hands,  and  fqueez- 
ing  my  legs  together,  wedged  them  into  the  mar-- 
row bone  above  my  waift,  where  I  ftuck  for  fome 
time,  and  made  a  very  ridiculous  figure.  I  believe* 
it  was  near  a  minute  before  arty  one  knew  what  was 
become  of  me ;  for  I  thought  it  below  me  to  cry 
out.  But,  as  princes  feldom  get  their  meat  hot, 
my  legs  were  not  fcalded,  only  my  ftockings  and 
breeches  in  a  fad  condition.  The  dwarf,  at  my  en- 
treaty, had  no  other  punifhment  than  a  found 
whipping. 

I  was  frequently  rallied  by  the  Q^een  upon  ac- 
count of  my  fearfulnefs  ;  and  fhe  ufed  to  -alk  me, 
whether  the  people  of  my  country  were  as  great 
cowards  as-  myfelf  ?  The  occasion  was  this :  the 
kingdom  is  much  peftered  with  flies  in  fummer, 
and  thefe  odious  infects,  each  of  them  as  big  ns  a 
Dunftable  laik,  hardly  gave  me  any  reft  while  I  fat 
at  dinner,  with  their •  continual  humming  and  buz- 
zing about  mine  ears.  They  would  fometimes  alight 

VJ  J  O 

upon  my  victuals,  and  leave  their  loathfome  excre- 
ment or  (pawn  behind,  which  to  me  was  very  vifi- 
ble,  though  not  to  the  natives  of  that  country, 
\vhofe  large  optics  were  not  fo  acute  as  mine  in  • 
viewing  fmaller  object?.  Sometimes  they  would  fix 
upon  my  nofe  or  forehead,  where  t!uy  flung  me  to 
the  quick,  fmelling  very  effcnfivelyj  and  1  could 
eafily  trace  that  viicous  matter,  which,  our  natura- 
liils  tell  us,  enables  thole  creatures  to  walk  with  their 
feet  upwards  upon  a -deling.  I  had  much  ado  to 
defend  myfcif  againft  thefe  detcftable  animals,  and' 
could  not  forbear  flia  ting  when  they  came  on  my 
face.  It  was  the  common  practice  of  the  dwarf  to 
catch  a  numbei  of  thele  infects  in  his  hand,  as 
fchool-boys  do  among  us,  and  let  them  out  fudden- 
ly  under  my  nofe,  on  purpofe  to  frighten  me,  and 

divert 
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divert  the  Queen.     My  remedv  was  to  cut  them  in 
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pieces  with  my  knife,  as  they  flew  in  the  air,  where- 
in my  dexterity  was  much  admired. 

I  remember,  one  morning,  v.hen  Glumdalclitch 
had  fet  me  in  my  box  upon  a  window,  as  ihe  uiually 
did  in  fair  days,  to  give  me  air  (for  I  durft  not  ven- 
ture to  let  the  bvix  be  hung  on  a  nail  out  of  the  win- 
dow, as  we  do  with  cages  in  England,)  after  I  had 
lifted  up  one  of  my  fafhes,  and  fat  down  at  my  ta- 
blg  to  eat  a  piece  of  ivveet  cake  for  my  breakfair, 
above  twenty  waips,  allured  by  the  fmell,  came  fly- 
ing into  the  room,  humming  louder  than  the  drones 
of  as  many  bag  pipes.  Some  of  them  feized  my 
cake,  and  carried  it  piece-meal  away  ;  others  flew 
about  my  head  and  face,  confounding  me  with  the 
noife,  and  putting  me  in  the  utmoft:  terror  of  their 
itings.  However,  I  had  the  courage  to  rife  and 
draw  my  hanizer,  and  attack  them  in  the  air.  I 
difpatched  four  of  them,  but  the  reft  got  away, 
and  I  prefemly  fhut  my  window.  Thefe  in'ecls 
\vere  as  large  as  partridges  ;  I  took  out  their  fting?, 
fou  ad  them  an  inch  and  an  half  long,  and  as  fharp 
as  needles.  I  carefully  preferred  them  all,  and, 
hnvi.ig  iince  ihtvvn  them  with  fome  other  curiofities 
iu  feveral  parts  of  1:  urope,  upon  nay  return  to  Eng- 
land, I  gave  three  of  them  to  Greiham  College,  and 
kept  the  fourth  for  myfelf. 


C  H  A  P.     IV. 

The  country  defcribed.     A  propofal  for  correcting  mo- 
dern maps.     The  King's  pal.  ice,  and  fome  account  of 
the  metropolis.   Th:  author's  wny  of  travelling.  The. 
chief  temple  defer  ibed. 

T  NOW  intend  to  give  the  reader  a  fhort  defcrip- 
•*•   don  of  this  country,  as  far  as  I  travelled  in  it, 

which 
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which  was  not  above  two  thoufand  miles  round 
Lorhrulgrud,  the  metropolis.  For  the  Queen, 
whom  I  always  attended,  never  went  farther  when 
flie  accompanied  the  King  in  his  progreiles,  and 
there  fhiid  till  his  Majefty  returned  from  viewing 
his  frontiers.  The  who^e  extent  of  this  prince's  do- 
minions reacheth  about  fix  thoufand  miles  in  length, 
and  from  three  to  five  in  breadth.  From  whence 
I  cannot  but  conclude,  that  our  geographers  of 
Europe  are  in  a  great  error,  by  fuppoling  nothing 
but  fea  between  Japan  and  California;  for; it  was 
ever  my  opinion,  that  there  muft  be  a  balance  of 
earth  to  counrerpoife  the  great  continent  of  Tarta* 
ry ;  and  therefore  they  ought  to  correct  their  maps 
and  charts,  by  joining  this  vaft  tract  of  land  to  the 
north- weft  parts  of  America,  wherein  I  fliall  be 
ready  to  lend  them  my  affiftance. 

The  kingdom  is  a  pcninfula,  terminated  to  the 
north-cad  by  a  ridge  of  mountains,  thirty  miles 
high,  which  are  altogether  impniTable,  byreafon  of 
the  volcanoes  upon  the  tops:  neither  do  the  moft 
learned  know  what  fort  of  mortals  inhabit  beyond 
thofe  mountains,  or  whether  they  be  inhabited  at 
all.  On  the  three  other  fides  it  is  bounded  by  the 
ocean.  There  is  not  one  fea-port  in  the  whole  king- 
dom, and  thofe  parts  of  the  coafts  into  which  the 
rivers  iiTiie,  are  fo  full  of  pointed  rocks,  and  the  fea 
generally  fo  rough,  that  there  is  no  venturing  with 
the  fmalleft  of  their  boats  ;  ib  that  thefe  people  are 
wholly  excluded  from  any  commerce  with  the  reft 
of  the  world.  But  the  large  rivers  are  full  of  veiTels, 
and  abound  with  excellent  fiih,  for  they  feldom  get 
any  from  the  fea,  becaule  the  Jea-fiih  are  of  the 
fame  fize  with  thofe  in  Europe,  and  consequently 
not  worth  catching  ;  whereby  it  is  man  if  eft,  that 

1  *  f* 

nature,  in  the  production  of  plants  and  animals  or 
fo  extraordinary  a  bulk,  is  wholly  confined  to  this 
continent,  of  which  I  leave  the  reafons  to  be  de- 
termined by  philosophers.  However,  now  and  then 

they 
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they  take  a  whale,  that  happens  to  be  dafhed  againft 
the  rocks,  which  the  common  people  feed  on  hear- 
tily. Thefe  whales  I  have  known  fo  large,  that  a 
man  could  hardly  carry  one  upon  his  ihoulders  ; 
and  fometimes  tor  curiolity  they  are  brought  in 
hampers  to  Lorbrulgnid  :  1  faw  one  of  them  in  a 
|difh  at  the  King's  table,  which  pafftd  for  a  rarity, 
[but  I  did  not  obierve  he  was  fond  ot  it;  for  I  think 
ndeed  the  bignds  difguftediiim,  ahhough  I  have 
een  one  fomewhat  larger  in  Greenland. 

The  country  is  well  inhabited,  for  it  contains  fif- 
ty-one cities,  near  an  hundred  walled  towns,  and  a 
great  number  of  villages.  To  fatisfy  my  curious 
•eader,  it  maybe  fuflicient  to  defcribe  Lorbrulgrud. 
This  city  ftands  upon  almoft  two  equal  parts  on 
rach  fide  the  river  that  paffes  through.  It  contains 
above  eighty  thoufand  houfes,  and  about  fix  hund- 
red thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is  in  length  three 
jlomglungs,  (which  make  about  fifty- four  Englifh 
miles,)  and  two  and  a  half  in  breadth,  as  I  meafur- 
ed  it  myfelf  in  the  royal  map  made  by  the  King's 
order,  which  was  laid  on  the  ground  on  purpoie 
Tor  me,  and  extended  an  hundred  feet  ;  i  paced 
the  diameter  and  circumference  feveral  times  bare 
foot,  and,  computing  by  the  fcale,  meafured  it 
pretty  exactly. 

The  King's  palace  is  no  regular  edifice,  but  an 
heap  of  building  about  feven  miles  round  :  the  chief 
rooms  are  generally  two  hundred  and  forty  feet 
liigh,  and  broad  and  long  in  proportion.  A  coach 
was  allowed  to  Glumd.ilclitch  and  me,  wherein  her 
governeis  frequently  took  her  out  to  fee  the  town, 
or  go  among  the  (hops  ;  and  I  was  always  ot  the 
party,  carried  in  my  box  ;  although  the  girl,  at  my 
own  defire,  would  often  take  me  out,  and  hold  me 
in  her  hand,  that  I  might  more  conveniently  view 
the  houfes  and  the  people,  as  we  paflkcl  along  the 
ftreets.  I  reckoned  our  coach  to  be  about  the  fquare 
of  Wiitminfter  hail,  but  not  altogether  fo  high: 

however, 
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however,  I  cannot  be  very  exact.  One  day  the  go- 
vernefs  ordered  our  coachman  to  (top  at  feveral 
fhops,  where  the  beggars,  watching  their  opportu- 
nity, crowded  to  the  fides  of  the  coach,  and  gave 
me  the  moft  horrible  fpe<5hicles  that  ever  an  Euro- 
pean eye  beheld.  There  was  a  woman  with  a  can- 
cer in  her  bead,  fwelled  to  a  monftrous  fize,  full 
of  holes,  in  two  or  three  of  which  I  could  have  ea- 
fily  crept,  and  covered  my  whole  body,  There  was 
a  fellow  with  a  wen  in  his  neck  larger  than  five 
wool-packs,  and  another  with  a  couple  of  wooden 
legs,  each  about  twenty  feet  high.  But  the  moft 
hateful  fight  of  all  was  the  lice  crawling  on  their 
cloaths.  I  could  fee  diilinctly  the  limbs  of  ihefe 
vermin  with  my  naked  eye,  much  better  than  thofe 
of  an  European  loufe  through  a  microfcope,  and 
their  fnouts  with  which  they  routed  like  fvvine. 
They  were  the  firft  I  had  ever  beheld,  and  I  fliculd 
have  been  curious  enough  to  dilftct  one  of  them,  if 
I  had  had  proper  inftruments,  (which  I  unluckily 
left  behind  me  in  the  fhip,)  although  indeed  the 
fight  was  fo  Eaufe-ou?,  that  it  perfectly  turned  my 
ftomach. 

Befide  the  large  box  in  which  I  was  ufually  car- 
ried, the  Queen  ordered  a  fmaller  one  to  be  made 
for  me  of  about  twelve  feet  fquare,  and  ten  high, 
for  the  convenience  of  travelling,  becaufe  the  other 
was  fomewhat  too  large  for  G'umdalditch's  Lip,  and 
cumberfome  in  the  coach  :  It  was  made  by  the  fame 
artift,  whom  I  directed  in  the  whole  contrivance. 
This  travelling  clj-fct  was  an  exact  iquaiv,  with  a 
window  in  the  middle  of  three  of  the  iquarcs,  and 
each  window  was  latticed  with  iron-wire  on  the  out-  ' 
fide,  to  prevent  accidents  in  long  journeys.  On  the 
fourth  fide,  which  had  no  window,  two  Itrong  fta- 
ples  were  fixed,  through  which  the  ptrfon  ihat 
carried  me,  when  I  had  a  mind  to  be  on  hoi  -it-back, 
put  a  leathern  beir,  and  buckled  it  iibcm  his  waift. 
This  was  always  the  oiiicc  of  lorae  crave  truflv  kr- 
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jvant  in  whom  I  could  confide,   whether  I  attended 

the  King  and  Chieen  in  their  progress,  or  were 

nifpofed  to  fee  the  gardens,  or  pay  a  viilt  to  fome 

great  lady  or  minifter  of  fhue  in   the  court,  when 

jlumdalclitch  happened  to  be  out  of  order  :   for  I 

bon  began  to  be  known  and  efteemed  among  the 

^reateft  officers,  I  fuppofe  more  upon   account  of 

heir  Majeflics  favour  than  any  merit  of  my  own. 

n  journies,  when  I  was  weary  of  the  coach,  a  fer- 

'ant  on  horfeback  would  buckle  on  my  box,  and 

)lace  it  upon  a  cufhion  before  him  ;  and  there  I  had 

full  profpect  of  the  country  on  three  fides  from 
ny  three  windows.  I  had  in  this  clofet  a  field-bed, 
and  a  hammock  hung  from  the  cieling,  two  chairs 
and  a  table,  neatly  fcrewed  to  the  floor,  to  prevent 
>eing  tofTed  about  by  the  agitation  of  the  horfe  or 
he  coach.  And  having  been  long  ufed  to  fea-voy- 
ages,  thofe  motions,  although  fometimes  very  vio- 
ent,  did  not  much  difcompofe  me. 

Whenever  I  had  a  mind  to  lee  the  town,  it  was 
Jways  in  my  travelling-clofet,  which  Glumdalclitch 
leld  in  her  lap  in  a  kind  of  open  fedan,  after  the 
•afhion  of  the  country,  borne  by  four  men,  and 
attended  by  two  others  in  the  Queen's  livery.  The 
people,  who  had  often  heard  of  me,  were  very  cu- 
ious  to  crowd  about  the  fedan,  and  the  girl  was 
:omplaifant  enough  to  make  the  bearers  flop,  and 
o  take  me  in  her  hand,  that  1  might  be  more  con- 
veniently feen. 

j 

I  was  very  defirous  to  fee  the  chief  temple,  and 
oarucularly  the  tower  belonging  to  it,  which  is  rec- 
:oned  the  higher!  in  the  kingdom.  Accordingly 
)ne  day  my  nurfe  carried  me  thither,  but  I  may 
ruly  fay  1  came  back  difappomted  ;  for  the  height 
s  not  above  three  thoufand  feet,  reckoning  from 
he  ground  to  the  highcll  pinnacle  top;  which, 
illowing  for  the  difference  between  the'lizs  of  thofe 
>eople  and  us  in  Europe,  is  no  great  matter  for  ad- 
niration,  not  at  all  equ^t  m  proportion  (if  I  rightly 
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remember,)  to  Salifoury  fteeple.   But,  not  to  detract 
from  a  nation  to  which,  during  my  life,  I  (Lall  ac- 
knowledge myfelf  extremely  obliged,   it  muft  be  al-  i 
lowed,  thai  whatever  this  famous  tower  wants  in; 
height  is  amply  made  up  in   beauty  and  ftrength.J 
For  the  walls  are  near  an  hundred  feet  thick,  build, 
of  hewn   (lone,  whereof  each   is   about   forty  feet] 

fquare.  and  adorned  on  all  fides  with  ftatues  of  pods 

x 
and  emperors,  cut  in  marble  larger  than  the  life, 

placed  in  their  feveral  niches,     I  meafured    a  little 
finger  which  had  fallen  clown  from  one  of  thefe  fla- 
tties,  and  lay  unperctived  among  fome  rubbifh,  and 
found  it  exactly  four  feet  and   an   inch  in   length,  j 
Glumdalclitch  wrapped  it  up  in  her  handkerchief;! 
and  carried  it  home  in  her  pocket  to  keep   among 
other  trinkets,  of  which  the  girl  was  very  fond,  as 
children  at  her  age  ufually  are. 

The  King's  kitchen  is   indeed  a   noble  building,! 
vaulted  at   top,  and  about   fix  hundred  feet  high.' 
The  great  oven  is  not  fo  wide  by  ten  paces  as   the 
cupola  at  St.  Paul's ;   for  I  meafured  the  latter  on! 
purpofe  after  my  return.     But,  if  I  fliould  defcnbs: 
the  kitchen-grate,   the  prodigious  pots   and  kettles,  • 
the  joints  of  meat  turning  on  the  fpits,   with  many 
other   particulars,   perhaps  I  fhould  be  hardly  be-, 
lieved  ;  at  leaft  a  fevere  critic  would  be  apt  to  think 
I  enlarged  a  little,  as  travellers  are  often  fufpecled 
to  do       To  avoid  which  cenfure,  I  fear  I  have  run. 
too  much  into  the  other  extreme  ;   and  that  if  this 
treatife  fliould  happen  to  be  tranilated  into  tha  lan- 
guage of  Brobdingnag,  (which  is  the  general  name 
of  that  kingdom,)  and  tranfmitted  thither,  the  King 
and  his  people  would  have  reafon  to  complain,  that 
I  had  done  them  an  injury  by  a  falfe  and  climinu- 
nutive  reprefentation. 

His  Majefty  feldom  keeps  above  fix  hundred 
horfes  in  his  ftables  :  they  are  generally  from  fifty- 
four  to  fixty  feet  high.  But,  when  he  goes  abroad 
on  folemn  days,  he  is  attended  for  (late  by  a  militia 

guard 


:hap.V  AVOYAGEroBROBDINGNAG.  39 

»uarcl  of  five  hundred  horfe,  which  indeed  I  thought 
ivas  the  moft  fplendid  fight  that  could  be  ever  be- 
idd,  till  I  faw  part  of  his  army  in  battalia,  whereof 
[  ihall  find  another  occafion  to  fpeak. 


CHAP.    V, 

Several  adventures  that  happened  to  ths  author.  Tl? 
execution  of  a  criminal.  The  anther  fisws  his  Jkill 
in  navigation, 

SHOULD  have  lived  happy  enough  in  that  coun- 
try, if  my  littlenefs  had  not  expofed  me  to  feve- 
ral  ridiculous  and  troublefome  accidents  :  fome  of 
which  I  fhall  venture  to  relate.  Glumdalclitch  of- 
ten carried  me  into  the  gardens  of  the  court  in  mv 

*-*  * 

fmaller  box,  and  would  fometimes  take  me  out  ot 
it,  or  hold  me  in  her  hand,  or  fet  me  down  to  walk. 
I  remember,  before  the  dwarf  left  the  Queen,  he 
followed  us  one  day  into  thofe  gardens,  and  my 
urfe  having  fet  me  down,  he  and  I  being  clofe  to- 
ether,  near  fome  dwarf  apple-trees,  I  muft  need 
ihew  my  wit  by  a  filly  allufion  between  him  and  the 
trees,  which  happens  to  hold  in  their  language,  as 
it  doth  in  ours.  Whereupon,  the  malicious  rogue 
watching  his  opportunity,  when  I  was  walking  under5 
one  of  them,  fhook  it  directly  over  my  head,  by 
hvhich  a  dozen  apples,  each  of  them  near  as  large 
|as  a  Briftol  barrel,  came  tumbling  about  my  ears  ; 
ione  of  them  hit  me  on  the  back  as  i  chanced  to 
ftoop,  and  knocked  me  down  flat  on  my  face ;  but 
I  received  no  other  hurt,  and  the  dwarf  was  par- 
doned at  my  defire,  b^caufe  I  had  given  the  provo- 
cation. 

Another  day  Glumdalclitch  left  me  on  a  fmootli ' 
«i  ais-p!ot  to  divert  myfelf,  while  flie  walked  at  fome 
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diftance  with  her  governefs.  In  the  mean  time  there 
fuddenly  fell  fuch  a  violent  fhower  of , hail,  that  I 
was  immediately  by  the  force  of  it  ftmck  to  the 
ground:  and  when  I  was  down,  the  hail-ftones 
gave  me  fuch  cruel  bangs  all  over  the  body,  as  if  I 
had  been  pelted  with  tennis-balls  ;  however,  I  made 
fhift  to  creep  on  all  four,  and  fheher  myfelf  by  ly- 
ing flat  on  my  face  on  the  lee-fide  of  a  border  of 
Jemon-thyme,  but  fo  bruifed  from  head  to  foot, 
that  I  could  not  go  abroad  in  ten  day?.  Neither  is 
this  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  becaufe  nature  in 
that  country  observing  the  fame  proportion  through 
all  her  operations,  a  hail-ftone  is  near  eighteen  hun- 
dred times  as  large  as  one  in  Europe,  which  I  can 
arlert  upon  experience,  having  been  fo  curious  as  to 
weigh  and  meafuie  them. 

But  a  more  dangerous  accident  happened  to  me 
jn  the  fame  garden,  when  my  little  nurfe  believing 
ihe  had  put  me  in  a  fecure  place,  which  I  often  in- 
treated  her  to  do,  that  1  might  enjoy  my  owrv 
thoughts,  and  having  left  my  box  at  home  to  avoid 
the  trouble  of  carrying  it,  went  to  another  part  of 
the  garden  with  her  governefs,  and  fome  ladies  of 
her  aquaintance.  While  fhe  was  abfent,  and  out 
of  hearing,  a  fmall  white  fpaniel  belonging  to  one 
of  the  chief  gardeners,  having  got  by  accident  into 
the  garden,  happened  to  range  near  the  place  where 
I  lay  :  the  dog,  following  the  fcent,  came  directly 
up,  and,  taking  me  in  his  mouth,  ran  ftrait  to  his 
mafter,  wagging  his  tail,  and  fet  me  gently  on  the 
ground.  By  good  fortune  he  had  been  fo  well, 
taught,  that  I  was  carried  between  his  teeth  without 

o 

the  Jeaft  hurt,  or  even  tearing  my  cloaths.  But  the 
poor  gardener,  who  knew  me  well,  and  had  a  great  1 
kindnefs  for  me,  was  in  a  terrible  fright  :  he  gent- 
ly took  me  up  in  both  his  hands,  and  aiked  me  how 
j  did  ;  but  I  was  fo  amazed  and  out  of  breath,  that 
I  could  not  fpeak  a  word.  In  a  few  minutes  I  came 
to  myfelf,  and  he  carried  me  fafe  to  my  little  nurfe, 

who 
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pho  by  this  time  had  returned   to  the  place  where 

ie  left  me,  and  was  in   cruel  agonies  when  I  did 

,  lot  appear,  nor.  anfwer  when  (he  called  :  She  fe- 

yerely  reprimanded  the  gardener  on  account  of  his 

dog.      But  the  thing  was  hufhed  up,    and  never 

known   at   court ;    for  the  girl  was  afraid  of  the 

Queen's  anger,  and  truly,  as  to  myfelf,  I  thought 

it  would  not  be  for  my  reputation  that  fuch  a  ftory 

houkl  go  abour. 

This   accident  abfolutely  determined  Glumdal- 

> 

rlitch  never  to  truft  me  abroad  for  the  future  outer 
...  light.  I  had  been  long  afraid  of  thi^  refolution,. 
md  therefore  concealed   from  her  fome  little  ui:~ 
ucky  adventures,  that  happened  in  thofe  times  when 
was  lefc  by  myfelt.     Once   z-  kite,   hovering  over 
he  garden,  made  a  ftoop  at  me,  and,  if  I  had  no-: 
fefokuely  drawn  rr.y  hanger,  and  run  under  a  thick 
Ifpalier,  he  would   have  certainly  carried  me  awr.'«- 
|n  his  talons.     Another  time,  walking  to  die  top  or 
frefli  mole-hill,  1  fell  tt>  my  neck  in  the  hole,  thro" 
hich  that  animal  had  caft  up  the  earth,  and.cciii- 
d  fome  lye,  not  worth  remembering,  to  excuiemy- 
df  for  fpoiling  my  cloaths.     I  likcwife  broke  my 
ight  (bin  againft  the  (hdl  of  a  fnail,  which  I  hap- 
pened to  ftumble  over,  as  I  was  walking  alone,  and 
[linking  on  poor  England. 

I   cannot  tell,  whether  I  were  more  plea  fed  or 
fortified  to  obferve,  in  thofe  folitary  walks,  that 
he  fmaller  birds  did  not  appear  to  be  at  all  afraid 
f  me,  but  would  hop  about  within  a  yard's  diflance, 
>oking  for  worms   and  other  food,  with  as  much* 
idifFerence  and   fecurity,  as  if  no  creature   at  all. 
rere  near  them.     I  remember,  a   thrufh  had  th? 
3nfiden.ce  to  fnatch  out  of  my  hand,  with  his  bill, 
piece  of  cake  that  Glumdalclitch  had  juft  giver* 
:e  for  my  breakfaft.      When  I  attempted  to  catch 
of  thefe  birds,  they  would  boldly  turn  again:-: 
,  endeavouring  to  pick  my  fingers,'  which  I  dune 
lot  venture  within  their  reach ;  and  then  they  would 
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hop  back  unconcerned  to  hunt  for  worms  orfnails, 
as  they  did  before.  But  one  day  I  took  a  thick  cud- 
gel, and  threw  it  with  all  my  ftrength  fo  luckily  at 
a  linnet,  that  I  knocked  him  down,  and,  feizing 
him  by  the  neck  with  both  my  hands,  ran  with  hfrn 
in  triumph  to  my  nurfe  However  the  bird,  who 
had  only  been  llunned,  recovering  himfelf  gave 
me  fo  many  boxes  with  his  wings  on  both  fides  of 
my  head  and  body,  though  I  held  him  at  arms 
length,  and  was  out  of  the  r^ach  of  his  claws,  that 
1  was  twenty  times  thinking  to  let  him  go.  But  I 
was  loon  relieved  by  one  of  our  fervanrs,  who 
wrung  off  the  bird's  neck,  and  I  had  him  next  day 
for  dinner  by  the  Queen's  command.  This  linnet, 
as  near  as  I  can  remember,  feemed  to  be  fomewhat 
larger  than  an  England  fwan. 

The  maids  of  honour  often  invited  Glumdalclitch 
to  their  apartments  and  deiircd  fhe  would  bring 
me  along  with  her,  on  purpofe  to  have  the  pleaiure 
of  feeing  and  touching  me.  They  vvou  d  often  {trip 
me  naked  from  top  to  toe,  and  lay  me  at  full  length 
in  their  bofoms,  wherewith  I  was  much  difgufted; 
bc'caufe,  to  fay  the  truth,  a  very  offeniive  fmell  came 
from  their  fkins ;  which  I  do  not  mention,  or  in- 
tend, to  the  difadvantage  of  thole  excellent  ladies, 
for  whom  I  have  all  manner  of  refpeft  ;  but  I  con- 
ceive h  F  my  .Vnfe  was  more  acute,  in  proportion 
to  my  littlends,  and  that  thofe  illuflrious  perfons 
were  no  more  difagreeable  to  their  lovers,  or  to  each 
other,  than  people  ofr  the  fame  quality  are  with  us 
in  England.  Ami,  after  all,  I  found  their  natural 
fmell  was  much  more  fupportable  than  when  they 
vifed  perfumes,  under  which  I  immediately  fwooned 
away.  I  cannot  forget,  that  an  intimate  friend  of 
mine  in  L-Hiput  "o-ok  the  freedom  in  a  warm  day, 
when  I  Kid  ufed  a  got.d  deal  of  exercife,  to  com- 
plain of  i  ttroruj  fmell  al-our  me.  although  I  am  as 
little  faui  >  ihar  vr.iy,  as  molt  of  my  fex  :  but  I  flip- 
pofe  his  faculty  o£  fmelling  vvas  as  nice  with  regard 

to 
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o  me,   as  mine  was  to  that  of  this  people.     Upon 
his   point,    I  cannot  forbear  doing  juiiice  to  the 
[Queen  my  miftref?,  and    Glumdalclitch  my  nurfe, 
whofe  peribns  were  as  fweet  as  thofe  of  any  lady  m 
ngland. 

That  which  gave  me  moft  uneafinefs  among  thefe 
(maids  of  honour,  (when  my  nurfe  carried  me  to 
them,)  was  to  fee  them  ufe  me  without  any  manner 
of  ceremony,  like  a  creature  who  had  no  fort  of 
confequence  :  for  they  would  nVip  theinfelves  to 
the  ikin,  and  put  on  their  imock>  in  my  prefcnce, 
while  I  was  placed  on  their  toilet,  directly  before 
their  naked  bodies,  which  I  am  lure  to  me  was  very 
far  from  being  a  tempting  fight,  or  from  giving  me 
any  other  emotions  than  thofe  of  horror  and  dif- 
guft.  Their  fkins  appeared  fo  coarfe  and  uneven, 
io  varioufly  coloured,  when  I  faw  them  near,  with 
a  mole  here  and  there  as  broad  as  a  trencher,  and 
hairs  hanging  from  it  thicker  than  pack  threads,  to 
fay  nothing  farther  concerning  the  reft  of  their 
perfons.  Neither  did  they  at  all  fcrup!c,  while  I 
was  by,  to  diicharge  what  they  had  drank,  to  the 
quantity  of  at  leaft  two  hogfheads  in  a  vefTel  that 
held  above  three  tuns.  The  handfomeft  among 
thofe  maids  of  honour,  a  pleafant  frolickfome  girl 
of  {ixteen,  would  fometimes  fet  me  aftride  upon 
one  of  her  nipple,  with  many  other  tricks,  where- 
in the  reader  will  excufe  me  for  not  being  over  par- 
ticular. But  I  was  fo  much  difpleafed,  that  I  in- 
treated  Glumdalclitch  to  contrive  fome  excufe  for 
not  feeir^g  that  young  lady  any  more. 

One  day  a  young  gentleman,  who  was  nephew  to 
my  nurfe's  governefs,  came  and  prefTed  them  both 
to  fee  an  execution.  It  was  of  a  man  who  had  mur- 
dered one  of  that  gentleman's  intimate  acquaint- 
ance. Giumdalclitch  was  prevailed  on  to  be  of  the 
company,  very  much  againft  her  inclination,  for 
fhe  was  naturally  tender  fce.med  :  and  as  tar  my- 
felf,  although  I  abhorred  fuch  kind  of  fpectacles, 

yet 
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yet  my  curioiity  tempted  me  to  fee  fomething,  that* 
I  thought  muft  be  extraordinary.     The  malefactor; 

*~*  ^ 

was  fixed  in  a  chair  upon  a  fcaffold  erected  for  that-, 
purpofe,  and  his  head  cut  off  at  one  blow  with  a- 
iword  of  about  forty  feet  long.     The  veins  and  ar-~ 
teries   fpouted   up  fuch  a   prodigious    quantity  of 
blood,  and   fo  high  in  the  air,  that  the  great  Je£-\ 
dealt  at  Versailles  was  not  equal  for  the  time  it  laft- 
ed;  and  the  head,  when  it  fell  on  the  fcaffbld  floor,, 
gave  fuch  a  bounce   as  made   me  Hart,   although  I 
were  at  leaft  half  an  Englifh  mile  ciidant. 

The  Queen,  who  often   ufed  to  hear  me   talk  o£;> 
my  fea-voyages,  and  took  all  occafions  to  divert  me 
•when  i  was   melancholy,  allied    me  whether  I   un- 
derftood  how  to  handle  a  (ail  or  an  oar,   and  whe- 
ther a  little  exercife  of  rowing  might  not  be  conve- 
nient for  my  health  :  I  anfwered,  that  1  imderftoodj 
both   very  well :   for  although   my  proper  employ- 
ment had  been  to  be  furgeon  or  dodlor  to  the  fhip, 
yet  often  upon  a  pinch  I  was  forced  to  work  like  a; 
common  mariner.      But   I   could    not  fee  how  this 
could  be  done  in  their  country,  where  the  fmaliett 
wherry  was  equal  to  a  fii-ft-rate  man  of  war  among 
us,  and  fuch  a  boat  as  I  could  manage  would  never 
live  in  any  of  their  rivers.     Her  Majefty  laid,  if  I. 
would  contrive  a  boat,  her  own  joiner  lliould  make 
it,  and  ihe  would  provide  a  place  for  me  to  fail  in. 
The  fellow  was  an  ingenious  workman,  and  by  my 
inftrudtions  in   ten   days  iiniihed   a   pleafure  boai, 
with  all  its  tackling,  able  conveniently  to  hold  eight 
Europeans.     When  it  was  finifhed,  the  Queen  was 
fb  delighted,  that  fhe  ran  with  it  in  her  lap  to  the 
King,  who  ordered  it  to  be  put  in  a  cittern  full  of 
water  with  me  in  it  by  way  of  trial ;  where  I  could 
not  manage  my  two  fculls,  or  little  oars,   for  want 
of  room.    But  the  Queen  had  before  contrived  an- 
other project.     She  ordered   the  joiner  to  make  a 
wooden  trough  of  three   hundred   feet  long,  fifty 
broad,  and  eight  deep ;  which  being  well  pitched, 

to 
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:o  prevent  leaking,  was  placed  on  the  floor  along 
he  wall  in  an  outer  room  of  the  palace.  It  had  a 
ock  near  the  bottom  to  let  out  the  water,  when  it 
cgan  to  grow  Male  ;  and  two  fervants  could  eafily 
11  it  in  half  an  hour.  Here  1  often  ufed  to  row 
or  my  own  diverfion,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Queen 
nd  her  ladies,  who  thought  themfelves  well  enter- 
tained with  my  fkill  and  agility.  Sometimes  I  would 
ut  up  my  fail,  and  then  my  bufmefs  was  only  to 
eer,  while  the  ladies  gave  me  a  gale  with  their  fans ; 
nd  when  they  were  weary,  fome  of  the  pages  would 
low  my  fail  forward  with  their  breath,  while  I  (hewed 
y  art  by  fleering  ftarboard  or  larboard,  as  I  pleafed. 
henl  had  done,  Glumdalclitch  alwayscarriedback 
y  boat  into  her  clofet,  and  hung  it  on  a  nail  to  dry. 
In  this  exercife  I  once  met  an  accident,  which 
had  like  to  have  coft  me  my  life  :  for  one  of  the 
pages  having  put  my  boat  into  th  .rough,  the  go* 
vernefs,  who  attended  Gluindakii'ch  very  offici- 
oufly  lifted  me  up  to  place  me  in  the  boat,  but  I 
happened  to  flip  through  her  fingers,  and  ihould 
infallibly  have  fallen  down  forty  feet  upon  the  floor, 
if,  by  the  luckieft  chance  in  the  world,  I  had  not 
been  flopped  by  a  corking-pin  that  Muck  in  the 
good  gentlewoman's  ilcmacher  ;  the  head  of  the 
pin  pafled  between  my  fhir:  and  the  waiftband  of 
my  breeches,  and  thus  I  wa->  held  by  the  middle  in 
the  air,  till  Glumdalclitch  ran  to  my  relief. 

Another  time,  one  of  the  fervants,  whofe  office 
it  was  to  fill  my  trough  every  third  day  with  frefk 
water,  was  fo  careleis  to  let  a  huge  frog  (not  per- 
ceiving Si)  flip  out  of  his  pail.  The  fiog  lay  conceal- 
ed till  I  was  put  into  my  boat,  but  then,  feeing  a 
jefting-place,  climbed  up,  and  made  it  lean  fo  much 
on  one  lide,  that  I  was  forced  to  balance  it  with  all 
my  weight  on  the  other  to  prevent  overturning. 
When  the  frog  was  goi  in,  it  hopped  at  once  half 
the  le.-gth  of  the  boat,  and  then  over  my  head, 
backwards  and  forwards,  daubing  my  face  and 
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clothes  with  its  odious  flime.     The  hrsenefs  of  its- 
features  made  it   appear  the  moft  deformed  animal 
that  can  be  conceived       However,  I  defired  Glum-j. 
dalcliich  to  lei  -,nc  deal  with  it  alone.     I   banged  it 
a  good  while  with  one  of  my  f culls,  and  at  latt  for- 
ced it  to  leap  out  •  f  the  boat. 

But  the  greateft  danger  I  ever  underwent  in  that 
kingdom,  was  from  a  monkey,  who  belonged  to- 
one  of  the  clerks  of  'he  k-itch'.-n.  Glumdalclitch  bad- 
locked  me  UP  ;n  her  c'of.,,    vhile  flic  went  ibme-1 
where  upon  bu-flnriV,  or  a  v:  ;,.   The  wruher  being; 
very  warm,  the  dofct -window  was  left  op?n,  as  welt? 
as  the  windows  and  the  door  of  my  bigger  box,  in- 
which  I  ufually  lived,  becaufe  of  its   largcnefs  and 
conveniency.     As  I  fat  quietiy  aieditating  at  my  ta- 
ble, I  heard  fbmething  bounce  in  at  the  clofet  win-- 
dow,  and  fkip  about  from  one  fide  to  the  other: 
whereat  although  I  were  much  alarmed*,  yet  I  ven-- 
tured  to  look  out,   but  not   ftirring  from  my  feat  ;. 
and  then  I  faw  this  frolickfome  animal  fri.iking  and 
leaping  up  and  down,  till  at  laft  he  came  to  my' 
box,  which  he  feemed  to  view  with  great   pleafure  - 
and  curioiity,  peeping  in  at  thedoor  and  every  win- 
dow. I  retreated  to  the  farther  corner  of  my  room, 
or  box,  but   the  monkey  looking  in   at  every  fide 
put  me  into  fuch  a  fright,  that  I  wanted  prefencc 
of  mind  to  conceal  myfelf  under  the  bed,  as  I  might 
eafily  have  done.  After  fome  time  fpent  in  peeping, 
grinning,  and  chattering,  he  at  laft  efpied  me,  and 
reaching  one  of  his  paws  in  at  the  door,  as  a  cat 
does  when  fhe  plays  with  a  moufe,  although  I  of- 
ten fhifted  place  to  avoid  him,  he  at  length  feized- 
the  lappet  of  my  coat,   (which,  being  made  of  that 
country  filk,  was  very  thick  and  ftrong,.)  and  drag-- 
ged  me  out.    He  took  me  up  in  his  right  fore-foot, 
and  held  me  as  a  nurfe  does  a  child  ihe  is  going  to 
fuckle,  juft  as  I  have  feen  the  fame  fort  of  creature 
do  with  a  kitten  in  Europe  ;   and,   when  I  offered 
to  ftruggle,  he  fqueezed  me  fo  hard,  that  I  thought 
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t  more  pmlcnt  to  iubmic.     1  have  good  reafon  to 
>elkvc,  th.it  he  took  me  for  a  r-jung  one  oF  his  own 
pecies,  by  his  often  ftrpaking  my  face  very  gently  with 
lis  ether  paw.   In  rhefe  diverflorss  he  was  interrupted 
)y  ;i  noife  at  the  clofet-dour,  as   if  fomebody  were 
ppening  it  ;   whereupon   lie   fuddenly  leaned  up  to 
he  window,  a:  which  he  had  come  in,  and  thence 
ipon  the  leads  and  gutters,  walkinguppn  three  legs, 
nd  holding  me  in  the  fourth,   till  he  clambered  up 
o  a  roof  that  was  -next  to  ours     I  heard  Glumdal- 
litch  give  a  Ihreek  at  the  moment  he  was  carrying 
e  out.     The  poor  girl  was  almoft  diftracted  :  that 
uarter  of  the  palace  v/as  all  in  an  uproar ;  the  fer- 
ants  ran  for  ladders ;  the  rnonkc:y  was  feen  by  hun- 
Ireds  in  ihe  court^  fitting  upon  the  ridge  of  a  build- 
rig,  holding  me  like  a  baby  in  one  of  his  forepaws, 
nd  feeding  me  with  the  other,   by  cramming  into 
r.y  mouth  fome  victuals  he  had  fqueezed  out  of  the 
ag  on  one  fide  of  his  chaps,  and  patting  me  when 
would  not  eat ;   whereat  many  of  the  rabble   be- 
low could  not  forbear  laughing  ;  neither  do  I  think 
they  jutily  ought  to  be  blamed,  for  without  queftion 
the  fight  was   ridiculous  enough  to   every  body  but 
myfelf.     Some  of  the  people  threw  up  ftones,  hop- 
Ing  to  drive  the  monkey  down ;  but  this  was  ftfict- 
ly  forbidden,  or   elfe  very  probably  my  brains  had 
been  daihed  our. 

The  ladders  were  now  applied,  and  mounted  by 
feveral  men,  which  the  monkey  obferving,  and 
finding  himfelf  almoft  incompafled ;  not  being  able 
to  make  fpeed  enough  with  his  .jhree  legs,  let  me 
<irop  on  a  ridge-tyle,  and  made  his  efcape.  Here  I 
fat  for  fome  time,  five  hundred  yards  from  the 
.ground,  expediing  every  moment  to  be  blown  down 
by  the  wind,  or  to  fall  by  my  own  giddinefs,  and 
come  tumbling  over  and  over  from  the  ridge  to  the 
eves  :  but  an  honeft  lad,  one  of  my  nurfe's  footmen, 
climbed  up,  and  putting  me  into  his  breeches  poc- 
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I  was  almoft  choaked  with  the  filthy  ftuff  the 
monkey  had  crammed  down  my  throat ;  but  my 
dear  little  nurfe  picked  it  out  of  my  mouth  with  a 
imall  needle,  and  then  I  fell  a-vomhing,  which 
gave  me  great  relief.  Yet  I  was  fo  weak,  and  bruif- 
ed  in  the  fides  with  the  fqueezes  given  me  by  this 
odious  animal,  that  I  was  forced  to  keep  my  bed  a 
fortnight.  The  King,  Queen,  and  all  the  court, 
lent  every  day  to  enquire  after  my  health,  and  her 
Majefty  made  me  feveral  vifits  during  my  iicknefs<. 
The  monkey  was  killed,  and  an  order  made  that 
no  fuch  animal  mould  be  kept  about  the  palace. 

When  [  attended  the  King  after  my  recovery  to 
return  him  thanks  for  his  favours,  he  was  pleafed 
to  rally  me  a  good  deal  upon  this  adventure.  He 
afked  me,  what  my  thoughts  and  Speculations  were 
while  I  lay  in  the  monkey's  paw  j  how  I  liked  the 
victuals  he  gave  me  ;  his  manner  of  feeding  ;  and 
whether  the  frefh  air  on  the  roof  had  (hardened 
my  flomach.  He  defired  to  know,  what  I  would 
have  done  upon  fuch  an  occaflon  in  my  own  coun- 
try. I  told  his  Majefty,  that  in  Europe  we  had  no 
monkeys,  except  fuch  as  were  brought  for  curiofi- 
ties  from  other  places,  and  fo  fmall,  that  I  could 
deal  with  a  dozen  of  them  together,  if  they  prefum- 
ed  to  attack  me,  And  as  for  that  monftrous  animal 
with  whom  I  was  fo  lately  engaged,  (it  was  indeed 
as  large  as  an  elephant,)  if  my  fears  had  fuffered 
me  to  think  fo  far  as  to  make  ufe  of  my  hanger, 
(looking  fjercelv,  and  clapping  my  hand  upon  the 
hilt,  as  I  fpoke,)  when  he  poked  his  paw  into  my 
chamber,  perhaps  I  fnould  have  given  him  fuch  a 
wound,  as  would  have  made  him  glad  to  withdraw 
it  with  more  hafte  than  he  put  it  in.  This  I  deli- 
vered in  a  firm  tone,  like  a  perfon  who  was  jealous 
left  his  courage  ihould  be  called  in  queftion.  How- 
ever, my  fpeech  produced  nothing  elfe  btfides  a 
loud  laughter,  which  all  the  refptcl,  due  to  his 
Majefty  from  thofe  about  him,  could  not  mak< 
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them  contain.  This  made  me  reflect,  how  vain  an 
attempt  it  is  for  a  man  to  endeavour  to  do  himfelf 
honour  among  thole,  who  are  out  of  all  degree  of 
equality  or  companion  with  him.  And  yet  I  have 
feen  the  moral  of  my  own  behaviour  very  frequent 
in  England  iince  my  return,  where  a  little  contemp- 
tible vaiiet,  without  the  leaft  title  to  birth,  perfon, 
wit,  or  common  fenfe,  fhall  prefume  to  look  with 
importance,  and  put  himfelf  upon  a  foot  with  the 
grcateft  perfons  of  the  kingdom. 

I  was  every  day  furnishing  the  court  wkh  fome 
ridiculous  ftory  ;  and  Glumdalclitch,  although  ttie 
!oved  me  to  excefs,  yet  was  arch  enough  to  inform 
the  Queen,  whenever  I  committed  any  folly  that 
Hie  thought  would  be  diverting  to  herMajefty.  The 
girl,  who  had  been  out  of  order,  was  carried  by 
her  governefs  to  take  the  air  about  an  hour's  dif- 
ta.ice,  or  thirty  miles  from  town.  They  -alighted 
out  of  the  coach  near  a  fmall  foot-path  in  a  field, 
and,  Glumdalclitch  fetting  down  my  travelling-box, 
went  out  of  it  to  walk.  There  was  a  cow-dung 
l|:ri  the  path,  and  I  muft  need  try  my  activity  by  at- 
empting  to  leap  over  it.  I  took  a  run,  but  unfor- 
umtrely  jumped  fhort,  and  found  myfeif  juft  in  the 
liddle  up  to  my  knees.  I  waded  through  with  fome 
difficulty,  and  one  of  the  footmen  wiped  me  as  clean 
is  he  could  with  his  handkerchief;  for  I  was  filthi- 
ly bemired,  and  my  nurfe  confined  me  to  my  box, 
till  we  returned  home  ;  where  the  Queen  was  foon 
nformed  of  what  had  paiTed,  and  the  footmen 
fpr-fad  it  about  the  court  j  fo  that  all  the  mirth  for 
fo.ne  days  was  at  my  expenfe. 
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CHAP.     VI  *.  | 

contrivances  of  the  author  to  pleafs  the  King. 
and  Qiteen*  .Hejbews  his  Jkill  in  mufic.  The  A7*£ 
inquires  into  the  ft  ate  of  England,  which  the  author 
relates  to  him.  The  King's  chfervat  ions  thereon. 

T  USED  to  attend  the  King's  I-:vee  once  or  twice 
-"•  a  week,  and  had  often  ken  him  under  the  bar- 
ber's hand,  which  indeed  was  at  fir  it  very  terrible'' 
to  behold  :  for  the  razor  was  almoft  twice  as  long 
as  an  ordinary  fcythe.  His  M.ijeAy,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  was  only  fhaved  twice 
a-week.  I  once  prevailed  on  the  barber  to  aive  me- 
fome  of  the  fuds  or  hither,  out  of  which  1  picked 
forty  or  fifty  of  the  ftrongeft  itumps  of  hair.  1  then 
took  a  piece  of  fine  wood,  and  cut  it  like  the  back 
of  a  comb,  making  feveral  holes  in  it  at  equal  dil- 
tance  with  as  fmall  a  needle  as  I  could  get  from 

*  In  this  chapter  the  author  gives  an  account  of  the  political  flate 
of  Europe.  His  obfervations  are  delivered  with  his  ufual  fpirit  <  f  hu- 
mour and  fcverity.  He  appears  mcfr.  particularly  ailected  with  the1 
proceedings  of  the  courts  of  judicature,  end  complains  of  being  almoft 
ruined  by  a  chancery-  iuit,  which  was  dittrn-.ir.td  In  bis  favour  wish 
cofts.  It  muft  be  confefled,  that  inftances  of  this  kind  are  too  frequent' 
in  our  courts  of  jnfiicej  and  they  leave  us  nc  rot-m  to  boaftof  the  ex- 
ecution of  out  prefentlaws,  however  excellent  the  laws,  in  their  own 
original  foundation,  may  have  been.  Judgener.t,  when  turned  \r.ts 
ivtrm'WO'jd,  n  bitter}  bnt  delays,  as  Lord  Bacon  obferves,  turn  it  in- 
fo vinegar.  It  becomes  /harp  and  corroding:  and  certainly  it  is  morer 
ele.ible  to  die  imrnedia'ely  by  the  wound  of  an  enemy,  th^n  to  deo«y 
lingering  by  poifon,  'adinir.iftfred  from  a  fteming  friend.  Orrery. 

The  noble  commentator  is  mifLken  as  to  his  firft  obfetvadon  ;  for 
Gulliver  has  here  given  a  political  account  of  no  country  but  JEng- 
land.  It  is  however  a  mifiake  to  which  any  commentator  would 
have  been  liable,  who  had  read  little  more  than  the  title:,  or  contents 
of  the  chapters,  into  which  this  work  is  divided}  for  the  word  Eu- 
rope has,  in  feme  English,  and  all  the  Irifa  editions,  been  printed  in 
the  title  of  this  chapter,  inikad  of  England. 

Glumdalditch. 
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Glumdalclitch.  1  fixed  in  the  ftumps  fo  artiticiallv, 
fcraping  and  iloping  them  with  my  knife  tow,,i\!s 
the  point?,  th.it  I  made  a  very  tolerable  comb  ; 
which  was  a  feafonable  fupply,  my  own  being  l<) 
much  broken  in  the  teeth,  that  it  was  almoit  uie- 
Icis  :  neither  did  I  know  anv  anift  in  that  countrv 

>  * 

fo  nice  and  exa£t,  as  would  undertake  to  make  me 
another. 

And  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  amufemcnr, 
wherein  I  fpent  many  of  my  leifure- hours.  I  degr- 
ee! theQ^een'?  woman  to  favc  fcr  me  the  combings 
of  her  M.-ijefry's  hair.,  \vliercof  in  time  I  got  a  good 
quantity,  and  confuting  with  my  friend  the  cabi- 
net-maker, who  had  received  general  orders  to  do/ 
little  jobs  for  me,  I  directed  him  to  make  two  chair- 
frames,  no  larger  than  thofe  I  had  in  my  box,  and 
then  to  bore  little  holes  with  a  fine  awl  round  thofe 
parts  where  I  cciigned  the  backs  and  feats;  through 
thele  holes  I  wove  the  ftronseft  hairs  I  could  pick 

O  * 

out,  juft  after  the  manner  of  cane- chains  in  England. 

When  they  were  finifhed,  I  made  a  prefent  of  them 
to  her  Majefty,  who  kept  them  in  her  cabinet,  and 
ufed  to  Ihew  them  for  curiofities,  as  indeed  they 
tvere  the  wonder  of  every  one  .that  beheld  them. 
The  Queen  would  have  had  me  fit  upon  one  oi: 
rhofe  chairs,  but  I  abfolutely  refufed  to  obey  her, 
prou-fting  I  would  rather  die  a  thoufand  deaths, 
than  place  a  diflionourable  part  of  my  body  on  thofe 
precious  hairs  that  once  adorned  her  Majefry's  head. 
Of  thefe  hairs  (as  I  had  always  a  mechanical  genius,) 
1  likewife  made  a  neat  little  purfe  about  five  feec 
long,  with  her  Majeily's  name  decyphered  in  gold 
letters  which  I  gave  to  Glumdaklitch  by  the 
Qtjeen's  confent.  To  fay  the  truth,  it  was  more 
for  fhew  than  ufe,  being  not  of  ftrengfh  to  bear  the 
weight  of  the  larger  coins,  and  therefore  (he  kept 
nothing  in  it  but  iome  licde  tovs  that  girls  are  fond 
of. 

The  King,  who  delighted  in  muiic,  had  frequent 
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concerts  at  court,  to  which  I  was  fometimes  carried, 
and  fet  in  my  box  on  a  table  to  hear  them  :  but  the 
noife  was  fp  great,  that  i  could  hardly  difiinguifh 
the  tunes.  I  am  confident,  that  all  the  drums  and 
trumpets  of  a  royal  army,  beating  and  founding 
together  juft  at  your  ears,  could  not  equal  it.  My 
practice  was  to  have  my  box  removed  from  the  place . 
•where  the  performers  fat,  as  far  as  I  could,  then  to 
ihut  the  doors  and  windows  of  it,  and  draw  the 
window-curtains;  after  which  I  found  their  rnufic 
not  dlfagrceable. 

I  had  learned  in  my  yoiiih  to  play  a  little  upon 
the  ipinet.  Glumdaklitch  kept  one  in  her  cham- 
ber, and  a  matter  attended  twice  a  week  to  teach 
her  :  I  called  it  a  fpinet,  becaufe  it  fomewhat  re- 
fembled  that  internment,  and  was  played  upon  in 
the  iame  manner.  A  fancy  came  into  my  head* 
that  I  would  entertain  the  King  and  Queen  with  an 
Englifh  tune  upon  this  initrument.  But  this  ap- 
peared extremely  difficult:  for  the  fpinet  was  near 
fixty  feet  long  each  key  being  almoft  a  foot  wide, 
fo  that  with  my  arms  extended  I  could  not  reach  to 
above  five  keys,  and  to  prefs  them  down  required  a 
good  fmart  ftroke  with  my  fift,  which  would  be  too 
great  a  labour,  and  to  no  purpofe.  The  method  I 
contrived  was  this  :  I  prepared  two  round  fticks 
about  the  bignefs  of  common  cudgels ;  they  were 
thicker  at  one  end  than  the  other,  and  I  co.vered 
the  thicker  ends  with  a  piece  of  moufe's  ikin,  that, 
by  rapping  on  them,  I  might  neither  damage  the 
tops  of  the  keys,  nor  interrupt  the  iound.  Before 
the  fpinet  a  bench  was  placed  about  four  feet  below 
the  keys,  and  I  was  put  upon  the  bench.  I  ran  fide- 
ling  upon  it  that  way  and  this,  as  fa  ft  as  I  could, 
banging  the  proper  keys  wiih  my  two  flicks,  and 
made  a  ihift  to  p;ay  a  jig  to  the  great  iatisfaction  of 
both  their  Majcfties  :  but  it  was  the  mod  violent 
exerciie  i  evrr  underwent,  and  yet  I  could  not  ftrike 
iixtecn  keys,  nor  confequently  play  the  bafs 

and 


Chap.  VI.  A  VOYAGE  roBROBDINGNAG.  53 

and  treble  together,  as  other  artifts  do  ;   which  was 
a  great  diladvantage  to  my  performance. 

The  King,  who,  as  I  before  obferved,  was  a 
prince  of  excellent  understanding,  would  frequent- 
ly order,  that  I  fhouid  be  brought  in  my  box,  and 
fee  upon  the  table  in  his  cloiet  ;  he  would  then 
command  me  to  bring  one  of  my  chairs  out  of  the 
box,  and  lit  down  within  three  ymis  diliance  upon 
the  too  of  the  cabinet,  which  brought  me  almott  to 
a  level  \vhh  his  face.  In  this  manner  I  had  feveral 
converfatSor.s  \vith  him.  I  one  day  took  the  free- 
dom to  tell  his  Majsfty,  that  the  con1  envoi:  he  dif- 
coveie-.l  tow_ii\is  Europe,  and  the  reft  of  the  world, 
did  not  il^m  anKverable  to  thofe  excellent  qualities 
of  mi  ml  that  he  was  mailer  of:  that  reafon  did  not 
extend  itfelf  with  the  bulk  of  the  body  ;  on  the 
contrary,  we  obferved  in  cur  country,  that  the 
Ealleft  perfons  were  uiually  lead  provided  with  it : 
thar,  among  other  animals,  bees  and  ants  had  the 
reputation  of  more  inclultry,  arc,  and  fagacity,  than-- 
many  of  tlu  larger  kinds  ;  and  that,  as  mconfider- 
able  as  he  took  me  to  be,  I  hoped  I  rni^ht  live  to 
do  his  M^jeity  ibme  fignal  iervics.  The  K^~  heard 
me  with  attention,  and  began  to  conceive  a  much 
better  opinion  uf  me  than  he  had  ever  b:  ;ie.  He 
deiired  I  would  give  him  as  exact  an  account  of  the 
government  of  England,  as  I  poiiibly  cou.M  ;  b^- 
caufe,  as  fond  as  princes  commonly  are  of  theii' 
wn  cuftoms,  (for  io  he  conjectured  of  other  mo* 
narchs  by  my  former  diicourfes,)  he  fnould  be  glad 
to  hear  of  any  thing  that  might  delerve  imitation. 

Imagine  with  thyfelf.  courteous  reader,  how  of- 
ten I  then  vvifhed  for  the  tongus  of  Demofthenes 
or  Cicero,   that  might  have  enabled  me  to  celebrate- 
the  praife  of  my  ov;n  dear  native  country,   in  a  flile: 
Iqual  to  its  merits  and  felicity. 

I  began  my  difcourfe  by  informing  his  Majefty, 
that  our  dominions  confined  of  two  illands.  which, 
compofed  three  mighty  kingdoms  under  one  fove- 

F  3  j-tioii. 
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reign,  befides  our  plantations  in  America.  I  dwelt 
long  upon  the  fertility  of  our  foil,  and  the  tempe- 
rature of  our  climate.  I  then  fpoke  at  large  upon 
the  conftitutien  of  an  Englilh  parliament,  partly 
made  up  of  an  illuflrious  body  called  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  perfons  of  the  nobler!  blood,  and  of  the 
moft  ancient  and  ample  patrimonies  1  clefcribed 
that  extraordinary  care  always  taken  of  their  educa- 
tion in  arts  and  arms,  to  qualify  them  for  being 
counfellors  both  to  the  king  and  kingdom  ;  to  have 
a  ihare  in  the  legislature  ;  to  be  members  of  the 
higheft  court  of  judicature,  from  whence  there 
could  be  no  appeal  ;  and  to  be  champions  always 
ready  for  the  defence  of  their  prince  and  countiy, 
by  their  valour,  conduct,  and  fidelity.  That  theie 
were  the  ornament  and  bulwark  of  the  kingdom, 
worthy  followers  of  their  moft  renowned  ancestors, 
whole  honour  had  been  the  reward  of  their  virtue, 
from  which  their  pofterity  were  never  once  known 
to  degenerate.  To  thefe  were  joined  feveral  holy 
perfons  as  part  of  that  affembly,  under  the  title  of 
bishops,  whofe  peculiar  builneis  it  is  to  take  care  of 
religion,  and  of  thofe  who  inftruct  the  people 
therein.  Thefe  were  fearched  and  fought  out 
through  the  whole  nation,  by  the  prince  and  his 
wifeft  counfellors  among  fuch  of  the  priefthood,  as 
were  moft  defervedly  diftinguifhed  by  the  fanclity 
of  their  lives,  and  the  depth  of  their  erudition, 
who  were  indeed  the  fpiritual  fathers  of  the  clergy 
and  the  people. 

That  the  other  part  of  the  parliament  confifted 
of  an  afTembly  called  the  houfe  of  commons,  who 
were  all  principal  gentlemen,  freely  picked  and  cull- 
ed out  by  the  people  themfelves,  for  their  great  a- 
bilities  and  love  of  their  country,  to  reprefent  the 
wifdom  of  the  whole  nation.  And  that  thefe  two 
bodies  made  up  the  moft  auguft  ailembly  in  Europe, 
to  whom,  in  conjunction  with  the  prince,  the  whole 
legiilature  is  committed. 
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I  thru  defcended  to  t.he  courts  of  juftice,  over 
which  the  judges,  thofe  venerable  foges  and  inrer- 
prct<_rs  of  rhc  law,  prefided  for  determining  the 
ilifpuied  rights  and  properties  of  men,  as  well  as 
for  the  puniihment  of  vice  and  protection  of  inno- 

,:e.  I  mentioned  the -prudent  management  <•£ 
our  trcaiury,  the  valour  and  afchicvements  of  cur 
forces  by  ie.i  and  land.  I  computed  the  number  of 
our  people,  by  reckoning  how  many  millions  there 
might  be  of  each  religious  fv.cc,  or  political  party  a- 
mom*  us.  I  did  -not  omit  even  our  foorts  and 

-*J  i 

paitimes,  or  .any  other  particular,  which  I  thought 
might  redound  co  the  honour  of  my  coimtiy.  Ai.d 
1  fitiilhed  all  with  a  brier  hiilioricai  account  of  af- 
fairs and  evenis  in  England  for  about  an  hundred 
years  pad. 

This  converfation  was  not  ended  under  five  au- 
diences, each  of  feveral  hours  ;  and  the  king  heard 
the  whole  wich  great  attention,  frequently  taking 
notes  of  what  I  fpoke,  as  well  as  memorandums  of 
what  queftions  he  intended  to  afk  me. 

When  I  had  put  an  end  to  thefe  long  difcourfes, 
his  Majefty  in  a  fixth  audience  confuking  hii  notes, 
propofed  many  doubts,  queries,  and  objections  ur- 
on  every  article,  He  &lked  what  methods  were  ufed 
to  cultivate  the  minds  and  bodies  of  our  young  no- 
bility, and  in  what  kind  of  buiinefs  they  commonly 
(pent  the  firft  and  teachable  part  of  their  lives. 
What  courfe  was  taken  to  fupply  that  arTembly 
when  any  noble  family  became  extinct.  What  qua- 
lifications were  necefTary  in  thole  who  are  to  be 
created  new  lords  :  whether  the  humour  of  the 
prince,  a  ium  cf  money  to  a  court-lady  or  a  prime 
minifter,  or  a  defign  ot  ftrengthening  a  party  op- 
polite  to  the  public  intereft,  ever  happened  to  be 
motives  in  thofe  advancements,  What  {hare  of 
knowledge  thefe  lords  had  in  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, and  how  they  came  by  it,  fo  as  to  enable  them 
to  decide  the  properties  of  their  fellow  fubjccts  in 

the 
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the  laft  refort.  Whether  they  were  always  fo  free 
from  avarice,  partialities,  or  want,  that  a  bribe  or 
ibme  other  finifter  view  could  have  no  place  among, 
them.  Whether  thole  holy  lords  I  fpoke  of,  were 
always  promoted  to  that  rank  upon  account  of 
their  knowledge  in  religious  matters,  and  the  fane- 
tity  of  their  lives;  had  never  been  compilers  with 
the  tiaies  while  they  were  common  priefts,  or  fia- 
viih  proftitute  chaplains,  to  fome  nobleman,  whofe 
opini -?ns  they  continued  ftrvilely  to  follow  after 
they  were  admitted  into  that  aifembly. 

He  then  cleiired  to  know,  what  arts  were  nracli- 
fed  in  electing  thofe  whom  I  called'  commoners  : 
whether  a  ft  ranger  with  a  ftrong  purie  might  not 
influence  the  vulgar  voters  to  chufe  him  before 
their  own  landlord,  or  the  moil  considerable  gen- 
tleman in  the  neighbourhood.  How  it  came  to  pafs, . 
that  people  were  fo  violently  bent  upon  getting  into 
this  afijmbly,  which  I  allowed  to  be  a  great  trou- 
ble and  expence,  often  to  the  ruin  of  their  families, 
without  any  falary  or  penfion  ;  becaufethis  appear- 
ed fuch  an  exalted  ftrain  of  vi;tue  and  public  ipi- 
rir,  that  his  Majefty  feerned  to  doubt  it  might  pof- 
fibly  not  be  always  fincere  :  and  he  delired  to  k.iow 
whether  fuch  zealous  gentlemen  could  have  any 
views  of  refunding  themfelves  for  the  charges  and 
trouble  they  were  at,  by  facrificing  the  public  good 
to  the  defigns  of  a  weak  and  vicious  prince,  in  con- 
junction with  a  conupted  miniftry.  He  multiplied 
his  queftions,  and  fifted  me  thoroughly  upon  eve- 
ry part  of  this  head,  propofing  numberlefs  enqui- 
ries and  objections,  which  I  think  it  not  prudent 
or  convenient  to  repeat. 

Upon  what  1  laid  in  relation  to  our  courts  of  ju- 
ftice,  his  Majefty  defired  to  be  fatisfied  in  feveral 
points  :  and  this  1  was  the  better  able  to  do,  ha- 
ving been  formerly  almoft  ruined  by  a  long  fuit  in 
chancery,  which  was  decreed  for  me  with  coils.  He 
afked  what  time  was  ufually  fpciit  in  determining 

between 
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between  right  and  wrong,  and  what  degree  of  ex- 
psnce.  Whether  advocates  and  orators  had  liber- 
ty to  plead  in  cauics  manifeftly  known  to  be  unjuft, 
vexatious,  or  opprcfllve.  Whether  party  in  reli- 
gion or  politics  were  obferved  to  be  of  any  weight 
in  the  fcale  of  juftice.  Whether  thofe  pleading  ora- 
tors were  pcrfons  educated  in  the  general  knowledge 
of  equity,  or  only  in  provincial,  national,  and  o- 
ther  local  cuiloms.  "\Vhether  they  or  their  judges 
h  d  any  pare  in  penning  thole  laws,  which  they  af- 
fumed  the  liberty  of  interpreting  and  glofling  upon 
at  their  pleaiure  Whether  they  had  ever,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  pleaded  for  and  againit  the  fame 
caufe,  and  cited  precedents  to  prove  contrary  opi- 
nions. Whether  they  were  a  rich  or  a  poor  cor- 
poration. Whether  they  received  any  pecuniary 
reward  for  pleading  or  delivering  their  opinions. 
And  particularly,  whether  they  were  ever  admitted 
as  members  in  the  lower  fenate. 

H-s  fell  next  upon  the  management  of  our  trea- 
fury;  and  faid,  he  thought  my  memory  had  fail- 
ed me,  becaufe  I  computed  cur  taxes  at  about  five 
or  iix  millions  a-year,  and  when  I  came  to  mention 
the  iflues,  he  found  they  amounted  to  fornetimes 
more  than  double  :  for  the  notes  he  had  taken 
were  very  particular  in  this  point,  becaufe  he 
hoped,  as  he  told  me,  that  the  knowledge  of  our 
conduct  might  be  ufeful  to  him,  and  he  could  not 
be  deceived  in  hio  calculations.  But,  if  what  I  told 
him  were  true,  he  was  ftill  at  a  lofs  how  a  king- 
dom could  run  out  of  its  efhue  like  a  private  per- 
fon.  He  sliced  me,  who  were  o.ur  creditors  :  and 
where  we  found  money  to  pay  them.  He  wonder- 
ed to  hear  me  talk  of  iuch  chargeable  and  expen- 
iive  wars ;  that  certainly  we  muft  be  a  quarrelfome 
people,  or  live  among  very  bad  neighbours,  and 
that  our  generals  muft  needs  be  richer  than  our 
gs.  He  alked  what  bufinefs  we  had  out  of  our 
own  ifLinds,  unjefs  upon  the  icore  of  trads  or  trea- 
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ty,  or  to  defend  the  coafts  with  our  fleet.  Above 
all,  he  was  amazed  to  hear  me  tslk  of  a  mercenary 
Standing  army  in  the  midit  of  peace,  and  among  a 
free  people.  Ke  faid,  if  we  were  governed  by  our 
own  conlent,  in  the  perfons  of  our  reprefentatives, 
he  could  not  imagine  of  whom  we  were  afraid,  or 
a^amrt  whom  we  were  to  fisht ;'  and  would  hear 

**  *^  '      l 

my  opinion,  whether  a  private  man's  houfe  might 
not  better  be  defended  by  himfelf,  his  children, 
and  faraily,  than  by  half  a  dozen  rafcals,  picked 
up  at  a  venture  in  the  iireet  for  f trial  I  wages,  who 
might  get  an  hundred  times  more  for  cutting  their 
throats. 

He  laughed  at  my  odd  kind  of  arithmetic  (as  he 
was  pteafed  to  call  it)  in  reckoning  the  numbers  of 
our  people  by  a  computation  drawn  from  the  feveral 
lefts  among  us  in  religion  and  politics.  He  faid, 
he  knew  no  reafon  why  thofe,  who  entertain  opi- 
nions prejudicial  to  the  public,  fhould  be  obliged  to 
change,  or  fliould  not  be  obliged  to  conceal  tiftm. 
And  as  it  was  tyranny  in  any  government  to  require 
the  firft,  fo  it  was  weaknefs  not  to  inforce  the  fe- 
cond  :  for  a  man  may  be  allowed  to  keep  poifons 
in  his  clofet,  but  not  to  vend  them  about  for  cor- 
dials. 

He  obferved,  that  among  the  diverfi6ns  of  our 
nobility  and  gentry,  I  had  mentioned  gaming  ;  he 
defired  to  know  at  what  age  this  entertainment  was 
ufually  taken  up,  and  when  it  was  laid  down  ,  how 
much  of  their  time  it  employed  :  whether  it  ever 
went  fo  high  as  to  affect  their  fortunes  :  whether 
mean  vicious  people,  by  their  dexterity  in  that  art, 
mrght  not  arrive  at  great  riches,  and  fometimes  keep 
our  very  nobles  in  dependence,  as  well  as  habituate 
them  to  vile  companions,  wholly  take  them  from 
the  improvement  of  their  uninds,  and  force  them 
by  the  loifcs  they  received,  to  learn  and  prac~hie 
that  ir- ''amous  dexterity  upon  others 

He  was  perfectly  atlonifhed  with  the  hiftorleal 

account 
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Recount  I  gave  him  of  our  affairs  during  the  laft 

O  v-' 

century,  protefting  it  was  only  a  heap  of  confpira- 
cies,  rebellions,  murders,  maflacrcs,  revolutions, 
baniihments,  the  very  worft  effects  that  avarice, 

^ 

f.:<ftion,  hypocrify,  perfidioufnefs,  cruelty,  rage, 
inadnefs,  hatred,  envy,  Lull,  malice,  and  ambition 
•on Id  produce. 

His  M;;jvjilv,  in  another  audience,  w?.s  at  the 
p.iins  to  fvcapiriilate  the  fum  of  ail  I  had  fpoken  ; 
compared  the  queftions  he  made,  with  the  an  I  <A  era 
I  had  given  ;  then  taking  me  into  his  hands,  and 
Ihoakiog  me  gently,  delivered  hirnfeif  in  thtle 
words,  which!  ihall  never  forget,  nor  the  manner 
he  (poke  them  in  :  My  little  friend  Grildrig,  you 
have  made  a  moft  admirable  panegyric  upon  your 
country  :  you  have  clearly  proved,  that  ignorance, 
idlencfs.,  and  vice  are  the  proper  ingredients  for 
qualifying  a  legifl.itor  ;  that  laws  are  bell:  explained, 
interpreted,  and  applied  by  thofe  whofe  intereft  and 
abilities  lie  in  perverting,  confounding,  and  eluding 
them.  I  ob'eive  among;  vou  fome  lines  of  an  in- 
ititution,  which,  in  its  original  might  have  been  to- 
lerable, but  thefe  half  eraied,  and  the  reft  wholly 
blurred  and  blotted  by  corruptions.  It  doth  not 
appear  from  all  you  have  faid,  how  any  one  per- 
fection is  required  toward  the  procurement  of  any 
one  ftation  among  you;  muchlefs  that  men  are  en- 
nobled on  account  of  their  virtue,  that  priefts  are 
advanced  tor  their  piety  or  learning,  foldiers  for 
their  conduct  or  valour,  judges  for  their  integrity, 
fenators  for  the  love  of  their  country,  or  couniel- 
lors  for  their  wifdom.  As  for  vourfelf,  continued 

J 

the  King,  who  have  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  your 
life  in  travelling,  I  am  well  di'.pofed  to  hope  you 
may  hitherto  have  efcaped  many  vices  of  your 
country.  But  bv  what  I  have  gathered  from 

/  *  o 

your  own  relation,  and  the  anfwers  I  have  with 
much  pains  wringed  and  extorted  from  you,  I  can- 
not but  conclude  the  bulk  of  your  natives  to  be  t; 


mo  ft 
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mod:  pernicious  race  of  little  odious  vermin,  that 
nature  ever  fullered  to  crawl  upon  the  furface  of 
the  earth. 


CHAP.      Vil  *. 

The  author's  hve  cf  his  country.    He  makes  a  propofal 
of  much  advantage  to  the  King^  which  is  re.jetted. 
The  King's  great  ignorance  in  politics.     The  learn- 
ing of  that  country  very  imperfect  and  confined.  Tte 
laws,  and.  military  affair  S*  ami  par  tits  in  thejlate. 

"VTOTHING  but  an  extreme  love   of  truth  could 
•*• '    have  hindered  me  from  concealing  this  part  of 
my  ftory.   It  was  in  vain  to  diicover  my  refentments, 
which  were  always  turned  into  ridicule  ;   and  I  was 
forced   to   reft  with   patience,  while  my  noble  and 
moil  beloved  country  was  Co  injuriously  treated.     I 
am  as  heartily  ferry  as  any  of  my  readers  can  poilibly 
be,  that  fuch  an  occaiion  was  given  :  but  this  prince 
happened  to  be  fo  curious  and  inquiiitive  upon  eve- 
ry particular,   that   it    could   not  contift  either  with 
gratitude   or  good  manners   to   refufe   giving  him 
what  fatlsfaclion  I  was  able.   Yet  thus  much  I  may 
be  allowed  to  fay  in  my  own  vindication,  that  1  art- 
fully eluded  many  of  his  queftions,  and  gave  to  eve- 
ry point  a  more  favourable  turn,  by  many  degrees, 
than  the  ftridtncfsof  truth  would  allow.  For  I  have 

*  Tliis  chapter  contains  fuch  f?.rcnfms  on  the  ilrudhire  of  the  hu- 
man body,  as  rco  plainh  fr.cw,  ti  at  the  author  was  unwilling  t»  loll; 

any  opportunity  <->t'  tieb-f>ng  arid  rid.cuiing  his  own  i'pccu  s. H_-re 

aniliction  naturally  occurs,  which,  vvi  hcut  ar,y  iupcrliition,  L-ajs 
tatiih  to  a.lir.ire  and  coiifci's  the  \v\iys  of  Providence.  For  t!.i  great 
eei  ius,  this  mighty  wit,  vvho  (cciinid  to  fcuff  and  fcorn  at  a!l  m  n- 
kind,  lived  n;-t  onlv  to  be  ;m  example  to  punifli  his  own  pride,  JJK! 
to  terrify  rnrs,  but- underwent  iome  of  the  greattft  miieries  to  which 
human  nature  is  liable.  Orrery^ 

always 
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, that  laudable  partiality  to  my  country,  which  Di- 
konyfius  Haiicarn  ilTeniis  with  fo  much  juftice  re- 
KOmmends  to  an  hiltorian  :  I  would  hide  the  frail- 
[tics  and  deformities  of  my  political  mother,  and 
[•place  her  virtues  and  beauties  in  the  mod  advanta- 
geous light.  This  was  my  fincere  endeavour  in 
whole  many  difcourfes  I  had  with  that  monarch,  al- 
Ithough  it  unfortunately  failed  of  fuccefs. 

But  great  allowances  fhould  be  given  to  a  King, 
o  lives  wholly  fecluded  from  the  reft  of  the 
world,  and  muft  therefore  be  altogether  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  manners  and  cuftoms  that  moft  prevail 
n  other  nations :  the  want  of  which  knowledge  will 
;ver  produce  many  prejudices,  and  a  certain  nar- 
"ownefs  of  thinking,  from  which  we  and  the  po- 
iter  countries  of  Europe  are  wholly  exempted.  And 
t  would  be  hard  indeed,  if  fo  remote  a  prince's  no- 
ions  of  virtue  and  vice  were  to  be  offered  as  a  ftan- 
iard  for  all  mankind. 

To  confirm  what  I  have  now  faid,  and  further 
o  fhew  the  miferable  effects  of  a  confined  educa- 
ion,   I  fhall  here  infert  a  paflage  which  will  hardly 
obtain  belief.    In  hopes  to  ingratiate  myfelf  farther 
nto  his  Majcfty's  favour,  I  told   him  of  an  inven- 
ion  difcovered   between   three   and    four  hundred 
'ears  ago  to  make  a   certain  powdsr,  into  an  heap 
)f  which  the  fmalleft  fpark  of   fire   falling,  would 
:indle  the  whole  in  a  moment,  although  it  were  as 
ig  as  a  mountain,  and  make  it  all  fly  up  in  the  air 
gether,  with  a  noife  and  agitation  greater  than 
under.     That  a  proper  quantity  of  this  powder, 
mmed  into  an  hollow  tube  of  brafs   or  iron,  ac- 
>rding  to  its  bignefs,  would  drive  a  ball  of  iron  or 
ad  with  1uch  violence  and  fpeed.   as  nothing  was 
?le  to  luftain  its  force.    That  the  largeft  balls  thus 
ifcharged  would  not   only  deftroy  whole  ranks  of 
i  army  at  once,  but  batter  the  ftrongeft  walls  to 
.e  ground,  fink  down  ihips,  with  a  thoufand  men 
each,  to  the  bottom  of  the  fea :  and,  when  link- 
VoL.V.  F  ed 
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cd  together  by  a  chain,  would  cut  through 
and  rigging,  divide  hundreds  of  bodies  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  lay  all  wafte  before  them.  That  we  often 
put  this  powder  into  large  hollow  balls  of  iron,  and 
difchargtd  them  by  an  engine  into  fome  city  we 
were  befieging,  which  would  rip  up  the  pavement?, 
tear  the  houfes  to  pieces,  burft  and  throw  fplinters 
on  every  fide,  dailung  out  the  brains  of  all  who 
came  near.  That  I  knew  the  ingredients  very  well, 
which  were  cheap  and  common  ;  I  underftood  the 
manner  of  compounding  them,  and  could  direct  his 
workmen  how  10  make  thofe  tubes  of  a  fize  pro- 
portionable to  all  other  things  in  hisMajefty's  king- 
dom, and  the  largeft  need  not  be  above  an  hundred 
feet  long  ;  twenty  or  thirty  of  which  tubes,  charged 
with  the  proper  quantity  of  powder  and  balls,  would 
batter  down  the  walls  of  the  ftrongeft  town  in  his 
dominions  in  a  few  hours,  or  deftroy  the  whole 
metropolis,  if  ever  it  (hould  pretend  to  difpute  his 
abfolute  commands.  This  I  humbly  offered  to  his 
Majefty,  as  a  fmall  tribute  of  acknowledgment  in 
return  of  fo  many  marks  that  I  had  received  of  his 
royal  favour  and  protection. 

The  king  was  (truck  with  horror  at  the  defcrip- 
tion  I  had  given  of  thofe  terrible  engines,  and  the 
propofal  I  had  made.  He  was  amazed,  how  fo  im- 
potent and  groveling  an  infect  as  I  (thefe  were  his 
cxpreffions)  could  entertain  fuch  inhuman  ideas,, 
and  in  fo  familiar  a  manner,  as  to  appear  wholly 
•unmoved  at  all  the  fcenes  of  blood  and  defolation, 
which  I  had  painted  as  the  common  effects  of  thofc 
deflructive  machines,  whereof  he  faid  fome  evil  ge- 
nius,  enemy  to  mankind,  muft  have  been  the  firfl 
contriver.  As  for  himfelf,  he  protefted,  that  al- 
though few  things  delighted  him  fo  much  as  new 
difcoveries  in  art  or  in  nature,  yet  he  would  rathci 
lofe  half  his  kingdom,  than  be  privy  to  fuch  a  fe- 
cret,  which  he  commanded  me,  as  I  valued  mylife: 
never  to  mention  any  more. 
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A  ftrange  effect  of  narrow  principles  and  fliorc 
views !    that    a   prince    poiTcilcd    of  every   quality 
which   procures  veneiMti  >n,  love,  and   efteem  ;  ot 
ftrong  parts,  great  wifdom,  and  profound  learning, 
endowed  with    admirable   talents   for   government* 
and  almoil  adored  by  his  lubjects,  iliould  from  a 
nice   unneceiTiry  fcrupie,    whereof  in   Europe   \.c 
can  have  no  conception,  let  flip  an  opportunity  put 
into  his  hands,  that  would  have  made  him  abioiute 
mailer  of  the  lives,  the  liberties,  and  the  fortunes 
of  his  people.     Neither  do  I  fay  this  with  the  leaft 
intention  to  detract  from  the  many  virtues  of  that 
excellent  king,   whole  character,  I  am  ienfible,  will 
on  this  account  be  very  much  Icilcned  in  the  opi- 
nion of  an  Englifh   reader:   but  I   take  this  defect 
among  them  to  have  rilen  from  their  ignorance,  by 
not  having  hitherto  reduced  politics  into  a  fcience, 
as  the  more  acute  wits  of  Europe  have  done.     For 
I  remember  very  well  in  a  difcourfe  one  day  with, 
the  King,  when  I  happened  to  fay  there  were  feve- 
'ral  thouland  books  among  us  written  upon  the  arc 
of  government,  it  gave  him  (directly  contrary  to 
my  intention,)  a  very  mean  opinion  of  our  under- 
ftandings.     He    profefled  both    to  abominate  and 
defpife  all  myftery,  refinement,  and  intrigue,  either 
in  a  Prince  or  a  Minifter.     He  could  not  tell  what 
I  meant  by  ftcrets  of  ftate,  where  an  enemy,  or 
fome  rival  nation,   were  not  in  the  caie.     He  con- 
fined the  knowledge  of  governing  within  very  nar- 
row bounds,  to  common  ienfe  and  reafon,  to  ju- 
ftice  and  lenity,  to  the  fpeedy  determination  of  ci- 
vil and  criminal  caufes  ;  with  fome  other  obvious 
topics,  which  are  not  worth  considering.     And  he 
gave  it  for  his  opinion,  that  whoever  could  make 
two   ears  of  corn,  or  two  blades  of  grafs,   to  grow 
upon   a   fpot   of  ground  where  only  one   grew  be- 
fore,  would  defer ve   better  of   mankind,    and  do 
more    eilemial   fervicc    to    his  country,    than   the 
whole  race  of  politicians  put  together. 

V  The 
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The  learning  of  this  peopl-  is  very  defective,  con- 
fifting  only  in  morality,  hiftory,  poetry,  and  ma- 
thematics, wherein  they  muft  be  allowed  to  excel. 
But  the  laft  of  thefe  is  wholly  applied  to  what  may 
be  ufeful  in  life,  to  the  improvement  of  agricul- 
ture, and  all  mechanical  arts  ;  fo  that  among  us  it 
would  be  little  eileemed.  And  as  to  ideas,  entities, 
abftractions,  and  tranfcendautals,  I  could  never 
drive  the  leafl  conception  into  their  heads. 

No  law  of  that  country  muft  exceed  in  words 
the  number  of  letters  in  their  alphabet,  which  con- 
iifts  only  in  two  and  twenty.  But  indeed  few  of 
them  extend  even  to  that  length.  They  are  expref- 
fed  5n  the  moft  plain  and  fimple  terms,  wherein 
thofe  people  are  not  mercurial  enough  to  dilcovei? 
above  one  interpretation  :  and  to  write  a  comment 
upon  any  law  is  a  capital  crime.  As  to  the  decifion 
of  civil  caufes,  or  proceedings  againft  criminals, 
their  precedents  are  fo  few,  that  they  have  little 
reafon  to  boaft  of  any  extraordinary  Ikill  in  either. 

They  have  had  the  art  of  printing,  as  well  as  the 
Chinefe,  time  out  of  mind  :  but  their  libraries  are 
not  very  large  ;  for  that  of  the  King,  which  is  rec- 
koned the  largeft,  doth  not  amount  to  above  a 
thoufand  volumes,  placed  in  a  gallery  of  twelve 
hundred  feet  long,  from  whence  I  had  liberty  to  bor- 
row what  books  I  pleafed.  The  Queen's  joiner  had 
contrived,  in  one  of  Glumdalclitch's  rooms,  a  kind 
of  wooden  marhine  five  and  twenty  feet  high,  form^ 
ed  like  a  ftanding  ladder,  the  fteps  were  each  fifty 
feet  long  :  it  was  indeed  a  moveable  pair  of  ftairs, 
the  lowed  end  placed  at  ten  feet  diftance  from  the 
wall  of  the  chamber.  The  book  I  had  a  mind  to 
read  was  put  up  leaning  againft  the  wall  :  I  firft 
mounted  to  the  upper  ftep  of  the  ladder,  and  turn- 
ing my  face  towards  the  book,  began  at  the  top  of 
the  page,  and  fo  walking  to  the  right  and  left  about 
eight  or  ten  paces,  according  to  the  length  of  the 
lines,  till  I  had  gotten  a  little  below  the  level  of 

mine 
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mine  eyes,  and  then  defcending  gradually  till  I  came 
to  the  bottom  :  after  w"hich  I  mounted  again,  and 
began  the  other  page  in  the  fame  manner,  and  ib 
turned  over  the  leaf,  which  I  could  eaUly  do  with, 
both  my  hands,  for  it  was  as  thick  and  ftiff  as  a 
pafte-board,  and  in  the  largeft  folios  not  above 
['eighteen  or  twenty  feet  long. 

Their  ftyle  is  clear,  mafculine,  and  fmooth,  br-t4 
not  florid  ;   for  they  avoid  nothing  more  than  mul- 
tiplying unneceiT.iry  words,  or  iifing  various  expref- 
flons.     1  have  pern  fed  many  of  their  books,  ef^- 
cially  thofe  in  hiftory  and   morality.      Among   the 
reft  I  was  much  diverted  wk.h  a  little  old  trcatifs, 
which  always  lay  in   Glumdalclitch's  bed-chamber* 
and  belonged  to  her  governeis,  a  grave  elderly  gcu- 
tlewoman,  who  dealt   in  writings   of  morality  and1 
devotion.     The  bo:>k  treats  of  the  weakaefs  of  hu- 
man kind,  and  i-  in  little  edreem,  except  among  the 
women  and  the  vulgar,     However  I  was  carious  :e  - 
fee  what  an  author  of  that  country  could  lay  upoit- 
fuch  a  fubjecfc;     This  writer  went  through   all  the 
uiual  topics  of  European   rooralifts,  (hewing  how- 
diminutive,  contemptible,  and  helplefs  an   animal- 
was  man  in  his  o\va  nature  :  how  unable  to  defend 
himfelf  from  inclemencies  of  the  air,  or  the  fury  oF 
wild   beads  :    how  much  he  was  excelled  by  one 
creature  in  (irength,  by  another  in  ipeed,  by  a  third 
in  forefight,  by  a  fourth  in  induftry.    He  added,  thac 
nature  was  degenerated  in  thele  litter  declining  ages 
of  the  world,  and  could  now  produce  only  fmalU 
abortive  births,  in  companion  of  thofe  in  ancient 
times,    Ke  fa;d  it  was  very  reafonable  to  think,  not 
nly  that  the  fpecies  of  men  were  originally  much 
arger,  but  alfo  that  there  muft  have  been  giants  in 
"ormer  ages  ;  which,  as  it  is  afierted  by  hiftory  and 
radition,  fo  it  hath  been  confirmed  by  huge  bones 
nd  fkulls  cafually  dug  up  in  feveral  'part1.:  of  the 
kingdom,  far  exceeding  the  common  dwindled  race 
Oi  man  in  our  days.  He  argued,  that  the  very  laws  of 

F  3  nature 
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nature  abfolutely  required  we  fliould  have  been  made 
in  the  beginning  of  a  fize  more  large  and  robuft,  not 
ib  liable  to  deitrucYion  from  every  little  accident  of 
a  tile  falling  from  an  houfe,  or  a  ftone  caft  from 
the  hand  of  a  boy,  or  being  drowned  in  a  little 
brook.  From  this  way  of  reafoning,  the  author 
drew  feveral  moral  applications,  ufeful  in  the  con- 
duct of  life,  but  needlefs  here  to  repeat.  For  my 
own  part,  I  could  not  avoid  reflecting  how  univer- 
fally  this  talent  was  fpread,  of  drawing  lectures  in 
morality,  or  indeed  rather  matter  of  difcontent  and 
repining,  from  the  quarrels  we  raife  with  Nature. 
And,  I  believe,  upon  a  ft  rift  enquiry,  thofe  quar- 
rels might  be  {hewn  as  ill-grounded  among  us,  as 
they  are  among  that  people  *. 

As  to  their  military  affairs,  they  boaft  that  the 
King's  army  confifts  of  an  hundred  and  feventy-fix 
thoufand  foot,  and  thirty- two  thoufand  horfe  :  if 
that  may  be  called  an  army,  which  is  made  up  of 
tradefmen  in  the  feveral  cities,  and  farmers  in  the 
country,  whofe  commanders  are  only  the  nobility 
and  gentry  without  pay  or  reward.  1  hey  are  indeed 
perfect  enough  in  their  exercifes,  and  under  very 
good  difcipline,  wherein  I  faw  no  great  merit  ;  for  ' 
how  fhould  it  be  qtherwife,  where  every  farmer  is 
under  the  command  of  his  own  landlord,  and  every 
citizen  under  that  of  the  principal  men  in  his  own 
city,  chofen  after  the  manner  of  Venice  by  ballot  ?  : 

I    have  often   feen   the  militia    of   Lorbrulgrud 
drawn  out  to  exercife  in  a  great  field,  near  the  city,  j 
of  twenty  miles  fquare.    They  were  in  all  not  above 
twenty-five  thouland  foot,  and  fix  thoufand  horfe  $'• 
but  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to  compute  their  num- 
ber, confidering  the  fpace  of  ground  they  took  up. ; 

*  The  author's  zeal  to  jnft'fy  Providence  ha  before  b  en  remark- 
ed ;  and  th^fe  quarreis  with  Na'Ure,  or,  in  other  win?,  with  God, 
could  not  have  been  rmr.  forc.bly  reproved,  than  byftiewing,  tha  the 
complaints  upon  which  t'.~ey  ate  :oun  ed,  won  d  be  tqua  ly  fpecious 
among  beings  cf  fuch  hftoniihing^upeaorry  of  ftature  and  flrength. 
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A  cavalier,  mounted  on  a  large  fteed,  might  be 
about  ninety  feet  high.  I  have  feen  this  whole  bo- 
dy of  horfe,  upon  a  word  of  command,  draw  their 
fwords  at  once,  and  brandifh  them  in  the  air.  Ima- 
gination can  figure  nothing  fo  grand,  fo  furpriiing, 
and  io  aftoniihing  !  it  looked  as  if  ten  thoufand 
flafhes  of  lightning  were  darting  at  the  fame  time 
from  every  quarter  of  the  iky. 

I  was  curious  to  know  how  this  prince,  to  whofe 
dominions  there  is  no  accefs  from  any  other  coun- 
try, came  to  think  of  armies,  or  to  teach  his  peo- 
ple the  practice  of  military  difcipline.  But  I  was 
loon  informed  both  by  converfation  and  reading 
their  hiitories  :  for  in  the  courfe  of  many  ages  they 
have  been  troubled  with  the  fame  diftafe  to  which 
the  whole  race  of  mankind  is  fubjec~t  ;  the  nobility 
often  contending  for  power,  the  people  for  liberty, 
and  the  King  for  abiblute  dominion  All  which, 
however,  happily  tempered  by  the  laws  of  that 
kingdom,  have  been  fometimes  violated  by  each  of 
the  three  parties,  and  have  more  than  once  occaii- 
oned  civil  wars,  the  laft  whereof  was  happily  put 
an  end  to  by  this  prince's  grandfather  in  a  general 
composition  .  and  the  militia,  then  fettled  with  com- 
mon confent,  hath  been  ever  iince  kept  in  the  drift- 
ed duty. 


CHAP.    VIIL 

f 

The  King  and  Queen  make  a  progre/s  to  the  frontiers. 
The  author  attends  them.  The  manner  in  which  he 
leaves  the  country  very  particularly  related.  He  re- 
turns to  England. 

T  HAD   always   a   ftrong  impulfe,    that   I   fhould 
•*•  fome  tims  recover  my  liberty,  though  it  was  iai 
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poffible  to  conjecture  by  what  means,  or  to  form 
any  project  with  the  lead  hope  of  fucceeding.  The 
{hip  in  which  I  failed  was  the  rlrft  ever  known  to 
be  driven  within  light  of  that  coaft,  and  the  King 
had  given  ftric~l  orders,  that  if  at  any  time  another 
appeared,  it  fhould  be  taken  afhore,  and  with  all 
its  crew  and  pafTengers  brought  in  a  tumbril  to  Lor- 
brulgrud^YHe  was  ftrongly  bent  to  get  me  a  woman 
of  my  own  fize,  by  whom  I  might  propagate  the 
breed  :  but  I  think  I  fhould  rather  have  died,  than 
undergone  the  difgrace  of  leaving  a  polterity  to  be 
kept  in  cages  like  tame  Canary  birdsyfand  perhaps 
in  time  fold  about  the  kingdom  to  peifons  of  quality 
for  curiofities.  I  was  indeed  treated  with  much 
kindnefs :  I  was  the  favourite  of  a  great  King  and 
Queen,  and  the  delight  of  the  whole  court ;  but  it 
was  upon  fuch  a  foot,  as  ill  became  the  dignity  of 
human  kind.  I  could  never  forget  thofe  domeftic 
pledges  I  had  left  behind  me.  I  wanted  to  be  among 
people  with  whom  I  could  converfe  upon  even 
terms,  and  walk  about  the  ftreets  and  fields,  with- 
out being  afraid  of  being  trod  to  death  like  a  frog, 
or  a  young  puppy.  But  my  deliverance  came  fooner 
than  I  expelled,  and  in  a  manner  not  very  com- 
mon :  the  whole  ftory  and  circumftances  of  which 
I  fhall  faithfully  relate. 

I  had  now  been  two  years  in  this  country  ;  and, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  third,  Glumdalclitch 
and  I  attended  the  King  and  CXueen  in  a  progrefs  to 
the  fouth  coaft  of  the  kingdom.  I  was  carried  as 
ufiial  in  my  travelling-box,  which,  as  I  have  alrea- 
dy defcribed,  was  a  very  convenient  ciofet  of  twelve 
feet  wide.  And  I  had  ordered  a  hammock  to  be 
fixed  by  iilken  ropes  from  the  four  corners  at  the 
top,  to  break  the  jolts,  when  a  fervant  carried  me 
before  him  on  horfeback,  as  I  fometimes  ddlred, 
and  would  often  fleep  in  my  hammock  while  we 
were  upon  the  road.  On  the  roof  of  my  ciofet,  not 
direcTtty  over  the  middle  of  the  hammock,  I  ordered 

the 
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[the  joiner  to  cut  out  a  hole  of  a  foot  fquare,  to  give 
|  me  air  in  hot  weather,  as  I  flept ;  which  hole  I  fhut 
I  at  pleafure  with  a  board,   that  drew  backwards  and 
forwards  through  a  groove. 

When  we  came  to  our  journey's  end,  the  King 
thought  proper  to  pafs  a  few  days  at  a  palace  he 
hath  near  Flanflafnic,  a  ciry  within  eighteen  Englifh 
miles  of  the  fea  fide.  Giumdalclitch  and  I  were 
much  fatigued  :  I  had  gotten  a  fmall  cold,  but  the 
poor  girl  was  fo  ill  as  to  be  confined  to  her  cham- 
ber I  longed  to  fee  the  ocean,  which  muft  be  the 
only  fcene  of  my  efcape,  if  ever  it  ihould  happen. 
I  pretended  to  be  worfe  than  I  really  was,  and  de- 
fired  leave  to  take  the  frefh  air  of  the  fea  with  a 
page,  whom  I  was  very  fond  of,  and  who  had  fome- 
times  been  trufted  with  me.  I  mall  never  forget 
with  what  unwillingnefs  Giumdalclitch  confented, 
nor  the  ftrict  charge  me  gave  the  page  to  be  care- 
ful of  me,  burfting  at  the  fame  time  into  a  flood  of 
tears,  as  if  me  had  fome  foreboding  of  what  was  to 
happen.  The  boy  took  me  out  in  my  box  about 
half  an  hour's  walk  from  the  palace  towards  the 
rocks  on  the  fea  more.  I  ordered  him  to  fet  me 
down,  and,  lifting  up  one  of  my  fames,  caft  many 
a  wiftful  raelancho'y  look  towards  the  lea.  I  found 
mylelr  not  very  well,  and  told  the  page  that  I  had 
a  mind  to  take  a  nap  in  my  hammock,  which  I 
hoped  would  do  me  good.  I  got  in,  and  the  boy 
fhut  the  window  dole  down  to  keep  out  the  cold. 
I  foon  fell  afleep,  and  ail  I  can  conjcctuie  is,  that, 
while  I  flcpr,  the  page,  thinking  no  danger  could 
happen,  went  among  the  rocks  to  look  for  birds 
eggs,  having  before  c  bferved  him  from  my  window 
fearching  about,  and  picking  up  one  or  two  in  the 
clefts  Be  that  as  it  will,  i  found  myfelf  fuddenly 
awaked  with  a  violent  pull  upon  the  ring,  which 
was  fattened  ai  the  top  of  my  box  for  the  conveni-. 
ency  of  carriage.  I  felt  my  box  raifed  very  high  in 
the  air,  and  then  borne  forward  with  prodigious 

fpeed. 
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fpeed.  The  fir  ft  jolt  had  like  to  have  fhaken  me  out 
of  my  hammock,  but  afterwards  the  motion  was 
eafy  enough.  I  called  out  feveral  times,  as  loud  as 
I  could  raife  my  voice,  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  f* 
looked  towards  my  windows,  and  could  fee  nothing 
but  the  clouds  and  iky.  I  heard  a  noife  juft  over 
my  head  like  the  clapping  of  wings,  and  then  be- 
gan to  perceive  the  woeful  condition  I  was  in,  that 
ibme  eagle  had  got  the  ring  of  my  box  in  his  beak, 
with  an  intent  to  let  it  fall  on  a  rock  like  a  tortoife 
in  a  $hell,  and  then  pick  out  my  body,  and  devour 
it :  for  the  fagacity  and  fmdi  of  this  bird  enabled 
him  to  difcover  his  quarry  at  a  great  diftance,  tho* 
better  concealed  than  I  could  be  within  a  two- inch 
board . 

In  a  little  time  I  obferved  the  noife  and  flutter  of 
wings  to  increafe  very  faft,  and  my  box  was  tolled 
up  and  down  like  a  fign  in  a  windy  day.     I  heard 
feveral  bangs  or  buffets,  as  I  thought,  given  to  the" 
eagle,  (for  fuch  I  am  certain  it  mult  have  been,  that 
held  the  ring  of  my  box  in  his  beak,)  and  then  all- 
on  a  fudden  felt  myfelf  falling  perpendicularly  down-* 
for  above  a  minute,  but  with  fuch  incredible  fwift* 
nefs,   that  I  almoft  loft  my  breath.     My  fall  was- 
{topped  by  a  terrible  fquafh,  that   founded  louder 
to  my  ears  than   the  cataract  of  Niagara  *  ;  after 
which  I  was  quite  ih  the  dark  for  another  minute, 
and  then  my  box  began  to  rife  fo  high,  that  I  could 
fee  light  from  the  tops  of  the  windows.  I  now  per- 
ceived that  I  was  fallen  into  the  fca.     My  box,  by 
the  weight  of  my  body,  the  goods  that  were  in,  and 
the  broad  plates  of  iron  fixed  for  ftrength  at  the 
four  corners  of  the  top  and  bottom,  floated  about 
five  feet  deep  in  water.     I  did  then,  and  do  now 

*  Niagara  is  a  fettlement  of  the  French  in  North  Amend,  ?nd  the 
cataraft  is  produced  b>  the  tall  of  a  conflux  of  water  (formed  of  the 
four  vaft  lakes  of  Canada,)  from  a  rocky  precipice,  the  perpendicular 
height  of  which  is  137  feet  j  and  it  is  laid  to  have  been  hoard  fifteen 
leagues. 

fuppofe, 
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fappofe,  that  the  eagle  which  flew  awtiy  with  my 
box,  was  purfued  by  two  or  three  others,  and  for- 
ced to  let  me  drop  while  he  defended  himfelf  againfl 
the  reft,  who  hoped  to  (hare  in  the  prey.  The 
plates  of  iron  fattened  at  the  bottom  of  the  box, 
(for  thole  were  the  ftrongeft,)  preferved  the  balance 
while  it  fell,  and  hindered  it  from  being  broken  on 
the  furf.ice  of  the  water.  Every  joint  of  it  was  well 
grooved  ;  and  the  door  did  not  move  on  hinges, 
but  up  and  down  liJke  a  fafli,  which  kept  my  clofet 
fo  tight,  that  very  little  water  came  in.  I  got  with 
much  difficulty  out  of  my  hammock,  having  firft 
ventured  to  draw  back  the  flip-board  on  the  roof 
already  mentioned,  contrived  on  purpofe  to  let  in 
.air,  for  want  of  which  I  found  myfelf  almofb 
ftifled. 

How  often  did  I  then<wifh  myfelf  with  my  dear 
rGlumdalclitcb,  from  whom  one  iingle  hour  had  fo 
far  divided  m^  !  And  I  may  fay  with  truth,  that  in 
the  midft  of  my  own  misfortunes,  I  could  not  for- 
,bear  lamenting  my  poor  nurfe,  the  grief  (lie  would 
fuffer  for  my  lofs,  the  difpleafu.re  of  the  Queen,  and 
the  ruin  of  her  fortune.  Perhaps  many  travellers 
have  not  been  under  greater  difficulties  and  diiirefs 
than  I  was  at  this  juncture,  expecting  every  mo- 
ment to  fee  my  box  daihed  in  pieces,  or  at  leaft  o- 
verfet  by  the  iirft  violent  blaft  or  riflng  wave.  A 
breach  in  one  fingle  pane  of  glafs  would  have 
been  immediate  death  :  nor  could  any  thing  have 
preferved  the  windows  but  the  ftrong  lattice-wires 
placed  on  the  out-fide  againft  accidents  in  travel- 
ling. I  faw  the  water  ooze  in  at  feveral  crannies, 
although  the  leaks  were  not  confiderable,  and  I  en- 
deavoured to  .ftop  them  as  well  as  I  could.  I  was 
not  able  to  lift  up  the  roof  of  my  clofet,  w  hich  o- 
therwife  I  certainly  fhould  have  done,  and  fat  on 
the  top  ef  it,  where  i  might  at  leaft  preferve  my  ft  If 
fome  hours  longer  than  by  being  fhut  up  (as  I  may 
call  it)  in  the  hold.  Or  if  1  eicaped  thefe  dangers 

for 
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for  a  day  or  two,  what  could  I  expect  but  a  rnifer- 
able  death  of  cold  and  hunger  ?  I  was  four  hours 
under  thefe  circumltances,  expecting,  and  indeed 
wifhing  every  moment  to  be  my  lad. 

I  have  already  told  the  reader,  that  there  were 
two  ftrong  ftaples  fixed  upon  that  fide  of  my  box 
which  had  no  window,  and  into  which  the  fervant, 
who  ufed  to  carry  me  on  horfeback,  would  put  a 
leathern  belt,  and  buckle  it  about  his  waift.  Being 
in  this  difconfolate  ftate,  I  heard,  or  at  leaft  thought 
I  heard,  fome  kind  of  grating  noife  on  that  fide  of 
my  box  where  the  ftaples  were  fixed,  and  foon  af- 
ter I  began  to  fancy,  that  the  box  was  pulled  or 
towed  along  in  the  fea  ;  for  I  now  and  then  felt  a 
forr  of  tugging,  which  made  the  waves  rife  near  the 
tops  of  my  windows,  leaving  me  almoftin,  the  dark. 
This  gave  me  fome  faint  hopes  of  relief;  although 
I  was  not  able  to  imagine  how  it  could  be  brought 
about.  I  ventured  to  unfcrew  one  of  my  chairs, 
which  were  always  fattened  to  the  floor ;  and  ha- 
ving made  a  hard  fliift  to  fcrew  it  down  again  di- 
rectly under  the  flipping- board  that  I  had  lately  o- 
pened.  I  mounted  on  the  chair,  and  putting  my 
mouth  as  near  as  I  could  to  the  hole,  I  called  for 
help  in  a  loud  voice,  and  in  all  the  languages  I  un- 
derftood.  I  then  fattened  my  handkerchief  to  a 
ftick  I  uliially  carried,  and  thruttingic  up  the  hole, 
waved  it  feve-al  times  in  the  air,  that  if  any  bo.u  or 
{hip  were  near,  the  feamen  might  conjecture  fome 
unhappy  mortal  ro  be  fhut  up  in  the  box. 

I  found  no  effi  ct  from  all  I  could  do,  but  plain- 
ly perceived  my  clufet  to  be  moved  along  ;  and  in 
the  fpace  of  an  hour,  or  better,  that  fide  of  the  box 
where  the  ftaples  were,  and  had  no  window,  ftruck ' 
againft  fomething  that  was  hard.  I  apprehended  it 
to  be  a  rock,  and  found  myfclf  toiled  more  than 
ever.  I  plainly  heard  a  noife  upon  the  cover  of  my 
clofet,  like  that  of  a  cable,  and  the  grating  of  it  as 
it  naffed  through  the  ring.  I  then  found  myfelf 

hoifted 
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hoifted  up   by  degrees,  at   lead   three    fcv-t   higher 
than  I  was  berore.  Whereupon  I  again  thrufi  up  try 

ftick  and  handkerchief,  calling  tor  help  t;ll  I  was 
almolt  hoarle.  In  return  to  which,  I  heard  a  great 
{hout  repeated  three  times,  giving  me  Inch  rranf- 
f)orts  of  joy  as  aVe  not  to  be  conceived  but  by  thole 
who  feel  them.  I  now  heard  a  trampling  over  my 
head,  and  fomebody  calling  through  the  hole  in 
a  loud  voice  in  the  Englifh  tongue,  if  there  be  any 
body  below,  let  them  fpeak.  I  antwered,  I  was  an 
Englishman,  drawn  by  ill  fortune  into  the  greartfh 
calamity  that  ever  any  creature  underwent,  and 
begged  by  all  that  was  moving  to  be  delivered  out 
of  the  dungeon  I  was  in.  The  voice  replied  I  was 
fefe,  for  my  box  was  fattened  to  their  (hip  ;  and 
,the  carpenter  fhould  immediately  come  and  faw  a 
hole  in  the  cover,  large  enough  to  pull  ir.e  out.  I 
anfwered,  that  was  needlefs,  and  wculd  take  up  too 
much  time,  for  there  was  no  more  to  be  done,  but 
let  one  of  the  crew  put  his  finger  into  the  ring,  r.nd 
take  the  box  out  of  the  iea  into  the  fhip,  and  o 
into  the  captain's  cabin  *.  Some  of  them  upon 
hearing  me  talk  fo  wild'y  thought  I  was  mad  ;  o- 
thers  laughed  ;  for  indeed  it  never  came  into  my 
head  that  I  was  now  got  among  people  of  my  own 
ftature  and  ftrength.  The  carpenter  came,  and  in 
i;a  few  minutes  fawed  a  paiT;ge  about  four  feet 
Ip'uare,  then  let  down  a  fmall  ladder,  upon  which  I 

[mounted,   and  from  thence  was  taken  into  the  ihio 

, 

liin  a  very  weak  condition. 

T  hs  Jailors  were  all  in  amazement,   and  afksd  me 
'.*  thoufanu  queftions,  which  I  had  no  inclination  to 

There   are    f?ver7il    little   incidents   which    fhcw    t'  2  author  to 

[  tiave  La-J  *   deep   krcnvled^e  c':  human  n.iurej   ard    I    tl        :   this  is 

ne.      Although    thf  principal  adv.-.n'?ges  enumera'.e'i  t-\  Guliivev  in 

he  '.-e.;i:-.n:;jg  or  this  ohap;~-r,   »_  f  rr.ing.ing  again  amv»r;j  r.if  c  ••.siitr''- 

•rten.   d.pended  on    J'.sfir   being   of   th.   1  ;TI-.-  fize  wich    li.rr,  'if  ;    \   t 

I  hi=  i;   ;"r;fc     '.:•-.  his  a  -ccr.r  to  be  .'.A'. .  e;c<j  :    a  ...  h.    :•  a.'i^r.  a  ils 

e  iay-d  into  the  iV.me   aLfu.riity,  by  his  zea!  '.o  [••  rekrve  his    f'urni- 

VOL  V.  G  anfwer. 
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anfwer.     I  was  equally  confounded  at  the  fi^ht   o£ 
io  many  pigmies,   for  fuch  I  took  them  to  bij,  after 
having  fo  long  accuftomed  mine  eyes  to  the  mon- 
flrous  objects  I  had  left.    But  the  captain,  Mr  Tho- 
mas Wiicocks,  an  honed  worthy  Shropshire  man, 
obferving  1  was  ready  to  faint,   took  me  into  his  ca- 
bin, gave  me  a  cordial  to  comfort  fme,  and  made 
me  turn  in  upon  his  own    bed,  advifing  me  to  take 
a  little  reft,  of  which  I  had  great  need.     Before  I 
\vent  to  deep,   I  gave  him  to  underftand  that  I  had 
fome  valuable  furniture  in  my  box,   too  good  to  be 
loft  ;  a  fine  hammock,  an  handfome  field-bed,  two 
chairs,  a  table  and  a  cabinet.     That  my  clolet  was 
hung  on  all  (ides,  or   rather  quilted,  with  fiik  and 
cotton  :   that  if  he  would  let  one  of"  the  crewbring 
my  clofet  into  his  cabbin,   I  wouM  open  it  there  be- 
fore him,   and  fhdw  him  my  goods.      The  captain 
hearing  me  utter  thefe  absurdities   concluded  I  was 
raving  :   however   (I  fuppofe  to  pacify  me)  he  pro* 
mifed  to  give  ordcis  as  I  deilred,  and  going  upon 
deck  fent  fome  of  his   men   down  into   mv  clofet, 
from  whence  (as  I  afterwards  found)  thty  drew  up 
all  my  goods,  and  dripped  off  the  quilting  :    but  the 
chairs,  cabinet,  and  bed-Head,  fcckig  fcrewcd  to  the 
floor,  were  much  damaged  by  the  ignorance  of  the 
feamen,  who  tore  them  up  by  force;     Then  they 
knocked  off  fome  of  the  boards  for  the  ufe  of  the. 
fhip,  and    when  they  had  got   all  they  had  a  miud 
for,   let   the  hull. drop  into  the  lea,   which,   by  rea- 
ibn  of  many  breaches  made  in  the  bottom  and  fides, 
funk  to  rights.    Ami  indeed  I  was  glad  not  to  have 
been  a  fpeolator  of  the  havock  they  made;  becaufe 
1  am  confident  it  would  have  fenfib  y  touched  me  by 
bringing   rornier   p  ullages   in.o  my  miiid,    \vh  ch  I 
h'id  rather  forget. 

I  flrpt  fome  hours,  but  perpetually  difturbed  with 
dreams  of  the  place  1  had  left,  and  the  dangers  I 
had  eic.ip^d.  However,  up;jn  waking  I  found  my- 
lolf  much  recovered.  It  was  now  about  eight 

o'clock 
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[o'clock  at  night,  and  the  captain  ordered  fupper  im- 
linediatcly,  thinking  1  had  already  farted  too  long. 
I II-  entertained  me  with  great  k'mdnef?,  obferving 
me  not  to  look  \\ildly,  or  talk  inconfiftently ;  and, 
\vhtn  we  were  left  alone,  clelired  I  would  give  him  a 
i\:i.irio:.i  of  my  travels,  and  by  what  accident  I  came 
to  be  let  a  drift  in  that  monQrous  wooden  cheft. 
He  laid,  that  about  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  as  he 
was  looking  through  his  glafs,  he  fpisd  it  at  a  di- 
ibnce,  and  thought  it  was  a  fail,  which  he  had  a 
mind  to  make,  being  not  much  out  of  his  courfe, 
in  hopes  of  buying  Tome  bifket,  his  own  beginning 
to  fall  ihort.  That  upon  coming  nearer,  and  find- 
ing his  error,  he  fent  out  his  long  boat  to  difcover 
what  I  was  ;  that  his  men  came  became  back  in  «i: 
fVighr,  fwearing  they  had  feen  a  fwimming  houfe. 
That  he  laughed  at  their  folly,  and  went  himfelf  in 
the  boat,  ordering  his  men  to  take  a  ftrong  cable  a- 
iong  with  them.  That  the  weather  being  calm  he 
towed  round  me  feveral  times,  obferved  my  win- 
dows, and  the  wire  lattices  that  defended  them. 
That  hedifcovered  two  ftaples  upon  one  fide,  which, 
was  all  of  boards  without  any  palFage  for  light.  He 
then  commanded  his  men  to  row  up  to  that  fide, 
and  fattening  a  cable  to  one  of  the  ftaples,  ordered 
them  to  tow  my  chell  (as  they  called  it)  towards 
the  l~hip.  When  it  was  there,  he  gave  direct!-.: 
to  fallen  another  cable  to  the  ring  fixed  in  the  co- 
ver, and  to  raife  up  my  cheft  with  pullies,  which  all 
the  failors  were  not  able  to  do  above  two  or  three 
feet.  He  faid  they  faw  my  flick  and  handker- 
chief thruft  out  of  the  hole,  and  concluded  that 
fome  unhappy  man  muft  be  fhut  up  in  the  cavity, 
I  afked,  whether  he  or  the  crew  had  feen  any  pro- 
digious birds  in  the  air  about  the  time  he  firft  dif- 
covered  me  ?  to  which  he  anfwered,  that,  difcour- 
(Ing  this  matter  with  the  lailors  while  I  was  alleep, 
one  ot  them  faid  he  had  olfervcd  three  eagles  Hying 
towards  the  north,  but  remarked  nothing  of  their 

G  2  being 
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being  larger  than  the  ufual  fize,  which,  I  fuppofe, 
rnuft  be  imputed  to  the  great  height  they  were  at  ;• 
and  he  could  not  guefs  the  reafon  of  my  queftion%. 
I  then  alktd  the  captain,  how  far  he  reckoned  we 
might  be  from  land  ?  He  faid,  by  the  bed  compu- 
tation he  could  make,  we  were  at  leaft  an  hundred 
leagues.  I  allured  him  that  he  mull:  be  miftaken 
by  almoft  half,  for  I  had  not  left  the  country  from- 
xvhence  I  came  above  two  hours  before  Idropt  in^ 
10  the  fea.  Whereupon  he  began,  again  to  think- 
that  my  brain  was  difturbed,  of  which  he  gave  me 
a  hint,  and  advifed  me  to  go  to  bed  in  a  cabbin  he 
had  provided  I  affured  him  1  was  well  refreflied 
with  his  good  entertainment  and  company,  and  as 
much  in  my  fenfes  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life.  He 
then  grew  ferious,  and  defired  to  alk  me  freely  whe- 
ther I  were  not  troubled  in  mind  by  the  coniciouf- 
nefs  of  fome  enormous  crime,  for  which  I  was  pu- J 
nifhed  at  the  command  of  fome  prince,  by  expo- 
iing  me  in  that  cheft,  as  great  criminals  in  other- 
countries  have  been  forced  to  fea  in  a  leaky  veiTel 
without  provifior.s :  for  although  he  fhould  be 
forry  to  have  taken  fo  ill  a  man  into  his  fhip,  yet 
he  would  engage  his  word  to  fet  me  fafe  afhore  in 
the  firft  port  where  we  arrived.  He  added,  that  his 
iufpicions  were  very  much  increased  by  fome  very 
abfurd  fpeeches  I  had  delivered  at  firft  to  the  Jailors,,? 
and  afterwards  to  himfelf,  in  relation  to  my  ciofet 
or  cheft,  as  well  as  by  my  odd  looks  and  behaviour 
\vhile  I  was  at  fupper. 

I  begged  his  patience  to  hear  me  tell  my  fbory, 
which  I  faithfully  did  from  the  laft  time  I  left  Eng- 
land to  the  moment  he  iirft  difcovered  me.  And  as 
truth  always  forceth  its  way  into  rational  minds,  fo 
this  honeft  worthy  gentleman,  who  had  fome  tinc- 
ture of  learning  and  very  good  fenfe,  was  immedi- 
ately convinced  of  my  candour  and  veracity.  But, 
farther-  to  con^rm  all  I  had  laid,  1  intreated  him  to 
give  order  that  my  cabinet  fhould  be  brought,  of 

which 
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\vhich  I  had  the  key  in  my  pocket,  (for  he  had  al- 
ready informed  me  how  the  Jie.unt.n  difpofed  of  my 
c'ofec).  I  opened  it  in  his  prefence,  and  fhewed 
him  the  fmall  collection  of  rarities  I  made  in 
the  country  from  whence  I  had  been  fo  ftrangely 
delivered.  There  was  the  comb  I  had  contrived 
our  of  the  flumps  of  the  King's  beard,  and  another 
of  the  fame  materials,  but  fixed  into  a  paring  of 
her  JMajenVs  thumb-nail,  which  ferved  for  the 
back.  There  was  a  collection  of  needles  and  pins 
from  a  foot  to  half  a  yard  Jong  ;  four  wafp-ftings, 
like  joiners  tack?  ;  fome  combing?  of  the  Queen's 
hair;  a  gold  ring  which  one  d  iv  fhe  made  me  a 
prefent  of  in  a  molt  obliging  manner,  taking  it 
from  her  little  finger,  and  throwing  it  over  my  head 
like  a  collar.  I  defined  the  captain  would  accept 
this  ring  in  return  of  his  civilities  ;  which  he  abib- 
luteiy  refuied.  I  fhewed  him  a  corn  that  I  had 
cut  oft' with  mv  own  hand  rrom  u  maid  of  honour'-' 
toe  ;  it  was  about  the  bigneis  of  a  Kentifh  pippin, 
and  orown  fo  hard,  that,  when  I  returned  to  Ene- 

O  *_> 

land,  I  got  it  hollowed  into  a  cup,  and  let  in  fiiver, 
L.ut'.y,  I  deiired  him  to  fee  the  breeches  I  had  then 
on,  which  were- made  of  a  moufe's  {kin. 

I  could  force  nothing  on  him  but  a  footman's 
tooth,  which  I  ob  e.rvtd  him  to  examine  with  greac 
curiolity,  and  found  he  h<\d  a  fancy  for  it.  He 
received  it  with  abundance  of  thanks,  more  than 
fuch  a  trifle  could  deferve.  It  was  drawn  by  an  un- 
fkilful  fiirgeon  in  a  miitake  from  one  of  Glumdal- 
clitch's  men,  who  was  afflicted  with  the  tooth-ach, 
but  as  it  was  as •  found  as  any  in  his  head.  I  got  ic 
cleaned  and  put  into  my  cabinet.  It  was  about  a 
foot  long,  and  four  inches  in  diameter. 

The  captain  was  very  well  fatisrkd  with  this  plain 
relation  I  had  given  him,  and  faid,  he  hoped,  when 
xvc  returned  to  England,  1  would  oblige  the  \vcrld 
by  putting  it  on  p.iper,  and  making  it  public.  My 
jinfwer  was,  that  I  thought  we  were  already,  over- 
flocked  with  books  of  travels  ;  that  nothing  could 

G  3 
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now  psfs  which  was  not  extraordinary;  wherein  I 
doubted  fome  authors  lefs  confulred  truth,  than 
their  own  vanity,  or  intereft,  or  the  diveriion  of 
ignorant  readers  :  that  my  ftory  could  contain  little 
bolides  common  events,  without  thofe  ornamental 
defcriptions  of  ftrange  plants,  trees,  birds,  and  o- 
ther  animals ;  or  of  the  barbarous  cuilom  and  ido- 
latry of  favage  people,  with  which  moft  writers  a.- 
bound.  However,  I  thanked  him  for  his  good  o- 
©pinion,  and  promifed  to  take  the  matter  into  my 
thoughts. 

He  faid,  he  wondered  at  one  thing  very  much, 
which  was,  to  hear  me    fpeak   fo   ioud,  alking  me 
whether  the  King  or  Qiieen   of  that  country  were 
thick  of  hearing.     I  told  him,   it  was  what  I    had 
been  ufed   to  for  above  two  years  paft  ;  and  that  I 
admired  as  much  at  the  voices  of  him  and  his  men, 
who  Teemed  to  me  only  to  whifper,   and  yet  I  could 
hear  them  well  enough.     But  when  I  fpoke  in  that 
country,  it   was  like  a  man  talking  in  the  ftreet   to 
another  looking  out  from  the   top  of  a  rteeple,  un- , 
lefs  when   I  was  placed   on   a  table,  or  held  in  any 
perfon's  hand.      I  told  him,  I  had  likewife  obferved 
another  thing,  that  when  I  firft  got  into  the  {hip,  and 
the  failors  ftood  ail  about  me,   I  thought  they  were 
the  moft  little  contemptible  creatures  i  had  ever  be- 
held.    For   indeed,    while   I   was   in   that    prince's 
country,  I  could  never  endure  to  look  in  a  glafs, 
after  mine  eyes  had  been  accuftomed  to  fuch  prodi- 
gious  objcclts,  becaufe  the  comparifon  gave  me   fo 
defpicable  a  conceit   of  my f elf.     The  captain   faid, 
that  while  we  were  at  (upper  he  obferved  me  to  look 
at  every  thing  with  a  fort  cf  wonder,  and  that  I 
ofren   recrned   hardly  able  to  contain  my  laughter, 
which  he  knew  not  well  how  to  take,  but  imputed 
jt  to  fome  diforder  in  my  brain.     I  anfwered,  it  was 
very  true  j    and  I  wondered  how  I    could  forbear, 
when  I  law  his  diihes  of   the  fize  of  a  filver  three- 
pence, a  leg  of  pork  hardly  a  mouthful,  a  cup  not 
fo  big  as  a  nut-fhell ;  and  fo  I  went  on,  defcribind 

the 
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jihe  reft  of  his  houfehold-ftuff  and   provillons   after 
Ithe  lame  manner.  For  although  the  Queen  had  or- 
|dered  a  little  equipage  of  all  things  Decenary  forme, 
Twhile  I.  was  in  herfervice,  yet  my  ideas  were  wholly 
taken  up  with  what  I  faw  on  every  fide  of  me,  and  I 
winked  at  my  own  liulenefs,  as  people  do  at   their 
own    faults.     The  captain  underftood    my  raillery 
very  well,  and   merrily  replied  with  the  old  Englilh 
proverb,  that  he  doubted  mine  eyes  were  bigger  tiian 
my  belly,  for  he  did  notobferve  my  ftomach  ibgood 
although   I  had  fafted  all  day  :   and,   continuing  in, 
his  mirth,  p'-otcued  he  would  gladly  have  given  an 
hundred  pounds  to  havefeen  my  ciofetin  the  eagle's 
bill,  and  afterwards  in  its  fall  from  fo  great  a  height 
into  the  Tea  ;   which  would  certainly  have   been    a 
mo  ft  aftoniihing  object,  worthy  to  have  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  it  rranfmitted  tafurure  a«es  :    find  the  com- 

V~' 

parifon  of  Phaeton  was  fo  obvious,  that  he  could 
not  forbear  applying  it,  although  I  did  not  much 
admire  the  conceit. 

The  captain,  having  been  at  Tonquin,  was  in.  his- 
return  to  England  driven  north-eaftward  to  the  la- 
titude of  44  degrees,  and  of  longitude  143.  But 
meeting  a  trade-wind  two  cbys  after  I  came  on 
board  him,  we  iailed  fouthward  a  long  time,  and 
coafling  New-Holland,,  kept  our  courfe  weft-fouth- 
we(t,  and  then  fouth-fouth  weft,  till  we  dou- 
bled the  Cape  of  Good-Hope.  Our  voyage  was  very 
Iprofperous,  but  I  ih.til  not  trouble  the  reader 
wi'.h  a  journal  of  it.  The  captain  called  in  at  one 
or  two  ports,  and  fent  in  his  long-boat  for  provi- 
lions  and  fresh  water,  but  I  never  went  out  of  the 
Ihip  till  we  came  into  the  Downs,  which  was  on  the 
third  day  of  June  1706,  about  nine  months  after 
my  efcape.  I  offered  to  leave  my  goods  in  fecurity 
for  payaient  of  my  freight ;  but  the  captain  proteft- 
ed  he  would  not  receive  one  farthing.  We  took  a 

0 

kind  leave  of  each  other,  and  I  made  him  promife 
he  would  come  to  fee  me  at  my  houfe  in  Redi  iff.    I 

hired 
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hired   a  horfe  and  guide  for  five   {hillings,  which  I 
borrowed  of  the  captain. 

As  I  was  on  the  road,  obferving  the  littlenefs  of 
the  houfes,  the  frees,  tbe  cattle,  and  the  people,  I 
feegan  to  think  myfelf  in  Liiliput.  I  was  afraid  of 
trampling  on  every  traveller  I  met,  and  often  called- 
aloud  to  have  them  ftand  out  of  the  way,  fo  that  I 
had  like  to  have  gotten  one  or  two  broken  heads  foe 
rnv  impertinence. 

When  I  came  to  my  own  houfe,  for  which  T  was 
forced  to  inquire,  one  of  the  fervants  opening  the: 
door,  I  bent  down  to  go  in  (like  a  goofe  under  & 
gate)  for  fear  of  ftriking  my  head.  My  wife  ran-' 
out  to  embrace  me,  but  I  Hooped- lower  than  her 
knees,  thinking  fhs  could  otherwife  never  be  able 
to  reach  mv  mouth.  My  daughter  kneeled  to  afk 

y  *  C? 

my  bleflrng,  but   I  could  not  fee  her  till  ihe  arofe, 
having  been  &  long  uied  to  ftand  with  my  head  and  ' 
eyes  erect  to  above  iixty  feet  ;   and  then   I  went   to; 
take  her  up  with  one  hand  by  the  waift.     I  looked 
down  upun    the  fervants,   and   one  or  two  friends 
who  were   in   the  houfe,   as  if  they  had  been  pig- 
mies,  and  I  a  giant.     I  told   my  wife  (he  had  been, 
too  thrifty,  for  I  found  Ihe  had  ftarved  herielf  and  . 
her  daughter  to  nothing.     In  ihort  I  bahaved  my-] 
felffo  unaccou-ntably,th -u  they  were  all  of  the  cap- 
tain's opinion  when  he  fii  ft  faw  me,  and  concluded  I- 
had  loft  my  wits.    This  I  mention  as  an  inilance  of 
the  great  power  of  habit  and  prejudice. 

In  a  little  time,  1  and  my  family  and  friends  came-: 
to  a  right  underftanding  :  but  my  wife  protefled  L- 
fhould  never  go  to  fea  any  more  :  although  my  evil  ' 
deitiny  fo  ordered,  that  ihe  had  not  power  to  hin- 
der me,  as  the  reader  may  know  hereafter.  In  thsj 
mean  time,  J  here  conclude  the  fecond  part  of  my.  : 
unfortuiiate  voyages  *. 

*  Firm  the  whole  of  thefc  two  voyages  to  Lilliput  and  Erobding, 
nag,  arifes   one    general  rtmark,   which,    however-  obviou;,  has  been  •. 
•vtrlocked   by   thofc   who  coaiidcr  them   as  little  more   than  the-1 

1'port 
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•port  of  a  wanton  imagination.  Wh:n  human  actions  are  afcribcd  to 
>igmies  and  giants,  tl.cie  aie  few  that  do  nut  excite  cither  contempt, 
liigr.it,  or  horror.  To  afcribe  them  therefore  to  fuch  beirrgs,  \v.is 
>trhat>s  the  moft  probjble  m-ih.  d  of  engaging  the  mind  to  examine 
m  uiih  attention,  and  judge  cf  than  wiih  impartiality,  by  fuf- 
>erding  the  hlc  nrion  of  fiab  t,  and  exhibiting  familiar  obietfs  in  a 
ie\v  ILht.  The  ul\-  of  the  f.-.ble  then  is  not  Icfs  apparent,  than  im« 
:or;.mt  and  exteniive  ^  and  tha;.  this  uf.-  was  intended  by  t-lie  air.hor, 
Lin  b:  doubted  only  by  t'.i-'k  \vho  a:c  difpofed  to  affirm,  that  cider 
a-d  rcguinrity  arc  the  effects  ..f  chance. 

Ujron  reading  over  the  two  firil  parts  of  thefe  travels,  I  think  that 
|T   can    d'.fcern   a   very  great  refcmblance  between  certain  paiTages  in 
Julliver's  Vvjyage   toLillifir,   and  the  voyage  of   Cyrano  de  Bergerac 
o  the  fun  and  moon.— —  Cyrano  de  Bergerac  is  a  Frerch  author  of 
H.igular  character,  who  had  a  very  recyhar  turn  of  wit  and  humour, 
n  many  refjx-cls  refembling  that  of    Swiit.      Pie  vsanted  the  advan. 
jges  of  IcJining,  and    a    regular   eiiu:ation.      Hi>  imagination  was 
eis   gu.'rd.d   and  correct,    but  more  agreeably  extravagant.     He  haa 
ntroduced  itito   his  philofophical  romance,  the  fy^tm  of  Defcartes, 
^vhlclvvvas  thtn  much  admireo)  ij;termixed  v>ith  f.-veral  fine  ftrokes 
f  ju1!  f.uire  on  the  wild  and  immechanical  inquiries  o;  the  p'nil&fo- 
bers  and  af-ronomtrs  of  lhat  a-e  ;   and  in  many  parts  he  his  eudent- 
v  directed  the  plan  which  the  Dean   of  St  Patrick's  has  pvjifued, 
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Into  feveral  REMOTE  NATIONS  of  the  World. 


PART      III.  * 

A  VOYAGE  to  LAPUT  A,  BALNIBARBI,  LUGG- 
NAGG,  GLUBBDUBDRIB,  and  JAPAN  *. 

CHAP.     I. 

The  author  fets  out  on  his  third  voyage,  is  taken  by  pi- 
rates. The  malice  of  a  Dutchman.  His  arrival  at 
tin  ifland.  He  is  received  into  Laputa* 

HAD  not  been  at  home  above  ten  days,  when, 
Captain    William  Ptobintbn,    a  Cornifh  man, 
commander  of  the  Hope-well,  a  ftout  fhip  of 
three  hundred  tuns,  came  to  my  houfe.      1   had 

formerly 

*  The  third  par  is  in  gene  al  written  againft  chymifts,  mathema- 
ticians mechanics,  and  t>rojeftors  of  all  kinds. 

Swift  was  little  acquai.  red  witr;  mathematical  knowledge,  and  was 
prejudiced  again:'*  it,  by  ob.'erving  the  ftrange  effefts  it  produced  in. 
ihoft  v.  ;  o  appli-d  thernfeives  entirely  to  that  fcitnce.  No  part  of  hu- 
man liteiature  has  given  gieater  firength  to  the  min  \  or  has  produ- 
ced greif;  bentfits  to  mankind,  than  the  feveral  branches  of  learning 
that  miy  pats  under  the  general  denomination  of  mathematics.  But 
the  abufes  ot  this  ftudy,  the  idle,  t  in,  immcchanical  refinement. 
of  it,  are  julr.  fubiccls  c-i  fatire.  The  real  u.e  of  knowledge  is  to  in- 
•vigorate,  no  to  eneivate  the  faculties  of  ve  Ton.  Learning  degenc- 
raus  into  a  f^ecies  of  madnefs,  when  i^  is  not  fuperior  to  \A  hat  it 
pofiefTetk.  The-  fciemific  p^we  s  ave  moft  evident,  when  they  are 
capable  of  exerting  themfclves  in  the  foclal  duties  of  life  ;  when  they 
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formerly  been  furgeon  of  another  ihip,  where  he 
was  mailer  and  a  fourth  pirt  owner,  in  a  voyage  to 
the  Levant  ;  he  had  always  trea;ed  me  more  like  a 
brother,  than  an  inferior  officer,  and,  hearing  of 


ijvear  no  chains,  but  can  freHy  difen.^age  thcrrfelves,  and,  like  a 
Ufound  convolution  cf  body,  rife  cheartu.,  and  more  vigorous,  by  the 
Mood  tiuy  have  acquired,  being  ncirh^r  cppruled,  nor  rendered  itupid 
Iby  the  l.ibvurs  of  dige!>ion. 

Lord  BJ.COH  ha>  jjftly  cxpof-rd  the  vain  purfuits  of  oftentatious  pe- 
Idants in  ihe  different  parrs  of  learning  j  ana  ih-ir  unaccountable  teme- 
[jrity  in  deducing  general  rules  fiom  AI  binary  maxims,  or  few  experi- 
|m<  nts  :  he  has  likewife  fixed  upon  a  fure  and  certain  bafis,  the  pro- 
Bcedu'C  and  limits  of  the  ruman  nnde:  (landing.  Swift  has  purfued 
Ithe  fame  pl..n  in  a  deferent  manner,  and  has  placed  the  imaginary 
Ufch ernes  of  all  pi-cleiideiS,  in  «  more  ludicrous,  and  therefore  in  a. 
mjre  proper  lignt. 

. RiJicu'utn  acri 

Fer;i:t:  ac  Meti't*,  m.ijrnas  plerumque Juat  rts. 

He  cannot  he  fuppoicd  to  c-iiidernn  ufeiul  experiments,  or  the 
Iright  applii-atif  n  of  them  :  but  he  ridi:ules  t..e  vain  attempts  and  irre- 
gular prournftions  of  thofe  raft-men,  who,  like  Txion,  embracing  a 
•cloud  inficad  of  a  podd^ls,  plsguc-d  r.hs  world  with  centaurs  5  whilft 
Jupitir,  from  the  embraces  of  a  Juno,  and  an  Alcmena,  bltlTcd  the 
[earth  with  i'n  Hebe,  and  an  Hertu'es.  Onery. 

The  defka  of  Gulliver,  in  ins  voyage  to  Laputa,   is  to  ridicule  the 

Jva:n  prete.ifions  of  chymilrs,   mathematicians,  projectors,  and  the  reft 

;of  th  it  fpccnlalive  tnbe,who  fper.d  their  time  in  aerial  irudles.  by  no 

Imeans  calculated  to  improver  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  or  to  in  large 

Jthe  numb  r  of  ideas}  mathematicians  (I   mean  thofe  only  uho  are 

rtentirely  devoted  to-their  circles,  their  talefcop-s,   and  their  laboratory) 

being  a  race  of  men  fo  very  abftradled  from  all  fubl unary  affairs,  that 

ifcarce  one  in  twenty  of  them  can  jnve  you  a  rational  anfuer.     How. 

lever,  indeed,  a  certain  degree  of  mathematical  knowledge  is,  without 

Idifpute,  exiremely  neceTary  in  the  purfuit  of  the  ^.fculapian  Icience, 

larchitc£tMre,  and  other  fperies  of  m.'chanics.      But  when   the  foul 

''rambles  after  a  thou  ani  chimeras,  aad  the   brain  is  wholly  abforbed 

tin  the  confidera;ion  of  the  Lverai  powe.s  of  at  raftion,  repulfion,  and 

the  circulation  of  :he    heavenly  bo Jr  ? ;   or   when    a  projector,   with 

ifootv  hands  and  face,  i-   employed  in  I. is   laboratory  in  pn  ducing  a 

Iconfiderabie  degree  ol  colu,  in  oriier  to  retrigc:ra  e  the  air,   and  qu  ilify 

(the  raging  of  trie  dog-frai,  which  exa&ly  aifwers  to  the   proledt   of 

attracting  k;n  b.  ams  on',  of  cue  imbrrs  j  f.'ch  fo!l:es  and  extrav.igan- 

Icits  are  ce-tairly  the  ohie<fts  of  denli.m.      And  accordingly  Dr.  Swift 

has  laughed  irgreg,ioirly  in  the  voyage  to  L^puta,   and  exerted  a  vein 

•of  humour,   not.gjitift  the  whole  tribe   of  chymifts,  projectors,   trd 

mathern3t;ci:ms  in  general  5   but  againft    hofe,   and   thofe   only,   who 

oefpil'e  the    uicful   branches  of  Kience,  anj  \vafle  their  lives   in  the 

murfuit  or"  a>.ri:il  vanities  a  ~.d  extravagancies.     S'vift. 

my 
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iriy  arrival,  made  me  A  vifir,  as  I  apprehend,  onl) 
Out  of  friendship  ;  for  nothing  palTed  more  than 
what  is  ufual  after  long  abfences.  But,  repeating 
his  vifits  often,  exprcfiing  his  joy  to  find  me  in  good 
health,  afking  whether  I  were  now  fettled  for  life  : 
adding,  that  he  intended  a  voyage  to  the  Gad-In- 
dies in  two  months  ;  at  lad  he  plainly  invited  me, 
though  with  Tome  apologies,  t©  be  furgeon  of  the 
fhip  ;  that  I  fhould  have  another  furgeon  undec 
me,  befides  our  two  mates  ;  that  my  falary  fhould 
be  double  to  the  nfual  pay;  and  that  having  expe» 
rienced  my  knowledge  in  Tea  affairs  to  be  at  leaft 
equal  to  his,  he  would  enter  into  any  engagement 
to  follow  my  advice,  as  much  as  if  I  had  ihared  in 
the  command. 

He  faid  fo  many  other  obliging  things,  and  I 
knew  him  to  be  To  honed  a  man,  that  I  could  not 
reject  his  propofal  ;  the  third  I  had  of  feeing  the 
world,  notwithdanding  my  pad  misfortunes,  con- 
tinuing as  violent  as  ever.  The  only  difficulty  that 
remained,  was  to  perfuade  my  wife,  whofe  confent 
however  I  at  la  ft  obtained  by  the  profpect  of  advan- 
tage fhe  propofed  to  her  children. 

We  fct  out  the  5th  day  of  Auguft  1706,  and  ar- 
rived at  Fort  St.  George  the  nth  of  April  1707* 
We  dayed  there  three  weeks  to  refrefh  our  crew, 
many  of  whom  were  fick.  From  thence  we  went 
to  Tonquin,  where  the  captain  refolved  to  conti- 
nue fome  time,  becaufe  many  of  the  goods  he  in- 
tended to  buy  were  not  ready,  nor  could  he  expect 
to  be  difpatched  in  feveral  months.  Therefore,  in 
hopes  to  defray  fome  of  the  charges  he  mud  be  at, 
he  bought  a  floop,  loaded  it  with  feveral  forts  of 
good?,  \\ herewith  the  Tonquinefe  ufually  trade  to 
the  neighbouring  ifl.mds,  and  putting  fourteen  men 
on  board,  whereof  three  were  of  the  country,  lie 
appointed  me  mafter  of  the  floop,  and  gave  me 
power  to  traffic,  while  he  l.ranfa&ed  his  affairs  at 
Tonquin. 

We 
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We  had  not  failed   above  three   day?,    when,    a 

jreat  ftorm  ariling,  we  were  driven  fi\i   days  to  the 

N.  N.  E.  and  then  to  the  E  ;   ai'ter  which    \c    had 

fair  weather,  but  fti',1  with  a  pretty  Orong  gale  from 

:he  W.     Upon  the  tenth  d  ly,  wr  wei-"  chaicd  b/ 

wo  pyrates,   who  loon  overtook  us  ;    for  my  (loop 

vas  To   deep  laden,  that  ilie  (ailed  very  ilow,    nei- 

her  were  we  in  a  condition  to  defend  oudclves. 

We  were  boarded  about  the  fame  time  by  both 
he  pyrates,  who  entered  furioufly  at  the  head  of 
heir  men  ;  but,  rinding  us  all  proftrate  upon  our 
'aces,  (for  fo  1  gave  order,)  they  pinioned  us  with. 
Irong  ropes,  and,  fetting  a  ^uard  upon  us,  went 

0  fearch  the  floop. 

I  obferved  among  them  a  Dutchman,  who  feem- 
d  to  be  of  fome  authority,  though  he  was  not  com- 
nander  of  either  ihip.  He  knew  us  by  our  coume- 
lances  to  be  EogHfhmen,  and  j  ibbei'ing  10  us  in  his 
>wn  language,  fwore  we  fhould  be  tied  back,  to 
ack,  and  thrown  into  the  Tea.  1  fpoke  Dutch  to 
erably  well  ;  I  told  him  who  we  were,  and  begged 
iim,  in  consideration  of  our  being  Chriftians  and 
•Voteftants  of  neighbouring  countries  in  ftrict  al:i- 
nce,  that  he  would  move  the  capiains  to  take  fome 
lityonus,  This  inflamed  his  rage,  he  repeated  his 
hreaten'mgs,  and,  turning  to  his  companions,  fpoke 
nth  great  vehemence  in  the  Japanefe  language,  as 
fuppofe,  often  ufing  the  word  Cjjrtftianos. 

The  largeft  of  the  two  pyrate  ihips  was  com- 
landed  by  a  Japanefe  captain,  who  fpoke  a  little 
)utch,  but  very  imperfectly.  He  came  up  to  me, 
nd  after  feveral  queftions,  which  I  aniwered  in 
reat  humility,  he  faid  we  ihould  not  die.  I  made 
le  captain  a  very  low  bow,  and  then  turning  to 
ic  Dutchman  faid,  I  was  lorry  to  find  more  mercy 

1  an  Heathen,   than  in  a  brother  Chriftian.      But 
had  foon   reafon  to  repent  thole  fooliih  words  : 

r  that  malicious  reprobate,  having  often  endea- 
oured  in  vain  to  perfuade  both  the  captains,  that 
VOL.  V.  H  I  might 
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,1  might  be  thrown  into  the  fea,  (which  they  would 
not  yield  to  after  the  promife  made  me  that  I  fhould 
not  die,)  however  prevailed  io  far  as  to  have  a  pu- 
nifhment  inflicted  on  me,  \vorie,  in  all  human  ap- 
pearance, than  de^th  itfeif.  My  men  were  fent  by 
an  equal  dividon  into  both  the  pyrate  (hips,  and  rr.y 
fl  op  new  manned  As  to  myitlf,  it  was  determin- 
ed that  !  fhould  be  fet  a-drift  in  a  fmall  canoe,  with 
p;vidles  *nd  a  fail,  and  four  days  provifions,  which 
laft  the  Japanefe  captain  was  fo  kind  to  double  oui 
of  his  own  /lores,  and  would  permit  no  man  tc 
fearch  me.  I  got  down  into  the  canoe,  while  the 
Dutchman,  (landing  upon  the  deck,  loaded  me 
with  all  rhe  curies  and  injurious  terms  his  language 
could  afford. 

^bout  an  hour  before  we  faw  the  pyrates,  I  hac 
taken  an  obfervation,  and  found  we  were  in  th< 
latitude  of  46  N.  and  of  longitude  18^.  When 
•was  at  feme  diftance  from  the  pyrates,  I  difcoverec 
by  my  pocket  g'afs  feverai  ifland  to  the  fouth-eaft 
]  ia  up  my  fail,  the  wind  being  fair,  with  a  deiigi 
to  r  ach  the  neareft  oi:  thofe  iilands,  which  I  mad< 
ihifc  t<;  do  in  about  three  hours.  Jt  was  all  rocky, 
however  I  got  many  birds  eggs,  and,  finking  fire 
I  Icindkd  fome  heath  and  dry  fea-weed,  by  which  i 
roafted  my  eggs.  I  eat  no  other  fupper,  being  re- 
folvcd  to  fpare  my  provifions  as  much  as  I  could.  I 
panned  the  night  under  the  ihelter  of  a  rock,  ftrew- 
ing  fome  heath  under  me,  and  flept  pretty  well. 

The  next  day  I  failed  to  another  ifland,  and  thence 
to  a  third  and  fourth,  fometimes  ufmg  my  fail,  anc 
ibmetimes  n-'.y  paddlts.  But,  not  to  trouble  th< 
reader  with  a  particular  account  of  my  diftrefTes. 
.Itc  it  fuffice,  that,  on  Jie  fifth  day,  I  arrived  at  the 
lad  iflcind  in  my  fight,  which  lay  fouth-eail  to  the 
former, 

'  Iiis  iflanil  was  at  a  greater  diftance  than  I  ex- 
pected, and  (  did  not  reach  it  in  lefs  than  five 
hours,  I  cncompaiTed  it  almofl:  Found,  before  I 

could 
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pould  find  a  convenient  place  ro  land  in,  which  was 
.  fmall  creek  about  three  tiniL?  the  widenef?  of  my 
Lnoe.     I  found  the  iiland  to  be   all  rocky,  only  a 
fettle  intermingled  with  tufts  of  grafs,    and  Tweet 
knelling  herbs.     I   took  out  my  fmall  prcrvifions, 
tad,   after  having   refrefhed    myfelf,  I   fecured  the 
•emainderin  a  cave,  whereof  ihere  were  great  num- 
)ers.     I  gathered  plenty  of  eggs  upon  the  rocks, 
nd  got  a  quantity  of  dry  fea-weed,  and  parched 
;rals,  which  i  defined  to  kindle  the  next  day,  and 
•oa it  my  eggs  as  well  as  I  could,   (tor  I  had  about 
ne  my  flint,   fteel,   match,  and  burning  glafs).     1 
ay  all  night  in  the  cave  where  I  had  lodged  mypro- 
ifions-     My  bed  was  the  lame  dry  grais  and  fea- 
veed  which' I   intended   for  fuel.     I  flept  very  lit- 
le,  for  the  difquiets  of  my  mind  prevailed  over  my 
vearinefs,  and  kept  me  awake.     I  confldered  how 
mpoffible  it  was  to  preferve  my  life  in  fo  defolate  a 
>iace,  and  how  miserable  my  end   muft  be.     Yet 
bund  my  1  elf  fo  liftlefs  and  defponding,  that  I  had 
lot  the  heart  to  rife  ;   and   before  1  cou!d  get  fpi- 
•its  enough  to  creep  oat  of  my  cave,  the  day  was 
:ar  advanced.     I  walked  a  while  among  the  rocks, 
he  fky  was  perfectly  clear,  and  the  fun  fo  hot,  that 
^  was  forced  to  turn  my  face  from  it  ;   when  all  on 
i  fudden  it  became  obfcure,  as  i  thought,  in  a  man- 
ler  very  different  from  what  happens  by  the  inter- 
rofition  of  a  cloud.     I  turned  back,   and  perceived- 
i  vail  opaque  body  between  me  and  the  fun,  mov- 
ng   towards   the   ifUnd :    it    Itemed    to    be   about 
.wo  miles  high,   and  hid   the  fun  fix  or  fevcn  mi- 
lutes,  but  1  did  not  obferve  the  air  to  be   much. 
:older,  or  the  iky  more  darkened,  than   if  I  had" 
:ood  under  the  {hade  of  a  mountain.      As   it  ap 
cached  nearer  over  the  place  where  I  was,  it  ap- 
:ared    to  be  a  firm  fubitance,    the  bottom   flat, 
mooth,   and  fhining  very  bright  from  the  reflexion 
if  the  fea  below.    I  flood  upon  a  height  about  two 
undred  yards  from  the  Ihore,  an4  faw  this  vaft 

H  2  body, 
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body  defcending  almoft  to  a  parallel  with  me,  at 
leis  than  an  Knglifh  mile  diftanc-.  1  took  out  my 
pocket- psrfpcclivej  and  could  plainly  difcover  num- 
bers of  people  moving  up  and  down  the  fides  of  it, 
which  appeared  to  be  Hoping  ;  but  what  thefe  people 
were  doing,  1  was  not  able  to  diftmguilh. 

The  natural  love  of  life  gave  me  fome  inward 
motions  of  joy,  and  I  was  ready  to  entertain  a  hope, 
that  this  adventure  might  fome  way  or  other  help 
to  deliver  me  from  the  defolate  place  and  condition. 
1  was  in.  But  at  the  Ame  time  the  reader  can  hard-J 
ly  conceive  my  aflonifhment,   to  behold   an   ifland 
in  the  air,  inhabited  by  men,  who  were  able  (as  it 
ihould  feern,)  to  raife  or  fink,  or  put  it  into  a  pro^j 
grcflive  motion,  as  they  pleafed.     But  not  being  at 
that  time  in  a  difpofition  to  philofophife  upon  this 
phenomenon,  I  rather  chofe  to  obferve  what  courfe 
the  ifland  would  take,  becaufe  it  feeined  for  a  while 
to  ftand  full.     Yet   loon  after  it  advanced  nearer,, 
and  I  could  fee  the  fides  of  it  cncompaficd  with  fe~s 
veral  gradations  of  galleries,  and   flairs   at  certain*] 
intervals  to  defcend  from  one  to  the  other.     In  the 
ioweft  gallery  I  beheld  fome  people  fifhing  with  long 
angling  rods,   and  others  looking  on.     I  waved  my 
cap  (for  my  hat  was  long  fince  worn  out,)  and  my 
handkerchief  towards   the   ifland  ;    and,    upon   it*! 
nearer  approach,   I  called  and  fhouted  with  the  ut» 
nioft  fbrength  of  my  voice  ;   and  then,  looking  cir*| 
cumfpectiy,  I  beheld  a  croud  gathered  to  that  fide,' 
xvhich   was  moil  in  my  view.     I   found,  by  theie 
pointing  towards  me   and  to  each  other,  that  they 
plainly  discovered  me,  although  they  made  no  re- 
turn to  my  fhouting.      But  I  could  ice  four  or  five 
men  running  in  great  hafle  up  the  ftair  to  the  top 
of  the  ifhnd,  who   then  dilappeared.     I  happened 
rightly  to  conjecture,  that   thefe  were  fcnt  for  or- 
ders to  fome  perlon  in  authority  upon  this  occafion. 

The  number  of  people  increafed,  and  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour,  the  iiland  was  moved  and  railed  in 

fuck 
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uch  a  manner,   that  the  lowed  gallery  appeared  in 

parallel  of  le!s  than  an  hundred  yards  diftancc 
Irotii  the  height  where  I  icood.  I  then  put  my  felt? 
ito  the  motV  fupplicating  pofturcs,  and  fpoke  in 
ic  humble  ft  accent,  but  received  no  anfvver.  Thofc, 
'ho  ftood  neareft  over-againit  me,  Teemed  to  be 
perfuns  of  diflincVion,  as  I  luppofed  by  their  habit. 
conferred  earncftiy  with  each  other,  looking 
>ften  upon  me.  At  length  one  of  them  called  out 

a  clear,  polite,  fmooth  diakcl,  not  unlike  in 
>und  to  the  Italian,  and  therefore  I  returned  an 
|jnfwer  in  that  language,  hoping  at  leaft,  that  the 
idcnce  might  be  more  agreeable  to  his  ears.  Al- 
lough  neither  of  us  underftood  the  other,  yet  my 
leaning  was  eaiily  known,  for  the  people  law  the 
fs  I  was  in. 

They  made  iigns  for  me  to  come  down  from  the 
>ck,  and  go  towards  ;he  fhore,  which  I  according- 

did  ;  and  the  iiying  ifland  being  raifed  to  a  con- 
;nient  height,  the  verge  directly  over  me,  a  chain 
is  let  down  from  the  lowed  gallery,  with  a  feat 
iftened  to  the  bottom,  to  which  I  fixed  myfelf,  and  - 

s  drawn  up  by  puilies.  , 

5®  :  . 
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humours  and  difpoftt  ions  of  the  Lipuiians  defcrwed, 
n  account  of  their  learning.      Of  the  King>  and  his 
court.     The  authors  reception  there.     The  inhabi- 
tants jubjeft  to  fear  and  dij^uietudcs.     An  account 
the  woman. 

T  my  alighting  I  was  furrounded  with  a  croud 
of  people,  but  thofe  who  ftood  neareft  feemed 
>  be  or  better  quality.  They  beheld  me  with  all  the 
r*arksandcircumUances  of  wonder,  neither  indeed 

H  3  was 
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was  I  much  in  their  debt;  having  never  till  then; 
ieen  a  race  of  mortals  fo  lingular  in  their  fhapesr 
habits,  and  countenances.  Their  heads  were  all  re- 
clined either  to  the  right  or  to  thelefr ;  one  of  their 
eyes  turned  inward,  and  the  other  directly  up  to 
the  zenith  *.  Their  outward  garments  were  adorn- 
ed with  the  figures  of  funs,  moons,  and  ftars,  in- 
terwoven with  thofe  of  fiddles,  flutes,  harps,  trum- 
pets, guitars,  harpiicoi;ds,  and  many  other  inftru- 
ments  of  muilc  unknown  to  us  in  Europe.  I  ob- 
ferved  here  and  there  many  in  the  habit  of  fervantsr 
with  a  blown  bladder  faftened  like  a  flayl  to  the  end 
of  a  fliort  flick,  which  they  carried  in  their  hands* 
In  each  bladder  was  a  fmall  quantity  of  dried  peasr 
or  little  pebbles,  (as  I  was  afterwards  informed. )- 
With  thefe  bladders  they  now  and  then  flapped  the 
mouths  and  ears  of  thofe  who  ftood  near  them,  of 
which  practice  I  then  could  not  conceive  the  meaning* 
It  fee  IKS  the  minds  of  thofe  people  are  fo  taken  up 
with  intenfe  fpeculations,  that  they  neither  can 
fpeak,  nor  attend  to  the  difcourfes  of  others,  with*] 
out  being  routed  by  fome  external  t action  upon  the 
organs  of  fpecch  and  hearing  ;  for  which  reafon» 
thofe  perfons  who  are  able  to  afford  it,  always  keep 
2  flapper  (the  original  is  climenolet).in  their  family,  as 
one  of  their  domeftics,  nor  ever  walk  abroad,  or 
make  viiits  without  him.  And  the  bufinefs  of  this 
officer  is,  when  two,  three,  or  more  perfons,  are 
in  company,  gently  to  ftrike  with  his  bladder  the 
mouth  of  him  who  is  to  fpeak,  and  the  right  ear  of 
him  or  them  to  whom  the  fpeaker  addrerTeth  him- 
felf.  This  flapper  islikewife  employed  diligently  to 
attend  his  m after  in  his  walks,  and  upon  occaiion 
to  give  him  a  foft  flap  on  his  eyes,  becaufe  he  is  al-f 
ways  fo  wrapped  up  in  cogitation,  that  he  is  in  ma^j 
nifeft  danger  of  falling  down  every  precipice,  and 

*  By  this  dcfcription  the  author  intended  to  ridicule  thofe  who 
•Wiiftc  life  in  fpeculative  fcience,  the  powers  of  wnofe  minds  are  as 
abfu;d!y  employed  as  the  eyes  of  the  Laputians, 

bouncing 
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bouncing  his  head  againft  every  poft  ;  and  in  the 
ftreets,  of  juftling  others,  or  being  juftlcd  himfdf 
into  the  kennel. 

It  was  necerTiry  to  give  the  reader  this  informs- 
tion,  without  which  he  would  be  at  the  fame  lofs 
with  me  to  underftand  the  proceedings  of  t he fe  peo- 
ple, as  they  conducted  me  uptheftairs  to- the  top  of 
the  ifl.ind,  and  from  thence  to  the  royal  palace. 
While  we  were  afcending,  they  forgot  feveral  times 
what  they  were  about,  and  left  me  to  myfelf,  till 
their  memories  were  again  roufed  by  their  flappers; 
for  they  appeared  altogether  unmoved  by  the  light 
ef  my  foreign  habit  and  countenance,  and  by  the 
houts  of  the  vulgar,  whofe  thoughts  and  minds 
were  more  difcngaged. 

At  1  ft  we  entered  the  palace,  and  proceeded  into 
the  chamber  of  prefence,    where  I  law  the  King 
feated  on  his  throne,  attended  on  each  fide  by  per- 
fons  of  prime  quality.     Before  the   throne  was  a 
large  table  filled  with  globes  and  fpheres,  and   ma- 
thematical inftruments  of  all  kinds.     His   Majefty 
took  not  the  leaft  notice  of  us,  although  our  en- 
trance was  not  without  fufficient  noife,  by  the  con- 
ccurfe  of  all  perlbns  belonging  to  the  court.     But 
he  was  then  deep  in  a  problem,  and  we  attended  at 
leafi-  an    hour,  before  he   could  folve   it.     There 
ftood  by  him-  on  each  fide  a  young  page  with  flaps 
in  their  hands,  and  when  they  faw  he  was  at  leifure, 
one  of  them  gently  ftruck  his  mouth,  and  the  other 
his  right  ear  ;   at  which  he  ftarted  like  one  awaked 
on  thr  fud  Jen,  and,   looking  towards  me  and  the 
compar.)  I  was  in,  recollected  the  occafion  of  our 
coming,  whereof  he  had  been  informed  before.  He 

w 

fpoke  fome  words,  whereupon  immediately  a  young 
man  with  a  flap  came  up  to  my  fide,  and  flapt  me 
gently  on  the  right  ear,  but  I  made  fign?,  as  well 
as  I  could,  that  I  had  no  occafion  for  fuch  an  in- 
ftrument  ;  which,  as  I  afterwards  found,  gave  his 
Majefty  and  the  whole  court  a  very  mean  opinion 

of 


92  GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.      Parr  III.V 

of  my  underftanding.     The  King,  as  far  as  I  could ^ 
conjecture,  afked  me  feveral  queitions,  and   I   ad- 
drerfed  myfelf  to  him  in  all  the  languages  I  had.- 
When   it  was  found,  that   I  could   neither  under- 
ftand,  nor  be   underflood,  I  was  conducted  by  his 
order  to  an  apartment  in  his  palace,  (this  prince 
being  diftinguiilied  above  all  his  predeceiTors  for  his- 
hofpitality  to   Grangers,   (where   two  fervants  were-'' 
appointed  to  attend  me.     My  dinner  was  brought, 
and  four  perl'cns  of  quality,-  whom  I  remembered5 
to  have  feen  very  near  the  King's  perfon,  did  me  • 
the  honour  to  dine  with  me.     We  had  two  cour-  • 
fes,  of  three  diflies  each.     In  the  firil  coutfe  there  ^ 
was  a  fliouider  of  mutton  cut  into  an  ^equilateral  I. 
triangle,  a  piece  of  beef  into  a  rhomboides,   and  a 
pudding  into   a   cycloid.     The   fccond  courfe  wasl 
two  clucks  truiled  up  into  the  form  of  fiddles  ;  fau-  - 
fages  and  puddings  refembling  flutes  and  hautboys,  . 
and  a   breaft  of  veal  in  the  fhape  of  a  harp.     The 
fervants  cut  our  bread  into  cones,  cylinders,  paral-- 
lelograms,   and  feveral  other  mathematical  figures. 

While  we  were  at  dinner,  I  made  bold  to  afk  the 
names  of  feveral  things  in  their  language,  and  thofe 
noble  perfons,  by  the  aril-fiance  of  their  flappers  de- 
lighted to  give  me  anfwers,  hoping  to  raiie  my  ad- 
miration of  their  great  abilities,  if  I  could  be  brought 
to  converfe  with  them.  I  Was  fbon  able  to  call  for 
bread  and  drink,  or  whatever  elfe  Ivvanted. 

After  dinner  my  company  withdrew,  and  a  per- 
fon was  fent  to  me  by  the  King's  order,  attended  by 
a  flapper.  He  brought  with  him  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  three  or  four  books,  giving  .me  to  un- 
derftand  by  figns,  that  he  was  fent  to  teach  me  the 
language.  \Ve  fat  together  four  hours,  in  which 
time  I  wrote  down  a  great  number  of  words  in  co- 
lumns, with  the  tranflations  over-againft  them  ;  I 
likewife  made  a  iliift  to  learn  feveral  ihort  fentcnces. 
For  my  tutor  would  order  one  of  my  fervants  to 
fetch  fomethingj  to  turn  about,  to  make  a  bow,  to 

fit, 
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It,  or  to  (land,  or  walk,  and  the  like.  Then  I  took 
Jo\vn  the  fentence  in  writing.  He  fhewed  me  alfo  in 
ne  of  his  books  the  figures  of  the  fun,  moon,  and 
ars,  the  tropics,  the  zodiac,  and  polar  circles,  toge- 
her  with  the  denominations  of  many  figures  of  pl.ines 
and  folids.  He  gave  me  the  names  and  defcriptions 
of  all  the  mu  Meal  instruments,  and  the  general  terms 
>f  art  in  playing  on  each  of  them.  After  he  had 
oft  me,  I  placed  all  my  words  with  their  interpre- 
tations in  alphabetical  order.  And  thus  in  a  few 
days,  by  the  help  of  a  very  faithful  memory,  I  got 
fome  iniight  into  their  language. 

The  word,  which  I  interpret  the  jtying OT  floating 
nd,  is  in  the  original  Laputa,  whereof  I  could 
ever  learn  the  true  etymology.  Lap  in  the  old  ob- 
blete  language  fignifieth  high,  and  untuth  a  gcver- 
wr>  from  which  they  fay  by  corruption  was  deriv- 
d  Laputa,  from  Lapuntuth.  But  I  do  not  approve 
>f  this  derivation,  which  feems  to  be  a  little  ftraia- 
d.  I  ventured  to  offer  to  the  learned  among  them 
conjecture  of  my  own,  that  Laputa  was  quafi 
lap  outed\  lap  fignifying  properly  the  dancing  of 
he  fun -beams  in  the  lea,  and  oitted  a  wing,  which 
owever  I  fhall  not  obtrude,  but  fubmit  to  the  ju- 
dicious reader. 

Thole  to  whom  the  King  had  intruded  me,  ob- 
ferving  how  ill  I  was  clad,  ordered  a  taylor  to  come 
next  morning,  and  take  meafure  for  a  fuit  of 
cloaths.  This  operator  did  his  office  a£er  a  different 
manner  from  thofe  of  his  trade  in  Europe.  He 
firft  took  my  altitude  by  a  quadrant,  and  then  with 
rule  and  compares  delcribed  the  dimenfions  and 
out-lines  of  my  whole  body,  all  which  he  entered 
upon  paper ;  and  in  fix  days  brought  my  cloaths 
very  ill  m  tde  and  quite  out  of  fhape,  by  happening 
to  miftake  a  figure  in  the  calculation.  But  my 
comfort  was,  that  I  obferved  fuch  accidents  very 
frequent,  and  little  regarded. 

During  my  confinement  for  want  of  cloaths,  and 

by 
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by  an  indifpofition  that  held  me  fome  days  longer,. 
I  much  enlarged  my  dictionary  ;  and  when  I  went 
next  to  court,  was  able  to  underftand  many  things 
the  King  i'poke,  and  to  return  him  fome  kind  of 
anfwers.  His  Majetty  had  given  orders,  that  the 
iiland  ihould  move  north  e.ift  and  by  eaft  to  the  ver- 
tical point  over  Lagado,  the  metropolis  of  the 
whole  kingdom  below  uoon  the  firm  earth.  It  was 

c>  x 

about  ninety  leagues  diitant,  and  our  voyage  laftech 
four  days  and  a  half.     I  was  not   in  the  leaft  fen- 
iible  of  rhe  progreilive  motion  made  in   the  air    by 
the  ifland.     On    the  fccond  morning  about  eleven- 
a- clock  the  King  himfelf  in  perfon  attended  by  his- 
nobility,  courtiers,   and    offi.  ers,    having  prepared- 
all  their  mulkal  inftruments,   played   on   them  for 
three   hours    without    inrermiilion,  fo   that  I    was 
quite  ft  un  nerd  with  the  noife  ;   neither  could  i  pofli- 
blv  guefs  the  meaning,    till  my  tutor  informed  me.* 
He  laid,   that  the  people  of  their   ifland  had   thcip- 
ears    adapted    to    hear    the   muftc    of  the   fpheres, 
which   always    played  at  certain   periods,    and   the 
court  was  now  prepared  to  bear  their  part,  in  .what* 
ever  in   rument  they  molr,  excelled. 

In  our  journey  towards  Lagado,  the  capital  city,, 
his  Majefty  ordered  that  the  iflind  mould  (top  over . 
certain  towns  and  villages,  from  whence  he  might 
receive  the  petitions  of  his  fubjects.  And  to  this 
purpofe  leveral  pack-threads  were  let  down  with 
fmal!  weights  at  the  bottom.  On  thefe  pack  threads 
the  people  irrung  their  petitions,  which  mounted 
up  diredtly,  like  the  fcraps  of  paper  fattened  by 
fchool-boys  at  the  end  of  the  firing  that  holds  their 
kite.  Sometimes  we  received  wine  and  victuals 
from  bdow,  which  were  drawn  up  by  pullies. 

The  knowledge  I  had  in  mathematics  gave  me 
great  affiftance  in  acquiring  their  phrafeology, 
which  depended  much  upon  that  fcicnce,  and  mu- 
fic  ;  -and  in  the  latter  I  was  not  un (killed.  Their 
ideas  are  perpetually  converfant  in  lines  and  figures. 
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If  they  would,  for  example,  praife  the  beauty  of  a 
woman,  or  any  other  animal,  they  defer ibe  it  by 
rhombs,  circles,  parallelograms,  eltiples,  and  other 
geometrical  terms,  or  by  words  of  art  drawn  from 
mufic,  needlefs  here  to  repeat.  I  obferved  in  the 
King's  kitchen  all  forts  of  mathematical  and  mufical 
inftruments,  after  the  figures  of  which  they  cut 
up  the  joints  that  were  ferved  to  his  Majefty's  table. 

Their  houfes  are  very  ill  built,  the  walls  bevil, 
without  one  right  angle  in  any  apartment  ;  and  this 
defect  arifeth  from  the  contempt  they  bear  to  prac- 
tical geometry,  which  they  defpife  as  vulgar  and 
mechanic,  thofe  inftructions  they  give  being  too  re- 
iined  for  the  intellectuals  of  their  workmen,  which 
occalions  perpetual  miftakes.  And  altheugh  they 
are  dexterous  enough  upon  a  piece  of  paper  in  the 
management  of  the  rule,  the  pencil,  and  the  divi- 
der ;  yet  in  the  common  actions  and  behaviour  of 
life,  I  have  not  feen  a  more  clumfy,  awkward,  and 
unhandy  people,  nor  fo  flow  and  perplexed  in  their 
conceptions  upon  all  other  fubjects,  except  thofe  of 
maihematics  and  mufic.  They  are  very  bad  rea- 
-foners,  and  vehemently  given  to  opposition,  unlefs 
when  they  happen  to  be  of  the  right  opinion  which 
is  feldom  their  cafe.  Imagination,  fancy,  and  in- 
vention, they  are  wholly  (Irangers  to,  nor  have  any 
words  in  their  language,  by  which  thofe  ideas  can 
be  exprefTed  ;  the  whole  compafs  of  their  thoughts 
and  mind  being  Ihut  up  within  the  two  fore- men- 
tioned fciences. 

Mod  of  them,  and  efpecially  thofe  who  deal  in 
the  agronomical  pare,  have  great  faith  in  judicial 
aftrology,  although  they  are  afhamed  to  own  it  pu- 
blicly. But  what  I  chiefly  admired,  and  thought  al- 
together unaccountable,  was  the  ftrong  difpofition 
I  obferved  in  them  towards  news  and  politics,  per- 
petually inquiring  into  public  affairs,  giving  their 
judgements  in  matters  of  ftate,  and  paflionately  dif- 
puting  every  indbi  of  a  party  opinion,  I  have  in- 
deed 
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deed  obfervecl  the  fame  difpolition  among  moft  of 
the  mathematicians  I  have  known  in  Europe,  al- 
though I  could inever.difcover  the  lead  analogy  be- 
tween the  two  fciences.-,  unlefsthofe  people  fuppofe, 
that  becaufe  the  fmalleft  circle  hath  as  many  de- 
grees as  the  largeft,  .therefore  the  regulation  and 
management  of  the  world  require  no  more  abili- 
ties, than  the  handling  and  turning  of  a  globe  :  but 
I  rather  take  this  qu.dity  to  fpring  from  a  very  com- 
mon infirmity  of  human  nature,  inclining  us  to  be 
moft  curious. and  conceited  in  matters  where  we 
.have  leaft  concern,  and  for  which  we  are  leaft  a- 
dapted,  either  by  ftudy  or  nature. 

Thefe  people  are  under  continual  difquietudfs, 
never  enjoying  a  minutes  peace  of  mind  ;  and  their 
difturbances  proceed  from  caufcs,  which  very  little 
affect  the  reft  of  mortals.  Their  apprehen  lions  arife 
from  feveral  changes  they  dread  in  the  cdeftial  bo- 
dies. For  inftance,  that  the  earth,  by  the  continual 
approaches  of  the  fun  towards  it,  muft  be  abforbed 
or  fwallowed  up.  That  the  face  of  the  fun^vill  by 
degrees  be  incrufted  wiih  its  own  effluvia,  and  give 
no  more  light  to  the  world.  That  the  earih  verjr 
narrowly  efcaped  a  brufh  from  the  tail  of  the  laft  • 
comet,  which  would  have  infallibly  reduced  it  to 
aflies  ;  and  that  the  next,  which  they  have  calcula- 
ted for  one  and  thirty  years  hence,  will  probably 
deftroy  us.  For,  if  in  its  perihelion  it  fliould  ap- 
proach within  a  certain  degree  of  the  fun  (as  by 
their  calculations  they  have  reafon  to  dread)  it  will 
receive  a  degree  of  heat  ten  thoufand  times  more 
intenfe,  than  that  of  red  hot  glowing  iron  ;  and, 
in  its  abferice  from  the  fun,  carry  a  blazing  tail  ten 
hundred  thcufand  and  fourteen  miles  long;  through 
which  if  the  earth  fhould  pafs  at  the  diftance  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  miles  from  the  nucleus,  or  main 
body  of  the  comet,  it  muft  in  its  paflage  .be  fet  on 
fire,'  and  reduced  to  allies.  That  the  fun,  daily 
fpcnding  its  rays  without  any  nutriment  to  fupply 

them, 
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them,  will  at  Lift  be  wholly  confumed  aad  annihi- 
lated ;  which  mult  be  attended  with  the  deftruclion 
of  this  earth  and  of  all  the  planets  that  receive  their 
light  from  it  *. 

They  are  fo  perpetually  ahrmed  with  the  appre- 
hendons  of  thefe,  and  the  like  impending  dangers, 
that  they  can  neither  fleep  quietly  in  their  beds, 
nor  have  any  reUfh  for  the  common  pleafures  or 

amufcmems  of  lift.     When  they  meet  an  acquaint- 

*  i 

ance  in  the  morn.ii-:.;,  the  lirft  queftton  is  about  the 
fun's  hea'tb,  how  he  looked  at  his  letting  and  rifmg, 
nd  what  hopi.-s  they  have  to  avoid  the  ftroke  of 
he  approaching  comet.  This  converfation  they  are 
pt  to  ru;;  into  with  the  fame  temper,  that  boys 
ifcover  in  delighting  to  hear  terrible  ftories  of  fpi- 
its  and  hobgoblins,  which  they  greedily  liften  to, 
nd  dare  uot  go  to  bed  for  fear. 

The  women  of  the  ifland  have  abundance  of  vi-« 
;acity  ;  they  contemn  their  hufbands,  and  are  ex- 
:eedingly  foiid  of  Itrangers,  whereof  there  is  al- 
ways a  confiderable  number  from  the  continent  be- 
ow  attending  at  court,  either  upon  affairs  of  the 
everal  towns  and  corporations,  or  their  own  par- 
icular  occafions,  but  are  much  defpifed,  becaufe 
hey  want  me  fame  endowments.  Among  thefe 
he  ladies  chufe  their  gallan's  :  but  the  vexation  is, 
hat  they  act  with  too  much  eafe  and  fecurity,  for 
he  hufband  ii.  always  fo  rapt  in  fpeculation,  that 
he  cniitiefs  and  lover  may  proceed  to  the  greateft 
"amiliarides  before  his  face,  if  he  be  but  provided 
ith  paper  and  implements,  and  without  \z\sjiapper 
t  his  iide. 

The  wives  ^nd  dr.u^hters  lament  their  confine 

O 

ent  to  the  ifland,  although  I  think  it  the  moft  de- 
icious  fpot  oF  ground  in  the  world  ;  and  although 
\eylwe  here  in  the  greateit  plenty  and  magnifi« 

*  AH  thefe  were  fuppofiiions  of  perfons  eminent  in  ihcirtime  for 
mathematical  knowltdgc. 

•VoL  V.  I  cence 
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cence,  and  are  allowed  to  do  whatever  they  pleafe, 
they  long  to  fee  the  world,  and  take  the  diveriions 
of  the  metropolis,  which  they  are  not  allowed  to 
do  without  a  particular  licence  from  the  King  ;  and 
this  is  not  eafy  to  be  obtained,  bee  mfe  the  people  pf 
quaiiry  have  found,  by  frequent  experience,  how 
hard  it  is  to  perliuide  their  women  to  return  from 
below,  I  was  rold,  that  a  great  court-lady,  who 
had  fevcral  children,  is  married  to  the  prime  mini*! 
fter,  the  richeft  fubject  in  the  kingdom,  a 'very 
graceful  perfbn,  extremely  fond  of  her,  and  lives 
in  the  fineft  palace  of  the  ifland,  went  down  to  La^J 
gado  on  the  pretence  of  health,  there  hid  herfelf 
for  feveral  months,  till  the  King  fent  a  warrant  to 
fearch  for  her.,  and  {he  was  found  in  an  obfcure 
cating-houfe  all  in  rags,  having  pawned  her  cloaths 
to  maintain  an  old  deformed  footman,  who  beat 
her  every  day,  and  in  whole  company  {he  was  taken 
much  againft  her  will.  And  although  her  hufband 
received  her  with  all  poffible  kindnefs,  and  without 
the  leaft  reproach,  fhe  foon  after  contrived  to  fteal 
down  again  with  all  her  jewels  to  the  fame  gallant, 
and  hach  not  been  heard  of  fince. 

This  may  perhaps  pafs  with  the  reader  rather  f.JW 
an  European  or  Engliih  ftory,  than  for  one  of  a 
country  fo  remote.     But  he  may  pleafe  to  coniider, 
that  the  caprices  of  womankind  are  not  limited  by 
any  climate   or  nation,  and  that  they    are    much  I 
more  uniform  than  can  be  eafily  imagined. 

In  about  a  month's  time,  I  had  made  a  tolerable  I 
proficiency  in  their  language,  and  was  able  to  an-  i 
Fwer  moft  of  the  King's  queftions,  when  I  had  the  j 
honour  to  attend  him.     His  Majefty  difcovered  not  | 
the  leaft  curiofity  to  inquire  into  the  laws,  govern-  j 
ment,  hiftory,  religion,  or  manners  of  the  coun- 
tries where  I  had  been,  but  cor.f^ed  his  queftions 
to  the  ftate  of  mathematics,  and  received  the  ac- 
count I  gave  him  with  great  contempt  and  indif- 
ference, 
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:err.-nce,  though  often  roufed  by  his  flapper  on  each 
ifide 
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4  phenomenon  fohed  by  modern  ph'Jof->pfy  and  agro- 
nomy. The  Laputiam  great  improvements  in  the 
Litter.  The  King's  method  of  fupptejjing  infurrec- 

tions. 

[Defired  leave  of  this  prince  to  fee  the  curiofities 
of  the  ifland,  which  he  was  gracioufly  plea  fed 
'o  grant,  and  ordered  my  tutor  to  attend  me  I 
;hiefly  wanted  to  know,  to  what  caufe  in  art  or  in 
lature  it  owed  its  feveral 'motions,  whereof  I  will 
low  give  a  philo'ophical  account  to  the  reader. 

The  flying  or  floating  ifUnd  is  exactly  circular, 
ts  diameter  7837  yards,  or  about  four  miles  and  an 
lalf,  and  coniequently  contains  ten  thoufand  acres. 

|"t  is  three  hundred  yards  thick.  The  bottom,  or 
jinder  furface,  which  appears  to  thofe  who  view  it 
From  below,  is  one  even  regular  plate  of  adamant, 
ihooting  up  to  the  height  of  about  two  hundred 
rards.  Above  it  lie  the  feveral  minerals  in  their 
iifiul  order,  and  over  all  is  a  coat  of  rich  mould, 
en  or  twelve  feet  deep.  The  declivity  of  the  upper 
iurface,  from  the  circumference  to  the  centre,  is 
he  natural  caufe  why  ail  the  dews  and  rains,  which 
'all  upon  the  ifland,  are  conveyed  in  fmall  rivulets 
owards  the  middle,  where  they  are  emptied  into 
bur  large  bafons,  each  of  about  half  a  mile  in  cir- 
uit,  and  two  hundred  yards  diftant  from  the  cen- 
re.  From  thcfe  bafons  the  water  is  continually  ex- 
aled  by  the  fun  in  the  day  time,  which. effectually 
revents  their  overflowing.  Befldes,  as  it  is  in  the 
ower  of  the  monarch  to  raife  the  ifland  above  the 

I  2  region 
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region  of  clouds  and  vapours,  he  can  prevent  the 
falling  of  dews  and  rains  whenever  he  pleafes.  For 
the  higheft  clouds  cannort  rife  above  two  miles,  as 
naturalifls  agree,  at  leaft  they  were  never  known. to-; 
do  fo  in  that  country, 

At  the  centre  of  the  ifland  there  is  a  chafrn  about 
£fty  yards  in  diameter,  from  whence  the  aitrcmo* 
rners  dcfcend  into  a  large  dome,  which  is  therefore 
called  fa ndona  gagr.de ^  or  the  qftronomer's  cave,  fi- 
tuated  at  the  depth  of  a  hundred  yards  beneath 
the  upper  furface  of  the  adamant.  In  this  cave  are 
twenty  lamps  continually  burning,  which,  from  the 
reflection  of  the  adamant,  call  a  ftrong  light  into 
every  part.  The  place  is  ftortd  with  gie^t  variety- 
of  fextants,  quadrants,  telefcopcs,  aftrolabes.  and 
other  aftronomical  infiruments.  But  the  greateft 
curiofity,  upon  which  the  fate  of  the  ifland  depends, 
is  a  load  ft  one  of  a  prodigious  iize,  in  fhape  refem-. 
bling  a  weaver's  fhuttle.  It  is  in  length  fix  yards, 
and  in  the  thickeft  part  at  leaft  three  yards  over. 
This  magnet  is  fuftained  by  a  very  ftrong  axle  of 
adamant  paffing  through  its  middle,  upon  which  it 
plays,  and  is  poiied  fo  exactly,  that  the  ueakeft 
hand  can  turn  it  It  is  hooped  round  with  an  hol- 
low cylinder  of  adamant,  four  feet  deep,  as  many 
thick,  and  twelve  yards  in  diameter,  placed  hori- 
zontally, and  iupported  by  eight  adamantine  feet, 
each  fix  yards  high,  In  the  middle  of  the  concave 
fide  there  is  a  groove  twelve  inches  deep,  in  which 
the  extremities  of  the  axle  are  lodged,  and  turned 
round  as  there  is  occafion. 

The  ftone  cannot  be  moved  from  its  place  by 
any  force,  becaufe  the  hoop  and  its  feet  are  one 
continued  piece  with  that  body  of  adamant,  which 
conftitutes  the  bottom  of  the  ifland. 

By  means  of  this  load- ftone  the  ifland  is  made  to 
rife  and  fall,  and  move  from  one  place  to  another. 
For,  with  refpect  to  that  part  of  the  earth  over 
which  the  monarch  prefides,  the  ftone  is  endued  at 

one 
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ne  of  its  fides  with  an  attractive  power,  and  at  the 
ther  with  a  repulfive.  Upon  placing  the  magnet 
reft,  with  its  attracting  end  towards  the  earth,  the 
land  defcends ;  but  when  the  repelling  extremity 
oints  downwards,  the  ifl.ind  mounts  directly  up- 
ards.  When  the  petition  of  the  ftone  is  oblique, 
ic  motion  of  the  ifland  is  fo  too  :  for  in  this  mag- 
et  the  forces  always  aft  in  lines  parallel  to  its  di- 
:ftion. 

By  this  oblique  motion  the  ifland  is  conveyed  to 
fferent  parts  of  the  monarch's  dominions.  To 
xplain  the  manner  of  its  progrefs,  let  A  B  repre- 
nt  a  line  drawn  crofs  the  dominions  of  Balnibar- 
let  the  line  c  d  reprefent  the  load- ftone,  of 
hich  let  d  be  the  repelling  end,  and  c  the  attracting 
nd,  the  ifland  being  over  C ;  let  the  ftone  be  plac- 
\  in  the  pofition  c  d,  with  its  repelling  end  down- 
ards;  then  the  ifland  will  be  driven  upwards  ob- 
quely  towards  D.  When  it  is  arrived  at  Z>,  let 
ie  ftone  be  turned  upon  its  axle,  till  its  attracting 
nd  points  towards  E9  and  then  the  ifland  will  be 
irried  obliquely  towards  E  ;  where,  if  the  ftone 
;  again  turned  upon  its  axle,  till  it  ftands  in 
ic  pofition  E  F,  with  its  repelling  point  downward, 
ic  ifland  will  rife  obliquely  towards  F,  where,  by 
reeling  the  attracting  end  towards  G,  the  ifland 
ay  be  carried  to  G,  and  from  G  to  77,  by  turning 
le  ftone,  fo  as  to  make  its  repelling  extremity  point 
reftly  downward.  And  thus,  by  changing  the 
tuation  of  the  ftone  as  often  as  there  is  occaiion, 
ic  ifland  is  made  to  rife  and  fall  by  turns  in  an  ob- 
que  direction,  and  by  thofe  alternate  rifings  and 
illings  ('he  obliquity  being  not  confiderable,)  is 
Dnveyed  from  one  part  of  the  dominions  to  the 
ther. 

But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  this  ifland  cannot 
ove  beyond  the  extent  of  the  dominions  below, 
or  can  it  rife  above  the  height  of  four  miles.  For 
hich  the  aftronomers  (who  have  written  large  fyf- 

I  3  terns 
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terns  concerning  the  ftone,)  affign  the  following  rea- 
fon  :  that  the  magnetic  virtue  does  not  extend  be- 
yond the  diftance  of  four  miles,  and  that  the  mine- 
ral, which  acts  upon  the  ftone  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  and  in  the  fea  about  fix  leagues  diftant  from  r 
the  fhore,  is  not  diffufed  through  the  whole  globe,, 
but  terminated  with  the  limits  of  the  King's  dorni-  , 
nions ;  and  it  was  eafy,  from  the  great  advantage 
of  fuch  a  fuperior  fltuation,  for  a  prince  to  bring 
under  his  obedience,  whatever  country  lay  within 
the  attraction  of  that  magnet. 

When  the  ftone  is  put  parallel  to  the  plane  of : 
the  horizon,  the  ifland  ftandeth  ftiil ;  for  in  that 
cafe  the  extremities  of  it,  being  at  equal  diftance 
from  the  earth,  act  with  equal  force,  the  one  in 
drawing  downwards,  the  other  in  pufhing  upwards, 
and  confequently  no  motion  can  enfue. 

This  load  ftone  is  under  the  care  of  certain  aftro- 
nomers,   who  from  time  to   time   give  it  fuch  poii- 
tions  as  the  monarch  directs.  They  fpend  the  great- 
eft  part  of  their  lives  in   obferving  the   celeftial  bo- ! 
dies,  which  they  do  by  the  aiiiftance  of  glafles  far 
excelling   ours  in   goodnefs.     For,   although  theii 
largeft   telefcopes  do   not   exceed  three  feet,  thej 
magnify  much  more  than  thofe  of  an  hundred  with 
us,  and  (hew  the  ftars  with  greater  clearnefs.    This 
advantage  hath  enabled  them  to  extend  their  difco- 
veries  much  farther  than  our  aftronomers  in  Eu- 
rope ;  for  they  have  made  a  catalogue  of  ten  tliou- 
fand  fixed  ftars,  whereas  the  largeft  of  ours  do  not 
contain  above  one  third  part  of  that  number.  They 
have  likewife  difcovered   two  lefler  ftars,  or  fatel- 
lites,  which  revolve  about  Mars,  whereof  the  inner- 
moft  is  diftant  from  the  centre  of  the  primary  pla- 
net, exactly  three  of  his  diameter-,  and  the  outer- 
moft  five ;  the  former  revolves  in  the  (pace  of  ten 
hours,  and  the  latter  in  twenty  one  and  an  half;  fc 
that  the  fquares  of  their  periodical  times  are  very 
near  in  the  fame  proportion  wiii  the  cubes  of  theii 

diftance 
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diftance  from  the  centre  of  Mars,   which  evidently 

fhews  them  to  be  governed  by  the  fame  l.iw  of  gra- 

>vkarion,   that  influences  the  other  heavenly  bodies. 

They  have  obierved  ninety-three  different  comets, 
and  fettled  their  periods  with  great  exa<5tnefs.  If 
this  be  true,  (and  they  affirm  it  with  great  confi- 
dence,) it  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  tlm  their  obferva- 
tions  were  made  public,  whereby  the  theory  of  co- 
mets, which  at  prefent  is  very  lame  and  defective, 
might  be  brought  to  the  fame  perfection  wuh  other 
parts  of  aftronomy. 

The  King  would  be  the  moft  abfolute  prince  in 
the  univerle,  if  he  could  but  prevail  on  a  miniftry 
to  join  with  him  ;  but  thefe,  having  their  eftates 
below  on  the  continent,  and  confidering  that  the 
office  of  a  favourite  hath  a  very  uncertain  tenure, 
would  never  confent  to  the  enflaving  their  country. 

If  any  town  fhould  engage  in  rebellion  or  mutiny, 
fall  into  violent  factions,  or  refuie  to  pay  the  ufual 
tribute,   the  King   hath  two   methods   of  reducing 
them  to  obedience.  Thefirft  and  the  mildeft  courfe 
is  by  keeping  the  ifland  hovering  over  iuch  a  town, 
and  the  lands  about  it,  whereby  he  can  deprive  them 
of  the  benefit  of  the  fun   and  the  rain,  and  confe- 
quently  afflict  the  inhabitants  with  dearth   and  dif- 
eafes.      And  if  the  crime  deferve  it,  they  are  at  the 
fame  time  pelted  from  above  with   great  {tones,  a- 
gainft  which  they  have  no  defence  but  by  creeping 
into  cellars  or  caves,  while  the  roofs  of  their  houfes 
are  beaten  to  pieces.     But  if  they  ft  ill  continue  ob- 
ftinate,  or  offer  to  raife  insurrections,  he  proceeds 
to  the  laft  remedy,  by  letting  the  ifland  drop  direct- 
ly upon  their  heads,  which  makes  an  univerfal  de- 
ftrucYion  both  of  houfes  and  men.     However,  this 
is  an  extremity  to  which  the  piinceis  ieidom  driven, 
neither  indeed  is  he  willing  to  put  it  in  execution, 
nor  dare  his  minifters  advife  him  to  an  action,  which, 
as  it  would  render  them  odious  to  the  people,  fo  it 

would 


104  GULLIVER's  TRAVELS.       Part  III. 

would  be  a  great  damage  to  their  own  eftates,  which 
lie  all  below,  for  the  ifland  is  the  King's  demefn. 

But  there  is  ftill  indeed  a  more  weighty  reafon, 
why  the  kings  of  this  country  have  been  always 
averfe  from  executing  fo  terrible  an  action,  unlefs  ' 
upon  the  utmoft  neceffity.  For  if  the  town,  in- 
tended to  be  deftroyed,  fhould  have  in  it  any  tall 
rocks,  as  it  generally  falls  out  in  the  larger  cities,  a 
iituation  probably  chofen  at  firfl:  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent fuch  a  cataltrophe  ;  or  if  it  abound  in  high 
fpires,  or  pillars  of  ftone,  a  fudden  fall  might  en- 
danger the  bottom  or  under-furface  of  the  ifland, 
which,  although  it  confift,  as  Miave  faid,  of  one 
intire  adamant  two  hundred  yards  thick,  might 
happen  to  crack  by  too  great  a  fhock.  or  burfl  by 
approaching  too  near  the  fires  from  the  houfes  be- 
low, as  the  backs  both  of  iron  and  ftone  will  often 
do  in  our  chimnies.  Of  all  this  the  people  are  well 
appri.ed,  and  understand  how  far  to  carry  their 
obftinacy,  where  their  liberty  or  property  is  con- 
cerned. And  the  Kinir,  when  he  is  higheft  pro- 
voked, and  molt  determined  to  prefs  a  city  to  rub- 
biih,  orders  the  ifland  to  defcend  with  great  gentle- 
nefs,  out  of  a  pretence  of  tendernefs  to  his  people  ; 
but  indeed  for  fear  of  breaking  the  adamantine  bot- 
tom ;  in  which  cafe  it  is  the  opinion  of  all  their 
philofophers,  that  the  load- ftone  could  no  longer 
hold  it  up,  and  the  whole  mafs  would  fall  to  the 
ground. 

By  a  fundamental  law  of  this  realm,  neither  the 
King,  nor  either  of  his  two  elder  fons,  are  permit- 
ted to  leave  the  ifland,  nor  the  Queen,  till  £he  is 
part  child-bearing. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

"he  author  L\i-'es  f.r.  putts,  is  conveyed  to  Balnibarbi, 
arrives  at  the  metropolis,  d  defer  ipi  ion  of  tk-e  me- 
tropolis, and  the  country  adjoining.  ""'I he  author  hof- 
pitdbly  received  by  a  great  lord.  His  conversation 
vui'h  ihzt  lord. 

LTHOUGH  I  cannot  fav  that  I  was  ill-treated 

* 

in  this   rfland,  yet  I    muft  confefs   I   thought 
.lyfelf  too  much   neglected,  not  without  Tome  de- 
ree  of  contempt.     For  neither  prince   nor  people 
ppeared   to   be  curious  in  any  part  of  knowledge, 
xcept   mathematics  and  muiic,  wherein  I  was  far 
|heir  inferior,  and  upon  that  account  very  little  re- 
garded. 

On  the  other  fide,   after  having  feen   all  the  cu- 
"iohties  of  the  illand,  I  was  very  defirous  to  leave 

0 

t,  being  heartily  weary  of  thofe  people.  They  were 
ndeed  excellent  in  two  fciences,  for  which  I  have 
^reat  efteem,  and  wherein  I  am  net  unverfed,  but 
at  the  lame  time  fo  abftra&ed  and  involved  in  fpecu- 
.ation,  that  I  never  met  with  iuch  difagreeable  com- 
Danions.  I  converfed  only  with  women,  tradefmen , 
iappers,  arid  court  pages,  during  nvo  months  of 
ny  abode  there  ;  by  which  at  laft  I  rendered  myfelf 
extremely  contemptible  ;  yet  thefe  were  the  only 
eople,  from  whom  I  could  ever  ie  eive  a  reafona- 
le  anfwer. 

I  h^d  obtained  by  hard  Aucly  a   good   degree  of 

stiowiedge  in  their  language  ;  I  was  weary  of  being 

ponfined  to  an  ifland,  wnere  I  received  fo  little  coun- 

enance,  and  refolved  to  leave  it  with   the  firfl  op- 

ortunity. 

There  was  a  great  lord  at  court,  nearlv  related  to 

O  *  * 

the 


io6  GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.      Part  III, 

the  King,  and,  for  that  rcafon  alone,  ufed  with 
refpecl.  He  was  univerfaliy  reckoned  the  mod 
ignorant  and  ftupid  perlon  among  them.  He  had 
performed  many  eminent  fervices  tor  the  crown, 
had  great  natural  and  acquired  parts,  adorned  with 
integrity  and  honour,  but  ib  ill  an  ear  for  mufic, 
that  his  detractors  reported  he  had  been  often  known 
to  beat  time  in  the  wrong  place;  neither  could  his 
tutors,  without  extreme  difficulty,  teach  him  to  de- 
monftrate  the  moft  eafy  proportion  in  the  mathe- 
matics He  was  pleated  to  fhew  me  many  marks  of 
favour,  often  did  me  the  honour  of  a  vific,  defired 
to  be  informed  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  the  laws 
and  cuftoms,  the  manners  and  learning  of  the  feve-- 
ral  countries  where  I  had  travelled.  He  liftened  to 
me  with  great  attention,  and  made  very  wife  obfer- 
vations  on  all  I  fpoke.  He  had  two  flappers  at- 
tending him  for  ftate,  but  never  made  uie  of  them, 
except  at  court,  and  in  viiits  of  ceremony,  and 
would  always  command  them  to  withdraw,  when 
we  were  alone  together. 

I  entreated  this  illuftrious  perfon  to  intercede  in 
my   behalf  with   his   Majefty  for  leave  to  depart, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  tell 
me,  with  regret  :  for  indeed  he  had  made  me  feve- 
ral  offers  very  advantageous,  which  however  I  rc-r 
fufed  with  expieflions  of  the  higheft  acknowledg-r, 
ment. 

On  the   1 6th  of  February  I  took  leave  of  his- 
Majefty  and  the  court.     The  King  made  me  a  pre- 
fent   to  the  value  of  about  two  hundred  pounds 
Engliih,  and  my  protector,   his  kinfman,  as  much 
more,  together  with  a  letter  of  recommendation  to 
a  friend  of  his  in  Lagado,  the  metropolis:  the  ifland 
being  then  hovering  over  a  mountain  about  two. 
miles  from  it,   1  was  let  down  from  the  loweft  gal- 
lery, in  the  fame  manner  as  1  had  been  taken  up. 

The  continent,  as  far  as  it  is  fubjecl  to  the  mo- 
narch of  the  flying  ifland,  paffes  under  the  general 

name 
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lame  of  Balnibarbi  ;  and  the  metropolis,  as  I  faid 
>t:fore,  is  Ciilltil  Lagado.  I  felt  fome  little  fatis- 
aclion  in  rinding  myfelf  on  firm  ground  I  walked 
o  the  city  without  any  concern,  being  clad  like  one 
>f  the  na;ivijs,  and  fufficiently  inftructed  toconverfe 
vith  them  I  foon  found  out  the  perfon's  houfe  to 
vhom  I  was  recommended,  prefented  my  letter 
rom  his  friend  the  grmdee  in  the  ifland,  and  was 
eceived  with  much  kindnefs.  This  great  lord, 
vhoie  name  was  Munodi,  ordered  me  an  apartment 
n  his  own  houfe,  where  I  continued  during  my 
tay,  and  was  entertained  in  a  moR  hofpitable  man- 
rer. 

The  next  morning  after  my  arrival  he  took  me 
n  his  chariot  tg  fee  the  town,  which  is  about  half 
he  bignefs  of  London,  but  the  houfes  very  ftrange-" 
y  built,  and  mod  of  them  out  of  repair.  The 
icople  in  the  ftreets  walked  faft,  looked  wild,  their 
yes  fixed,  and  were  generally  in  rags.  We  parTed 
hrough  one  of  the  town-gates,  and  went  about 
hree  miles  into  the  country,  where  I  faw  many  la- 
>ourers  working  with  feveral  forts  of  tools  in  the 

o 

ground,  but  was  not  able  to  conjecture  what  they 
ere  about  ;  neither  did  I  obferve  any  expectation 
ither  of  corn  or  grafs,  although  the  foil  appeared 
o  be  excellent.  I  could  not  forbear  admiring  at 
hefe  odd  appearances  both  in  town  and  country ; 
md  I  made  bold  to  deiire  my  conductor,  that  he 
ould  be  pleafed  to  explain  to  me  what  could  be 
neant  by  fo  many  bufy  heads,  hands,  and  faces, 
soth  in  the  flreets  and  the  fields,  becaufe  I  did  not 
jifcover  any  good  effects  they  produced  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  I  never  knew  a  foil  fo  unhappily  cul- 
tivated, houfes  fo  ill  contrived  and  fo  ruinous,  or  a 
Deople  whofe  countenances  and  habit  exprelfed  fo 
much  mifery  and  want. 

This  Lord  Munodi  was  a  perfon  of  the  firft 
rank,  and  had  been  fome  years  governor  of  Laga- 
do j  but  by  a  cabal  of  rninifters  was  difcharged  for 

infufficiency 
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infufficiency.  However  the  King  treated  him  with 
tendcrneis,  as  a  well-meaning  man,  but -of  a  low 
contemptible  underftanding. 

When  I  gave  that  free  cenfure  of  the  country 
and  its  inhabitants,  he  made  no  further  anfwer, 
than  by  telling  me,  that  I  had  not  been  long  enough 
among  them  to  form  a  judgement ;  and  that  the 
different  nations  of  the  world  had  different  cuf- 
toms ;  with  other  common  topics  to  the  fame  pur-; 
pofe.  But,  when  we  returned  to  his  palace,  he- 
aiked  me  how  Hiked  the  building,  what  abfurdities! 
I  obferved,  and  what  quarrel  I  had  with  the  drefs 
or  looks  of  his  dornellics.  This  he  might  fafcly 
do  ;  becaufe  every  thing  about  him  was  magnificent, 
regular,  and  polite.  I  anfwered,  that  his  Excel- 
lency's prudence,  quality,  and  fortune,  had  ex- 
empted him  from  thefe  defects,  which  folly  and 
beggary  had  produced  in  others.  He  laid,  if  I 
would  go  with  him  to  his  country- houfe  about 
twenty  miles  diftant,  where  his  efrate  lay,  there 
would  be  more  leifure  for  this  kind  of  converfation. 
I  told  hi?  Excellency,  that  I  was  intirely  at  his  dif- 
pofal  j  and  accordingly  we  let  out  next  morning. 

During  our  journey  he  made  me  obierve  the  fe» 
veral  methods  ufed  by  farmers  in  managing  theirj 
lands;  which  to   me  were  wholly  unaccountable ;j 
for  except  in  fome  very  few  places,  I  could  not  dii'«l 
cover  one  ear  of  corn,  or  blade  of  grafs.     But  inty 
three  hours  travelling,   the  fcene  was  wholly  alter 
ed ;  we  came  into  a  moil  beautiful  country  ;  farm* 
ers  houfes  at  fmall  dittances  neatly  built,  the  fields, 
inclofed,  containing  vineyards,  corn-grounds,  and 
meadows.     Neither  do  I  remember  to  have  feen  a 
more  delightful  proipedl.     His  Excellency  obferv- 
ed irsy  countenance  to  clear  up;   he  told  me  with  a 
iigh,   that  there  his  eftate  began,  and  would  conti- 
nue the  fame,  till  we  ihould    come   to   his  houfe. 
That  his  countrymen  ridiculed  and  defpifccl  him  for 
managing  his  affairs  no  better,  and  for  fetting  fo  ill 

an 
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n  example  to  the  kingdom,  which  however  was 
allowed  by  very  few,  fuch  as  were  old,  and  wil- 
al,  and  weak  like  himfelf. 

We  came  at  length  to  the  houfe,  which  was  in- 
jeed  a  noble  ftructure,  built  according  to  the  beft 
les  of  ancient  architecture.  The  fountains,  gar- 
ns,  walks*  avenues,  and  groves,  were  all  difpof- 
with  exact  judgement  and  tafte.  1  gave  due 
aifes  to  every  thing  I  faw,  whereof  his  Excellen- 
took  not  the  leaft  notice  till  after  fupper;  when, 
ere  being  no  third  companion,  he  told  me  with 
very  melancholy  air,  that  he  doubted  he  mud 
row  down  his  houfes  in  town  and  country  to  re- 
ild  them  after  the  prefent  mode,  deftroy  all  his 
antations,  and  caft  others  into  fuch  a  form  as 
odern  ufage  required,  and  give  the  fame  directions 
all  his  tenants,  unlefs  he  would  fubmit  to  incur 
e  cenfure  of  pride,  iingularity,  afF.  ctation,  igno- 
nce,  caprice,  and  perhaps  increafe  his  Mnjefty's 
"plea  fu  re. 

That  the  admiration  1  appeared  to  be  under, 
uld  ceaie  or  diminifh,  when  he  had  informed 
of  fome  particulars,  which  probably  I  never 
ard  of  at  court,  the  people  there  being  too  much 
en  up  in  their  own  (peculations  to  have  regard 
what  pallid  here  below. 

The  fum  of  his  difcourfe  was  to  this  effect:  that 
out   forty  years    ago  certain   perfons  went  up  to 
puta,  either  upon  buiinefs  ordiverfion,  and  after 
:e  months  continuance  came   back  with  a  very 
fmattering  in  mathematics,   but  full  of  volatile 
riis  acquired  in  that  airy  region.  That  thefe  per- 
s  upon  their  return  began  to  diilike  the  manage  - 
nt  of  every  thing  below,  and  fell  into  fchemes  of 
tting   all  arts,  fciences,  languages,  and  mecha- 
s  upon  a  new  foot.     To  this  end  they  procured 
oyal  patent  for  erecting  an  academy  or"  projectors 
Lagado ;  and  the  humour  prevailed  fo  ftrongly 
mong  the  people,  that  there  is  not  a  town  of  any 
;VoL.  V.  K  confequence 
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confequence  in  the  kingdom  without  fuch  an  ac 
demy.      In    thefe   colleges  the   profeilbrs   contrr 
new  rules  and  methods  ot  agriculture  and  buildin1 
and  new  instruments  and  too's  for  all  trades   ar 
manufactures,    whereby,    as   they  undertake,    01 
man    mail  do   the  work   of  ten,   a   palace   may  i 
•built  in  a  week,  of  materials  fb  durable,  as  to  la 
for  ever  without  repairing.     All  the  fruits  of  il' 
earth  mall  come  to  maturity  at  whatever  feafon  v 
think  fit  r.j   chufe,  and   increafe   an   hundred-fa  I 
more  than  they  do   at   prefent;    with    innumeratl 
other   happy  propofals.     The   only   inconvenient! 
is,   that  none  of  thefe   projects  are  yet  brought, 
perfection,  and  in  the  mean  time   the  whole  cou  j 
try  lies    miferabiy  wafle,  the   houfes   in  ruins, 
•the  people  without  food  or  cloaths.    .By  all  whic 
inflead  of  being   difcouraged,   they   are  fifty  tim 
more  violently  bent  upon  profecming  their  fcheiru 
driven  equally  on  by  hope  and  defpair ;  that  as  f 
himfelf,   being  not  of  an  enterprifing  i'pirit,  he  w 
.content  to  go  on  in    the   old   form?,   to  live   in  t 
houfes  his  anceftors  had  built,  and  act  as   they  c 
in   every  part   of  life  without   innovation.     Tb 
ibme  few  other  perfons  of  quality  and  gentry  h. 
done  the  fame,  but  were  looked  on  with  an  eye 
contempt  and  ill-will,  as  enemies  to  art,  ignorar1] 
and  ill  commonwealths-men,  preferring  their  ov 
eafe  and  (loth  before   the  general  improvement  < 
their  country. 

His  Lord  mip  added,  that  he  would  not  by  at 
further  particulars  prevent  the  pleafure  I  ihou 
certainly  take  in  viewing  the  grand  academy,  wl: 
ther  he  was  refolved  I  mould  go.  He  only  defin 
me  to  obferve  a  ruined  building  upon  the  iide  of 
mountain  about  three  miles  diftant,  of  which  1 
gave  me  this  account :  that  he  had  a  very  conven 
cnt  mill  within  half  a  mile  of  his  houfe,  turned  1 
a  current  from  a  large  river,  and  fufficient  for  h 
own  family,  as  well  as  a  great  number  of  his  t 

nant 
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tints.    That  about  feven  years  ago,  a  club  of  thefe 
.clors  came  to  him  with  propofals  to  deftroy 
lis  mill,  and   build   another  on  the   ficlc   of  thac 
soun:;iin,   on  the  long  ridge  whereof  a  long  canal 
jiuVbe  cut  for  a  repoiitory  of  water  to  be  convey- 
up  oy  pipes  and  engines   to  fupply  the  mill,   be- 
the  wind  and  air  upon   a  height  agitated  the 
ter,  and  thereby  made  it  fitter  for  motion  :   an-cl 
aufe  the  water  defcending  down  a  declivity  would 
n  the  mill  with  half  the  current  of  a  river,  whole 
urfe  is  more  upon   a  level.     He  faid,  that  being 
-n  not  very  well  with  the  court,  and  prefled  by 
my  of  his  friends,  he  complied  with  the  propofal; 
d,    afcer   employing   an   hundred   men   for   two 
irs  the  work  milcarried,  the  projectors  went  off, 
ing  the  blame  entirely  upon  him,  railing  at  him 
*r  fmce,  and  putting  others  upon  the  fame  expe- 
icnt  with  equal  afTurance  of  fuccefs,  as  well  as 
al  difappointment. 

n  a  few  days  we  came  back  to  town,  and  his  ex- 
lency,  considering  the  bad  character  he  had  in 
academy,  would  not  go  with  me  himielf,  but 
r;ornmended  me  to  a  friend  of  his  to  bear  me  com- 
pny  thither.  My  lord  was  pleafed  to  reprefent  me 
I  a  great  admirer  of  projecls,  and  a  perfon  of 
nich  cufioiity,  and  eafy  belief:  which  indeed  was 
•t  without  truth  ;  for  1  had  myfelf -been  a  fort  oir 
in  my  younger  days, 


K  ^  C  H  A  P. 
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The  author  permitted  to  fee  the  grand  academy  cf  La 
gado.  The  academy  largely  defer ibed.  The  art 
•wherein  the  prof  effort  employ  them/ehes  *• 

r~  |  ^HIS  academy  is  not  an  entire  fmgle  building 
JL     but  a  continuation  of  fcveral  houfes  on  botl 
fides   of  a  ftreet,  which   growing  wafte3  was  pur 
chafed  and  applied  to  that  ufe. 

*  Ho-.vever  wild  the  ikfcription  of  the  flying  ifland,  and  the  mar 
cers  and  various  pro}i_£ls  cf  the  philofophers  of  Lagado,  may  appeal 
yet  it  is  a  teal  picture  embeiiifhed  with  rruch  latent  wit  and  humou: 
It  is  a  fatire.  upon  thofe  aftronomers  and  mathematicians  who  ha^ 
fo    entirely   dedicated    their   time    to    the    planets,    that    they    hai ; 
been   carelefs  of  their  family  and  country,    and  have  been  chiefi 
anxious    abcfit    the    oeconomy    and   welfare    of    the    upper   wcrld 
Biitif  we  confidei  Swift's  romance  in  aferious  light,  we  li.all  find  hii 
of  opinion,  that  thofe  determinations  in  philofophy,  which  at  pr< 
fent  feem  to  the  mofl  knowing  men  to  be  perfectly  well  founded  an 
Wnderftood,  are  in  reality  vinfculed,  or  uncertain,   and  may  perhap; 
fume  ages  hence,  be  as  much  decried  as  the  axioms  of  Ariflotle  ai 
at  this  cay.     Sir  Ifaac  Newton  and  his  notions  may  hereafter  be  01 
of  fafhion.     There  is  a  kind  of  mode  in  philofophy,  as  we1,!  as  i  I 
other  things  :  ard  fuch  modes  often  change   more  from  the  hurrioi:  I 
and  c-'pricf;  of  men,  than   either  from   the  unreafonable,   or  the  ill  ] 
founded  conclufjons  of  the  philofophy  itfelf.    The  reafonings  of  fom  ] 
phi'cfcp'uer?  hv.e  undoubtedly  better  foundation  than  thofe  of  others  r 
but  1  p.m  of  opiniou,   (and  Swift  feems  to  be  in  the  fame  way  c 
thinking,)  that  the  moft  applauded   philofophy,  hitherto  extant,  h; 
r.ot  fully,  clearly,   and  certainly  explained   many  difficulties  in  th 
phenomena  cf  natu.e.      I  am  induced  to  believe,  that  God  may  hav 
absolutely  denied  us  the  perfc<fl  knowledge  of  many  points  in  philo 
fophy,  fo  ih.it  we  Hisll  never  arrive  at  that  perfection,  however  cer 
<tain  we  may  fuppofe  cr.rftlves  of  having  attained  to  it  already.    Upo 
the  whole,  we  may  fay  with  Tully,  Omni  bus  fere  in  nbus,  et  maxime  i  I 
plyfici;,  quid  xcnfy  cittmquaiK  quid jic,  dixtnm.     Orrery. 

This  note  in  general  feems  to  be  a  teflimony  of  his  Lordfhip's  ap 
probation,   but  it  is  r.ot  eafy  lo  diftover  what  in  particular  is  rr.ean 
by  the  w&rd  real,  fince  every  picture  is  a  real  piclnre,  whesher  it  b1 
copied  from  nuture  or  fancy  ;   and  indeed  it  is  equally  difficult  to  con 
ceive  now  a  picture  of  any  kind  can  be  embellished  with  that  whictj 
is  hidden. 

I  was 
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I  was  received  very  kindly  by  the  v/arden,  and 
Vent  for  many  clays  to  the  acadtmy.  Every  room 
rath  in  it  one  or  more  projectors  ;  nnd  I  believe  I 
ou!d  not  be  in  fewer  than  five  hundred  rooms. 

The  firft  mm  I  raw  was  of  a  meagre  afpcct,  with 
footy  hands  and  face,  his  hair  and  beard  long,  rag* 
ed  and  finged  in  fcveral  places.  His  cloaths,  fhirr, 
nd  fkiri,  were  all  of  the  lame  colour.  He  had  been, 
gin  years  upon  a  project  for  extracting  iun-beams 
ut  of  cucumbers,  which  were  to  be  put  into  vials 
crmctically  feaJed,  and  let  out  to  warm  the  air  in 
i\v  inclement  fummers.  He  tuld  me,  he  did  noc 
oubr,  that,  in  euht  years  more,  he  fhoukl  be  able 
flip  ply  the  governor's  gardens  with  fun-ihine 
a  rtafor.able  rate  ;  but  he  complained  that  his 
ock  was  low.  and  intreated  me  to  give  him  fome- 
\ing  as  an  encouragement  to  ingenuity,  efpecially 
nee  this* had  been  a  very  dear  feafon  for  cucum- 
rs.  I  made  him  a  fmall  prefent,  for  my  lord  had 
rnifhed  me  wiih  money  on  purpofe,  becaufe  he 
ew  their  practice  of  begging  from  all  who  go  to 

them. 

I  went  into   another  chamber,  but  was  ready  to 
ften  bick.  being  almoft  overcome  wirh  a  horrible 
nk.  My  conductor  preilcd  me  forward,  conjuring 
e  in   a  wnifper  to  give  no  offence,   which  would 
highly  refemed,   and  therefore  I   durft   not  fo 
uch  as  ftop  my  nofe.     The  projector  of  this  cell 
s  the  moft  ancient  ftudent  of  the  academy  ;  his 
:e  and    beard  were  of  a   pale  yellow  :   his  hands 
d  cloaths  dawbed  over  with  filth.     When  I  was 
ented  to  him  he  gave  me  a  clofe  embrace,   (<t 
pliment  I  could  well  have  excufed)      HFS  em- 
'yment  from  his   firft  coming  into  the  academy' 
s  an  operation  to  reduce  human  excren  €  u  to  its 
iginal    food,   by  feparating   the  feveral  parts,  re- 
ving  the  tindlure  which  it  receives  from  the  gatfc, ; 
iking  the   odour  exhale,  and  fcumrning   off  the 
va.     He  had  a  weekly  allowance  from  the  fa- 

K  3  ckr.y; 
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ciety  of  a  veflel  filled  with  human  ordure  about  the 
bignefs  of  a  Briftol  barrel. 

I  faw  another  at  work  to  calcine  ice  into  gun- 
powder, who  likewife  (hewed  me  a  treatife  he  had 
written  concerning  the  malleability  of  fire,  which 
he  intended  to  publiih. 

There  was  a  moft  ingenious  architect,  who  had 
contrived  a  new  method  for  building  houfes  by  be- 
ginning at  the  roof,  and  working  downwards  to  th< 
foundation,  which  he  juftified  to  me  by  the  lik< 
practice  of  thofe  two  prudent  infects  the  bee  and  tin 
fpider. 

There  was  a  man  born  b'ind,  who  had  fevera 
apprentices  in  hi<  own  condition  :  their  employmen 
was  to  mix  colours  for  painters,  which  their  mai 
ter  taught  them  to  diftinguim  by  feeling  and  fmel 
ling,  it  was  indeed  my  misfortune  to  find  them  a 
that  time  not  very  perfect  in  their  lefTons,  and  th 
profeflbr  himfelf  happened  to  be  generally  miftaker 
This  artift  is  much  encouraged  and  efteemed  by  th 
whole  fraternity. 

In  another  apartment  I  was  highly  pleafed  with 
projector,  who  had  found  a  device  of  plowing  tb 
ground  with  hogs,  to  fave  the  charges  of  plough: 
cattle,  and  labour.  The  method  is  this  :  In  a 
acre  of  ground  you  bury  at  fix  inches  diftance  an 
eight  deep,  a  quantity  of  acorns,  dates,  chefnut: 
and  other  mafte  or  vegetables,  whereof  thefe  an 
mals  are  fondeft  :  then  you  drive  fix  hundred  c 
more  of  them  into  the  field,  where  in  a  few  da; 
they  will  root  up  the  whole  ground  in  fearch  ( 
their  food,  and  make  it  fit  for  fowing,  at  the  fan 
lime  manuring  it  with  their  dung  ;  it  is  true,  upo 
experiment  they  found  the  charge  and  trouble  vei 
great,  u  d  they  had  little  or  no  crop.  However, 
is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  this  invention  may  t 
capable  of  great  improvement. 

I  went  into  another  room,  where  the  walls  an 
cieling  were  all  hung  round  with  cobwebs,  excej 

a  narro 
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a  narrow  paffage  for  the  artift  to  go  in  and  out.  At 

my  entrance  he    called  aloud  to  me  not  to  difturb 

his  webs.     He  lamented  the  fatal  miftake  the  world 

had  been  fo  long  in  of  uiing  filk-worms,  while  we 

ihad  fuch  plenty  of  domeftic  in  feds,  who  infinitely 

excelled  the  former,  becaufe  they  underftood  how 

td  weave  as  well  as  fpin.   And  he  propofed  farther, 

that,   by  employing   fpiders,  the   charge  of  dying 

.filks  fhould  be  wholly  faved ;   whereof  I  was  fully 

; convinced,  when  he  ihewed  me  a  vaft  number  of 

flies  moft   beautifully  coloured,  wherewith  he  fed 

[his  fpiders,  alluring  us,  that  the  webs  would  take 

la  tincture  from  them  ;  and,   as  he  had  them  of  all 

(hues,  he  hoped  to  fit  every  body's  fancy,  as  foon 

as  he  could  find  proper  food  for  the  flies,  of  cer- 

Itain  gums,  oils,  and  other  glutinous  matter,  to  give 

1  a  ftrength  and  confidence  to  the  threads. 

There  was  an  aftronomer,  who  had  undertaken 
:  to  place  a  fun-dial  upon  the  great  weather-cock  on 
i  the  town  houfe,  by  adjufting  the  annual  and  diur- 
i  nal  motions  of  the  earth  and  fun,  fo  as  to  anfwer 
and  coincide  with  all  accidental  turnings  of  the 
i  wind. 

"  I  was  complaining  of  a  fmall  fit  of  the  cholic, 
upon   which   my  conductor  led  me   into  a  room 
where   a   great  phyfician  refided,  who  was  famous 
,  for  curing  that  difeafe  by  contrary  operations  from 
,  the  fame  inftrument.     He  had  a  large  pair  of  bel- 
i  lows  with  a  long  flender  muzzle  of  ivory  :  this  he 
i  conveyed  eight  inches  up  the  anus,  and,  drawing  in 
,  the  wind,  he  affirmed,  he  could  make  the  guts  as 
!  lank  as  a  dried  bladder.     But  when  the  difeafe  was 
i  more   ftubborn  and  violent,  he  let  in  the  muzzle 
I  while  the  bellows  were  full  of  wind,  which  he  dif- 
charged   into  the  body  of  the  patient  ;  then  with- 
drew the   inftrument   to   replenish  it,  clapping   his 
thumb  ftrongly  againft    the   orifice   of  the  funda- 
ment ;  and,  this  being  repeated  three  or  four  times, 
the  adventitious  wind  would  rulh  out,  bringing  the 

noxious 
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noxious  along  wkh  it,  (like  water  put  into  a  pump,) 
and  the  patient  recover.  I  faw  hini  try  both  expe- 
riments upon  a  dog,  but  could  not  difcern  any 
effect  from  the  former.  After  the  latter,  the  ani- 
mal was  ready  to  burft,  and  made  fo  violent  a  dif- 
charge,  as  was  very  offenfive  to  me  and  my  compa- 
nions. The  dog  died  on  the  fpot,  and  we  left  the 
doctor  endeavouring  to  recover  him  by  the  fame 
operation. 

I  viiited  many  other  apartments,  but  fhall  not- 
trouble  my  reader  with  all  the  curioiities  I  obferved, 
being  ftudious  of  brevity. 

I  had  hitherto  feen  only  one  fide  of  the  academy,- 
the  other  being  appropriated  to  the  advancers  o£ 
fpeculative  learning,  of  whom  I  fhall  fay  fomething 
when  I  have  mentioned  one  illuftrious  perfon  more, 
who  is  called  among  them  the  univerfal  artift.  He- 
told  us  he  had  been  thirty  years  employing  his- 
thoughts  for  the  improvement  of  human  life.  He 
had  two  large  rooms  full  of  wonderful  curiofitiesj 
and  fifty  men  at  work.  Some  were  condeniing  ail1 
into  a  dry  tangible  fubftanceby  extracting  the  nitre, 
and  letting  the  aqueous  or  fluid  particles  percolate  ?•>• 
others  fofrening  marble  for  pillows  and  pin-cu- 
ihions  ;  others  petrifying  the  hoofs  of  a  living 
horfe  to  preferve  them  from  foundering.  The  ar- 
tift himfelf  was  at  that  time  bufy  upon  two  great 
deligns  ;  the  firft,  to  fow  land  with  chaff,  wherein 
he  affirmed  the  true  feminal  virtue  to  be  contained, 
as  he  demonftrated  by  feveral  experiments,  which  I 
was  not  Ikilful  enough  to  comprehend.  The  other 
was,  by  a  certain  compofition  of  gums,  minerals, 
and  vegetables,  outwardly  applied  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  wool  upon  two  young  lambs  ;  and  he 
hoped  in  a  reafonable  time  to  propagate  the  breed 
of  naked  fheep  all  over  the  kingdom. 

We  crofTcd  a  walk  to  the  other  part  of  the  a-ci- 
Jemy,  where,  as  I  have  already  faid,  the  pi  ejectors  itt 
fpeculative  learning  refided. 
•    ~    -  The 
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The  firft  profefibr  I  faw  was  in  a  very  large  room 
with  forty  pupils  about  him.      After  falutation  ob- 
ferving  me   to   look  earneftly  upon  a  frame  which 
took  up  the  greateft   part  or"  both  the  length  and 
breadth    of  the    room,    he   faid  perhaps   I    might 
iwonder  to  fee  him  employed  in  a  project  for  impro- 
ving fpeculative  knowledge  by  practical  and  mecha- 
inical  operations.     But    the    world  would  f'oon  be 
ifenfible  of  its  ufefulnefs ;  and  he  flattered  himfelf, 
that  a  more  noble  exalted  thought  never  {prang  in 
any  other  man's  head.     Every  one  knew,  how  la- 
(borious  the  ufual  method  is  of  attaining  to  arts  and 
Ifciences  ;  whereas  by  his  contrivance,  the  moft  ig- 
norant perfon,  at   a  realonable  charge,  and  with  a 
little  bodily  labour,  might  write  books  in  philofo- 
'phy,  poetry,  politics,  law,  mathematics,  and   the- 
ology, without  the  leaft  affiftance  from  genius  or 
iftudy.     He  then  led  me   to   the  frame,  about  the 
(fides  whereof  all  his  pupils  ftood  in  ranks  :  It  was 
(twenty  feet  fquare,  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room. 
The   luperfioies  was    compofed  of  feveral  bits  of 
iwood  about  tta  bignefs  of  a  dye,  but  fome  larger 
.than  others.      They   were  all  linked  together  by 
({lender  wires.     Thefe  bits  of  wood  were  covered  on 
I  every  fquare  with   paper  pafted   on  them  ;  and  on 
thefe  papers   were  written  all   the  words   of  their 
jlanguage,  in   their  feveral  moods,   tenfes,  and  de- 
:clenfions;  but  without  any  order.     The  profefibr 
'then  defired  me  to  obferve  ;  for  he  was  going  to  fst 
'his  engine  at  work.     The  pupils  at  his  command 
Itook  each  of  them  hold  of  an  iron-handle,  whereof 
there    were   forty  fixed   round    the    edges    of  the 
1  frame  ;  andl  giving  them  a  fudden  turn,  the  whole 
idifpofition  of  the  words  was  intirely  changed.     He 
jthen  commanded  fix  and  thirty  of  the  lads  to  read 
jthe  feveral  lines  foftly,  as  they  appeared  upon  the 
jframe ;   and  where  thev  found  three  or  four  words 

tt 

together,  that  might  make  part  of  a  fentence,  they 
idi&ated  to  the   four  remaining  boys,    who  were 

fcribes, 
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fcribes.  This  work  was  repeated  three  or  four  times, 
and  at  every  turn,  the  engine  was  fo  contrived,  that 
the  words  Ihifred  into  n^w  places,  as  the  fquare  bits- 
of  wood  moved  upiide  down. 

Six  hours  a  day  the  young  fhidfnts  were  employ- 
ed in  this  Liibour,  and  the  prorclTor  fnewed  rae  fe- 
vestal  volume^  in  large  folio  already  collected  of 
broken  fcnt^nce-,  which  he  intended  to  piece  toge- 
ther, and  out  cf  thofe  rich  materials  to  give  the - 
world  a  compleat  body  of  all  arts  and  fciences  •  j 
which  however  might  be  ft  ill  improved  and  much 
expedited,  if  the  public  would  raile  a  <:und  for  ma- 
king and  employing  five  hundred  luch  frames  in 
Lagado,  and  oblige  the  managers  to  contribute  in 
common  their  feveral  collections. 

He  allured  me,  that  this  invention  had  employed* 
all  his  thoughts  from  his  youth  :  thnt  he  had  emp- 
tied the  whole  vocabulary  into  his  frame,  and  made 
the  frrifftelc  computation  of  the  general  proportion  - 
there  »b-  in  books  between-  the  numbers  of  particles, 
nouns,  and  verbs,  and  other  parts  of  fpeech  *. 

i  made  my  humbled  acknowledgment  to  this  il-» 
luftrious  perfon    for  his  great  communicativenefs  ;• 
and  promifed,   if  ever  I   had    the  good  fortune  to 
return  to  my  native  country,  that  I  would  do  him- 
juftice,  as  the  fole  inventor  of  this  wonderful  ma- 
chine i  the  form  and  contrivance  of  which  I  defired- 
leave  to  delineate  upon  paper,  as  in  the  figure  here 
annexed.     I  told  him,  although  it  were  the  cultom 
of  our  learned  in  Europe  to    ileal  invenrions  from 
each  other,  who  had  thereby  at  leaft  this  advantage,  : 
that  it  became   a  controverfy  which  was   the  right 

*  The  project  for  a  more  eafy  and  expeditions  method  of  writing  a  - 
treatife  in  any  fcience,  by  a  wooden  engine,  is  en"ert.iiningly  fatiri- 
cal,  and  is  aimed  at  thofe  authors  who,  in^eaj  of  ccceuing  mate-  . 
rials  from  their  own  thoughts  and  obfervations,  collect  from  didio- 
uaries  and  common  place  books,  an  irregular  variety,  whhout  order, 
uie,  ordefign  : 

"  Ut  nee  pes  ncc  caput  uni 

tf  Reddatur  form:«.  Orrery. 

owner ; 
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owner;  yet   I   would  take  fuch  cauMon,    that   he 
fhould  have  the  honour  entire  without  a  rival. 

We  next  went  to  the  fchool  of  languages,  where 
three  profeflbrs  fat  in  confutation  upon  improving 
that  of  their  own  country. 

The  firtt  pn-jecl:  was  to  fliorten  difcourfe  by  cut- 
ting polyfyllables  into  one,  and  leaving  out  verbs 
and  participles  ;  becaufe  in  reality  all  things  ima- 
ginable are  but  nouns  *. 

The  other  project  was  a  fcheme  for  entirely  abo- 
lifhing   all  words  whatfoever  ;  and   this  was  urged 
I  as   a  great  advantage  in  poinr.  of  health,  as  welt  as 
i  brevity.      For  it  is  plain,  that  every  word  we  fpcak, 
is  in  fome  degree  a  diminution  of  our  lungs  by  cor- 
rofion  ;    and  confequently  contributes  to  the  ihor- 
tening  of  our  lives.     An   expedient  was  therefore 
[offered,  that,  fince  words  are  only  names  for  things, 
it  would  be  more  convenient  for   all   men  to  carry 
I  about  them  fuch  things  as  were  neceffary  to  exprds 
the    particular  bufineis  they  are   to   difcourfe  on. 
And    this    invention    would    certainly   have    taken 
place,  to  the  great  eafe  as  well  as  health  of  the  fub- 
jecl,  if  the  women,  in  conjunction  with  the  vulgar 
i  and  illiterate,  had  not  threatened  to  raife  a  rebelli- 
on, tinlefs  they  might  be  allowed  the  liberty  to  ipeak 
with  their  tongues,  after  the  manner  of  their  fore- 
I  fathers  ;   fuch  conftant   irreconcileable   enemies  to 
licit  nee   are  the  common  people.     However,  many 
!of  the  molt  learned  and  wife   adhere   to   the   new 
feheme  of  expreiiing  themfelves  by  things,   which 
hath  only  this  inconvenience  attending  it,  that  if  a 
man's  bulinefs  be  very  great  and  of  various  kinds, 
he  muft  be  obliged  in  proportion  to  carry  a  greater 

*  This  project  is  pointed  at  the  pernicious  cuflom  of  contracting 
the  Engiiih  kngurge,  ti  e  dialed  of  which  is  naturally  harfh;  and 
that  haifhnefs  is  rtiii  irciea'cd  by  improper  contractions.  As  Swift 
was  Icrupulcufly  exact  in  the  pronunciation  of  his  own  tongue,  not 
the  leaft  improper  exprefiion  ovn-  tfcaped  his  cenfure.  And  I  remem- 
ber to  have  feen  in  manufcr-pt  a  d  tii.nary  of  hard  word?,  compo- 
•fe  i  by  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  lemale  icnate. '  Orrery. 

bundle 
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bundle  of  things  upon  his  back,  unlefs  he  can  af- 
ford one  or  two  ftrong  fervants  to  attend  him.  I 
have  often  beheld  two  of  thofe  fages  almoft  finking 
under  the  weight  of  their  packs,  like  pedlars  among 
us  ;  who,  when  they  met  in  the  ftreets,  would  lay 
down  their  loads,  open  their  facks,  and  hold  con- 
verfation  for  an  hour  together  ;  then  put  up  their 
implements,  help  each  other  to  refume  their  bur- 
thens, and  take  their  leave. 

But  for  fhort  converfations  a  man  may  carry  im- 
plements in  his  pockets  and  under  his  arms  enough 
to  fupply  him  ;  and  in  his  houfe  he  cannot  be  at  a 
lofs.  Therefore  the  room,  where  company  meet 
who  praclife  this  art,  is  full  of  all  things  ready  a-t 
hand,  requiiite  to  furnifh  matter  for  this  kind  of 
artificial  converfe. 

Another  great  advantage  propofed  by  this  inven- 
tion was,  that  it  would  ferve  as  an  univei  fal  lan- 
guage to  be  untferftood  in  all  civilized  nation?, 
\vhofe  goods  and  utenllls  are  generally  of  the  fame 
kind,  or  nearly  refembling,  fo  that  their  ufes  might 
eafily  be  comprehended.  And  thus  ambafTadors 
would  be  qualified  to  treat  with  foreign  princes,  or 
miniilers  of  ftate,  to  whofe  tongues  they  were  utter 
ftrangers. 

I  was  at  the  mathematical  fc-hool,  where  the  mn- 
fter  taught  his  pupils  after  a  method  icarce  imagi- 
nable to  us  in  Europe.  The  proportion  and  de-- 
monftration  were  fairly  written  on  a  thin  wafer, 
•with  ink  compofed  of  a  cephalic -tincture  This  the 
ftudent  was  to  fvvallowupon  a  farting  ftomach,  and 
for  three  diiy'<  following  eat  nothing  but  bread  jind 

water.    As  the  wafer  disrefted,  the  tincture 'mound 

u          » 

ed  to  his  brain,  bearing  the  proportion  along  'with 
it.  But  the  fuccefs  hath  not  hitheito  been  anfwer- 
able,  partly  by  fome  error  in  the  quantum  or  com- 
pofltion,  and  partly  by  the  perverienefs  of  lads ;  to 
whom  this  bolus  is  fo  naufeous,  that  they  generally 
fteal  afide  and  diicharge  it  upwards,  before  it  can 

operate ; 
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Dperue  ;  neither  have  they  been  yet  perfuaded  to 
jfe  ib  long  an  abfVuiencc  as  the  prescription  re- 
quires. 


•x-  •* 


CHAP.     VI. 

4  further  account  of  the  academy.  The  author  pro- 
pofcs  fome  improvements,  'which  are  honourably  re- 
ceived *. 

N  the  fchool  of  political  projectors  I  was  but  ill 
entertained  ;  the  prefefTbrs  appearing  in  my 
idgement  wholly  out  of  their  fenfes  ;  which  is  a 
:ene  that  never  fails  to  make  me  melancholy, 
"h:fe  unhappy  people  were  propofing  fchemes  for 
crfuading  monarchs  to  chufe  favourites  upon  the 
:ore  of  their  vvifdom,  capacity,  and  virtue;  of 

t  aching  minirlers  to  confult  the  public  good  ;  o£ 
Awarding  merit,  great  abilities,  and  eminent  fer- 
ces  :  of  inilructing  princes  to  know  their  true  in- 
reft,  by  placing  it  on  the  fame  foundation  with 
at  of  tli.ir  people  ;  of  chuilng  for  employments 
rfons  qualified  to  exercife  them  ;  with  many 
her  wild  impofiible  chimreras,  that  never  entered 
fore  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  ;  and 

*  This  chapter  is  full  of  feverity  and  fatire.  Sometimes  it  is  ex- 
ed  again  ft  the  Jecli.uUVw  power;  fom-Ltimes  at-ai;]n:  particular  po- 
,ciar,s  ;  fomeiiraes  againft  women:  and  Lmeiimes  it  cegcr-erates 
^  fiLh.  Tnu  hum  ur  <  ught  to  be  kept  up  with  decency  and  dig- 
y,  or  it  lo'.es  every  tircl'.ire  of  .entertainment.  Defcrip^ions  that 
tk  our  drlicacy,  cannot  have  the  Itaft  good  effect  upon  our 
ids.  They  ofltnc  us,  and  we  fly  precipitate!)  from  the  %hr.  V,"  • 
not  ftay  long  enough  to  ex;m:ne,  whether  \vit,  fenfe,  or  morality, 
y  be  C(  uclieJ  ur.d.r  ficli  odious  appearances.  I  amfoiryto  fay, 
t  thete  fort  of  defcripiions,  which  are  too  often  interfpe;kd 
ughout  all  Swift's  vvcrks,  are  feldom  written  with  any  other 
.-,  or  from  any  other  motive,  than  a  wild  unlr'.dle.l  indulgence 
is  own  hura-.ur  a.-.d  d  fticfjuon.  Orrery  * 

VOL.  V.  L  confirmed 
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confirmed  in  me  the  old  obfervation,  fhat  there  is 
nothing  fo  extravagant  and  irrational,  which  fcrru 
philofophers  have  not  maintained  -or  truth. 

But  however  I  (hall  ib  far  do  jtifuce  to  this  pan 
of  the  academy,  as  to  acknowledge  that  all  of  thenr 
were  not  fo  vifionary.  There  was  a  mo  ft  ingeniou: 
duclor,  who  feemed  to  be  perfectly  veritd'in  the 
whole  nature  and  fyftem  of  government.  This  il- 
luilrious  perfon  had  very  ufefuliy  employed  his  flu- 
die*  in  finding  cut  effectual  remedies  for  all  d'-feafe: 
and  corruptions,  to  which  the  ieveral  kinds  of  pu  ! 
blic  adminiftration  are  fubject  by  the  vices  or  in-, 
firmities  of  thofe  who  govern,  as  wc.il  as  by  the  li ' 
ccntioufnefs  of  thofe  who  are  to  obey.  For  inftance  ( 
whereas  all  writers  and  reafoners  have  agreed,  tlia  • 
there  is  a  Uriel:  univerfal  refemblance  between  th/, 
natural  and  the  political  body  ;  can  there  be  an: 
thing  more  evident,  than  that  the  health  of  bod 
muit  be  preferved,  and  the  difeafes  cured  by  th 
fame  prdcriptions  ?  It  is  allowed,  that  fenates  am 
great  councils  are  often  troubled  with  redundant 
ebullient,  end  other  peccant  humours;  with  man; 
difeafes  of  the  head,  and  more  of  the  heart  ;  will 
ftrong  comulfions,  with  grievous  contractions  o 
the  nerves  and  fmews  in  both  hands,  but  efpeciall; 
the  right ;  with  fpleen,  flatus,  vertigos,  and  deliri 
•urns;  with  fcrophulous  tumours  full  of  foetid  pu 
rulent  matter;  with  four  frothy  ruclations  ;  w;tl 
canine  appetites,  and  crudenefs  of  digeftion,  befide 
many  others  neediefs  to  mention.  This  dcclo 
therefore  propofed,  that,  upon  the  meeting  of 
fenate,  certain  phyficians  fhould  attend  at  the  thre 
firft  days  of  their  fitting,  and  at  the  clofe  of  eacl 
day's  debate  feel  the  pulfes  of  every  fenator  ;  afte 
which,  having  maturely  confidered  and  confulre< 
upon  the  nature  of  the  feveral  maladies  and  th 
methods  of  cure,  they  fhould  on  the  fourth  da; 
return  to  the  fenate-houfe,  attended  by  their  apo 
thecaries  ilorcd  with  proper  medicines;  and,  befor 
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he  numbers  fu,  adminifter  to  each  of  chem  leni- 
ives,  aperitives,  abilerfives,  corrolives,  reftrin- 
jents,  palliatives,  laxatives,  cephalalgics,  icb  .  rics, 
ipophlegmatics,  acoullics,  as  their  ieveral  cafes  rc- 
juired  ;  and,  according  as  thefe  medicines  ihould 
>pe\*ate,  repeat,  alter,  or  omit  them  at  the  next 
meeting. 

This  project  could  not  be  of  any  great  expence 
p  the  public  ;  and  might,  in  my  poor  opinion,  be 
>f  much  ufe  for  the  difpatch  of  buiinefs  in  thofe 
Countries,  where  fenates  have  any  {hare  in  the  le- 
gifladve  power  ;  beget  unanimity,  fhorten  debates, 
i>pen  a  few  mouths  which  are  nowclofed,  and  clofe 
jnany  more  which  are  now  open  ;  curb  the  petu- 
iancy  of  the  young,  and  correct  the  pofitivenefs  of 
he  old  ;  rouze  the  ftupid,  and  damp  the  pert. 

Again  ;  becaufe  it  is  a  general  complaint,  that 
ihe  favourites  of  princes  are  troubled  with  fhort 
Jind  weak  memories;  the  fame  doctor  propofed, 
jh.it  whoever  attended  a  firft  mini  ft  er,  after  having 
iold  his  bulinefs  with  the  utmoft  brevity  and  ia  the 
plainest  words,  iliould  at  his  departure  give  the  faid 
ininiiter  a  tweak  by  the  nofe,  or  a  kick  in  the  bel- 
ly, or  tread  on  his  corns,  or  lug  him  thrice  by 
toth  ears,  or  run  a  pin  into  his  breach,  or  pinch 
pis  arm  black  and  blue,  to  prevent  forgetfulnefs  : 
ind  at  every  levee  d-iy  repeat  the  fame  operation, 
111!  the  buiinefs  were  done  or  abfolutely  refufed. 

He  likewife  directed,  that  every  fenator  in  the 
;reat  council  of  a  nation,  after  he  had  delivered 
;iis  opinion,  and  argued  in  the  defence  of  it,  fhould 
i»e  obliged  to  give  his  vote  directly  contrary  ;  be- 
jaufe,  it  that  were  done,  the  refult  would  infallibly 
crminate  jn  the  good  of  the  public. 

When  parties  in  a  ftate  are  violent,  he  offer- 
d  a  wonderful  contrivance  to  reconcile  them.  The 
lethod  is  this  :  you  take  an  hundred  leaders  of 
ach  party  ;  you  difpofe  them  into  couples  of  fuch, 
'hole  heads  are  neareft  of  a  llze  ;  then  let  two  nice 

L  2  operators 
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operators  faw  off  the  occiput  of  each  couple  at  the 
fame  time  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  brain  may  be 
equally  divided:  Let  the  occiputs  thus  cut  off  be  in-, 
terchanged,  applying  each  to  the  head  of  his  oppo- 
iite  party-man.  It  Teems  indeed  co  be  a  work  that 
requireth  fome  exaclnefs,  but  the  profeiTur  allured 
us.  that,  if  it  were  dextroufly  performed,  the  cure 
would  be  infallible.  For  he  argued  thus ;  that  the 
two  half  brains,  being  left  to  debate  the  matter  be- 
tween themfcives  within  the  ipace  of  one  ikull, 
would  foon  come  to  a  good  understanding,  and 
produce  that  moderation,  as  well  as  regularity  oi 
thinking,  fo  much  to  be  wifhed  for  in  the  heads  oi 
thofe,  who  imagine  they  come  into  the  world  only 
to  watch  and  govern  its  motion  :  and,  as  to  the 
difference  of  brains  in  quantity  or  quality,  among 
thofe  who  are  directors  in  faction,  tne  doctor  af- 
lured  us  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  it  was  a 
perfect  trifle. 

I  heard  a  very  warm  debate  between  two  profel- 
fors,  about  the  moft  commodious  and  effeclua1 
ways  and  means  of  raiting  money  without  grieving 
the  fubject.  The  firft  affirmed,  the  jufteft  method 
would  be  to  lay  a  certain  tax  upon  vices  and  folly ; 
and  the  fum,  fixed  upon  every  man,  to  be  rated 
after  the  faireft  manner  by  a  jury  of  his  neighbours, 
The  fecond  was  of  an  opinion  directly  contrary ; 
to  tax  thofe  qualities  of  body  and  mind,  for  which 
men  chit  fly  value  themfelves !  the  rate  to  be  more 
or  lefs  according  to  the  degrees  of  excelling  ;  the 
decifion  whereof  fhould  be  left  entirely  to  their  own 
breaft.  The  higher!  tax  was  upon  men,  who  are  | 
the  greateft  favourites  of  the  other  fex,  and  the 
afleflmcnts  according  to  the  number  and  natures  of 
the  favours  they  have  received  ;  for  which  they  are, 
allowed  to  be  their  own  vouchers.  Wit,  valour, 
and  politenefs,  were  likewife  propofed  to  be  large- 
ly taxed,  and  collected  in  the  lame  manner,  by 
every  perfon's  giving  his  own  word  for  the  quantum 

CX 


Chap.  VI.  A  VOYAGE  TO  LAPUTA,  &c.     125 

of  what  he  pc'-fil-ifed.  But  as  to  honour,  juflice, 
wifdom,  and  learning,  they  fhould  not  be  taxed  at 
all  ;  beciule  they  are  qualifications  of  fo  iingular  a 
kind,  that  no  man  will  either  allow  them  in  his 
neighbour,  or  value  them  in  himfelf. 

The  women  were  propofed  to  be  taxed  according 

ito  their  beaury  and  fkill  in   drefling ;  wherein  they 

ihad  the  fame  privilege  with  the  men,   to   be  deter- 

: mined   by  their   own  judgement.     But  conftancy, 

ichaftity,  good   ienfe,  and   good   nature,   were  not 

rated,  becaufe   they  would  not   bear  the  charge  of 

collecting. 

To  keep  fenators  in  the  intereft  of  the  crown,  it 
was  propofed,  that  the  members  fliould  raffle  for 
[employments  ;  every  man  fir  it  taking  an  oath,  and 
inivins  fecuritv,  that  he  would  vote  for  the  court, 

D  * 

I  whether  he  won  or  no  ;  after  which  the  Ipfers  had 

jin  their  turn  the  liberty  of  raffling  upon  the   nexc 

vacancy.     Thus   hope   and   expectation  would  be 

kept  alive  ;  none  would    complain  of  broken  pro- 

inifes,   but    impute   their  difappointments  wholly  to 

[fortune,  whole  fhoulders  are  broader  and  Wronger 

than  thofe  of  a  rniniftry. 

Another  profcfTor  {hewed   me   a   large  pn.per  of 

inftrucYions  for  difcovering    plots   and  conspiracies 

ag.tmft  the  government.     He   advifed  great  ilatef-- 

men  to  examine  into  the  diet  of  all  fufpected  per- 

fons  *,   their  times  of  eating  ;  upon  which  iide  they 

lay  in  bed  ;    with  which  hand  they  wiped  their  po- 

({tenors  ;   to  take  a  ftrict  view  of  their  excrements, 

and,   from   the   colour,  the   odour,    the   tafre,   the 

.confidence,  the  crudenefs,  or  maturity  of  digeftion,. 

;  form  a  judgement  of  their  thoughts   and   deilgns. 

i  Becauie  men  are  never  fo  ferious,   thoughtful,   and 

intent,    L,  wru-n  they  are   at  ftool,   which  he  found 

by  frequent  experiment:   for  in  fuch  conjunctures,. 

i  when   he  ui-d  merely   as  a   trial  to  coniider  which 

I  was  the  beft  way  of  murdering  the  king,  his  ordure 

>  would  have  a  tincture  of  green  j  but  quite  different, 

L  3 
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when  he  thought  only  of  railing  an  infurrec~tion,  or 
burning  the  metropolis. 

The  whole  difcourfe  was  written  with  great 
acutenefs,  containing  many  obfervations  both  cu- 
rious and  ufeful  for  politicians  ;  but,  as  I  concei- 
ved, not  altogether  compleat.  This  I  ventured  to 
tell  the  author,  and  offered  if  he  pleafed  to  fupply 
him  with  (ome  additions.  He  received  my  propo- 
fition  with  more  compliance,  than  is  ufual  among 
writers,  efpecially  thole  of  the  projecting  fpecies  ; 
profeffing  he  would  be  glad  to  receive  farther  in- 
formation. 

I  told  him,  that  in  the  kingdom  of  Tribnia,  by 
the  natives  called  Langdon,  where  I  had  foj-jurnecf 
ibme  time  in  my  travels,  the  bulk  of  the  people 
conflft  in  a  manner  wholly  of  difcoverers,  witnefles, 
informers,  accufers,  profecutors,  evidences,  fwear- 
ers,  together  with  their  feveral  fubfervient  and  fub- 

*  O 

altern  inftruments,  all  under  the  colours,  the  con- 
duel,  and  pay  of  ministers  of  ftate  and  their  depu- 
ties. The  plots  in  that  kingdom  are  ufually  the 
workman fhip  of  thofe  perfons  who  defire  to  raife 
their  own  characters  of  profound  politicians  ;  to 
reftcre  new  vigour  to  a  crazy  adminiftration  ;  to 
ilifle  or  divert  general  difcontents  ;  to  fill  their 
coffers  with  forfeitures  ;  and  raife  or  fink  the  opi- 
nion of  public  credit,  as  either  (hall  beft  anfvver 
their  private  advantage.  It  is  firft  agreed,  and  fet- 
tled among  them,  what  fufpecled  perfons  fhall  be 
accufed  of  a  plot :  then,  effectual  care  is  taken  to 
fecure  all  their  letters  and  papers,  and  put  the  own- 
ers in  chains.  Thefe  papers  are  delivered  to  a  fee 
of  artifh,  very  dexterous  in  rinding  out  the  myfte- 
rious  meanings  of  words,  fyllables,  and  letters  ;  for 
inftance,  they  can  difcover  a  clofe-ftool  to  iignifya 
privy- council  ;  a  flock  of  geefe,  a  fenate  ;  a  lame 
dog  *,  an  invader  ;  the  plague,  a  (landing  army ; 

*  See  the  proceedings  againft  Dr.  Atterbury,  Bifhop  of  Roche iler. 
S. ate- Trials,  vol.  \i. 

a  buzzard, 
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buzzard,  a  prime  minifter  ;  the  gout,  a  high 
Irielt  ;  a  gibbet,  a  fecretary  of  (late  ;  a  chamber- 
'ot,  a  committee  of  grandees ;  a  fieve,  a  court- 
uly ;  a  broom,  a  revolution;  a  moufe-trap,  an 
mployment ;  a  bottomlefs  pit,  a  treafury  ;  a  link, 

court ;  a  cap  and  bells,  a  favourite  ;  a  broken, 
Ked,  a  court  of  juftice  ;  an  empty  tun,  a  general  ; 
running  fore,  the  adminiftration. 

When  this  method  fails,  they  have  two  others 
kore  effectual,  which  the  learned  among  them  call 
\croftics  and  amgrtms.  Firft,  they  can  decypher 
;!1  initial  letters  into  political  meanings.  Thus,  JV 
hall  fi^nify  a  plot,  B,  a  regiment  of  horfe,  L,  a 
eet  at  fea  :  or,  Secondly,  by  tranfpoiing  the  let- 
Lrs  of  the  alphabet  in  any  fufpecte-d  paper,  they 
Jin  lay  open  the  deeptft  deilgns  of  a  difcontented 
[arty.  So  for  example,  if  I  iliould  fay  in  a  letter 
p  a  friend,  Our  brother  Tom  b.is  jujl  got  the  piles,  a 
tdlful  decypherer  would  difcover,  that  the  fame 
fetters,  which  compofe  that  fentence,  may  be  ana- 
k^fed  into  the  following  words,  Refift^ a  plot 

\J  fc/    V  J. 

K  brought  home The  Tour.  And  this  is  the  ana- 

rrammatic  method. 

The  profeiTor  made  me  great  acknowledgements 
ior  communicating  thefe  obfervations,  and  promi- 
ed  to  make  honourable  mention  of  me  in  his  trea- 
ife. 

I  faw  nothing  in  this  country,  that  could  invite 
•  ie  to  a  longer  continuance,  and  began  to  think  of 
lemming  home  to  England, 


CHAP 
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.      CHAP.    VIL 

The  author  leaves  Lagado^  arrives  at  Maldonada.    A 
fbip  ready.    He  takes  a  fhort  voyage  to  Glubdubdril 
His  reception  by  the  governour  *. 


continent,  of  which  this  kingdom  is  a  part 
extends  itfelf,  as  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  eaft 
ward  to  that  unknown  tract  of  America  wefhvan 
of  California,  and  north  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  whicl 
is  not  above  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Laga 
do;  where  there  is  a  good  port,  and  much  com 
merce  with  the  great  ifland  of  Luggnagg,  iituatei 
to  the  north  weft  about  29  degrees  north  latitude 
and  140  longitude.  This  ifland  of  Luggnagg  ftand 
foutji-eafhvard  of  Japan,  about  an  hundred  league 
difhint.  There  is  a  ftrict  alliance  between  the  Ja 
panefe  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Luggnagg,  whicl 
affords  frequent  opportunities  of  fail  ing  from  on 
ifland  to  the  other.  I  determined  therefore  to  di 
rect  my  courfe  this  way,  in  order  to  my  return  t< 
Europe.  I  hired  two  mules,  with  a  guide,  to  fliev 
me  the  way,  and  carry  my  fmall  baggage.  I  tool 
leave  of  my  noble  protector,  who  had  fliewn  me  f 

*  Gulliver  feems  to  have  finiflied  his  voyage  to  Lnpufa  in  a  carelef 
hurrying  manner;  which  makes  me  almoft  think,  that  fumetime 
he  was  ti-ed  with  his  work,  and  attempted  to  run  through  ;t  ;s  faf 
as  he  could,  otherwife  why  was  the  curtain  dropt  fo  feon,  or  \vhj 
were  we  deprived  of  fo  noble  a  fcene  as  might  have  been  difroverec 
in  the  iiland  of  Glubdubdrib,  where  ihe  governour,  by  h>s  fki  i  ir 
necromancy,  had  the  power  of  calling  whom  he  pleafed  from  tb«; 
deid.  I  h^vc  not  time  by  this  p-  ft  to  write  to  you  my  th  ughts  up- 
On  a  fab;e£t,  wnich  I  confef  awakened,  but  by  no  means  iatisfud  m) 
curiiifi  y.  1  lamented  to  find  fj  many  illulh-ious  ghoils  vanifh  fc 
q-.iickly  ar:d  fo  -.liruptiy  Oom  my  fr.ht,  many  of  whom  were  of  the 
hr>vh'.cft  charaftc-rs  in  hiilory.  Tn  my  r,ex>  letter  I  fhall  endeavoUi 
to  d.-  ain  them  a  little  longer  ia  Leiceftcr  fields,  than  Swift  fullered 
them  to  ftay  in  the  ifland  of  Sorcerers,  Query. 

much 
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nuch   f  vour,  and  made  me  a  generous  prefent  at 
ny  departure. 

My  journey  was  without  any  accident  or  adven- 
ure  worth  relating.  AVhen  I  arrived  at  the  port 
>{:  Maldonada  (for  fo  it  is  called )  there  was  no  ihip 
n  the  harbour  bound  for  Luggnagg,  nor  like  to 
>e  in  fome  time,  The  town  is  about  as  large  as 
Portfmouth.  I  foon  fell  into  fome  acquaintance, 
Lnd  was  very  hofpitably  received.  A  gentleman  of 
litfinftion  faid  to  me,  that  fince  the  iLips  bcund 
"or  Luggnagg  could  not  be  ready  in  lc&  than  a 
nonth/it  might  be  no  difagreeable  amuiement  for 
ne  to  take  a  Trip  to  the  little  iiland  of  Glubbdub- 
Irib,  about  five  leagues  off  to  the  foutlvweit.  Hs 
bffered  himfelf  and  a  friend  to  accompany  me,  and 
hat  I  fhould  be  provided  with  a  fmall  convenient 
barque  for  the  voyage. 

Giubbdnbdrib,  as  nearly  as  I  can  interpret  the 
Ivord,  fignifies  the  ifland  of  Sorcerers  or  Magi- 
cians. It  is  about  one  third  as  large  as  the  Ifle  o£ 
Wight,  and  extremely  fruitful  :  h  is  governed  by 
[he  head  of  a  certain  tribe,  who  are  all  magicians. 
This  tribe  marries  only  among  each  other,  and  the 
tided  in  fucceiTion  is  prince  or  governor.  He  hath 
k  noble  palace,  and  a  park  of  about  three  thoufand 
(acres,  furrounded  by  a  wall  of  hewn  {tone  twenty- 
feet  high.  In  this  park  are  fevcral  fmall  inclofures 
ifor  ca'tle,  corn,  and  gardening. 

The  governor  and  his  family  are  ferved  and  at- 
tended by  domeftics  of  a  kind  fomewhat  unufual. 
By  his  (kill  in  necromancy,  he  hath  a  power  of  cal- 
ling whom  he  pleafeth  from  the  dead,  and  com- 
panding their  fervice  for  twenty- four  hours,  but 
!no  longer ;  nor  can  he  call  the  fame  perfons  up  a- 
gain  in  iefs  than  three  months}  except  upon  very 
[extraordinary  occafions. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  iiland,  which  was  about 
eleven  in  the  morning,  one  of  the  gentlemen,  who 

accompanied  me.   went  to  the  governor,  and  de- 

f     j 
lire  a 
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fired  admittance  for  a  ftranger,  who  came  on  pur- 
pofe  to  have  the  honour  of  attending  on  his  high- 
nefs.     This  was    irnmediatly    granted,  and  we  al 
three  entered  the  gate  of  the  palace,  between   twc 
rows  of  guards  armed  and   drefled  after  a  very  an- 
tic manner,   and   fomething  in  their   countenance; 
that  made  my  flefh  creep   with  a  horror  I   cannot 
exprefs.     We   paffed   through    feveral  apartments 
between  fervants  of   the  fame  fort  ranked  on   each 
fide,  as  before,  till  we  came  to  the  chamber  of  pre- 
fence,  where,  after  three  profound  obeyfances,  ancl 
a  few  general   questions,  we   were   permitted  to  fii 
on  three  ftools  near  the  loweft  ftep  of  his  highnefs's 
throne.     He  understood  the  language  of  Balnibar- 
bi,   although    it   were  different    from   that  of  this 
ifland.    He  defired  me  to  give  him  fome  account  ol 
my  travels  ;  and,  to  let  me  fee  that  I  fliould  be  treat- 
ed without   ceremony,   he   difmifled   all  his  atten- 
dants with  a  turn  of  his    finger  at    which,  to  my 
great   aftoniihment,    they  vanifhed  in  an  inifant, 
like  vifions  in  a  dream,  when   we  awake  on  a  fud- 
den.     I  could  not  recover  myfelf  in  fome  time,   till 
the  governor  aflured  me,  that  I  fhould    receive  no 
hurt ;   and  obferving  my  two  companions  to  be  un- 
der no  concern,  who  had  been  often  entertained  in 
the  fame  manner,   I  began  to  take  courage,  and  re- 
lated to  his  highnefs  a  fliort   hiftory  of  my  feveral 
adventures  :  yet  not  without  fome  hefitadon.   and 
frequently   looking  behind  me  to  the  place,  where 
I  had  feen  thofe  domeftic  fpectres.     I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  dine  with   the  governor,  where  a  new  fet 
of  ghofts  ferved  up  the  meat,   and  waited  at  table. 
I  now  obferved    mvfelf  to   be   lefs   terrified   than  I 

* 

had  been  in  the  morning.  I  ftayed  till  iiin-fet,  but 
humbly  defired  his  highnefs  to  excufe  me  for  not 
accepting  his  invitation  of  lodging  in  the  palace* 
My  two  friends  and  I  lay  at  a  private  houfe  in  the 
town  adjoining,  which  is  the  capital  of  this  little 
iijand  ;  and  the  next  morning  we  returned  to  pay 

our 
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ur  cluiy  to  the  governor,  as  he  was  pleafed  to 
ammand  us. 

Afrer  this  manner  we  continued  in  the  ifhnd  for 
:n  days,  moil  parr  or  every  day  with  the  governor, 
nd  at  night  in  our  lodging.  I  f'oon  grew  fo  fami- 
arifed  to  the  fight  of  fpirits,  that  after  the  third  or 
)urih  time  they  gave  me  no  emotion  at  all  :  or  if 
had  any  apprchenfions  left,  my  curioflty  prevailed 
ver  them.  For  his  highnefs  the  governor  order- 
j  me  to  call  up  whatever  perfons  I  would  chufe  to 
am?,  and  in  whatever  numbf.rs,  among  all  the 
ead,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  pre- 
•nt  time,  and  command  them  to  anfwer  any  que- 
ions  I  ihould  think  lit  to  afk  ;  with  this  conditi- 
ii,  that  my  questions  muft  be  confined  within  the 
jrnpif?  of  the  times  they  lived  in.  And  one  thing 

might  depend  upon,  that  they  would  certainly 
11  me  truth,  for  lying  was  a  talenf  of  no  uie  in 

e  lower  world.  I  made  my  humble  acknow- 
cigments  to  his  highnefs  for  fo  great  a  favour  *. 
Ve  were  in  a  chamber,  from  whence  there  was  a 
iir  profpccl:  in  the  park.  And,  becaufe  my  firfr. 
iclination  was  to  be  entertained  with  fcenes  of 
omp  and  magnificence,  I  dcfired  to  fee  Alexander 
le  Great  at  the  head  of  his  army,  juft  after  the 
attle  of  Arbela,  which,  upon  a  motion  of  the  go- 
vernor's finger,  immediately  appeared  in  a  large 
|i eld  under  the  window,  where  we  ftood.  Alex- 
Lnder  was  called  up  into  the  room  :  it  was  with 
jreat  difficulty  that  I  underftood  his  Greek,  and 

*  I  believe  it  would  be  impofiible  to  find  out  the  defign  of  Dr. 
,-vvitt,  in  lumrnoning,  up  a  parcel  of  apparitions,  that,  from  their 
jchav;(  ur,  or  from  ar.y  thing  ti^ey  fay.  are  almofl  of  as  little  confe- 
luep.ce  as  the  ghofjs  in  Gay's  farce  of  the  What  di  ye  call  if.  Per- 
Lpp.  Sv.  iiVs  general  dcfi^n  might  be  to  arraign  the  c  .ndu<fl  of  emi- 
Imt  psrlbns  after  their  death,  and  to  convt-y  thsir  names  and  ima- 
Irs  to  p  Tterity  d^p  Led  of  thofj  tails  c  -lours  in  whkh  they  for  me  r- 
).'  appeared.  If  ihefe  were  his  intenti.'/iiS,  he  has  miffed  his  aim  j 
r  at  leaft  has  been  fo  far  carried  awav  by  his  difp.firion  to  raillery, 
hat  the  moral  wi  ich  ought  to  arife  from  fuch  a  fable  JS  buiicd  in 
bi'curity.  Orrery. 

had 
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had  but  little  of  my  own.  He  allured  me  upon  hi: 
honour,  that  he  was  not  poifoned,  but  died  of  j 
fever  by  cxceffive  drinking  f . 

Next  I   faw    Hannibal    palling    the    Alps,    \vlic 

-f-  Th?  fi-ft  airy  fubftance  introduce]  is  Alexander  the  Great.  Af 
ter  a  hint  from  Gu'iiver,  that  we  have  loft  th:  tru-i  Greek  idiom 
the  conqueror  of  the  univerfe  is  made  TO  declare  upon  his  honour 
"  that  -he  died  by  cxceflive  drinking,  not  by  poifon."  A  trininj 
a:~d  an  improper  observation,  becaufe  the  apparition  is  called  up  as  h; 
acpearsd  at  the  head  of  his  array,  ju!t  after  the  battle  of  Arbeh.  1 
own  my  expectations  were  great,  when  I  found  his  appearance  \\a 
to  be  at  that  particular  iun<ftii:e.  Or  raiher  I  cuuld  have  \vifi;ed  tc 
have  fcen  him  after  the  battle  of  ISSUS,  when  the  temperate  iu 
which  he  made  of  his  victory,  was  highly  worthy  of  imitation. 
Such  a  circumfance  mieht  have  graced  his  triumph.  There  are  o. 
thers  too  in  the  hifturical  records  of  him,  that  redound  to  his  ho- 
nour. The  tender  regard  which  he  fhewel  to  Pindar,  by  f:  aring  the 
hcufe  of  that  poet,  when  he  razed  the  city  or  Thebe  ,  Teems  to  de- 
mand perpetual  graiitude  from  all  fucceeding  ban's.  The  rr.anr.ei 
in  which  he  vifjted  the  tomb  of  A',  hiiie?  j  thi  affecYion  and  refpefl 
paid  by  him  to  Ariilotle;  the  undaunted  confidence  pbced  in  his 
phyiician  Philip,  are  inftanccs  fufficient  to  {hew,  that  Alexander  did 
not  want  fome  virtues  of  humanity.  And  when  we  confiJer  feveral 
of  his  r?fh  atl'ons  of  inebriety,  they  convince  us  hn.v  lar  th.-  n.itive 
excellencies  of  the  mind  may  be  ckbafed  and  changed  by  paffions 
which  too  often  attend  fuccefs  and  luxury, 

Ut.  ur.que  Gtfecere  wore* 
Dedecorant  Icr.e  nata  culptf. 

It  is  evident,  that  Swift  haJ  conceived  an  abfolnte  di-f^;:^  to 
der,  vvhrfe  chara<flt  r  he  aims  to  deOrcy,  by  tcr,chirig  it  in  fo  fiight 
manner,  that  h--  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  viflt  paid  by  Augi.ihi?  C.e  ?.i 
to  Alexander's  fepulchre  at  Aicx  r.dria.  Upon  the  Emperor's  arri- 
va;,  the  body  of  the  Maced.-.nian  hero  was  found  in  its  iu'l  dimen- 
fions,  but  fo  tender,  not  /  iihfianding  all  the  former  embalming,  that 
Ciefar,  by  touching  only  the  nt'fe  of  ir,  defaced  the  whole^gure  irn- 
mediately.  Oric>-y 

In  this  pifTr.-e  ;h  re  is  a  peculiar  bcsuty,  though  it  is  not  difco-  i: 
vered  ut  an  ha  fry  view.  The  apr.irnrance  of  Alex.!.':der  with  a  vidto- 
rious  army  immediately  alter  the  bmle  of  Arbela,  produces  only  a 
declaration  that  he  ciied  by  drunki  rp.c's  •  thus  ir.ar.*-qu.-.te  and  ridicu- 
lous in  the  eye  of  reafon  is  the  ul.imate  purpofe  for  which  Alexander 
with  his  army  marched  in'o  a  remote  country,  fubveitcd  a  migh<y 
empire,  and  deluged  a  na'ion  with  blood  ;  he  gained  no  more  than 
an  epithet  to  his  name,  whit!,  a  ;  ;•  a  few  repetitions  w^.s  no  longer 
regarded  even  by  himfvlf  :  'lui?  tlie  purpofe  of  his  refurrtction  ao- 
p-.'-,vs  to  be  at  leaf'  fcually  important  with  that  of  his  life,  upjn 
which  il  is  a  fatire  no:  mjre  bitter  than  uift, 

told 


lhap.  VII.  A  VOYAGE  TO  LAPUTA,  &c.   133 

old  me,    he  hau    not   a   drop  of  vinegar  in   his 

amp  *. 

I  law  Crcfar  and  Pompey  at  the  head  of  their 
•oops  jurt  ready  to  engage.  I  Jaw  the  former  in 
is  laft  great  triumph.  I  defired,  that  the  fenate 
f  Rome  might  appear  before  me  in  one  large  cham- 
er,  and  a  modern  reprefentative  in  another.  The 
rft  leemed  to  be  an  afTembly  of  heroes  and  demi- 
ods,  the  other  a  knot  of  pedlars,  pick-pockets, 
ii: Daymen,  and  bullies. 

The  governor,  at  my  requeft,  gave  the  fign  for 
x\  ir  and  Brutus  to  advance  towards  us.  I  was 
ruck  with  a  profound  veneration  at  the  fight  of 

I*  Hannibal  feems  to  have  been  fummoucd  with  no  other  view 
lin  to  cenfure  Livy  the  hiitorian.  It  is  not  only  improbable,  but 
Ipoflible,  that  H-innib.il  fhouid  have  carried  a  futficient  quantity  of 
j.egar-for  t!  e  purpofj  rc-lattd  by  Livy  ;  but  as  vinegar  wili  certainly 
i'ten  and  difTolve  iiones,  the  experiment  might  have  been  improved 
cf-,  contrived  by  Hannibal,  as  ti>  appear  to  make  an  eafy  and  expc- 
Jious  opening  through  feme  particular  jjafiage  already  fitted  for  the 
rprfe.  Such  ?.  trial,  pratiifcd  in  that  sge  of  darknefs,  and  pro- 
ijly  managed,  might  have  been  unjverfuliy  icceived  as  a  kind  of 
Oracle  ;  ib  that  Livy  could  fcarce have  avoidei  inferring  the  report 
wan  acknowledged  truth  :  efpecially  as  the  fa<ft  itfelf  feems  toin- 
f  "hat  r:.e  Romrins  \\ere  invincible,  unlefs  from  fome  fupernatural 
iCife.  Svvifi,  no  friend  to  military  men,  thinks  the  Carthaginian 
fcierai  unworthy  cf  any  further  notice  ;  and  haftens  to  call  up  the 
•late  of  Rome.  This  g'uvs  him  an  opportunity  of  being  very  fe- 
•4:  upon  a  certain  modern  siTembly,  which  he  treats  in  a  manner 
•Ire  lefembling  the  Cynic  in  his  cell,  than  the  free-humours-d  Ra- 
l,:..s  in  his  eafy  chair.  0-rery. 

i.ivy  the  Reman  hiirorian  has  related  that  Hannibal  burnt  a  great 
•]  of  wood  upon  a  rock  that  flopped  his  paflage,  and  when  it  was 
•Is  heated  poured  •  imgar  upon  it,  by  which  it  was  made  ib  loft  as 
'.  e  eaTily  cut  through. 

ijulliver's  account  of  his  entertainment  at  Glubbdubdrib  is  ftrange- 
whimfically  civening.  Alexander  the  Great,  at  the  hea  of 
hjarmy  ju't  after  the  battle  of  A:b;-ln,  affurcd  Gulliver  upon  his 
Wour,  that  he  was  not  pcifoned,  but  died  of  a  fever  by  exctflive 
d  Ic.T.g.  And  afterv.ards  Hannibal  palling  the  Alps,  declared  to 
li,  that  he  had  not  a  drop  of  vinegar  in  his  camp.  How  ridicu- 
le ,  how  contemptible,  are  thefe  plagues  of  the  \vorld,  thefc  de- 
/ers of  the  human  race,  \\hen  i4 ripped  of  their  royalty  and  com- 

as  v-ell  as  their  ability  to  perpetrate  any  furtner  mifchief  ? 

.  — Mvsfola  fatctur 

Gluantula fiat  bomlitum  tarf*fcula.     Juv.    at,   jo. 

V.  M  Brutus, 
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Brutus,  and  could  eafily  difcover  the  moft  confum- 
mate  virtue,  the  greatcft  intrepidity  and  nrmncfs 
of  mind,  the  trueft  love  of  his  country,  and  gene« 
rat  benvolence  for  mankind,  in  every  lineament  ol 
his  countenance,  1  ob'erved  with  much  pleafure, 
that  thefe  two  perfons  were  in  good  intelligence  with 
each  other ;  and  Caefar  freely  confelTcd  to  me,  thai 
the  greateit  actions  of  his  own  life  were  not  equal 
by  many  degrees,  to  the  glory  of  taking  it  away,  j 
had  the  honour  to  have  much  converfation  with 
Brutus  ;  and  was  told  that  his  anceftor  Junius,  So- 
crates, Epaminondas,  Cato  the  younger,  Sir  Tho- 
mas More,  and  himfelf,  were  perpetually  together^ 
v.  Jextumviratc  to  which  all  the  ages  of  the  worl( 
cannot  add  a  feventh*. 

1 

*  Pompey  and  Caefar  only  appear  to  grace  the  entry  of  'Brutnj 
who  is  Swift's  favou.ite  patriot.  .But  aS'Gaefar  generouily  confefle 
to  Gulliver,  "  that  the  gjeateft  actions  of  his  life  were  not  equal,  b 
many  degrees,  to  the  glovy  of  taking  it  away  j  "  it  would  have  bee 
a  proper  alleviation  of  the  Dictator's  crimes,  to  have  acknowledge 
him  the  greaieft  ftatefman,  orator,  and  foldier  of  the  age  in  whic. 
he  lived  ;  an  age  fertile  of  eminent  men;  an  age  when  ambi'ien  v>;a 
fcarce  looked  upon  as  a  cii.rne  ;  and  wh-  n  the  Roman  virtue  (one 
the  fnpp;;rt  and  prefe.rvation  of  the  common- wealth)  was  long  fine 
loft  in  vice  and  luxury.  At  fuch  a  time  a  fingje  mafJer  was  bccorc 
recefa;y;  ar.d  P>  mpey  would  have  feized  the  reins  of  governmen 
had  not  Ca?far  interpcfed.  If  the  coafpirators  had  reftored  liberty  I 
their  country,  their  a<ft  had  been  completely  gloiioup,  and  would  hav 
Shewed,  tliat  Caefar,  not  Rome,  was  degenerated.  But  if  we  rrn 
judge  from  the  confcquences,  Heaven  disproved  of  the  deed.  1 
particular  fate  attended  the  confpirators,  not  one  of  whom  died 
natural  death.  And  even  Eiuius,  perhaps  recollecting  in  his  laft  me 
ments  the  benefits  which  he  had  received  ft om  Caefar  was  ftagjrere 
in  his  thoughts  of  \irtue,  and  imagining  himfelf  deceived  by  a  /hadov 
broke  out  into  a  pathetical  expreffion  fienifying,  "  that  he  had  woi 
M  (hipped  virtue  as  a  fubftance,  and  had  found  it  only  ail  adow  j"  J 
that  he  ftems  to  have  wanted  that  fortitude  of  mind,  which  conftanl 
ly  attends  true  virtue  to  the  grave.  This  defeat  in  the  character  < 
Brutus,  is  not  improperly  expielled  in  the  famous  gallery  of  the  Gre; 
Duke  of  Tufcany,  where  there  is  a  very  fine  head  of  Brutus,  begu 
by  Mchael  Angele,  but  left  unfinifhed  :  under  it  is  engraven  upon 
copper-plate  this  diftich  : 

Dum  BR  u  T  j  effigletn  fculp'or  de  mjrmore  duclt, 
In  mentem  fctitru  venitt  et  ebjlinuit. 
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It  would  be  tedious  to  trouble  the  reader  with  re- 
ating  what  vaftnumbers  of  illuftrious  peHbns  were 
•ailed  up  to  gratify  that  infathble  defire  I  had  to 
ee  the  world  in  every  period  of  antiquity  placed 

be  fore 

If  Brutus  erred,  it  was  from  a  wrong  notion  of  virtue.  The 
haradler  of  Cjefai  is  perhaps  more  amiable,  but  lefs  perfect.  His 
ault-  were  great  j  however,  many  of  them  were  foils  to  his  virtues. 
L  modern  eminent  writer  has  reprefented  him  as  a  glutton.  He  tells 
s,  that  when  Caetar  went  to  the  public  feafts,  hr  constantly  took  a 
omit  in  the  morning,  with  a  defign  to  indulge  himfelf  with  more 
cennefs,  and  to  increafe  his  appetite  fcr  the  enfuing  feait.  The  taft 
i  true,  but  I 'would  willingly  believe  the  inference  uojuft.  It  is  more 
lan  probable,  that  he  pradifed  this  cuftom  by  the  advice  of  his  phy- 
jians,  who  might  direct  fuch  a  regimen,  as  -he  moft  certain  and 
nmediate  prefervation  againfl  epileptic  fits  to  which  the  Dictator 
?as  often  liable.  My  honoured  father,  who  was  excelled  by  few  phy- 
cians  in  the  theory  of  phyfic,  has  often  told  me,  that  thofe  kind 
f  convulfionswere  of  fuch  a  naVure  as  generally  to  come  on  after  eat. 
|jg,  and  more  voilently  if  the  ftomach  was  overloaded.  Caefar  was  fa 
ireful  in  obfcrving  a  decent  d  gnity  in  his  behaviour,  that  he  dread- 
1  the  fliame  of  expofing  publicly  this  weaknefs  in  nib  conflituticn  j 
nd  therefore  guarded  agtinft  it  in  a  priuieat  manner,  which  has  fince 
een  conftrued  into  a  reproach.  This  larmife  refts  upon  ihe  ftrong- 
-  found^iion,  as  all  authors  agree,  that  he  was  mod  ftricTiy  and  re- 
urkably  abftemious. 

.  In  his  public  chiracter,  Caefar  appears  a  ftrong  example,  how  far 
le  greateft  natural  and  acquired  a  compiifhments  may  lofe  their  lui- 
•e,  when  made  fubfervi^nt  to  falfe  glory,  and  an  immocerate  thirft 
7  power  ;  as,  on  ;he  other  hand,  tae  hiftory  of  Brutus  may  inftru£t 
s,  what  unhappy  effects  the  rigid  exercie  of  fuperior  virtue,  when 
nifapplied  and  carried  too  far,  may  produce  in  the  mufi  fteciialt  mind, 
"•  the  fourideft judgement. 

Gulliver  ha-  g:ven  to  Brutus  five  companions,  Junius  Brutuc,  So- 
ates,  Epaminondas,  Cato  the  cenfor,  and  Sir  Thomas  More.  Such 
ifextumvirate  is  not  eafi7  to  bz  increafed  :  yet  let  me  hope,  ibat  the 
; flection  is  too  feverely  critical,  when  he  adds,  "  that  all  the  ages 

of  the  world  cannot  furnifh  out  a  feventh."  Every  age  has  produ- 
:d  men  of  virtue  and  abilhies  in  the  higheft  degree.  The  race  of 
Mankind  fince  their  firft  creation,  have  been  always  the  fame.  The 
reateft  characters  have  been  blended  with  the  greateft  faults.  Poet3 
(id  hiftorians  have  fin^led  out  particular  perfons  for  fame  and  im- 
lortalicy  :  they  have  adorned  them  with  accomphfhments  which 
prhaps  thy  never  pofTefied,  while  other  men  equally  meritorious 
;we  been  filently  buried  in  oblivion,  with  only  the  feif-conf.ir-uf- 
j-fs  of  deferving  a  rank  among  the  companions  of  Brutus  in  the  Ely » 
an  fields. 

In   this  illuftiious  fextumvirate,  Socrates  and  Sir  Therms  M  >»•<? 
idoubiedly  delerve  the  pre-eminence.     The  extra vjgant  Nirtue  of 

M  z  Junius 
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before  me.  I  chiefly  fed  mine  eyes  with  beholding 
the  deftroyers  of  tyrants  and  uiurpers,  and  the  re> 
florcrs  of  liberty  to  oppreiTed  and  injured  nations 

Bui 


Jnnius  Brutvis  is  Shocking  to  every  parent, "  and  every  good- naturec 
'mu;d.  The  important  fcrvico-  of  the  father  might  juftly  have  ci.um 
«j  from  the  pubhc,  the  pardon  or  his  Jons :  and,  when  Ins  paterna, 
piety  had  faved  iheir  lives,  his  precepts  and  example  ir.ight  fo  effeC' 
Tually  have  reclaimed  their  errors,  as  to  have  m;v.k  them  become  ufe> 
fui  members  of  the  commonwe.ilti'..  1  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  i 
JDr.  Swift  had  been  a  father,  we  fhould  not  have  found  the  name  o: 
Junius  Bn'tiu  where  it  is  now  placed. 

In  Epaminondas  the  Theban  glory  firft   appeared,   an!  die:!.     Hi; 
own  merit,  in  overcoming  the   greater!  difTuuliu's,  entirely  fixed  hi; 
replication.     A  happy  concurrence  of  circumfrances   has   often  givei 
fame  to  others  5   but  Epanv.nondas  was  indebted  for  his  fuperior  cha- 1 
rr.trer,  only  to  himfeif. 

I  am  in  fome  doubt,  whether  Cato  the  cenfor  can  fairly  claim'  ; 
sank  AJt-ong  lo  choice  a  group  of  glioils  *.  He  juflly  indeed  condem 
ried  the  luxury  of  the  Romans,  5'.r;d  he  puni/hed  their  vices  with  at 
impartial  feveriiy.  But  herein  he  ieems  to  have  indulged  his  owi 
natural  temper,  rather  than  to  have  adted  abfolutely  from  a  love  o 
virtue.  He  was  a  declared  enemy  to  poetry,  painting,  and  all  th 
y-  liter  arts.  He  was  proud,  vain,  and  mciofe.  But  above  al. 
he  was  fo  extremely  avaricious,  that  RhadamaathuSj  in  the  Archbi 
Ihop  of  Cambray's  dialogues  of  the  dead,  after  exprefling  fome  regar 
to  his  merits,  tells  him,  as  he  was  an  ufurer,  he  could  not  be  admit 
ted  into  the  Elyfian  fields  j  and  therefore  orders  him  to  k;  ep  the  gat 
2S  porter,  in  which  fituation  he  might  gratify  the  cenfoiicufnefs  c 
Jiis  uifpcfition,  by  examining  every  ghoft  that  attempted  to  com 
into  Elyfium,  and  by  ftutting  the  door  againtt  all  thofe  who  were  no 
qualified  for  admittance.  Rhadamanthus  then  gives  him  money,  t 
j>ay  Charon  for  fuch  pafTer.gers  who  were  not  able  to  pay  for  them 
ielves ;  and  at  the  fame  time  declares,  that  he  will  punifh  him  as  ; 
robhcr,  if  he  offers  lo  )end  out  thut  money  upon  u  ury.  How  ver 
different  are  the  fentiments  of  Abp.  Fenelou,  and  of  Dr.  Swift,  il 
their  judgement  of  Cato  ?  The  one  thinks  him  unworthy  of  a  plac 
among  millions  in  Elyfium,  while  the  other  diftingir-fhes  him  amon§ 
the  gteateit  men  of  anriquity.  From  this  diirenfion  of  opinions  ma) 
be  traced,  perhaps,  the  particular  temper  both  of  the  Archbiftiop  an< 
of  the  Dean  5  and  from  thence  may  be  deduced  the  reafon  why  th' 
cenfor  was  eikemed  by  the  latter,  and  condemned  by  the  former.  Or 
rery. 

*  "  This  note  of  his  LordnSip  is  an  encomium  on  the  judgement 
4<  of  our  author,  who  knew  that  Cato  the  cenfor  and  Cato  the  young- 
"  er  were  very  different  perfonc,  and  for  good  reafons  preferred  th« 

«  latter" 

Th« 
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it  is  impoffible  to  cxprefs  the  fatis  faction  I  re- 
ceived in  my  own  mind,  after  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
make  it  a  luitable  entertainment  to  the  reader. 


j\.**^i*/  «*r^s- 

83! 

CHAP.     VIII. 

|//  further  account  of  Glubbdubdrib.     Ancient  and 
modern  bijlory  corn  Sled. 

HAVING  a  defire  to    fee   thofe  ancients,    who 
were  moft   renowned  for  wit  and  learning,   1 
ret  apart  one  day  on  purpofe.     *  I   propofed   that 

Homer 

The  noble  author  finifhes  his  remarks  on  this  feventh  chapter,  by 
Ibferving,  that  "  Gulliver,  a  ter  having  taken  a  tranhent  view  of 

numberless  illuftrious  peifons,  whom  .he  does  not  mme,  dofes  the 

chapter,  and  gives  him  an  opportunity  of  finifhing  his  letter  j"  ar.d 
hen  addrefT.s  his  fon  thus  :  "  Late,  very  late,  may  ycu  become  a 
'  ghoft  !  and  when  one,  may  you  equal  one  of  Swift's  fsxtumviratej 

and  may  his  ghoft  (grown  lefs  cynical  and  better  inftruclsd)  rejoice 
1  to  admit  you  into  the  company,  from  which  he  has  fo  arbitrarily 
'  excluded  all  future  generations." 

Gulliver  has  not  excluded  all  future  generations  from  adding  to  this 
extumvirate.  For  he  fpeaks  only  of  the  time  paft.  What  Gate's 
flay  appear  to  blefs  the  w  rid,  and  opp  fe  the  torrent  of  corruption, 
a  after  ages,  God  only  knows.  Swift. 

'.  *  Gulliver,  tired  of  heroes,  changes  the  fcene  in  this  8th  chapter, 
!nd  becomes  curious  to  know  the  fituation  of  poets  and  philofophers, 
!  ho,  in  their  turn,  have  as  eagerly  contended  for  fame,  as  Csfar 
.id  for  power,  or  Brutus  fi-.r  liberty.  He  defires  that  Homer  and  A- 
ilfLtle  may  make  their  Appearance  at  the  head  of  their  commenta- 
-•rs.  "  Homer,"  fays  our  traveller,  "  was  the  taller  and  comlijr 

perfon  of  the  two  ;  walked  very  eredl  for  one  of  his  age,  and  his 
r  eyes  were  the  moft  quick  and  piercing  I  ever  beheld  -f ."  It  is 
f?rtain,  that  Homer  has  rather  gained,  than  left  vigour  by  his  years. 
\\enty-fix  centuries  have  not  unbra.cd- his  nerves,  orT. >'en  one 
.rinkle  to  his  brow.  And  although  Gulliver  has  bcfto\ved  u;-ort 
(im  the  additional  ornament  of  fine  eyes,  yet  I  am  apt  to  think  thiy 

t  "  All  that  is  meant  by  Gulliver  is,  thit  Homer  had  the  moft 
I  quick  aad  piercing  geaius  of  all  humaa  ra*«."  Swiit. 

M  i  have> 
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Homer  and  Ariftctle  might  appear  at  the  head  of 
all  their  commentators  ;  but  thefe  were  fo  numer- 
ous, that  ibme  hundreds  were  forced  to  attend  ia 

the 

have  nude  the  figure  of  this  divine  old  man  lefs  awful  :  at  lea.1: 1  am 
glad  that  he  wanted  his  eye  fight  while  he  lived  (lince  it  is  impoflible 
not  to  conclude  from  the  productions  of  Homer  and  Milton,  that  the 
mind's  eye  becomes  more  intenfeiy  d:f.erning,  when  it  is  not  inter- 
rupted by  external  objects.  It  is  an  old  ob  ervation,  that  Homer  has 
jiourifiied  more  perfons  than  Sylla,  Cxfar,  and  Auguftus  ;  a.id  while 
their  pictures  have  decayed,  not  a  letter  of  the  Iliad  h^s  been  loftv 
The  Grecian  poet  not  only  preferves  his  original  form,  but  breathes 
freely,  and  looks  beautifully,  in  other  languages  j  a  happier  metemp- 
fychcfii  than  Pythagoras  ever  dreamed  of.  However,  if  Homer  was 
abfolutely  obliged  to  wear  the  different  dreffes  which  have  been  given 
to  him,  he  would  fometimeS,  I  believe,  find  the  motion  of  his 
limbs  uneafy  and  confined  ;  and  would  prefer  his  own  fimple  attire, 
even  to  the  birth-day  fuit  which  ourEngiilTi  bard  hjs  givtn  him.  The 
commentators  have  done  lefs  honour  to  Homer,  than  the  tranfialorb. 
Some  of  thofe  learned  pedants  have  entirely  waited  th-.-ir  obfervations 
Upon  particles  and  words  5  others  have  rim  into  a  minute  exactnefs,  in 
comparing  the  propriety  of  his  images  ;  while  others,  again,  have 
endeavoured  to  trace  out  from  the  Liad  and  OdyfTy,  all  ths  rudiments 
of  arts  and  fciences.  Sjme  there  are  who  dwell  on  fuch  narrow 
circumstances  as  were  neglected  bv  Homer  and  can  only  be  fuitable 
to  their  own  confined  genius.  They  are  not  able  to  purfue  him  in 
his  fublime  flights,  and  attempt  therefore  to  bring  him  upon  a  level 
with  themfelves.  Their  low  mechanical  notions  remind  me  of  an 
tbfurd  problem,  propofed  by  the  famous  Mcnf.  Huet,  whether  the 
Iliad  might  not  be  written  upon  vellum  in  fo  fmall  a  hand,  that  the 
whole  might  be  contained  within  a  nut-fhell  ?  This  important  que£- 
tion  is  f.iid  to  have  engaged  the  thoughts  and  attention  of  the  French 
court,  and  gives  us  a  true  picture  of  a  laborious,  taftelefs  critic,  upon 
Homer  Th-f  Dauphin  and  his  train,  are  for  putting  the  Iliad  into 
3  nut-uHell,  when  Alexander  and  his  courtiers  chofe  the  richeft  and 
jnoft  curious  cabinet  of  Darius,  as  the  only  proper  repofitory  for  Ho- 
mer's works. 

Homer  and  A'ifto'le  were  as  oppcfite  as  po/Tible  in  their  characters: 
but  Dr.  Swift  has  placed  them  together,  chiefly  w'ith  a  v  ew  of  free- 
ing their  commentators  in  that  juft  and  ridiculous  light  in  which 
thofe  fcholiafts  ought  to  appear.  When  an  age  is  bL-fl-Jd  with  the 
productions  of  an  uncommon  geniu?,  fuch  as  refembles  Homer,  it 
rnuft,  Irvfoine  meafurc,  be  plinifhtd  by  bad  imitations  and  comments  5 
in  the  fame  mann.r  that  you  may  have  obferved  the  fun,  by  its  heat 
and  influence,  raifing  vapours,  and  animating  infects,  that  inject, 
and  perhaps  corrupt  the  air,  in  which  he  ihines  with  fo  much  luftre. 
But  when  an  original  admired  author,  as  Ariftotle,  is  really  errone- 
ous, and  deceives  with  faif.  fpecious  principles,  whai  a  train  ef  errors 
rnuft  arife  from  commsniators  on  fuch  fubjecls;  who  while  they  en- 
deavour 
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the  court  and  outward  rooms  of  the  palace,  I 
knew  and  could  cliftinguifli  th.ofe  two  heroes  at 
firft  fight,  not  only  from  the  crowd,  but  from 
each  other.  Homer  was  the  taller  and  comlier 
perfon  of  the  two,  walked  very  erect  for  one  of  his 
age,  and  his  eyes  were  the  moft  quick  and  piercing 
I  ever  beheld,  Arirtotle  (looped  much  and  made 
ufe  of  a  llafF.  His  vil'age  was  meagre,  his  hair 
Link  and  thin,  and  his  voice  hollow  *\  I  foon  dif- 

covcred 

deavcur  to  purfue  and  extend  a  pleafing  irtch  anted  profpeft,  that  has 
no' real  foundation,  deviate  into  a  dark,  diikgreeable  road  of  briers 

and  thorns? It  is  on  this  account,  that  the  Dean  has  introduced 

Ar-ftotle  in  company  with  Homer.      Orrery. 

*  This  defcription  of  Ariilotle  is  fine,  and  in  a  few  \vcrds,  repre- 
fonts  the  true  nature  of  his  works.  By  not  having  the  immortal  fpi- 
rit  of  Homer,  lie  was  unable  to  keep  his  body  erc<f\  ;  and  his  ftaff, 
which  feebly  fupported  him,  like  his  commentators,  made  this  defefl 
more  confpicuous.  He  wanted  not  fome  uferul  qualities :  but  thefe 
tea! ornaments,  like  his  hair,  were  thin  and  ungraceful-^.  His  ftyle 
was  har/h,  and  like  his  voice,  had  neither  force  nor  harmony,  lie 
was  without  douot  a  man  of  great  genius  and  penetration;  but  he 
did  infinitely  more  prejudice  than  fervice  to  real  literature,  He  ftu- 
died  words  m  re  than  fafls ;  and  delivered  his  pbilofuphy  perplexed 
with  fuch  intricate  logical  terms,  as  have  laid  a  foundation  for  the 
endefs  fcholaftic  difputations  which  have  corrupted  and  retarded  the 
progrefs  of  learning.  He  wa?ed  war  with  all  his  predecelTors.  He 
never  quotes  an  author  but  with  a  view  to  refute  his  opinion.  Like 
the  Ottoman  emperor,  he  could  not  reign  in  fafety,  till  he  had  firlr. 
dertroyed  his  brethren,  He  was  as  ambitious  in  ftience,  as  his  pu- 
pil Alexander  was  in  arms.  He  aimed  tn  be  a  defp^.tic  orginal  ;  and 
no:  only  to  be  the  prince,  but  the  tyrant  of  ph'.lofophy.  What  then 
can  be  expefred  from  the  commentators  of  his  works,  who  were  De- 
void of  his  ingenuity,  and  poffefTed  all  his  intricate  follies?  Ramus 
\vith  his  covert  ignorance,  and  Scouis  and  Aquinas,  with  their  fub- 
divifions  and  imaginary  nothings,  muftmake  a  contemptible  figure  in 
thi.-  Elyfian  fields,  which  are  the  fuppofed  manfions  of  ch  arfulnefs, 
truth  and  candour,  and  confequently  mufl  be  a  very  improper  fituati- 
on  for  that  tri^e  of  philofophers.  Orrery. 

In  Gulliver's  portrait  of  Homer,  we  obferve  all  the  marks  and  de- 
lineations of  quickne's,  ger.ius,  and  fire,  accompanied  with  an  ex- 
quilite  power  and  felicity,  in  the  communication  of  his  ideas,  with 
cirarnefs  and  force,  unto  the  fou's  of  his  auditors.  Swift's  portrait  of 
Ariftotle  is  equally  ftrong  and  mafterly.  He  (looped  much,  faith  he, 

f  "  In  this  the  noble  commentator  feems  to  be  mi.?aken  j  for  it 
'  cannot  be  believed,  that  Ariftotle's  real  crnatrcnts,  however  few^ 
"  were  ungraceful" 

and 
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covered  that  both  of  them  were  perfect  Grangers  to 
the  reft  of  the  company,  and  had  never  feen  or 
heard  of  them  before.  And  I  had  a  whifper  from 
a  ghoft,  who  lhall  be  namelefs,  that  thefe  com- 
mentators always  kept  in  the  moft  diftant  quarters 
from  their  principals  in  the  lower  world,  through 
a  confcioufnefs  of  fhame  and  guilt,  becaufe  they 
had  fo  horribly  mifreprefented  the  meaning  of  thole 
authors  to  pofterity.  I  introduced  Didymus  and 
Euftathius  to  Homer,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  treat 
them  better  than  perhaps  they  deferved,  for  he 
foon  found  they  wanted  a  genius  to  enter  into  the. 
Ipirit  of  a  poet.  But  Ariftotle  was  out  of  all  pati- 
ence with  the  account  I  gave  him  of  Scotus  and" 
Ramus,  as  I  prefented  them  to  him,  and  he  afked 
them  whether  the  reft  of  the  tribe  were  as  great 
dunces  as  themfelves. 

I  then  dtfired  the  governor  to  call  up  Defcartes 
and  Gaffcndi,  with  whom  I  prevailed  to  explain 
their  fyftems  to  Ariftotle.  This  great  philofopher 

and  made  ufe  of  a  fhfT ;  that  is,  he  thought,  he  confidered,  he  ru- 
minated, he  pondered  deeply  on  the  mod  intricate  and  abftrufe  points 
relating  to  the  fdences ;  and,  by  the  force  of  reasoning,  which  is 
meant  by  his  ftaft,  he  cleared  hi?  way  through  briers  and  thorns,  un- 
til he  (truck  into  the  road  which  leads  to  fcience  and  philofophy.-— 
The  remaining  part  of  Aiiftotle's  portrait,  is  only  the  repreientation 
of  an  abftrac'ted  fcholar,  worn  away  and  decayed  v\ith  yea:s,  hard  ilu- 
dy,  ncfturnal  lucubrations,  and  the  want  of  bodily  exercife. 

Some  would  make  Swift  treat  Aviftotle  with  very  little  refpec^. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  Swift  admired  Ariftotle  beyond  all  the  philo- 
fophers  which  had  appeared  in  the  world,  from  tl.e  days  of  Alex- 
ander the  Great  to  the  moment  he  was  then  writing  j  I  had  almofl 
jfaid,  even  to  the  contempt  of  all  others,  not  excepting  Defcartes, 
Gallendi,  and  the  famous  Sir  Ifaac  Newton.— —From  a  little  book 
of  inftruftions  which  Dr.  S.-.ift  was  pleafed  to  draw  up  for  the  ufe 
of  a  lady,  I  (hall,  in  his  own  words,  give  his  real  opinion  of  Ari- 
flotlo.  t(  Ariftotle,  the  difc  pie  of  P:aro/  and  tutor  to  Alexander 
«£  the  Great.  His  followers  were  calK-d  Ptiipaietios,  from  a  Greek 
*'  word  which  fignifies  to  walk  ;  becaufe  he  taught  his  difdples  walk- 
"  ing.  V/e  have  not  all  his  works  j  and  feme  of  thoie  which  are 
'•'  impuced  to  him,  are  fuppofed  not  genuine.  He  writ  upon  Icgic, 
4<  or  the  ait  ofreafonlne,  upon  moral  and  naturalpbihfopby  $  upon 
"  oratory,  poetry,  etc.  and  feems  to  be  a  perfoft  of  the  moji  cemfrre- 
Sf  ber-five genius  ttjt  ever  lived"  Swift. 

freely 
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freely  acknowledged  hi.-  own  inift  ik  js  in  natural 
philofophv,  becaufe  he  proceeded  in  many  things 
upon  cnnjecture,  as  all  men  muft  do  ;  and  he 
found  that  Gaflendi,  who  h.-id  nude  the  doctrine 
of  Epicurus  as  palatable  as  he  could,  and  die  vor- 
tii£S  of  Defcartes,  were  equally  to  be  exploded  *. 
He  predicted  the  fame  fate  to  aUra^lion^  whereof 

the 

*  T  believe  you  will  find,  that  Ariftotle  is  ftill  to  be  preferred  to 
Epicurus.  The  former  made  fame  ufeful  experiments  and  dilcoveries 
and  was  engaged  in  a  real  purfuit  of  knowledge,  although  his  man- 
ner is  much  perplexed.  The  latter  was  full  of  vanity  and  ambition. 
He  was  an  impoftor,  and  only  aimed  at  deceiving.  He  fecmed  not 
to  believe  the  principles  whkh  ht  has  aflertcd.  He  committed  the 
government  of  al!  things  to  chance.  His  natural  philofophy  is  abfurd. 
His  moral  philrfophy  wants  i's  proper  b:.fis,  the  fear  of  God.  MT 
Bayle  one  of  his  warmeft  advocates  is  of  this  laft  opinion,  where  he 
fays,  On  ne  fcturcit  pas  dire  ajj'ez,  de  bien  dt  fbomtetete  defes  moeurs, 
ni  ajjtx  de  mal  de  fes  opinions  fur  la  religion.  Ht?  general  maxim,  that 
happinefs  conhfted  in  pleafure,  was  too  much  ungu.irded,  and  muff 
Jay  a  foundation  if  a  moft  deftruc'tive  practice:  although  from  his 
temper  and  confti'ution,  he  made  his  actions  fuffiaer.tly  pleafurobie 
to  himfelf,  and  agreeable  to  the  rules  of  true  philofophy.  His  for- 
tune exempted  him  from  care  and  folici'.ude  ;  his  valetudinarian  ha- 
bit of  body,  from  intemperance.  He  pafled  the  greateft  part  of  his 
time  in  his  garden,  where  he  enjoyed  all  the  elegant  amuf^ments  of 
life.  There  he  ftudieJ  ;  there  he  taM-ht  his  philofophy.  This  par* 
ticular  happy  fituation  greatly  contributed  to  that  tranquility  of  mind, 
and  indolence  of  body,  which  he  made  his  chitf  ends.  He  had  not 
however  refolution  fufficient  to  meet  the  gradual  approaches  of  death, 
and  wanted  that  conftancy  which  Sir  William  Temple  afcribes  to 
him  :  for,  in  his  laft  moments,  when  he  found  that  his  condition 
\va;  defperate,  he  took  fuch  large  draughts  of  wine,  that  he  was  ab- 
fo'utely  intoxicated,  and  deprived  of  his  ienfes  ;  fo  that  he  dsed  more 
like  a  Bacchanal  than  a  philofopher  5  to  which  the  epigram  alludes.- 
Hincftygias  ebrius  houjlt  aquas. 

P  fhould  not  have  ventured  into  this  criucifm  and  cenfure  upon 
thefe  ancient  philofophers,  if  my  opinion  was  not  in  a  great  meafur«i 
fupported  by  Lord  Bacon,  who  as  he  was  certainly  the  moft  accurate 
judge  of  this  fucject,  might  be  perhaps,  from  that  pre-eminence,  too 
fevcre  a  critic.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  Epicurus  in  particular  has 
many  followers  and  admirers  among  the  ancients-,  and  atnong  the 
m-derns.  Cicero  commends  him  for  cultivating  his  frk-ndhhips  in 
the  mort  cxquifite  manner.  The  book  lies  open  before  me,  and  I 
will  transcribe  the  words.  De  qua  [ami.ina^  Epicurus  quldem  ita  di- 
tit,  omnium  rtrum  quas  ad  beats  invendum  jafiextia  comparaveri:,  r.ibll 
tjfe  ftiajus  am icitia,  nikiluberius,  mklt  jtiCundius  j  tuque  'vcro  hoc  oratione 
Jo/urn,  Jed  mult')  nagis  iitat  etfa&is,  et  moribus,  comproba-vit.  Diogenes 
Laertius  praifes  his  virtue  and  learning,  la  the  Auguftan  age  the 

great- 
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the  prefent  learned  are  fuch  zealous  affertors      He 
faid,  that  new  fyftems  of  nature  were  but  new  fa- ! 
fhions,  which  would  vary  in  every  age  :  and  even 
thofe,  who  pretend  to  demonftrate  them  from  ma- 1 
thematical   principles,  would   fiourifh   but  a  fhort 
period  of  time,  and  be  out  of  vogue  when  that  was 
determined. 

I  have  fpent  five  ^ays  in  converting  with  many 
others  of  the  ancient  learned.  I  faw  moft  of  the 
firft  Roman  emperors.  I  prevailed  on  the  gover- 
nor to  call  up  Eliogabalus's  cooks  to  drefs  us  a  din- 
ner, but  they  could  not  fhew  us  much  of  their  Ikill 
for  want  of  materials.  A  helot  of  Agelilaus  made 

greattft  names  are  inferted  among,  his  followers.  Gaefar,  Atticus, 
Mecasnas,  Lucretius,  Virgil  and  Horace,  embraced  his  philofophy, 
*nd  gave  a  luftre  to  his  ftcf  and  doclrints.  Sir  William  Temple 
*ays,  "  that  he  wonders  why  fuch  lharp  invectives  were  fo  general- 
*'  Jy  made  againft  Epicurus,  by  the  ages  that  folkwed  him  5  efpe- 
,  <l  cialiy  as  his  admirable  wit,  felicity  of  exprefiion,  excellence  of  na- 
**  ture,  fweetnefs  of  converfatit  n,  temperance  of  life,  and  conftancy 
«  of  death,  made  him  fo  much  beloved  by  his  friends,  admired  by 
<«  his  fcholars,  and  honoured  by  the  Athenians."  Sir  William 
Temple  imputes  this  injuftice  "  to  the  envy  and  malignity  of  the 
*'  Stoicsi  and  to  fome  grofs  pretendeis,  who  affumed  the  denomina- 
'«  tionof  that  fecT: }  \\ho  miftook  his  favourite  principle,"  [THAT 
ALL  HAPPINESS  CONSISTED  IN  PLEASURE,]  "  by  confining  it 
«'  tofenfual  pieafure  only.  To  thefe  fucceeded  the  Chrirtians,  who 
*'  ofteemed  his  principles  of  natural  philofophy  more  oppofite  to  thofe 
(<  of  our  religion,  than  either  the  Piatonifts,  the  Peripatetics,  or 
"  even  the  Stoics  themfelves."  This  is  the  opinion,  and  thefe  are 
almoft  the  eracl:  words  of  the  great  Sir  William  Temple. 

Swift  equally  explodes  Epicurus,  and  the  more  modern  philofo- 
phers  Dcfcartes  and  G.iiTendi. 

Defcartes  was  a  knight  errant  in  philofophy,  perpetually  miftaking 
windmills  for  giants  ;  yet  by  the  ftrength  of  a  warm  imagination,  he  ' 
ftarted  forne  opinions,  which  probably  put  Sir  Ifaac  Neuton  and  others 
on  making  many  experiments  that  produced  moft  ufeful  difcoveries. 

GafTendi  was  efteemed  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments  of  France. 
He  was  a  doflor  of  divinity,  and  royal  profefTor  of  mathematics.  He 
•vvas  born  in  Provence  in  1592,  and  died  in  1655.  With  great  in- 
duftry  he  collected  whatever  related  to  the  perfjn  and  to  the  philcfo- 
phy  of  Eoicurusj  the  latter  of  which  he  has  reduced  into  a  complete 
lyliem. 

I  have  now  curforily  gone  through  the  characters  of  fuch  ghofts, 
as  are  nominally  fpecified  by  Gulliver.  I  may  be  wrong  either  in  my 
account  or  in  my  obfervations  :  and  I  rtiall  rejoice  to  be  confuted  by. 
you  in  any  point  .of  learning  wha  tever.  Orrery. 

US 
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us  a  difh  of  Spartan   broth,  but  I  was  not  able  to 
get  down  a  fccond  fpoonful. 

The  two  gentlemen,  who  conducted  me  to  the 
ifland,  were  prefled  by  their  private  affairs  to  re- 
turn in  three  days,  which  I  employed  in  ieeing  fume 
of  the  modern  dead,  who  had  made  the  greateft 
figure  for  two  or  three  hundred  years  paft  in  our 
own  and  other  countries  of  Europe  ;  and  having 
been  always  a  great  admirer  of  old  illuftrious  fa- 
zmiiies,  I  delired  the  governour  would  call  up  a  do 
i  zen  or  two  of  kings,  with  their  anceftors  in  order 
for  eight  or  nine  generations.  But  my  difappoint- 
ment  was  grievous  and  unexpected.  For,  inllead 
of  a  long  train  with  royal  diadems,  I  faw  in  one  fa- 
mily two  fidlers,  three  fpruce  courtiers,  and  an 
Italian  prelate.  In  another,  a  barber,  an  abbot, 
and  two  cardinals.  I  have  too  great  a  veneration 
for  crowned  heads  to  dwell  any  longer  on  fo  nice  a 
fubjecl.  But  as  to  counts,  marquifts,  duke5,  earls, 
and  the  like,  I  was  not  fo  fcrupulous.  And,  I 
confefs,  it  was  not  without  fome  pleafure,  that  I 
found  myfelf  able  to  trace  the  particular  features, 
by  which  certain  families  are  diftinguifhed  up  to 
their  originals.  I  could  phinly  difcover  from 
whence  one  family  derives  a  long  chin,  why  a  fo 
cond  hath  abounded  with  knaves  for  two  genera- 
tions, and  fools  for  two  more ;  why  a  third  hap- 
pened to  be  crack-brained,  and  a  fourth  to  be  fhar- 
pers ;  whence  it  came,  what  Polydore  Virgil  fays 
of  a  certain  great  houfe,  Nee  vit' forth,  necfamina 
cajla\  how  cruelty,  falfhood,  and  cowardice,  grew 
to  be  characteristics,  by  which  certain  families  are 
.diftinguifhed  as  much  as  by  their  coats  of  arms  ; 
who  firft  brought  the  pox  into  a  noble  houfe, 
which  haih  lineally  defcended  in  fcrophulous  tu- 
mours to  their  pofterity.  Neither  could  I  wonder 
at  all  this,  when  I  faw  fuch  an  interruption  of  line- 
ages by  pages,  lacqueys,  valets,  coachmen,  game- 
jfters,  fidlers,  players,  captains,  and  pick -pockets. 

I  was 
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I  was  chiefly  difgufted  with  modern  hiftory.  For 
having  ftrictly  examined  all  the  perfons  of  greateft 
name  in  the  courts  of  princes  for  an  hundred  years 
paft,  I  found  how  the  world  had  been  mifled  by 
proititute  writers  to  afcribe  the  greateft  exploits  in 
war  to  cowards,  the  wifell  counfel  to  fools,  ftnce- 
rity  to  flatterers,  Roman  virtue  to  betrayers  of  their 
country,  piety  to  atheifts,  chaftity  to  Sodomites, 
truth  to  informers  :  how  many  innocent  and  ex- 
cellent perfons  had  been  condemned  to  death  or 
banilhment  by  the  practifing  of  great  minifters  upon 
the  corruption  of  judges,  and  the  malice  of  facti- 
ons :  how  many  villains  had  been  exalted  to  the 
higheft  places  of  truft,  power,  dignity,  and  profit : 
how  great  a  fhare  in  the  motions  and  events  of 
courts,  councils,  and  fenates,  might  be  challenged 
by  bawds,  whores,  pimps,  parafites,  and  buffoons: 
how  low  an  opinion  I  had  of  human  wifdom  and 
integrity,  when  I  was  truly  informed  of  the  fprings 
nnd  motives  of  great  enterprizes  and  revolutions  in 
the  world,  and  of  the  contemptible  accidents  to 
which  they  owed  their  fuccefs. 

Here  I  difcovered  the  roguery  and  ignorance  of 
thofe,  who  pretend  to  write  anecdotes,  or  fecret 
hiftory  ,  who  fend  fo  many  kings  ^o  their  graves 
\vith  a  cup  of  poifon  ;  will  repeat  the  difcourie  be- 
tween a  prince  and  chief  minifter,  where  no  witnefs 
was  by  ;  unlock  the  thoughts  and  cabinets  of  am- 
bnfladors  and  fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  and  have  the  per- 
petual misfortune  to  be  miftaken.  Here  I  dilco- 
vered  the  true  caufesof  many  great  events  that  have 
furprifed  the  world  ;  how  a  whore  can  govern  the 
back-ftairs,  the  back-ftairs  a  council,  and  the  coun- 
cil a  fenate.  A  general  confeiTed  in  my  prefence, 
that  he  got  a  victory  purely  by  the  force  of  cowar- 
dice and  ill-conduct  :  and  an  admiral,  that,  for 
want  of  proper  intelligence,  he  beat  the  enemy,  to 
whom  he  intended  to  betray  the  fleet.  ']  hree  kings 
protefted  to  me,  that,  in  their  whole  reigns,  they 

never 
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never  did  once  prefer  any  perfon  of  merit,  unlefs 
by  miftake,  or  treachery  of  fome  minifter  in  whom 
they  confided  :  neither  would  they  do  it  if  they 
were  to  live  again  ;  and  they  (hewed,  with  great: 
ftrength  of  reafbn,  that  the  royal  throne  could  not 
be  fupported  without  corruption,  becaufe  that  po- 
fitive,  confident,  reftive  temper,  which  virtue  in- 
fufed  into  a  man,  was  a  perpetual  clog  to  public 
bufinefs. 

I  had  the  curiofity  to  inquire  in  a  particular  man- 
ner, by  what  method  great  numbers  had  procured 
to  themfelves  high  titles  of  honour  and  prodigious 
tftates ;  and  I  confined  my  enquiry  to  a  very  mo- 
dern period,  however  without  grating  upon  prefent 
times,  becaufe  I  would  be  fure  to  give  no  offence 
even  to  foreigners  ;  for  I  hope  The  reader  need  not 
to  be  told,  that  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  intend  my 
own  country  in  what  I  fay  upon  this  occaiion.  A 
great  number  of  perfons  concerned  were  called  UD, 
and  upon  a  very  flight  examination  difcovered  fuc'h 
a  fcene  of  infamy,  that  I  cannot  reflect  upon  it 
without  fome  ferioufneis.  Perjury,  oppreiiion,  fu- 
bornation,  fraud,  pandarifm,  and  the  like  infirmities^ 
were  amongft  the  mod  excufable  arts  they  had  to 
mention  ;  and  for  thefe  I  gave,  as  it  was  reafona- 
ble,  great  allowance  But  when  fome  confeffed 
they  owed  their  greatnefs  and  wealth  to  ibdomy,  or 
incetl  ;  others  to  the  proftituting  of  their  'own 
wives  and  daughters  ;  others  to  the  betraying  their 
country  or  their  prince  ;  fome  to  poifohing,  'more 
to  the  perverting  of  juftice  in  order  to  deftroy  the 
innocent  ;  I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned,  if  thefe  dif- 
[coveries  inclined  me  a  little  to  abate  of  that  pro- 
found veneration,  which  I  am  naturally  apt  to'pay 
to  perfons  of  high  rank,  who  ought  to  be  treated 
with  the  utmoft  refpeft  due  to  their  lubiimc  di^n'ty 
by  us  their  inferiors. 

I  had  often  read  of  fome  great  fervices  done  to 
princes  and  fines,  and  deiired  to  fee  the  perfons  bv 
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whom  thofe  fervices  were  performed.  Upon  en- 
quiry I  was  told,  lhat  their  names  were  to  be  found 
on  no  record,  except  a  few  of  them,  whom  hifto- 
ry  hath  reprefented  as  the  vileft  rogues  and  trai- 
tors. As  to  the  reft-,  I  had  never  once  heard  of 
them.  They  all  appeared  with  dejected  looks,  and 
in  the  mean  eft  habit,  mod  of  them  telling  me  they 
diet?  in  poverty  and  difgrace,  and  the  reft  on  a 
fcafFold  or  a  gibbet. 

Among  others  there  was  one  perfon,  whole  cafe 
appeared  a  little  fingular.  He  had  a  youth  about 
eighteen  years  old  (landing  by  his  fide.  He  told  me 
he  had  for  many  »ears  been  commander  of  a  fliip; 
and  in  the  fea-fight  at  A£lium  had  the  good  fortune 
to  break  through  the  enemy's  great  line  of  battle, 
fink  three  of  their  capital  fliips,  and  take  a  fourth, 
which  was  the  fole  caufe  of  Anthony's  flight,  and 
of  the  victory  that  enfued;  that  the  youth  ftanding 
by  him,  his  only  fon,  was  killed  in  the  action.  He 
added,  that  upon  the  confidence  of  fome  merit,  the 
war  being  at  an  end,  he  went  to  Rome,  and  folli- 
cited  at  the  court  of  Auguftus  to  be  preferred  to  a 
greater  fhip,  whofe  commander  had  been  killed  ; 
but,  without  any  regard  to  his  pretentious,  it  was 
given  to  a  boy,  who  had  never  feen  the  fea,  the  fon 
of  Libertina,  who  waited  on  one  of  the  Emperor's 
tniftrefles.  Returning  back  to  his  own  veffel,  he 
was  charged  with  neglect  of  duty,  and  the  fhip 
given  to  a  favouiite  page  of  Fublicola,  the  vice-ad- 
miral ;  whereupon  he  retired  to  a  poor  farm  at  a 
great  didance  from  Rome,  and  there  ended  his  life. 
]  was  fo  curious  to  know  the  truth  of  this  ftory, 
that  I  defired  Agiippa  might  be  called,  .who  was 
admiral  in  that  fight.  He  appeared,  and  confirmed 
the  whole  account,  but  with  much  more  advantage 
to  the  captain,  whole  modefry  had  extenuated  or 
concealed  a  g'tat  part  of  his  aierit. 

1  was  furpfijed  to  find  corruption  grown  fo  high 
and  ib  quick  in  that  empire,  by  -the  iorce  of  luxu- 
ry 
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ry  fo  lately  introduced,  which  made  me  lefs  won- 
der at  many  parallel  cafes  in  ether  countries,  where 
vices  of  all  kinds  have  reigned  fo  much  longer, 
and  where  the  whole  praife,  as  well  as  pillage,  hath 
been  ingrofljd  by  the  chief  commander,  who  per- 
haps had  the  leall  title  to  either. 

As  every  pcrfon  called  up  made  exactly  the  fame 
appearance  ho  had  done  in  the  world,  it  gave  me 
melancholy  reflexions  to  obfervc,  how  much  the 
race  of  human  kind  was  degenerated  among  us 
within  thcle  hundred  years  pail.  How  the  pox, 
under  all  its  confequences  and  denominations,  had 
altered  every  lineament  of  an  Engliih  countenance; 
fhortened  the  iize  of  bodies,  unbraced  the  nerves, 
relaxed  the  iinews  and  mu'cles,  introduced  a  fallow 
complexion,  and'  rendered  the  iieih  loofe  and  ran- 
cid, 

I  defcended  fo  low  as  to  deliYe.  that  fome  En?- 

*  o 

Kfh  yeomen  of  the  old  llamp  might  be  fummoned 
to  appear  ;  once  fo  famous  for  the  iimplicicy  ot 
their  manners,  diet,  and  chefs  ;.  for  jailice  in.  their 
dealings ;  for  their  true  fpirk  of  liberty  ;  for  their 
valour  and  love  of  their  country.  Neither  could  I 
be  wholly  unmoved,  after  comparing  the  living 
with  the  dead,  when  I  conquered  how  all  thole 
pure  native  virtues  were  profticuted  for  a  piece  of 
money  by  their  grand-children,  who,  in  felling  theii 
votes,  and  managing  at  elections,  have  acquire! 
every  vice  and  corruption  that  can  poilibly  b^  kdi  a^ 
in  a. 
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CHAP.      IX. 

The  cuthir  returns  to  Maldonada.     Sails  to  the  king- 
dom  of  Luggnagg.     The  author  co  fined..     He  is 
fent  for  to  court.     The  manner  of  kis  admittance. 
The  King's  great  lenity  to  his  jubjefts. 

TIE  day  of  our  departure  being  come,.  I  took 
leave  of  his  Highnefs,  the  governor  of  Giub* 
dubdribb,  and  returned  with  my  two  companions 
to  Maldonada,  where  after  a  fortnight's  waiting,  a 
i~hip  was  ready  to  fail  for  Luggnagg  The  two 
gentlemen,  and  fome  others,  were  fo  generous  and 
kind  as  to  furniih  me  whh  provifions,  and  fee  mei 
on  board.  I  was  a  month  in  this  voyage  We  had 
one  violent  ftorm,  and  were  under  a  neceffity  cJ 
fleering  weftward  to  get  into  the  trade  wind,  which 
holds  for  above  ilxty  leagues.  On  the  21  ft  of  April 
1708,  we  failed  into  the  river  of  Clumegnig,  which 
is  a  fea-port  town  at  the  fouth-eafi:  point  of  Lugg- 
Jiagg.  We  caft  anchor  within  a  league  of  the  town, 
and  made  a  fignal  for  a  pilot.  Two  of  them  came 
on  board  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  by  whom  we 
were  guided  between  certain  fhoals  and  rocks, 
which  are  very  dangerous  in  the  pafTage,  to  a  larg$ 
bafin,  where  a  fleet  may  ride  in  fafety  within  a  ca- 
ble's length  of  the  town  wall. 

Some  of  our  failors,  whether  out  of  treachery  01 
inadvertence,  had  informed  the  pilots  that  I  was  a 
Aranger  and  a  great  traveller  ;  whereof  thefe  gavfi 
notice  to  a  cuftom-houfe  officer,  by  whom  I  was 
examined  very  llriclly  upon  my  landing.  This  offi- 
cer fpoke  to  me  in  the  language  of  Balnibarbi, 
which  by  the  force  of  much  commerce  is  generally 
uncle rftood  in  that  town,  especially  by  feamen,  and 

thoJe 
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thofe  employed  in  the  cuftoms.  I  gave  him  a  fhorr 
account  of  fome  particulars,  and  made  my  ftory  as 
plauiible  and  confident  as  I  could  ;  but  I  thought 
it  neceflary  to  diiguife  my  country,  and  call  myfelf 
an  Hollander,  becaufe  my  intentions  were  for  Ja- 
pan, and  I  knew  the  Dutch  were  the  only  Europe- 
ans permitted  to  enter  into  that  kingdom.  I  there- 
fore rold  the  officer,  that  having  been  fhipwreckect 
on  the  coaft  of  Balnibnrbi,  and  caft  on  a  rock,  I 
was  received  up  into  Laputa,  or  the  flying  iflano, 
(of  which  he  had  often  heard,)  and  was  now  endea- 
vouring to  get  to  Japan,  from  whence  I  might  find 
a  convenience  of  returning  to  my  own  country. 
The  officer  faid,  I  mull  be  confined  till  he  could 
receive  orders  from  court,  for  which  he  would 
write  immediately,  and  hoped  to  receive  an  anfwer 
'in  a  fortnight.  I  was  carried  to  a  convenient  lodg- 
ing with  a  centry  placed  at  the  door;  however,  I 
had  the  liberty  of  a  large  garden,  and  was  treated 
with  humanity  enough,  being  maintained  all  the 
time  at  the  King's  charge.  I  was  invited  by  fevers  i 
perfons,  chiefly  out  of  curiofity.  becaufe  it  was  re- 
ported that  I  came  from  countries  very  remote^  o£ 
which  they  had  never  heard. 

I  hired  a  young  man,  who  came  in  the  fame  fhip, 
•  to  be  an  interpreter  :  he  was  a  native  of  Luggnagg 
:  but  had  lived  forne  years  at  Maldonada,  and  was  a 
ii  aer feet  matter  of  both  languages.  By  his  afliftance 
:  I  was  able  to  hold  a  converiation  with  thofe  who 
:•  :ame  to  vifit  me  ;  but  this  conilfted  only  of  their 
}uefHons  and  my  anlwers. 

The  difpatch  came  from  court  about  the  time  we- 
jitxpec^ed.     It  contained   a  warrant  for  conducting 
^iiie  and  my  retinue  to  Traldragciubh.  or  TrilcH-og- 
.;,  Irib,  for  it  is  pronounced  both  ways,   as  near  as  I 
;i  an  remember,  by  a   party  of  ten  horfe.     All  my 
:|  eiinue  was  that  poor  lad  for  an  interpreter,  whora. 
f  perfuaded  into  my  fervice,  and  at  my  humble  re- 
rjludt  we  had  each  of  us  a  mule  to  ride  on.     A. 

N  3  niefTeng 
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ineffcnger  was  difpatched  half  a  day's  journey  be- 
fore us  10  give  the  King  notice  of:  my  approach, 
and  to   defire  that  his  Majefty  would    pleafe  to   ap- 
point a  day  and  hour,   when  it  would  be  his  graci- 
ous pleafure,   that   J  might  have  the  honour  to  lick 
the  dujl  before  his  foot/tod.     This  is  the  court  ftyle, 
nnd  I  found  it  to  be  more  than  matter  of  form. 
For,   upon  my  admittance  two  days   after  my  arri- 
val, I  was  commanded  to  crawl  upon  my  belly,  and 
lick  the  floor  as  I  advanced  ;  but,   on   a-ccount  of 
my  being  a  ftranger,  care  was  taken  to  have  it  made 
fo  clean,  that  the  du-ft  was  not  offenfive.    However, 
this  was  a  peculiar  grace,   not  allowed  to  any  but 
perfons  of  the   higheft  rank,  when  they  defire  an 
admittance.     Nay,   fometimes  the  floor  is  ftrewed 
with  duft  on  purpofe,  when  the  perfon   to   be   ad- 
mitted happens  to  have  powerful  enemies  at  court 
And   I  have  ieen    a   great   lord  with  his  mouth  fa 
crammed,  that,  when  he  had  crept  to  the  proper 
diftance  from  the  throne,  he  was  not  able  to  fpealc 
a  word.     Neither  is  there  any  remedy  ;   becaufe  it 
5s  capital  for  tliofe  who  receive  an  audience,  to  fpic 
or  wipe   their   mouths    in   his   Majefty's   prefence. 
There  is  indeed  another  cuftom  which  I  cannot  al- 
together approve  of;  when  the   king  hath  a  mind 
to  put  any  of  his  nobles  to  death  in  a  gentle,  indul- 
gent manner,  he  commands  the  floor  to  be  ftrewed 
with  a  certain  brown  powder  of  a  deadly  compofition, 
which  being  licked  up  infallibly  kills  him  in  twenty- 
four  hours.     But,   in  juftice  to  this  prince's  great 
demency,  and  the  care  he  hath  of  his  fubjec'ts  lives, 
(wherein  it  were  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  mo- 
narchs  of  Europe  would   imitate  him)   it  muft  be 
mentioned  for  his   honour,  that  ftricl  orders  are 
i^iven  to  have  the   infected  parts   of   the  floor  well 
\valhtd   after  every  fuch   execution  ;   which   if  his 

«> 

domeitics  neglect,  they  are  in  danger  of  incurring 
his  royal  di (pleafure,  I  myfelf  heard  him  give  di- 
rections, that  one  of  his  pages  fhould  be  whipt, 

whofc 
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whofe  turn  it  was  to  give  notice  about  wafhing  the 
floor  after  an  execution,  but  malicioufly  had  emit- 
ted it,  by  which  neglect  a  young  lord  of  great 
hopes  coming  to  an  audience  was  unfortunately 
poiibned,  although  the  King  at  that  time  had  no 
defign  againir,  his  life.  But  this  good  prince  was 
fo  gracious  as  to  forgive  the  poor  page  his  whipping, 
upon  promife  that  he  would  do  fo  no  more  without 
fpecial  orders. 

To  return  from  this  digreffion  ;  when  I  had 
crept  within  four  yards  of  the  throne,  I  raifcd  my- 
fclf  gently  upon  my  knees,  and  then,  ftriking  my 
forehead  feven  times  againft  the  ground,  I  pro- 
nounced the  following  words,  as  they  had  been 
taught  me  the  night  before,  Ickpling  gloffthrobb  fquut 
fttrumm  blb'iop  mlajbnalt  ziuin  tnodbaikuffh  fliopbad 
gurdiubh  afbt*  1  his  is  the  compliment  eftablifhed 
by  the  laws  of  the  land  for  all  perfons  admitted  ta 
the  King's  prefence.  It  may  be  rendered  into  Eng- 
lifh  thus :  May  your  eceleftial  Majefly  outlive  the  fun , 
eleven  moons  and  a  half.  To  this  the  King  returned 
fame  anlwer,  which  although  I  could  not  under- 
ftand,  yet  i  replied  as  I  had  been  directed  :  flute 
drin  yctlerick  dwuidom  praftrad  mirpujb,  which  pro- 
perly iignifies,  my  tongue  is  in  the  mouth  of  my  friend; 
and  by  this  expreffion  was  meant,  that  I  delired 
leave  to  bring  my  interpreter  \  whereupon  the  young, 
man  already  mentioned  was  accordingly  introduced, 
by  whofe  intervention  I  anfwered  as  many  qutftions 
as  his  jVlajefty  could  put  in  above  an  hour.  I  fpoke 
in  the  Balnibarbian  tongue,  and  my  interpreter  de- 
livered my  meaning  in  that  of  Loggnagg 

The  King  was  much  delighted  with  my  company, 
and  ordered  his  BlifTmarklub,  .or  high  chamberlain, 
to  appoint  a  lodging  in  the  court  for  me  and  my 
interpreter,  with  a  daily  allowance  for  my  table, 
and  a  large  purfe  of  gold  for  my  common  expences, 

I  flayed  three  months  in  this  country  out  of  per- 
feft  obedience,  to  his  Majefty,  who  ,was  pleafed 

highly 
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highly  to  favour  me,  and  made  me  very  honoura- 
ble offers.  But  I  thought  it  more  confident  with 
prudence  and  juftice  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  my 
days  with  my  wife  and  family. 


C  H  A  PI      X. 

The  Luggnuggians  commended.     A  particular  defer  ip-  \ 
iion  of  the  Struldbrugs^  with  many  converfations 
between  the  author  and  fame  eminent  gerfons  upon 
that  fubjefl. 

THE  Luggnuggians  are  a  polite  and  generous 
people  j  and  although  ihey  are  not  without 
fume  (hare  of  that  pride,  which  is  peculiar  to  all 
eaftern  countries,  yet  they  (hew  themfelvts  courte- 
ous  to  ftrangers,  efpecially  fuch  who  are  counte- 
nanced by  the  court.  1  had  many  acquaintance 
among  perfons  of  the  beft  fafiiion,  and  being  al- 
ways attended  by  my  interpreter,  the  converfation 
xve  had  was  not  difagreeable. 

One  day,,  in  much  good  company,  I  was  aflced 
by  a  perfon  of  quality,  whether  I  had  feen  any  of 
their  Struldbrugs  or  immortals.  I  faid3  I  had  not; 
and  delired  he  woulclexplain  to  me,  what  he  meant 
by  iuch  an  appellation  applied,  to  a  mortal  creature. 
*  He  told  me,  that  fome  times,  though  very  rarely, 
a  child  happened  to  be  born  in  a  family  with  a  red 

circular 


«  The  defcription  of  the  Struldhrugs  is  an  inftru<ftive  piece  ofmo- 
y.  For  if  we  conftder  it  in  a  ferious  light,  it  tends  to  reconcile  us 
to  our  final  difToluticm,  De-aih,  when  fet  in  contraft  to  the  immor- 
tality of  the  Scrulubi  ngt,  i a  no  longer  the  king  of •:  terrors  :  ha  loieS 
his  ft  ing  '-,  he  appears  to  us  as  a  friend,  and  we  chearfully  obey  his 
lummons,  becauft:  it  brings  certain  relief  to  the  greateft  mi-feries.  It 
is  in  this  description,  that  Swift  fhines  in  a  particular  man,  er.  He 
probably  felt  in  himfeif  the  effecls  of  approaching  age,  and  tacitly 

dreaded 
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circular  fpot  in  the  forehead  directly  over  the  left 
eye- brow,  which  was  an  infallible  mark,  that  it 
iliould  never  die.  The  (pot,  as  he  defcribed  it,  was 
about  the  compafs  of  a  filver  three  pence,  but  hi 
the  courfe  of  time  grew  larger,  and  changed  its  co- 
lour;  for  at  twelve  years  old  it  became  green,  fo 
continued  till  five  and  twenty,  then  turned  to  a 
tleep  blue  ;  at  five  and  forty  it  grew  coal  black,  and 
as  large  as  an  Englifh  Shilling  ;  but  never  admitted 
any  farther  alteration.  He  laid,  thefe  births  were 
ib  rare,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  could  be  above 
eleven  hundred  Struldbruggs  of  both  fexes  in  the 
whole  kingdom,  of  which  he  computed  about  fifty 
^n  the  metropolis,  and  among  the  reft  a  young  girl 
born  about  three  years  ago  :  that  thefe  productions 


dreaded  that  period  of  life,  in  which  he  might  become  a  reprefenta- 
tive  of  thofe  rr.iferable  immartalr.  His  apprehenfions  were  unfortu- 
nately fulfilled.  He  lived  to  be  the  moft  mehncholy  fight  that  w;s  ever 
beheld,  Yet,  even  in  that  condition,  he  continued  to  infirucr,  by 
appearing  a  providential  inftance  to  mortify  the  vanity  which  is  too 
apt  to  acife  in  the  human  bread.  Our  li.e  cannot  be  pronounced 
happy,  till  the  laft  fcene  is  clcfed  with  cafe  and  resignation  j  the  mind 
Ai!l  continuing  to  preferve  its  ufual  d  gnity,  r.nc  falling  into  ihe  arms 
ot  death,  as  a  wearied  traveller  finks  into  ieft.  This  is  that  Eulha- 
nafia  which  .Auguflus  often  def;red,  which  Antoninus  Pius  enjoyed, 
an;l  for  which  every  wife  man  will  pray.  Grrety. 

Gulliver's  account  of  ;he  S:rnldbrugs  is  the  fined  lecture  that  ever 
was  conceived  by  any  moital  man,  to  reconcile  poor  tJttering  crea- 
tures unco  a  chearful  refignation  of  this  wretched  life,  and  ptrfeclJy 
agreeable  to  that  feniiment  of  the  infpired  prophet:,  "  The  days  of 
"  our  life  are  threefcore  years  and  ten ;  and  though  men  be  fo  ftrung, 
"  that  they  live  to  fourfcore  years  j  yet  is  their  life  then  but  labour 
"  and  forrow."  Thefe  difpenf.tions  of  the  Almighty,  which  are 
frequently  the  concomitants  of  old  age,  Dr.  Swifr,  thioughouc  his 
whole  life,  conftantly  appiehendrd,  from  fome  pecvrliar  infirmities 
attending  his  habit  of  body,  we uld  feize  upon  him  at  laft.  Thefe 
Lord  Orrery,  without  any  fort  of  hefitation,  roundly  afierts  to  be  th.e 
avenging  judgements  or  God,  as  if  he  had  been  let  into  the  f^cret  by 
fome  particular  revelation.  But,  inftead  of  infolting  the  afhes  of  Ib 
bright  a  g  nius  with  the  infirmities  of  his  latter  days,  and  comparing 
him  to  one  of  his  own  btruldbrugs,  we  fhouli  enceavour  to  inflame 
our  fculs  by  catching  fire  and  ipiiir,  nn-1  patribtifm  f/um  his  inimita- 
ble writings  5  and  filent'.y  confeis  the  ways  of  Gcd  to  be  infcrutable, 
anJ  his  judgements  paft  fio^ing  out,  S-uif:. 

v/ere 
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were  not  peculiar  to  any  family,  but  a  meer  efFec* 
of  chance;  and  the  children  of  the  Struldbrug 
themfelves  were  equally  mortal  with  the  reft  of  th« 
people. 

I  freely  own   myfclf  to  have  been    ftruck  wltll 
inexpreilible  delight   upon    hearing   this   account 
and  the  perfon,  who  gave  it  me,   happening  to  un 
dcrftand  the  Balnibarbian  language,   which  I  fpokJ 
very  well,  I  could   not  forbear   breaking   out   intd 
exprefiions  perhaps  a  little  too  extravagant.  I  crietl 
out,  as  in   a   rapture,  Happy  nation,   where   even! 
child  hath  at  leaft   a   chance    for  being  immortal  | 
happy  people,  who  enjoy  fo  many  living  example, 
of  ancient  virtue,  and  have  mafters  ready  to  inftrufj 
them  in  the  wifdom  of  all  former  ages  !   but,  hap- 1 
pidt   beyond    all    comparison    are    thofe   extellen 
Struldbrugs,  who  being  born  exempt  from  that  u  ; 
niverfal    calamity    of   human    nature,    have    theii 
minds  free  and  difengaged,  without  the  weight  anc 
depreffion  of  fpirils  cauied  by  the  continual  appre- 
henfion  of  death.  I  difcovered  my  admiration,  tha'  | 
I  had  not  obferved  any  of  thefe  iiluftrious  pei  fon< 
at  court  4  the   black  fpot   on  the  forehead  being  fc  ] 
remarkable  a  diftincYion,  that  I  could  not  have  ea- 
fily  overlooked  it:   and   it  was  impcffible  that  hisl 
Majefty,  a  mod  judicious  prince,  ihould  not  pro- 
vide himfelf  with  a  good  number  of  fuch  wife  and 
able  couufellors.     Yet  perhaps  the  virtue  of  thofe 
reverend  fages  was  too  ft  rift  for  the  corrupt  and 
libertine  manners  of  a  court.     And  we  often  find 
by  experience,  that  young  men  are  too  opinionative 
and  volatile  to  be  glided  by  the  fober  dictates  of 
their  feniors.   However,  fince  the  King  was  pleafed 
to  allow  me  accefs   to  his  royal  peribn,  I  was  re- 
folved,  upon  the  very  firft  occafion,  to  deliver  my 
opinion  to  him  on  this  matter  freely  and  at  large  by 
the  help  of  my  interpreter;  and  whether  he  would 
pleaie  to  take  my  advice  or  no,  yet  in  one  thing  I 
was  determined,  that,  his  Majefty'having  frequently 

offered 
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offered  me  an  eftablifhment  in  this  country,  I 
would  with  great  thankfulnefs  accept  the  favour, 
and  pafs  my  life  here  in  the  conversation  of  thofe 
fuperior  be'nigs,  the  Struldbrugs,  if  they  would 
pleafe  to  admit  me. 

The  gentleman,  to  whom  I  addreiled  my  dif- 
courfe,  becaufe  (as  I  have  already  obferved,)  he 
fpoke  the  language  of  Balnibarbi,  faid  to  me  with 
a  fort  of  a  fmile,  which  uiually  arifeth  from  pity  to 
the  ignorant,  that  he  was  glad  of  any  occafion  to 
keep  me  among  them,  and  defired  my  permrffion  to 
explain  to  the  company  what  1  had  (poke.  He  did 
fo,  and  they  talked  together  for  fome  time  in  their 

«  C> 

own  language,  whereof  I  understood  not  a  fyllable, 
neither  could  I  obferve  by  their  countenances, 
what  impreflion  my  difcourfe  had  made  on  them. 
After  a  fhort  filence  the  fame  perfon  told  me,  that 
his  friends  and  mine  (fo  he  thought  fit  to  expreis 
himfelf,)  were  very  much  pleafed  with  the  judicious 
remarks  I  had  made  on  the  great  happinefs  and  ad- 
vantages of  immortal  life,  and  they  were  defirous 
:o  know,  in  a  particular  manner,  what  fcheme  of 
iving  I  fhould  have  formed  to  myfelf,  if  it  had 
:  rallen  to  my  lot  to  have  been  born  a  Struldbrug. 

I  anfvvercd,  it  was  eafy  to  be  eloquent  on  lo  co- 
pious and  delightful  a  fubject,  efpecially  to  me,  who 
lad  been  often  apt  to  amufe  myfelf  with  vifions  of 
vhat  I  fliould  do,  if  I  were  a  king,  a  general,  or 
i  great  lord  :  and,  upon  this  very  cafe,  I  had  fre- 
quently run  over  the  whole  fyftem  how  I  fhould 
:mploy  myfelf,  and  pafs  the  time,  if  I  were  lure  to 
•ive  for  ever. 

That,  if  it  had  been  my  good  fortune  to  come 
nto  the  world  a  Struldbrug,  as  loon  as  I  could 
lifcover  my  own  happinefs  by  understanding  the 
Difference  between  life  and  death,  I  would  fir  ft  re- 
olve  by  all  arts  and  methods  whatfoever  to  procure 
nyfelf  riches.  In  the  purfuit  of  which  by  thrift 
ud  management,  I  might  reafonably  expect  in 

about 
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about  two  hundred  years  to  be  the  wealthieft  man 
in  the  kingdom.  In  die  fecond  place,  I  uould 
from  my  earlicft  youth  apply  myfelf  to  the  ftudy  of 
arts  and  ici&Rces,  by  which  I  fliouid  arrive  in  time 
to  excel  all  others  in  learning.  Laftly,  I  would 
carefully  record  every  action  and  event  of  confe- 
quence  that  happened  in  the  public,  impartially 
draw  the  characters  of  the  feveral  fucceffions  ot 
princes  and  great  minifters  of  ftate,  with  my  own 
obfervations  on  every  point.  I  would  exactly  let 
down  the  feveral  changes  in  cuftoms,  language,  fa- 
fhions  of  drefs,  diet  and  diverfions.  By  all  which 
•acquirments  1  fliould  be  a  living  treafury  of  know- 
ledge and  wifdom,  and  certainly  become  the  oracle 
of  the  nation. 

I  would  never  marry  after  threefcore,  but  live  in 
an  hofpitable  manner,  yet  frill  on  the  faving  fide. 
I  would  entertain  myfelf  in  forming  and  directing 
the  minds  of  hopeful  young  men,  by  convincing 
them  from  my  own  remembrance,  experience,  and 
obfervation,  fortified  by  numerous  examples,  o"f 
the  ufefulnefs  of  virtue  in  public  and  private  life. 
But  my  choice  and  conftant  companions  (hould  be 
a  fet  of  my  own  immortal  brotherhood,  among 
whom  I  would  elect  a  dozen  from  the  mod  ancient 
down  to  my  own  contemporaries.  Where  any  of 
tiiefe  wanted  fortunes,  I  would  provide  them  with 
convenient  lodges  round  my  own  eflate,  and  have 
fome  of  them  always  at  my  table,  only  mingling  a 
few  of  the  molt  valuable  amon^  you  mortals,  whom 

O   • 

length  of  time  would  harden  me  to  lofe  with  little 
or  no  reluctance,  and  treat  your  pofterity  afrer  the 
fame  manner;  jiut  as  a  man  diverts  himfelf  with 
the  annual  fucceffion  of  pinks  and  tulips  in  his 
garden,  without  regretting  the  lofs  of  thole,  which 
withered  the  preceding  year. 

Thcfe   Siruld'Drugs   and   I  would  mutually  com- 
municate our  obftrvations  and  memorials  througli 

the  courfe  of  time,  remark  the  feveral  gradations 

*  -~ 
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by  which  corruption  fteals  into  the  world,  and  op- 
pofe  it  in  every  ftep  by  giving  perpetual  warning 
and  inftrudtion  to  mankind ;  which,  added  to  the 
ftrong  influence  of  our  own  example,  would  pro- 
bably prevent  that  continual  degeneracy  of  human, 
nature  fo  juftly  complained  of  in  all  ages. 

Add  to  all  this  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  various 
revolutions  of  ftates  and  empires  ;  the  changes  in 
the  lower  and  upper  world  ;  ancient  cities  in  ruins, 
and  obfcure  villages  become  the  feats  of  kings ;  fa- 
mous rivers  leflening  into  fhallow  brooks;  the  oce- 
an leaving  one  coaft  dry,  and  overwhelming  ano- 
ther ;  the  difcovery  of  many  countries  yet  unknown; 
barbarity  over-running  the  politeft  nations,  and  the 
moft  barbarous  become  civilized.  I  fihould  then  fee 
the  difcovery  of  the  longitude,  the  perpetual  mo- 
tion, the  univerfal  medicine,  and  many  other  great 
!  inventions  brought  to  the  utrroft  perfection. 

What  wonderful  difcoveries  {hould  we  make  in 
aftronomy  by  out-living  and  confirming  our  own 
predictions,  by  obferving  the  progrefs  and  returns 
of  comets,  with  the  changes  of  motion  in  the  fun, 
moon,  and  ftars. 

I  enlarged  upon  many  other  topics,  which  the  na- 
tural delire  of  endlefs  life  and  fublunary  happineis 
could  eafily  furnifti  me  with.  When  I  had  ended, 
and  the  fum  of  my  difcourfe  had  been  interpreted, 
as  before,  to  the  reft  of  the  company,  there  was  a 
I  good  deal  of  talk  among  them  in  the  language  of 
the  country,  not  without  fome  laughter  at  my  ex- 
pence.  At  laft  the  fame  gentleman,  who  had  been 
;my  interpreter,  faid  he  was  defired  by  the  reft  to 
fct  me  right  in  a  few  miftakes,  which  I  had  fallen 
into  through  the  common  imbecillity  of  human 
nature,  and  upon  that  allowance  was  Ids  anfwera- 
ble  for  them.  That  this  breed  of  Struldbrugs  was 
peculiar  to  their  country,  for  there  were  no  fnch 
people  either  in  Balnibarbi,  or  Japan,  where  he 
'had  the  honour  to  be  ambafiador  from  his  Majefty, 

VoL.V.  O  and 
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and  found  the  natives  in  both  thofe  kingdoms  very 
hard  to   believe,  that  the  fact  was  poffibie  ;  and  it 
appeared    from    my   aftonifhment,    when   he  firft 
mentioned  the  matter  to  me,  that  I  received  it  as  a 
thing  wholly  new,  and  fcarcelyto  be  credited.  Thai 
in  the  two  kingdoms  above  mentioned,  where  dur. 
Ing  his  refidence  he  had  converfed  very  much,  ht 
obferved  long  life  to  be  the  univerfal  defire  and  wid 
of  mankind.     That  whoever  had  one   foot  in   the 
grave,  was  fure  to  hold  back  the  other  as  ftrongiyi 
as   he   could.     That  the  oldeft  had   ftill  hopes  t>3 
living  one  day  longer,  and  looked  on  death  as  the! 
greateft  evil,  from  which  Nature  always  prompted 
him  to  retreat  ;  only  in  this  ifland  of  Luggnagg  the ; 
appetite  for  Jiving  was  not  fo  eager,  from  the  con-1) 
tinuai  example   of    the   Struldbrugs    before    theii ! 
eyes. 

That  the  fyftem  of  living  contrived  by  me  was! 
unreasonable  and  unjuft  ;    becaufe  it  fuppofed  i  ! 
perpetuity  of  youth,  health,  and  vigour,  which  m 
man  could  be  ib  fooliih  to  hope,  however  extrava- 
gant be  may  be  in  hi*  wifhes*.     That  the  qucftiorl 
therefore  was  not,   whether  a  man  wou:d  chufe  tc 
be  always  in   the   prime  of  youth,    attended  with 
profperity  and  health  j  but  how  he  would  pafs  i 
perpetual    life   under   all   the  ufual  difadvantages- 
which  old  age  brings  along  with  it.      For  although 
few  men  will  avow  their  defire s  of  being  immortal 
upon  fuch  hard  conditions,  yet  in  the  two  king- 
doms before  mentioned,  of  Balnibari  and  Japan, 
he  obferved  that  every  man  defired  to  put  off  cleatb 
for  fome  time  longer,  let  it  approach  ever  fo  late ; 

*  To  this  it  may  poffibly  be  objecled,  That  the  perpetuity  of  youth 
health,  and  vigour,  would  be  lei's  a  prodigy  than  the  petpetuity  o1 
life  in  a  body  fubjt(fr,to  gradual  deiay,  and  might  theiefoie  he  hopec 
\vithout  greater  ex:rav3gance  of  foliy.  But  the  lenument  here  ex 
prefled,  is  that  of  a  being  to  whom  immortality,  though  not  pei.petua 
youth,  was  familiar  j  and  in  whom  the  wifh  of  perpetual  youth  on!) 
would  have  been  extravagant,  becaule  that  only  Appeared  from  fads  i 
to  be  iropofiible, 

anc 
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and  he  rarely  heard  of  any  man  who  died  wi  ling- 
ly,  except  he  were  incited  by  the  extremity  of  grief 
or  torture.  And  he  appealed  to  me,  whether,  in 
thofe  countries  I  had  travelled,  as  well  as  my  own, 
I  held  not  obferved  the  fams  general  difpofition  f . 

After  this  preface  he  gave  me  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  Scr.udbrugs  among  them.  He  faici, 
they  commonly  acled  like  mortals,  till  about  thirty 
years  old,  after  whica  by  degrees  they  grew  melan- 
choly and  dejected,  encreafing  in  both  till  they 
came  to  fourfcore.  This  he  learned  from  their  own 
confcilijn  ;  for  other  .vile,  there  not  being  above 
two  or  three  of  that  fpecies  born  in  an  age,  they 
were  too  few  to  form  a  general  obfervation  by. 
When  they  came  to  fourfcore  years,  which  is  rec- 
koned the  extremity  of  living  in  this  country,  they 
had  not  only  all  the  follies  and  infirmities  of  other 
old  men,  but  nmny  more,  which  arol'e  from  the 
dreadful  profpect  of  never  dying.  They  were  noc 
only  opinionative,  peeviih,  covetous,  morofe,  vain, 
talkative  ;  but  incapable  of  friendship,  and  dead  to 
ail  natural  affection,  which  never  defcended  below 
their  grand-children.  Envy  and  impotent  deiires 
are  their  prevailing  paffions.  But  thofe  objects,  a- 
gainft  which  their  envy  feems  principally  diredted, 
are  the  vices  of  the  younger  fort,  and  the  deaths  of 
the  old.  By  reflecting  on  the  former  they  find 

-f  If  it  be  fa:d,  thit  although  the  felly  of  defiring  life  to  be  pro* 
longed  uncier  the  difadvamages  of  old  a^e.  is  here  finely  expofed  j 
yet  the  d^fire  of  terrfftrial  immortality  upon  terms,  on  which  aione, 
10  the  n-4-Ure  of  things,  it  is  pofiible,  a^  exempaon  from  diieafc,  ac- 
cident and  decay,  is  tacitly  allowed  :  It  m<rv  be  amuered,  that  as  we 
grow  old  by  imperceptible  degrees,  fo  for  che  moft  part  we  gr>w  old 
without  repining,  and  every  man  is  ready  to  profefs  himfelf  willing 
to  die,  when  ht  thail  be  overtaken  by  the  decrepirurie  of  age  in  foras 
future  peri,  d  ;  vet  when  every  other  eye  fees  that  period  is  arrived,  he 
is  ihll  tenacious  of  life,  and  murmurs  at  the  corviition  upon  which 
he  received  his  exirtence.  To  reconcile  old  age  therefore  to  the 
t.-ioughts  of  a  diflblu^ion,  appears  to  be  all  that  v.-as  niCiilary  in  a 
moral  y.rittrr  for  r>ra<f 
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themfelves  cut  off  from  all  poffibility  of  pleafure  ; 
and  whenever  they  fee  a  funeral,  they  lament  and 
repine  that  others  are  gone  to  an  harbour  of  reft, 
to  which  they  themfelves  never  can  hope  to  arrive. 
They  have  no  remembrance  of  any  thing,  but  what 
they  learned  and  obferved  in  their  youth  and  mid- 
le  age,  and  even  that  is  very  imperfect.  And  for 
the  truth  or  particulars  of  any  fa  ft  it  is  fafer  to  de-  ; 
pend  on  common  tradition,  than  upon  their  beft  re-  < 
collections.  The  leaft  miferable  among  them  ap- 
pear to  be  thofe,  who  turn  to  dotage,  and  entirely 
lofe  their  memories;  thefe  meet  with  more  pity  and 
aiiiftance,  becaufe  they  want  many  bad  qualities 
which  abound  in  others. 

If  a  Struldbrug  happen  to  marry  one  of  his  own  ' 
kind,  the    marriage   is    difiblved  of  courfe  by  the 
courteiy  of  the  kingdom,   as  foon  as  the  younger  ' 
of   the  two  comes  to  be  fourfcore.     For  the  law 
thinks  it  a  reafonable   indulgence  that  thofe,    who 
are  condemned  without  any  fault  of  their  own  to 
a  perpetual    continuance  in   the  world,  Ihould  not 
have  their  mifery  doubled  by  the  load  of  a  wife. 

As  foon  as  they  have  compleated  the  term  of 
eighty  years,  they  are  looked  on  as  dead  in  law  ; 
their  heirs  immediately  fucceed  to  their  eftates,  only 
a  fmall  pittance  is  rcferved  for  their  fupport  ;  and 
the  poor  ones  are  maintained  at  the  public  charge. 
After  that  period  they  are  held  incapable  of  any 
emoloyment  of  truft  or  profit ;  they  cannot  pur- 
chafe  lands  or  take  leafes  ;  neither  are  they  allow- 
ed to  be  wimeifcs  in  any  caule,  either  civil  or  cri- 
minal, not  even  for  the  decifion  of  meers  and 
bounds. 

At  ninety  they  lofe  their  teeth  and  hair  ;  they 
have  at  that  age  no  diftinclion  of  tafte,  but  eat  and 
drink  whatever  they  can  get  without  relifh  or  appe- 
tite. The  difeafcs  they  were  fubject  to  ftill  conti- 
nue, without  encreafing  or  diminifhing.  In  talk- 
ing they  forget  the  common  appellation  of  things, 

and 
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and  the  names  of  perlbns,  even  of  thofe  who  are 
their  neareft  friends  and  relations.  For  the  lame 
re<ifon  they  never  can  amufe  themielves  with  read- 
ing, beca'jfe  their  memory  will  not  ferve  to  carry 
them  from  the  beginning  of  a  ientence  to  the  end, 
and  by  this  defect  they  are  deprived  of  the  only  en- 
tertainment, whereof  they  might  otherwife  be  -ca- 
pable. 

The  language  of  thi$  country  being  always  upon- 
the  flux,  the  Struldbrugs  of  one  age  do  not  under - 
ftand  thofe  of  another ;   neither  are  they  able  after 
two    hundred  years  to  hold  any  converfation  (far- 
ther than  by  a  few  general  words)  with  their  neigh- 
bours the  mortals  ;  and  thus  they  lie  under  the  dif- 
adviitage   of    living   like    foreigners    in  their  owa* 
country. 

This  was  the  account  given  me  of  the  StruldbrugJ, 
as  near  as  I  can  remember.  I  afterwards  faw  five 
or  fix  of  different  ages,  the  youngeft  not  above 
two  hundred  years  old,  who  were  brought  to  me 

»  " 

at  ieveral  times  by  fome  of  my  friends;  but  al- 
though they  were  told  that  I  was  a  great  traveller 
and  had  teen  all  the  world,  they  had  not  the  leair 
curiofity  to  ask  me  a  quellion ;  only  deflred  I  would 
give  thzmjlumjkudqft,  or  a  token  of  remembrance  : 
which  is  a  modeft  way  of  begging,  to  avoid  the  law, 
that  ftriclly  forbids  it,  becaufe  they  are  provided 
for  by  the  public,  although  indeed  with  a  very 
fcanty  allowance. 

They  are  defpifed  and  hated  by  all  forts  of  peo- 
ple ;  when  one  of  rhem   is   born,  it  is  reckoned  o- 
minous,  and  their  birth  is  recorded  very  particular- 
y  ;  fo  that  you  may  know  their  age  by  confulting 
heregifter  ;  which  however  hath  not  been  kept  a- 
)ove  a  thoufand  years  paft,  or  at  lead   hath    been 
Jeftroyed  by  time  or  public  diftuibances.     But  the 
ifual  way  of  computing  how  old  they  are,  is,  by 
ilking   them  what  kings  or  great  perfons  they  cm 
•emember,    and  then  confulting  hiftory  j    for  in- 

O  3  faillbiy 
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the  laft  prince   in  their  mind  did  not  begin 
his  reign  after  they  were  fourfcore  years  old. 

They  were  the  moil  mortifying  fight  I  ever  be- 
held i  and  the  women  more  horrible  than  the  men. 
Ikfides  the  ufual  deformities  in  extreme  old  age, 
they  acquired  an  additional  ghaftlinefs  in  propor- 
tion to  their  number  of  years,  which  is  not  to  be- 
defcribed ;  and,  among  half  a  dozen,  I  foon  dif- 
tinguiihcd  which  was  the  eldeft,  although  there 
was  not  above  a  century  or  two  between  them. 

The  reader  will  ealily  believe,  that  from  what  I 
had  heard  and  feen,  my  keen  appetite  for  perpetu- 
ity of  life  was  much  abated.  I  grew  heartily  afham- 
ed  of  the  pleafing  viiions  I  had  formed  ;  and  thought 
no  tyrant  could  invent  a  death,  into  which  I  could 
not  run  with  pleafure  from  fuch  a  life.  The  king 
heard  of  all  that  had  pafTed  between  me  and  my 
friends  upon  this  occafion,  and  rallied  me  very  plea- 
fantly  ;  wifhingl  could  fend  a  couple  of  Struldbrugs 
to  my  own  country  to  arm  our  people  againft  the 
fear  of  death  *,  but  this  it  feems  is  forbidden  by 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  or  elfe  J 
fhould  have  been  well  content  with  the  trouble  and 
txpence  of  tranfporting  them. 

I  could  not  but  agree,  that  the  laws  of  this  king- 
dom relating  to  the  Struldbrugs  were  foundedupon 
the  ftrongeft  realbns,  and  fuch  as  any  other  coun- 
try would  be  under  the  neceffiry  of  enacting  in  the 
like  circumftances.  Ocherwife,  as  avarice  is  the 
neceiTary  coniequent  of  old  age,  thofe  immortals 
would  in  time  become  proprietors  of  the  whole  na- 
tion, and  engrofs  the  civil  power;  which,  for  want 
of  abilities  to  manage,  mufl  end  in  the  ruin  of  the 
public. 

*  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  wholly  ufelefs  to  remark,  that  the  fighl 
•fa  Si.ru  Idbrug  would  no  ocherwiic  arm  thofe  agair.lt  the  fear  of  death 
who  have  no  hop;  beyond  it,  than  a  man  is  armed  againft  the  fear  o 
breaking  his  limbs  v\ko  jumps  out  of  a  window  when  his  houfe  i 

CHAP 
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CHAP.     XL 

Tie  author  leaves  Luggnagg,  and  fails  to  Japan. 
From  thence  be  returns  in  a  Dutch  Jbip  to  Am- 
ilerdam,  and f ram  Amfterdam  to  England. 

I  Thought  this  account  of  the  Struldbrugs  might 
be  lome  entertainment  to  the  reader,  becaufe  it 
i  feems  to  be  a  little  out  of  the  common  way  ;  atleaft 
;  I  do  not  remember  to  have  met  the  like  in  any  book 
of  travels,  that  hath  come  to  my  hands :  and  if  I 
'  am  deceived,  my  excufe  muft  be,  that  it  is  necefTa- 
j  ry  *  for  travellers,  who  defcribe  the  fame  country, 
;  very  often  to  agree  in  dwelling  on  the  fame  parti- 
i  culars,  without  deferving  the  cenfure  of  having  bor- 
i  rowed  or  tranfcribed  from  thole  who  wrote  before 
i  them. 

There  is  indeed  a  perpetual  commerce   between 
i  this  kingdom  and  the  great  empire  of  Japan  j  and 
it  is  very  probable,   that  the  Japanefe  authors  may 
;  have  given  fome  account  of  the  Struldbrugs  ;  but 
!  my  (lay  in  Japan  was  fo  ftiort,  and  i  was  fo  entire- 
ly a  ftranger  to  the  language,  that  I  was  not  qua- 
'.  lified  to  make  any  enquiries.    But  I  hope  the  Dutch 
;  upon  this  notice  will  be  curious  and  able  enough 
to  fupply  my  de feels. 

His  Majefty  having  often  prefled  me  to  accept 

fome  employment  in  his  court,  and  finding  me  ab- 

i  folutely  determined  to  return  to  my  native  country, 

was  pleafed  to  give  me  his  licence  to   depart,  arid 

*  The-wprd  neffffai-y  is  here  ufcd  in  the  fame  manner,  as  when  by 

the  idiom  of  our  language  it  means  convenient)  though  it  is  to  be  un- 

detftooi  in  its  proper  figiification.     «   Travellers  who  defcribe  the 

1  fame  country,  very  often  necefTirily  agree  in  dwelling  on  the  fame 

',  particulars,  and  therefore  do  not  c'ejeive  the  cenfure  of  having  bor- 

_**  rowed,  &V. 

i  honoured 
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honoured  me  with  a.  letter  of  recommendation  un- 
der his  own  hand  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan.     He 
likewife  prefented  me  with  four  hundred  forty- four  I; 
large  pieces  of  gold  (this  nation  delighting  in  even 
numbers)  and  a  red  diamond,  which  I  fold  in  Eng-j 
land  for  eleven  hundred  pounds. 

On  the  6th  day  of  May  1709,  I  took  a  folemn 
leave  of  his  Majefty  and  all  my  friends.  This  prince 
was  fo  gracious,  as  to  order  a  guard  to  conduct  me ; 
to  Glanguenftald,  which  is  a  royal  port  to  theS.W, 
part  of  the  ifland.  In  6  days  I  found  a  vefiel  ready  to  j: 
carry  me  to  Japan,  and  fpent  15  days  in  the  voyage,'. 
We  landed  at  a  fmall  port-town,  called  Xamofchi,  \ 
fituated  on  the  S.  E.  part  of  Japan  ;  the  town    lies  j 
on    the    weftern   point,  where  there   is    a  narrow 
ftreight  leading  northward  into  a  long  arm  of  the! 
fea,  upon  the  N.  W.  part  of  which,  Yedo  the  me- 1 
tropolis  ftands.     At  landing  I  ihewed  the  cuftom-  j| 
houfe  officers  my  letter  from  the  King  of  Luggnagg  I 
to  his  Imperial  Majefty.     They  knew  the  feal  per- 
fectly well ;    it  was  as  broad  as   the  palm  of  my  j 
hand.     The.  impreffion  was  A  King  lifting  up  a  lams  I 
beggar  from  the  earth.     The  magiftrates  of  the  town  j 
hearing  of  my  letter,  received  me  as  a  public  mini- 
fter  ;  they  provided  me  with  carriages  and  iervants, 
and  bore  my  charges  to  Yedo,  where  I  was  admit- 
ted to  an  audience,  and  delivered  my  letter,  which 
was  opened  with  great  ceremony,  and  explained  to 
the  Emperor  by  an  interpreter,  who  then  gave  me 
notice  by  his  Majefty 's  order,  that  I  fhould  Signify 
my  requeft,    and   whatever   it  were,  it  ihould  be 
granted  for  the  fake  of  his  royal  brother  of  Lugg- 
nagg.     This  interpreter  was  a  perfon  employed  to 
tranfact  affairs  with  the  Hollanders:  he  foon  con- 
jectured by  my  countenance,  that  I  was  an   Euro- 
pean,  and  therefore  repeated  his  Majefty's  com- 
mands in  Low-dutch,  which  he  fpoke  perfectly  well. 
I  anfwered  (as   I    had   before    determined)  that  I 
was  a  Dutch  merchant  fhipwrecked  ia  a  very  re- 
mote 
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mote  country,  from  whence  I  had  travelled  by  fea 
and  hind  to  Luggnagg,  and  then  took  fliipping  for  • 
Japan,  where  I  knew  my  countrymen  often  tratied, 
and  with  fome  of  thefe  I  hoped  to  get  an  opportu- 
nity of  returning  into  Europe :  I  therefore  moft 
humbly  intreated  his  royal  favour  to  give  order, 
that  I  ihould  be  conduced  in  fafety  to  Nangafac  : 
to  this  I  added  another  petition,  that  for  the  fake 
of  my  patron  the  king  of  Luggnagg,  his  Majefty 
would  condcfcend  to  excufe  my  performing  the  ce- 
remony impofed  on  my  countrymen,  of  trampling. 
upon  the  crucifix :  becaufe  1  had  been  thrown  into 
his  kingdom  by  my  misfortunes,  without  any  inten- 
tion of  trading.  When  this  latter  petition  was  in- 
terpreted to  the  Emperor,  he  feemed  a  little  fur- 
prized  ;  and  faid,  he  beiieved  I  was  the  firft  of  my 
countrymen,  who  ever  made  any  fcruple  in  this 
point ;  and  that  he  began  to  doubt,  whether  I  was 
i  real  Hollander  or  no;  but  rather  fufpected  I  muft 
be  a  chriftian.  However,  for  the  reafons  I  had 
offered,  but  chiefly  to  gratify  the  king  of  Luggnagg, 
3y  an  uncommon  mark  of  his  favour,  he  would 
:omply  with  the  iingularity  of  my  humour;  but  the 
affair  muft  be  managed  with  dexterity,  and  his  of- 
ficers fhould  he  commanded  to  let  me  pafs  as  it  were 
oy  forgetmlnefs,  For  he  aflured  me,,  that  if  the. 
ecret  ihould  be  discovered  by  my  countrymen  the 
Dutch,  they  would  cut  my  throat  in  the  voyage.  I. 
•eturned  my  thanks  by  the  interpreter  for  fo  un- 
ifual  a  favour  -T  and  fome  troops  being  at  that 
ime  on  their  march  to  Nangafac,  the  commanding 
;)fficer  had  orders  to  convey  me  fafe  thither,  with, 
particular  inftru£tions  about  the  bufinefs  of  tha 
:rucifix. 

On  the  pth  day  of  June,  17015,  I  arrived  at 
Nangafac  after  a  very  long  and  troublefome  jour- 
ley .  I  foon  fell  into  company  of  fome  Dutch  fa ilors 
>elonging  to  the  Amboyna  of  Amfterdam,  a  flout 
hip  of  450  tons.  I  had  long  lived  in  Holland,  pur- 

fuing 
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fuing  my  ftudies  at  Leyden,  and  I  fpoke  Dutch  well 
The  feamen  foon  knew  from  whence  I  came  laft;  the1 
were  curious  to  enquire  into  my  voyages  andcourf 
of  life.     I   made  up   a  (lory  as  ihort  and    probabl 
as  I  could,   but  concealed  the  greateft  part.  I  knev 
nviny  perfons   in  Holland  ;   I    was    able    to    inven 
nam^s  for  my  parents,  whom  I  pretended  to  be  ob 
feu  re  people  in    the  province    of    Guelderland.     11 
wouM    have    given,  the   captain    (one     I  heodoru 
Vangrult)  what  he  pieafed  to  afk  for  my  voyage  t< 
Holland;    but  understanding  I  was  a  iiirgeon,  h<' 
was  contented  to  take  half  the  ufual  rate,  on  con 
cJhion  that  I  would  ferve  him  in  the  way  of  my  cal 
ing.     Before  we  took  {hipping,  I  was  often  afkec , 
by  fome  of  the  crew,  whether  I  had  performed  ih< 
ceremony  above  mentioned  ?   I  evaded  the  queilior 
by  general  anfwers,  that  I  had  fatisfied  the  Ecnpe 
ror  and  court  in  all  particulars.     However,   a  ma 
licious  rogue  of  a  {kipper  went  to  an    officer,  anc 
pointing  to  me,  told  him,  I  had  not  yet  tramplec 
on  the  crucifix :  but  the  other,  who  had  received  in-  j 
ftrudtions  to  let  me  pafs,  gave    the    rafcal   twentj 
ftrokes  on  the  fhoutders   with   a   bamboo;    after 
which  I  was  no  more  troubled  with  fuch  queftions. 

Nothing  happened  worth  mentioning  in  this  voy- 
age. We  failed  with  a  fair  wind  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  where  we  {laid  only  to  take  in  frefh 
water.  On  the  loth  of  April  I"  10,  we  arrived  fafc 
at  Amfterdam,  having  loft  only  three  men  by  fick- 
nefs  in  the  voyage,  and  a  fourth  who  fell  from  the 
fore-maft  into  the  fea,  not  far  from  the  coaft  of 
Guiney.  From  Amfterdam  I  foon  after  fet  fail  for 
England  in  a  fmall  veflel  belonging  to  that  city. 

On  the  1 6th  of  April  we  put  in  at  the  Downs.  I 
landed  next  morning,  and  faw  once  more  my  na- 
tive country,  after  an  abfence  of  five  years  and  fix 
months  complete.  I  went  ftrait  to  RedrifF,  where 
I  arrived  the  fame  day,  at  two  in  the  afternoon, 
and  found  my  wife  and  family  in  good  health. 

TR  A- 
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CHAP.    I. 

77; e  author  fits  out  as  captain  ofajhip.    His  men  con- 

J'pire  again/1  him,  ccnjine  him  a  long  time  to  his  cab  - 

bin.      Set  him  on  fare  in  an  unknown  land.      He 

travels  up  into  the  country.  The  Yahoos,  a  ft  range 

Jsrt  of  animal,  defcribed.     The  author   meets  tiu& 

Houyhnhnms. 

Continued  at  home  with   my  wife    and  children 
about  five  months  in  a  very  happy  condition,  if 
could  have  learned  the  leflbn  of  knowing  when  I 
/as  wtll.     I  left  my  poor  wife  big  with  child,  and 
:cepted  an  advantageous  offer  made  me  to  be  cap- 
tain 

'•  Inthhlaftpart  of  his  imaginary  travels,   Swift   has  indulged  a 
ifanthropy  that  is  intolerable.     The  reprekntation    which   he  has 
venusof  human  nature,  muft  terrify,  and  even    debafe   the  mind 
the  reader  who  views  it.     His  fallies  of  wit  and  humour  lofe  a  1 
eir  force,  nothing  remaining  but  a  melancholy  and  diiagr.eabk  im- 
effion  :  we  are  difgufled,  not  entertained  ,  we  are  A<Kkeo,  not  in- 
J  by  the  fable.     I  Jhould  therefore  chufc  to  take  no  notice  of 

hi* 
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tain  of  the  Adventure,  a  ftout  merchant-man  o 
350  tuns  :  for  I  underftood  navigation  well,  ant 
being  grown  weary  of  a  furgeon's  employrnen 
at  fea,  \vhkh  however  I  could  exercife  upon  occa 

fion 


his  YAHOOS,  did!  not  think  it  necefTary  to  affert  the  vindication  ( 
human  nature,  and  thereby,  in  feme  meafnre,  to  pay  my  duty  to  tl 
great  Author  of  our  fpecies,  who  has  created  us  in  a  very  fearful,  ar 
a  very  wonderful  manner. 

We  are  ccmpofed  of  a  xnir.d,  and  of  a  body,  intimately  united,  ar 
mutually  affecting  each  other.      Their  operations  indeed  are  entire! , 
different.      Whether  the  immortal  fpirit,  that  enlivens  this  fine  m; 
chine,  is  originally  of  a  luperior  nature  in  various  bodies,  (which, 
own,  feems  moit  confident,   and  agreeable  to  the  fcale  and  order  < , 
beings,)  or  whether  the  difference  depends  on  a  fymmetry,  or  peculi, 
ftruclure  of  the  organs  combined  with  it,  is  beyond  my  reach  to  d< 
termine.     It  is  evidently  certain,  th?.t  the  body  is  curioufly  forme 
with   proper  organs  to  delight,  and  fuch  as  are  adapted  to  all  the  m 
ceffary  uies  of  life.     The  fpirit  animates  the  whole  ;  it  guides  the  n;  ; 
tural  appetites,  and  confines  them  within  }uft  limits.      But  the  nati 
ral  force  of  this  fpirit  is  often  immerfed  in  matter  j  and  the  mind  b 
comes  fubfervient  to  pafTion?,  which   it  ought  to  govern   and  oirti 
Horace,  although  of  the  Epicurean  dodliine,  acknowledges  this  trutl 
where  he  fays, 

A'que  affig'tt  kitmo  di-v'tna particulum  auref. 
It  is  no  Jefs  evident,  that  this  immortal  fpirit  has  an  independe] 
power  of  a&irg,  and,  when  cultivated  in  a  proper  manner,  fe;minj 
ly  quits  the  coiporeal  frame  within  which  it  is  imprifoned,  and  foa 
into  higher  and  more  fpacious  regions;  where,  with  an  energy,  whic 
I  had  almoft  laid  was  divine,  it  ranges  among  thofe  heavenly  be 
dies,  that  in  this  lower  world,  are  fcarce  vifible  to  our  eyes  ;  and  w 
can  at  once  explain  the  diftance,  magnitude,  and  velocity  or  the  pi; 
nets,  and  can  foretell,  even  to  a  degree  of  minutenefs,  the  pjniculi 
time  when  a  comet  will  return,  and  when  the  fun  will  be  ecii;  fed  i 
the  next  century.  Thefe  powers  certainly  evince  the  dignity  or  hum? 
nature,  and  the  furprifmg  effects  of  the  immaterial  fpirit  ^i.hin  us 
\vhich,  in  fo  confined  a  ftate,  can  thus  dilengage  kfelf  from  the  f^t 
ters  of  matter.  It  is  frcm  th:s  pre  eminence  of  the  fcul  over  the  be 
dy,  that  we  are  enabled  to  view  the  exscl  ord;r  and  curious  variety  c 
different  beings ;  to  confider  and  cultivate  the  natural  productions  c 
the  earth  j  and  to  admire  and  imitate  the  wife  benevolence -whic 
reigns  throughc  ut  the  whole  fjftem  of  the  univerfe.  It  is  from  here 
that  we  form  moral  Jaws  for  our  conduct.  Prom  hence  we  delight! 
copying  that  gieat  c  riginal,  who  in  hi?  eflence  is  utterly  incompre 
henfible,  but  in  his  influence  is  powerfully  apparent  to  every  degrc 
of  his  creation.  Fiom  hence  too  we  perceive  a  real  beauty  in  virtue 
and  a  di(lin£lion  between  good  and  evil.  Virtue  a<fts  with  the  uimol 
genercfity,  and  with  no  view  to  her  own  advantage  j  while  vice,  lik 
a  glutton,  feeds  herfelf  enormoufly,  and  then  is  willing  to  difgorg 

th 
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fion,  I  rook  a  Ikilful  young  man  of  that  calling,  one 
Robert  Purefoy,  into  my  Ihip.  We  let  fail  from 
Portfmouth  upon  the  ~th  day  of  September,  1610; 
on  the  1 4th,  we  met  with  Cnptain  Pocock  of  Bri- 
ftol,  at  Teneriff,  who  was  going  to  the  bay  of 

Campeachy 

!he  naufeou5  offals  of  her  fcaft.  But  I  ftiall  wander  too  far,  efpecially 
is  I  flatter  rrnfelr,  that  your  mind  is  fo  gco-J,  anci  fo  unprejudiced, 
tlvat  you  will  mere  e.\fily  fed  than  I  can  iliuftrate  the  truth  cf"  thcfe 
llTcrtions. 

Swift  deduces  his  observations  from  wrong  principles :  for,  in  his 
and  of  Houyhnhnms,   he   conf'ders   the   foui  and  body  in  their  moll 
;legenerate  and  uncultivated  irate  ;   the  forme.-  as  a  flave  to  the  ap pe- 
ites  of  the  latter.     He  feems  infenfible  of  the  furprifing  mechainfm 
l.nd  beauty  of  eve  y  part  of  the  human  competition.     He  fcrgets  the 
:ine  dcfcription  winch  Ovid  gives  of  manldrd: 
Os  bctnini  fubfimf  dcri:t  ccslum^ue  tuen 
Jtffii,  el  eieffo:  c-djidera  toUere  i>u  ltus» 

In  pji"umg  YAHOOS  he  becomes  on-?  hirr.fclf.     N^r  is  the  picture 
\hich  he  draw*  of  the  Hollyhnhnms,  ir;vjtingor  amufing.     It  wants 
'I'Oth  light  and  fiiade  to  adorn  it.      It  is  crid  and  infipid.     We  there 
•iew  the  pure  inHinils  of  brutes,  uni.lTi^ted  by  any  knowledge  of  iet- 
«rs,  acling  witnin  tl-eir  own  narrow  fphere,  merely  for  their  imme- 
iate   prefervation.     They  are  incapable   cf  doing   wrtng,  therelore 
bey  adt  right.    It  is  fuiely  a  very  low  th:iracl:er  gi\en  to  creature?,  in 
i.hom  the  author  would  infin-uate  <ome  degree  of  rcafon,  that  they  a<ft 
noffbnfively,  when  they  have  neither  the  motive  nur  the  power  to 
•ft.  otherwifj.      The:.r  virtuous  cualiti^s  are  only  ntga'ives.      Swift 
:  limfelf,  amidfi:  all  his  irony,  rruft  have  cenfefled,  thar  to  moderate 
llur  paflions,  to  extend  our  munificence  to  others,  to  enlarge  our  un- 
i  crftanding,  and  to  raife  cur  idea  of  the  Almighty  by  contemplating 
5?  works,  is   not  only  the  bufinef*,  but  often  the  practice,   and  the 
udy  of  the  human  mind.      It  is  too  certain,  that  no  individual  has 
/ei  povTdfed  eve'V  qualification  and  excellence.     However,  inch   an 
Temblage  of  cirTerent  virtues   may  flill  be  colleclcd  from  cin'"jrtnt 
;rfons,   as  are  fufficient  to  place  the  dignity  of  human  nature  in  an 
niable  and  exalted  Iration.     We  muft  lament  indeed   the  rri^ny  in- 
|inces  of  thofe  who  degenerate  or  go  aftray  from  the  end  and  inten- 
sion of  their  being.      The  true  fcurce  of  this  depravity  is  often  owing 
,  the  want  of  education,  to  the   falfe  indulgence  of  parents,   or  to 
rime  other  bad  crufes,  which  are  conftanily  prevalent,  in  every  ration. 
i  lany  of  theie  errors  ate  finely  ridiculed  in  the  foregoing  parts  of  this 
I  raance  :   but  the  voyage  to  the  Huuyhrhnms  is  a   real  infult  upon 

'nkind.  » 

ill  am  heartily  tired  of  the  laft  part  of  Gulliver's  travels ;  and  am 
ipd,  tiiat,  having  exhauired  all  my  obftrvations  on  this  difagreeable 
jeft,  I  may  tinifh  my  letter  j  efpecially  as  the  conc'uiion  of  it  na- 
Ijrally  turns  my  thoughts  from  yahoos,  to  one  of  trie  deareft  pledges 
I  have  upon  i-arth,  yoi-rfelf,  etc.  Qrrtiy. 

i  Same  oihtr--,  befides^Lord  Orrery,  have  thought  proper  to  cenfure 
VOL.  V.  P  Gulliver's 
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Campeachy  to  cut  logwood.  On  the  i6ih,  he  wa 
parted  from  us  in  a  ilorm  ;  I  heard,  iince  my  re 
turn,  that  his  (hip  foundered,  and  none  efcaped 
but  one  cabbin-boy.  He  was  an  honeft  man,  ant 

*      a  goo 

Gulliver's  voyage  to  the  Houyhnhnms.  But  u  mther  indeed  the 
ai'imadverfions  pro.  ceded  horn  the  infirmity  of  their  judgement,  < 
from  feme  Yjhoo  depravity  in  their  own  nature,  I  mail  net  vouci 
fafe  to  inquire  j  a?  the  daily  occurrences  of  trm  wretched  world  prov 
iHuftrate,  and  confirm  all  the  farcufms  of  the  doctor.  Shall  we  prai  , 
th  it  excellent  moralift,  the  hiimoroug  Hogarth,  for  expofing  midnig! 
revels,  debaucheries,  and  a  thou  and  other  vices  and  follies  of  huma 
kind,  in  a  ferie?  ot"  hieroglyphics,  fuited  to  the  improvement  and  th 
correction  of  the  wild,  the  gay,  the  frolic,  and  the  extravagant  ?  Ar 
(hail  we  condemn  a  preacher  of  righteoulnefr,  for  expofng,  under  tl  , 
character  of  a  nafty  untoachable  yahoo,  the  deformity,  the  blacknei 
the  fiithinefs,  and  corruption  of  thofe  heliifh,  abominable  vices,  \vhic 
i  Aflame  ihe  *Arath  ot  God  againft  the  children  of  difobedience;  and  fui 
je-fl  them  withoiu  repentance,  that  is,  without  a  thorough  change  of  h 
and  practice,  to  everlafting  perdition?  Ought  a  preacher  W  right  eoufnd 
mi|*iit  a  watchman  of  the  Chrifhan  faith  (who  is  accountable  for  h 
talents,  and  oblige.)  to  warn  the  innocent,  &s  well  as  terrify  the  wict 
ed  and  pro  fan?,)  to  hold  his  peace,  i.ke  a  dumb  dog,  that  canm 
bark,  when  avarice,  fraud,  cheating,  violence,  rapine,  extortio. 
cruelty,  oppreflion,  tyranny,  rancour,  envy,  malice,  detraction,  h: 
tred,  revenge,  murder,  whoredom,  adultery,  lafcivioufnefs,  briber 
corruption,  pimping,  lying,  perjury,  fubornation,  treachery,  ingr; 
titude,  gaming,  flattery,  drunkennefs,  gluttony,  luxury,  vanity,  e 
tcminacy,  cowardice,  pride,  impudence,  hypocrify,  infidelity,  bla 
phemy,  idolatry,  Sodomy,  and  innumerable  other  vices,  are  as  ep 
.domical  as  the  pox,  and  many  of  them  the  notorious  charac~terifti< 
of  the  bulk  of  human  kind  ?  J  would  afk  thofe  mighty  fofteners,  the 
kind  pretenders  to  benevolence,  thefe  hollow  charity-mongers,  \vh; 
.is  their  real  opinion  of  that  old  ferpent,  which,  like  a  roaring  lioi 
tsaveifath  the  globe,  feeking  \vhom  he  may  devour  ?  Was  he  m 
created  by  the  Almighty,  pure,  fauUlefs,  intelligent?  But  is  ther 
now,  throughc  tr  the  whole  fy^em  oi"  created  exifrence,  any  beaft,  an 
Yahoo,  any  tyrant,  fo  vile,  f  >  b^fe,  fo  corrupted  ?  And  whence  ori 
-finally  p-ocee-ded  the  change  ?  V/as  it  not  from  the  abule  of  that  i'rec 
clom,  without  which  no  created  intelligence  can  be  reputed  laithfu 
wife,  brave,  or  virtuous,  in  the  eyes  of  his  Creator  ?  And  finely,  : 
this  once  great,  once  glorious,  fpirit  hath  been  reduced  for  man 
fhnufand  of  £g-S,  for  ought  we  know  *o  the  contrary,  below  all  th 
Several  gradations  of  created  beings,  wheiher  intelligent,  animal,  c 
infenfible  ;  and  expofed  to  the  finy  of  'hat  avang;ng,  though  merciful 
God,  who  is  the  fountain  of  all  wifdom,  goodnefp,  and  vir;ue  }  ar 


v.e  not  to  c-jncl'-jtie,   by  an   exact  parity  of  reafon,  that  every  mora 
agent  is  equally  accvU:,  table  to  Gi-d  for  that  degree  of  i  .te.ligence  an 
perfection,  which  determines  the  nature  ot  his  exigence  ?  And  upoi 
.this  very  principle,  which  cannot  be  denied  wiih^ut  running  into  th 

lai 
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a  good  failor,  but  a  little  too   pofitive   in   his  own 

,iions,   \vhich  was  the  caufe   of  his   defhuetion, 

^s  it  haih  b^cn    of  lev  t  nil  others.      For  if  he   had 

•wed   mv  advice,  he   mUht  have   been   fafe   at 

^  ^x  ^ 

).(>..  c  \vich  his  family  at  this  time,  as  well  as  rr.yfdf. 
1  had  i'cveral  tr.cn  di;:d  in  my  ihip  of  calentures, 
fo  that  I  was  fWc-d  to  get  recruiis  out  of  Barbadocs 
ir.d  the  Leeward  lilands,  where  1  touched  by  the 
liredion  of  the  merchants  who  employed  me  ; 
which  I  had  foon  too  much  cauie  to  repent ;  for  I 
found  afterwards,  that  moft  of  them  had  been  buc- 
caneers *,  I  had  fifty  hands  on  board,  and  my  or- 
ders were,  that  I  iliould  trade  with  the  Indians  in 
':he  South  ^ea,  and  make  what  discoveries  I  could, 
ji'hefe  rogues,  whom  1  had  picked  up,  debauched 
i.ny  other  men,  and  they  all  formed  a  confpiracy  to 
•feize  the  fhip,  and  fecure  me  ;  which  they  did  one 
morning,  ruining  into  my  cabbin,  and  binding  me 
•hand  and  foot,  threatening  to  throw  me  over  be  arc] 
',f  I  offered  to  ftir.  1  told  them',  I  was  their  prifpner, 
lind  would  fubmit.  This  they  marie  me  fwear  to  do, 
iiid  then  they  unbound  me,  only  fattening  one  of 
riy  legs  with  a  chain  near  my  bed,  and  placed  a 

1*3  of  abfu'dities,  and  which  in  fad  is  the  reafoning  of  St.  Ptt.T 
ihroughout  his  whole  2d  chapter  of  his  ad  epillle,  that  cre..ture  n.a  . 
lut  elcrioi^  creature  man,  is  dcfervedly  more  ccntempvibie  tl>a;:  j 
prutc  faeaft,  when  he  flies  in  the  face  of  his  Creator,  by  inHfiing  UH- 
Ivr  'h-:  banner  of  the  enemy  j  and  pervert  that  reafon  \vhich  v. 
lefigr;cd  to  ha\e  been  the  glory  of  his  nauue,  even  the  tiircc'ling  ii  : 
rit  of  his  life  and  demeanour,  to  the  v;Au3  the  moit  execrabie.  the 
Diofl  helliOi  purpofes.  And  this  man::''. illy  appears  to  be.the  g:oui:d- 
lA'orlc  of  the  whole  fa'. ire  contained  ir.  4e  voyage  to  the  Houyhnhnms. 
;  Tf:-n  the  author  infcrrs  feveral  pafHtges  f  ora  the  Holy  Sctip'.nres, 
:nd  ?he  Apocrypha,  which,  he  fays,  will  fuiiy  juflify  ail  the  farcafms 
)f  the  doctor.  But  thefe  v/e  omit,  as  improper  in  a  political  ro- 
•nance.] 

And  to  cmclude :  if  the  brutality  and  fihhmefs  of  the  Yahocs  be 
•cpr-.  fented  by  the  fatiric  genius  of  Dr.  Swift,  in  cakuxi^-iLe  mod 
liockin;!  and  deteflable,  as  they  certainly  are,  and  as,  in  fa£l,  they 
;tight  to  have  been,  the  picture  is  the  more  ftnking,  as  well  as  the  more 
crrible  ;  ands  Upcn  that  account,  more  likely  to  inforce  the  obligation 
)f  religion  and  virtue  upon  the  fouls  of  men.  Swift. 

*  Cv'.tair,  pirates,  that  infcfted  the  Weft-Indie*,  were  fo  called. 

F  2  centre 
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ccntry  at  my  door  with  his  piece  charged,  who  w; 
commanded  to  fhoot  me   dead,  if  I  attempted  ir. 
hlxrry.     They  fen t    me   down  victuals    and   drintl 
;ind  tc  ok  the  govern-ment  of  ih-e  fhip  to -ihemlclve  g 
Their  defigri  was  to   turn   pirates,  and   plunder  ill 
iSp  .ininrcls,    which    they  could   not  do,   till  they  or 
more  men.    But  iirft  they  nrfolved  to  fell  the  gooci 
in  the  (liip,  a^d  then  20-  to  Mad  a  pa  fear  for  recruit: 

1.  ^j  *~j 

feveral  among  th.rm  having  died  fkice  my  confinq 
rner.t.  They  failrd  many  weeks,  and  traded  wit  J 
the  Indians;  but  I  knew  not  what  courie  they  toot 
being  kept  a  clofe  prifoner  in  my  cabbin,  and  c>;. 
pelting  nothing  lels  than  to  be  murdered,  as  thei 
often  threatened  me. 

Upon    the   yth   dny   of  May    1711,    one   Jamqi 
Welch  came  down  to  my  cabbin,  and  faid,  he  ha  • 
orders  from  the  captain  to  fct  me   a  fhore.      1  exj: 
poftulated  \vith  him,  but  in  vain  ;  neither  would  h  I 
lb  much   as   tell  me,  who  their  new  caprain  wa; ' 
They  forced  me  into  the  long  boat,  letting  me  pi  , 
on  my  beffc  fuit  of  cloaths,  which  were  as  good '  z 
new5  and  take  a  fmall  bundle  of  linen,  b«Jt  no  arm: 
except  my  hanger;   and  they  were  fo  civil  as  not  t 
ieurch  my  pockets,  into  which  I  conveyed  what  mo 
ney  I  had,  with  iorne  other  little  n^cefiaries.    The 

*  < 

rowed  about  a  league;  and  then  fee  me  down  01 
a  flrand.  i  defired  them  to  tell  me  what  conn 
try  it  was.  They  all  fwore,  they  knew  no  mon 
than  myfelf,  but  iVid,  that  the  captain  (as  the; 
called  him)  \v?.s  refolved,  after  they  had  fold  ih< 
lading,  to  get  rid  of  me  in  the  fir  ft  place  when 
they  could  difcover  land.  They  pufhed  off  imme- 
cii.aely,  adviiing  me  to  makehaite,  for  fear  of  beint 
overtaken  with  the  tide  ;  and  fo  bade  me  farewell, 
In  this  deiolate  condition  I  advanced  forward, 
and  foon  got  upon  firm  ground,  where  I  fat  down 
on  a  bank  to  rell  myfelf,  and  conlider  what  I  had 
bell  do.  When  I  was  a  little  refrefhed,  I  went  up 
into  the  country,  refolding  to  deliver  myfelf  to  the 

firft 
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fir  ft  favages  I  fhould  meet,  and  purchafe  my  li'e 
from  them,  by  fome  bracelets,  glafs  rings,  and 
other  toys,  which  Tailors  ufually  provide  themlelves 
with  in  thofe  voyages,  :>nd  whereof  I  had  Tome 
about  me.  The  land  was  divided  by  long  rows  of 
trees,  not  regularly  planted,  but  naturally  growing  ; 
there  was  great  plenty  of  grafs,  and  feveral  fields  of 
cats.  T  walked  very  crrcuoifpe&ly  for  fear  of  being 
furprifed,  or  fuddenly  ftiot  with  an  arrow  from  be- 
hind, or  on  either  iide.  I  fell  into  a  beaten  road, 
where  I  fa\v  manv  tracks  of  human  feet,  and  fome 

*  * 

or  cows,   but  moft  of  horfes.     At  laft  i  beheld  fe- 

ver.il  animals  in  a  field,   and  one  or  two  of  the  fame 

kind  fitting  in  trees.    Their  fhape  was  very  fingular 

and  deformed,  which   a  little  difcompofed  me,  fo  - 

thu  I  lay  down  behind  a  thicket   to  obferve  them 

better.     Some  of  them,  coming  forward  near  the 

iplace  where  I  lay,  gave  me  an   opportunity  of  dif- 

tinclly  marking  then  form.  Their  heads  and  breafts 

Iwere  covered  with  a   thick  hair,  fome  frizled,  and 

toihtTb  l.mk  ;  they  hnd  beards  like  goats,  and  a  long 

ridge  of  hair  down  their  backs,  and   the  fore-parts 

ofth^ir  legs  and  feet  ;  but  the  reft  of  their  bodies 

i  were  bare,   fo  that  I   might  fee  their  Ikins,  which. 

were  of  a  brown  buff-  colour.     They  had  no  tails,  . 

nor  any  hair  at  aii  on  their  buttocks,  except  about 

he   anus  ;  which,  I   prefume,  Nature   had   placed 

here  to   defend  them,   as  they  fat--  on  the  ground  ;  , 

ror  this  pofture  they  ufed,  as   well   as  lying  clown, 

hnd  often  ftood  on  their  hind-feet.     They  climbed 

tnigh   trees   as  nimbly  as   a   fquirrel  ;   for  they  had 

:ltrorv2   extended  claws   before   and   behind,  termi- 

Cj  * 

•bating  in  iharp  points,  and  hooked.     They  would 

!>ften  fpring,  and  bound,   and  leap  with  prodigious 

giii:y.  The  females  were  not  fo  large  as  the  males; 

ihcv  had  loner  lank  hair  on   their  heads,  but  none 

j  O  • 

•n  their  faces,  nor  any  thing  more  than  a  fort  of 
o\vn  en  the  reft  of  their  bodies,  except  about  the 
nits  and  $ud&nda.  Their  dugs  hung  between  their 


fore-  - 
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fore  feet,  and  often  reached  almoft  to  the  ground 
as  they  walked.  The  hair  of  both  fexes  was  of 
ibveral  colours,  brown,  red,  black,  and  yellow. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  never  beheld  in  all  my  travels 
fo  difagreeable  an  anirnal,  or  one  againft  which  I 
naturally  conceived  fo  ftrong  an  antipathy.  So  that 
thinking  I  had  feen  enough,  full  of  contempt  and 
averfion,  I  got  up,  and  purfued  the  beaten  road, 
hoping  it  might  direct  me  to  the  cabbin  of  fome 
Indian.  I  had  not  got  far,  when  I  met  one  of  thefe 
creatures  full  in  my  way,  and  coming  up  directly 
to  me.  The  ugly  monfter,  when  he  faw  me,  dif- 
torted  feveral  ways  every  feature  of  his  vifage,  and 
flared  as  at  an  object  he  had  never  feen  before;! 
then  approaching  nearer,  lifted  up  his  fore- paw, 
whether  out  of  curiofity  or  mifchitf,  I  could  not 
tell :  but  I  drew  my  hanger,  and  gave  him  a  good 
blow  with  the  flat  fide  of  it ;  for  I  durft  not  ftrike 
with  the  edge,  fearing  the  inhabitants  might  b« 
provoked  againft  me,  if  they  fhould  come  to  know, 
that  I  had  killed  or  maimed  any  of  their  cattle. 
When  the  bead  felt  the  imart.  he  drew  back,  anc 
roared  fo  loud,  that  a  herd  of  at  leaft  forty  camt 
flocking  about  me  from  the  next  field,  howling  anc 
making  odious  faces  ;  but  I  ran  to  the  body  of  i 
tree,  and,  leaning  my  back  againft  it,  kept  then 
rff  by  waving  my  hanger.  Several  of  this  curfec 
brood,  getting  hold  of  the  branches  behind,  leapt 
up  into  the  tree,  from  whence  they  began  to  dif 
charge  their  excrements  on  my  head :  however,  J 
efcaped  pretty  well  by  fticking  clole  to  the  ftem  ol 
the  tree,  but  was  almoft  (tilled  with  the  filth,  which 
fell  about  me  on  every  fide. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  this  diftrefs,  I  obferved  them  all 
to  run  away  on  a  fudden  as  faft  as  they  could,  ai 
which  I  ventured  to  leave  the  tree,  and  puriue  the 
road,  wondering  what  it  was  that  could  put  them 
into  this  fright.  But,  looking  on  my  left  hand,  J 
few  a  hoiie  walking  foftly  in,  the  field  :  which,  my 

perfecutors 
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perfecutors  having  fooner  difcovered,  was  the  caufc 
of  their  flight.  The  horie  ftarted  a  little  when  he 
came  near  me,  but,  foon  recovering  himfelf,  looked 
full  in  my  face  with  manifeft  tokens  of  wonder  :  he 
viewed  my  hands  and  feet,  walking  round  me  feve- 
ral  times.  I  would  have  purfued  my  journey,  but 
he  placed  himfclf  directly  in  the  way,  yet  looking 
with  a  very  mild  afpecr.,  never  offering  the  lead  vi- 
olence. We  ftood  gazing  at  each  other  for  fome 
time  ;  at  laft  I  took  the  boldnefs  to  reach  my  hand 
towards  his  neck  with  a  deilgn  to  ftroak  it,  tiling 
the  common  ilyle  and  whittle  of  Jockies,  when  they 
are  going  to  handle  a  ftrange  horfe.  But  this  ani- 
mal Teemed  to  receive  my  civilities  vhh  diidain, 
fhook  his  head,  ami  bent  his  brows,  fofily  railing 
up  his  right  fore-foot  to  remove  my  hand.  Then  ha 
neighed  three  or  four  times,  but  in  ib  diiicrent  a 
cadence,  that  I  almoft  began  to  think  he  was  fpeak* 
ing  to  himfelf  in  fome  language  of  his  own. 

While  he  and  I  were  thus  employed,  another 
horfe  came  up  ;  who  applying  himfelf  to  the  fir  ft 
in  a  very  formal  manner,  they  gently  llruck  each, 
other's  right  hoof  before,  neighing  fcveral  times  by 
turns,  and  varying  the  found,  which  feemed  to  be 
almoft  articulate.  They  went  fome  paces  off,  as  if 
i  were  to  confer  together,  walking  iide  by  fide, 
backward  and  forward,  like  perfons  deliberating 
upon  fome  affair  of  weight,  but  often  turning  their 
eyes  towards  me,  as  it  were  to  watch  that  I  might 
not  efcape.  I  was  amazed  to  fee  fuch  actions  and 
behaviour  in  brute  beafts  ;  and  concluded  with  my- 
felf,  that  if  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  were 
endued  with  a  proportionable  degree  of  reafon, 
they  mud  needs  be  the  wife  ft  people  upon  earth. 
This  thought  gave  me  ib  much  comfort,  that  I  re- 
folved  to  go  forward,  until  I  could  difcover  fome 
houfe  or  village,  or  meet  with  any  of  the  natives, 
leaving  the  two  horfes  to  difcourle  together  as  they 
pleafcd.  But  the  fir  ft,  who  was  a  dapple-grey,  ob- 

ftrving 
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ferving  me  to  fteal  off,  neighed  after  me  in  fo  ex-1 
prcilive  a  tone,   that  1  fancied  myfelf  to  underftand 
what   he   meant;  whereupon    I   turned  back,   and1' 
came  near  him   to  expect   his  farther  commands,, 
but  concealing  my  fear  as  much  as  I  could;   for  I 
began  to  be  in  fomepain,  how  this  adventure  might 
terminate;  and  the  reader  will  eafily  believe,  I  did 
not  much  like  my  prefent  Illusion. 

The  two  horfes  came  up   ciofe  to  me,  looking! 
with  great   earneftneis   upon   my  face   and   hands, 
The   grey  freed  rubbed  my  hat  all  round  with  hist 
right  fore  hoof,  and  difcompofed  it  fo  much,   that  I 
I  was  forced  to  adjuft  it  better,  by  raking  it  off  and 
fettling  it  again  ;   whereat  both  he  and  his  compa-  j 
nion  (who  was   brown-bay.)   appeared   to  be  much 
furprifed  ;  the  latter  felt  the  Lippet  of  my  coat,  and,! 
finding  it  to  hang  loofe  about  me,  they  both  looked 
with  new  iigns  of  wonder.     He  ftroaked  my  right 
hand,   feeming  to  admire  the  foftnefs  and  colour  ; 
but  he  fq^ezed  it  fo  hard  between  his  ho&f  and.  his 
pattern,  that  I  was  forced  to  roar;  af-er  which  they 
both  touched  me  with  all  poillble  tendernefs.  They 
were   under  great   perplexity  about   my  ilioes   and 
ftockings,   which   they  felt  very  often,  neighing  to 
each  other,  and  uling  various  gefiures,  not  unlike 
thofe  of  a  philofopher,   when  he  would  attempt  to 
folve  fome  new  and  difficult  phenomenon. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  behaviour  of  thefe  animals 
was  fo  orderly  and  rational,  fo  acute  and  judicious, 
that  I  at  lait  concluded  they  were  two  magicians, 
•who  had  thus  metatnorphofed  them  felves  upon  fome 
dellgn,  and,  feeing  a  ftranger  in  the  way,  refolved 
to  divert  themfelves  with  him  ••,  or  perhaps  were 
really  amazed  at  the  fight  of  a  man  fo  very  different 
in  habit,  feature,  and  complexion,  from  ihofe  who 
might  probably  live  in  fo  remote  a  climate.  Upon 
the  ftrength  of  this  reafoning,  I  ventured  to  addrefs 
them  in  the  following  manner  :  Gentlemen,  if  you 
be  conjurers,  as  i  have  good  caufc  to  believe,  you 

can 
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c.in  underftand  any  language  ;  therefore  1  make 
bold  10  let  your  worlhips  know,  that  I  am  a  poor 
ciiiir-li  d  Engiifhman,  driven  by  his  misfortunes 
np-M)  your  co^lt,  and  I  intreat  one  of"  you  to  let  me 
ride  upon  his  back,  as  5f  he  were:  a  real  horfe,  to- 

|f):iie  houle  or  village,  where  I  can  be  relieved.  In 
return  of  which  favour  I  will  make  you  a  prefent 
cf  ihis  kni  e  and  bracelet,  (taking  them  out  of  my 
pocket)  The  two  creatures  flood  lilent  while  I 
ip;>,-:c,  iteming  to  liften  with  great  attention  ;  and 
when  1  had  ended,  they  neighed  frequently  towards 
each  other,  as  if  they  were  engaged  in  ferious  con- 
teriatinn.  1  plainly  oblerved,  that  their  language 
exprdied  the  paffi  >ns  very  well,  and  the  words 
mighr  with  little  pains  be  refolved  into  an  alphabet 
more  eauly  than  the  Chinefe. 

I  could  frequently  diftinguifh  the  word  Yahoo, 
which  was  repeated  by  each  of  them  feveral  times; 
and  although  it  wai-  impofnble  for  me  to  conjecture 
what  it  meant,  yet,  while  the  two  horfes  were  bufy 
in  converfation,  I  endeavoured  to  praclile  this  word 
upon  my  tongue  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  filenr, 
I  boldly  pronounced  Yahoo  in  a  loud  voice,  imi- 
tating at  the  fame  time,  as  near  as  1  could,  the 
neighing  of  a  horfe ;  at  which  they  were  both  vifi- 
bly  iurprifed,  and  the  grey  repeated  the  fame  word 
twice,  as  if  he  meant  to  teach  me  the  right  accent, 
wherein  I  fpoke  after  him  as  well  as  I  could,  and 
found  myfelf  perceivably  to  improve  every  time, 
though  very  far  from  any  degree  of  perfection. 
Then  the  bay  tiied  me  with  a  fecond  word  much 
harder  to  be  pronounced  ;  but,  reducing  it  to  the 
knglifh  orthography,  may  be  ipeit  thus,  Houyh- 
nhnm.  I  did  not  fucceed  in  this  <o  well  as  the  for- 
mer ;  but  after  two  or  three  farther  trials,  I  had 
better  fortune  ;  and  they  both  appeared  amazed  at 
my  capacity. 

After  fome  farther  difcourfe,  which  I  then  con- 
jectured migh:  relate  to  me,  the  two  friends  took 

their 
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their  leaves  with  the  fame  compliment  of  ftriking 
eich  other's  hoof;  and  the  grey  made  me  figns  that 
I  ihould  walk  bffore  him  ;  wherein  I  thought  it 
prudent  to  comply,  till  I  could  find  a  better  direc-  I 
tor.  When  1  odcred  to  fLuken  my  pace,  he  would 
cry  hhuunt  bbmm  \  I  giicffjd  his  meaning,  and  gave 
him  to  underline!,  as  well  as  I  could,  that  1  was 
weary,  and  not  able  10  walk  fafter  ;  upou  which  he 
would  Hand  a  while  to  let  me  reft. 


CHAP.      II. 

The  author  conduced  by  a  Houyhnhnm  to  his 

The  fouje  defcribed.     The  author's  reception.     The 

food  of  the  Hoiiyhnhnms.     7  he  author  in  dtftrefi  for 
want  of  meat,  is  at  hft  relieved.     His  manner  of 

feeding  in  that  country, 

JAVING  travelled  about  three  miles,  we  came 
* 

to  a  long  kind  of  building,  made  of  timber 
fluck  in  the  ground,  and  wattled  a-crofs;  the  roof 
was  low,  and  covered  with  ftraw.  1  now  began  to 
be  a  little  comforted ;  and  took  out  fome  toys, 
•which  travellers  ufually  carry  for  preftnts  to  the  fa- 
vagc  Indians  of  America  and  other  parts,  in  hopes 
the  people  of  the  houk  would  be  thereby  encoura- 
ged to  receive  me  kindly.  The  horfe  made  me  a 
iign  to  go  in  fir  ft  ;  k  was  a  large  room  with  a  fmootli 
clay  floor,  and  a  rack  and  manger,  extending  the 
whole  length  on  one  fide.  There  were  three  nags, 
and  two  mares,  not  eating,  but  fome  of  them  fitting 
down  upon  their  hams,  which  I  very  much  won- 
dered at;  but  wondered  more  to  fee  the  reft  em- 
ployed in  domeftic  bulinefs  ;  rhefe  feemed  but  or- 
dinary cattle  :  however  this  confirmed  my  fir  ft  opU 
wion,  that  a  people,  who  could  ib  far  civilize  brute 

animals, 
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animals,  mud  needs  excel  in  wifdom  all  the  nations 
of  the  world.  The  grey  came  in  juft  after,  and 
thereby  prevented  any  ill  treatment  which  the  others 
might  have  given  me.  lie  neighed  to  them  feverai 
times  in  a  i"tile  of  authority,  and  received  anfwers. 
Beyond  this  room  there  were  three  others  reach- 
ing the  length  of  the  houie,  to  which  you  pailtd 
through  three  doors,  oppofite  to  each  other,  i.n  the 
manner  of  a  vifta;  we  went  through  the  fecond 
room  towards  the  third  ;  here  the  grey  walked  in 
fnft,  beckoning  me  to  attend  .  1  waited  in  the  fe- 
cond room,  and  got  ready  my  prefents  for  the  ma- 
fter  and  miftrefs  of  the  houie  :  they  were  two 

4 

knives,  three  bracelets  of  falfe  pearl,  a  fmall  look- 
ing-glais,  and  a  bead- necklace.  The  horfe  neighed 
three  or  four  times,  and  I  waited  to  hear  fome  an- 
fwers in  a  human  voice,  but  I  heard  no  other  re- 
turns than  in  the  fame  dialect,  only  one  or  two  a 
1'utle  fhriilcr  than  his.  I  be^an  to  think,  that  this 

O  * 

houfe  mult   belong   to  fome  perfon  of  great  note 

among  them,  becaufe  there  appeared  fo  much  cere- 

!  mony  before  I  gould  gain  admittance.     But,  that  a 

man  of  quality  fhould  be  ferved  all  by  horfes,  was 

beyond  my  comprehension.    I  feared  my  brain  was 

i  difturbed  by  my  fufferiiigs  and  misfortunes:   I  rou- 

fed  myfelf,  and  looked  about  me  in  the  room,  where- 

I  was  left  alone  ;  this  was  furnifhed  like  the  firft, 

only  after  a  more  elegant  manner.     I  rubbed  my 

•eyes  often,  but  the   fame  objects  {till  occurred.     I 

pinched  my  arms  and  fides  to  awake  my  Tel  F,  hoping 

I  I  might  be  in  a  dream.   I  then  absolutely  concluded, 

1  that  ^11  thefe  appearances  could  be  nothing  elfe  but 

necromancy  and  magic.   But  I  had  no  time  to  pur- 

fue  theie  reflections  ;   for   the   crev  horfe    came    to 

the  door,  and  made  me  a   fign  to  follow  him  into 

.  the  third  room  ;   where  I  faw   a  very  comely  mare, 

together    with    a    colt    and    fole,     ikting    on    their 

haunches  m>on  rnmrs  of  ftrrtw,  not  unartfully  made, 

I  and  perfectly  neat  and  ckan. 

The 
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The  mare  ioon  after  my  entrance  rofe  from  her 
matt,   and  coming  up  dole,  after  having  nicely  ob 
fervecl  my  hands  and  face,  gave  me  a  moir  contemp-i1 
tuous  look  ;  then  turning  to  the  horfe,  I  heard  the 
word  yahoo  often  repealed  betwixt  them;  the  mean-, 
ing  of  which  word  I  could  not   then   comprehend,;; 
although  it   was   the  firft   I   had  learned  to   pro- 1 
nounce  ;  but  I  was  foon  better  informed   to  my  e-| 
verlafting  mortification  :   for  the  horfe  beckoning | 
to  me  with  his  head,  and  repeating  the  word  hbiinn^ 
hhuun^  as  he  did  upon  the  road,  which  lunderftood 
was  to  attend  him,  led  me  out  into  a  kind  of  court, [ 
where  was  another  building  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  houfe.     Here  we  entered,  and  I  favv  three  of  J 
thofe   deteftable  creatures,  which  I  firft  met  after  J 
my  landing,  feeding  upon   roots   and    the  flefh  off 
fbme  animals,  which  I  afterwards  found  to  be  that! 
of  afles  and  dogs,  and  now  and  then  a  cow  dt-ad  by  1 
accident  or  difeafe.    They  were  all  tied  by  the  neck  I 
with  ftrong  wyths  fattened   to  a   beam;  ihty  held  I 
their  food  between  the  claws  of  their  fore-feet,  and  1 
tore  it  with  their  teeth. 

The  mafter  horfe  ordered  a  forrel  nag,  one  of 
his  fervams,  to  untie  the  largeft  of  thefe  animals, 
and  take  him  into  the  yard.  The  beaft  and  I  were 
brought  clofe  tope;her  ;  and  our  countenances  di- 

O  O 

ligemly  compared  both  by  mafter  and  fervant,  who 
thereupon  repeated  ieveral  times  the  word  yahoo. 
My  horror  and  aftoniiliment  are  not  to  be  defcri- 
bed,  when  I  obferved  in  this  abonimable  animal  a 
perfect  human  figure:  the  face  of  it  indeed  was  flat 
and  broad,  the  nofc  deprefTed,  the  lips  large,  and 
the  mouth  wide  :  but  thefe  differences  are  common 
to  all  favage  nations,  where  the  lineaments  of  the 
countenance  are  diftorted  by  the.  natives  fufFering 
their  infants  to  lie  grovelling  on  the  earth,  or  by 

cam-in^   them   on  their  backs  nuzzling  with   their 

*  i~ 

face  agair.il  the  mother's  (houldcrs.    '!  he  fore-fr:et 

of  the  yahoo   diifcrcd   from  ,rny  hands  in  nothing 

2  elie, 
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elfe,  but  the  length  of  the  nails,  the  coarfenefs  and 
brnwiuiefs  of  the  palms,  and  the  hairinefs  on  the 
b.irks.  There  was  the  fame  refemblance  betweea 
our  Kc  ,  with  the  fame  differences,  which  I  knew 
very  well,  though  the  horfes  did  nor,  becaufe  o£ 
my  ihoes  and  itockings ;  the  Ume  in  every  part  of 
our  bodies,  except  as  to  hairinefs  and  colour,  which 
I  have  already  defcribed. 

The  great  ifficulty,  that  Teemed  to  ftick  with  the 
two  horfes,  was,  to  lee  the  reft  of  my  body  fo  very 
different  from  that  of  a  yahoo,  for  which  I  was 
obliged  to  my  cloaths,  whereof  they  had  no  con- 
ception. The  forrel  nag  offered  me  a  root,  which 
he  held  (after  their  manner,  as  we  fhall  defcribe  in 
its  proper  place)  between  his  hoof  and  pattern  :  I 
took  it  in  my  hand,  and  having  fmelt  it  returned  ic 
to  him  again  as  civilly  as  I  could.  He  brought  out 
of  the  yahoo's  kennel  a  piece  of  afs's  flefh,  but  it 
fmelt  lo  offensively,  that  I  returned  from  it  with 
loathing  ;  he  then  threw  it  to  the  yahoo,  by  whom 
it  was  rreedilv  devoured  *.  He  afterwards  {hewed 

-% 

me  a  whifp  of  hay  and  a  fetlock  full  of  oats  ;  but 
I  fhook  my  head  to  (ignify,  that  neither  of  thefe 
were  food  for  me.  And  indeed  I  now  apprehend- 
ed, that  I  muft  abfolurely  fUrve,  if  I  did  not  get  to 
lorne  of  my  own  fpecies  ;  for  as  to  thofe  filthy  ya- 
hoos, although  there  were  few  greater  lovers  of 
mankind  at  that  time,  than  myfcif ;  yet  I  confefs,  I 
iinever  faw  any  fenlltive  being  fo  deteftable  on  all 
;accounts  ;  and  the  more  I  came  near  them,  the 
•more  hateful  they  grew,  while  I  flayed  in  that 
Country.  This  the  mafler-horfe  obferved  by  my 
behaviour,  and  therefore  Tent  the  yahoo  back  to 
his  kennel.  He  then  put  his  fore  hoof  to  his  mouth, 

*  Whoever  is  difguMed  with  this  pi<Qure  of  a  yahoo,  would  do  well 
o  leficft,  that  it  bi-toires  his  own  in  exaft  proportion  as  he  deviates 
:om  virtue,  for  virtue  is  the  perfection  of  teafon.  The  appetites  of 
hofe  abando.-.ed  to  vice,  arc  not  Jefs  bru  al  and  fordid  ihan  that  of  a 
ihoo  for  rilTes  flefb  ;  n^r  is  their  life  a  ftate  of  lefs  abiedl  iervility. 

VOL.  V.  Q  at 
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at  which  I  was  much  furprifed,  although  he  die 
\vith  eafe,  and  with  a  motion  that  appeared  perfect 
}y  natural  ;  and  made  other  iigns  to  know  what  J 
xvould  eat  ;  but  I  could  not  icturn  him  fuch  an  an> 
fwer  as  he  was  able  to  apprehend  ;  ar*d  if  he  had 
underftood  me,  I  did  not  fee  how  it  was  poffible  tc 
contrive  any  way  for  finding  mylelf  nourishment, 
While  we  were  thus  eng.igtd,  i  obferved  a  .COM 
palling  by;  whereupon  I  pointed  to  her,  and  ex- 
preffed  a  defire  to  go  and  milk  her.  This  had  iu 
effect ;  for  he  led  me  back  into  the  houfe,  and  or- 
dered a  mare-fervant  to  open  a  room,  where  a  gocc 
flore  of  milk  lay  in  earthen  and  wooden  veilcls  af- 
ter a  very  orderly  and  cleanly  manner.  She  gave' 
me  a  large  bowl  full,  of  which  I  drank  very  hear- 
tily,  and  found  myfelf  well  refreftied. 

About  noon  I  faw  coming  towards  the  houfe  a 
kind  of  vehicle  drawn  like  A  fledge  by  four  yahoos, 
There  was  in  it  an  old  fieed,  who  fee  rued  to  be 
quality;  he  alighted  with  his  hind  feet  forward,' 
having  by  accident  got  a  hurt  in  his  left  fore-foot, 
He  came  to  dine  with  our  horfe,  who  received  him 
with  great  civility.  They  dined  in  the  heft  room, 
and  had  oats  boiled  in  milk  for  the  fecond  courfe, 
•which  the  old  horfe  eat  warm,  but  the  reft  cold. 
Their  mangers  were  placed  circular  in  the  middle  of 
the  room,  and  divided  into  fcveral  partitions,  round 
•which  they  fat  on  their  haunches  upon  bolTes  of 
ftraw.  In  the  middle  was  a  large  rack,  with  angles 
anfwering  to  every  partition  of  the  manger.  So 
that  each  horfe  and  mare  eat  their  own  hay,  and 
their  own  mafh  of  oats  and  milk,  with  much  de- 
cency and  regularity.  The  behaviour  of  the  young 
colt  and  fole  appeared  very  modeft ;  and  that  of  the 
mafter  and  miftrefs  extremely  chearful  and  com- 
plaifant  to  their  gueft.  The  grey  ordered  me  to 
ftand  by  him  ;  and  much  difcourfe  pailed  between 
and  his  friend  concerning  me,  as  I  found  by 

the 
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the  Granger's  often  looking  at  me,  and  the  frequent 
repetition  of  the  word  yahoo 

I  happened  to  wear  my  gloves,  which  the  matter 
grey  observing,  feemed  perplexed,  difcovcring  ligns 
of  wonder  what  I  had  done  to  my  forefeet;  he 
put  his  hoof  three  or  four  times  to  them,  as  if  he 
would  fignify,  that  I  (hould  reduce  them  to  their 
former  (hape,  which  I  prefently  did,  pulling  oft" 
both  my  gloves,  and  putting  them  into  my  pocket. 
This  occasioned  farther  talk,  and  I  faw  the  compa- 
ny was  pleafed  with  my  behaviour,  whereof  I  foon 
found  the  good  effects.  I  was  ordered  to  fpeak  the 
few  words  I  unJeiftood;  and  while  they  were  at 
Jinner,  the  m after  taught  me  names  for  oats,  milk* 
ire,  water,  and  fome  others;  which  I  could  rea- 
jily  pronounce  after  him,  having  from  my  youth 
1  great  facility  in  learning  languages. 

When  dinner  was  done,  'he  mafter-horfe  took 
me  afide,  and  by  iigns  and  words  made  me  under- 
(land  the  concern  he  was  in,  that  I  had  nothing  to 
sat.  Oats  in  their  tongue  are  called  hlunnh.  This 
word  I  pronounced  two  or  three  times  ;  for  al- 
:hough  1  had  refufed  them  at  firft,  yet  upon  fe- 
:ond  thoughts  I  confidered,  that  I  could  contrive 
:o  make  of  them  a  kind  of  bread,  which  might  be 
fufficient  with  milk  to  keep  me  alive,  till  I  could 
nake  my  efcape  to  fome  other  country,  and  to 
:reatures  of  my  own  fpecies.  The  horfe  immedi- 
ately ordered  a  white  mare-fervant  of  his  family  to 
)ring  me  a  good  quantity  of  oats  in  a  fort  of  wood- 
|;n  tray.  Theie  1  heated  before  the  fire,  as  well  as 
:'  could,  and  rubbed  them  till  the  hulks  came  olf^ 
iyhich  I  made  a  fhift  to  winnow  from  the  grain  ; 
[ground  and  beat  them  between  two  ftones,  then 
ook  water,  and  made  them  into  a  paile  or  cake, 
vhich  I  toafted  at  the  fire,  and  eat  warm 
vith  milk.  It  was  at  firft  a  very  infipid  diet,  though 
:ommon  enough  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  but 
;rew  tolerable  by  time  ;  and  having  been  often  re- 

duced 
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duced  to  hard  fare  in  my  life,  this  was  not  the  firft 
experiment  I  had  made,  how  eaiily  nature  is  iatif- 
ikd.  And  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  I  never  bad 
one  hour's  licknefs  while  I  ftaid  in  this  ifland.  It 
is  true,  I  fometimes  made  a  ftiift  to  catch  a  rabbit, 
or  bird,  by  fpringes  made  of-  yahoo's  hairs  ;  and  I 
often  gathered  wholefome  herbs,  which  I  boiled  or 
eat  as  falads  with  my  bread  ;  and  now  and  then, 
for  a  rarity,  I  made  a  little  burter,  and  drank  the 
whey.  I  was  at  firft  at  a  great  lois  for  fait  j  but 
cuftom  foon  reconciled  me  to  the  want  of  it  ;  and  I 
am  confident,  that  the  frequeat  ufe  of  fait  among 
us  is  an  effect  of  luxury,  ami  was  firft  introduced 
only  as  a  provocative  to  drink  ;  except  where  it  is 
neccfTary  for  preferving  of  flefh  in  long  voyages,  or 
in  places  remote  from  great  markets.  For  we  ob- 
ferve  no  animal  to  be  .fond  of  it  but  man  :  and  as 
to  myfelf,  when  I  left  this  country,  it  was  a  great 
while  before  I  could  endure  the  tafte  of  it  in  any- 
thing  that  1  eat. 

This  is  enough  to  fay  upon  the  fubjecl:  of  my 
diet,  wherewith  other  travellers  fill  their  books,  as 
if  the  readers  were  perfonally  concerned,  whether 
we  fare  well  or  ill,  However  it  was  nectfT.tr v  to 
mention  this  matter,  left  the  world  /hould  think  it 
impoilible,  that  I  could  find  fuftenance  for  three 
years  in  fuch  a  country  and  among  fuch  inhabitants. 

When  it  grew  towards  evening,  the  mafter  horfe 
ordered  a  place  for  me  to  lodge  in  ;  it  was  but  fix 
yards  from  the  houfe,  and  feparated  from  the  liable 
of  the  yahoos.  Here  I  got  fome  ftraw,  and  covering 
myfJf  with  my  own  cloaths,  flept  very  found.  But 
I  was  in  a  fhort  time  better  accommodated,  as  the 
reader  fhali  know  hereafter,  when  I  come  to  treat 
more  particularly  about  my  way  of  living. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.     III. 

'he  author  J^udi otis  to  learn  the  language :  the  Houyli- 
nhnm,  his  tiiLijhr^  afjijts  in  teaching  him.  The 
languagt  defcribed.  Several  Houyhnhnms  of  qua- 
lity  came  out  of  curiofity  to  fee  the  author.  He  gives 
Hs  mafter  ajhort  account  of  his  voyage. 


Y  principal  endeavour  was    to   ienrn  the  lan- 
guage, which  my  mafter  (for  fo  I  (hall  hence- 
|j)rih  call  him)  and  his  children,   and  every  fervant 
if  his  houfe  were  deiirous  to  teach  me.     For  they 
tokcd  upon  it  as   a  prodigy,  that  a   brute  animal- 
diouid  diicover   fuch  marks  of  a  rational  creature, 
pointed  to  every  thing,  and   enquired   the   name, 
f  it,  which  I  wrote  down  in  my  journal  book  when 
Iwas   alone,  and  corrected  my  bad  accent  by  de- 
rirg   thofe  of  the  family   to  pronounce  it   oiten. 
i  this  employment  a  fbrrel  nag,  one  of  the  under- 
rvants,  was  very  ready  to  affift  me. 
In  fpeaking    they  pronounce  through  the  nofe 
id  ihroat,  and  their  language  approaches  neareft 
b  the  High  Dutch   or  German,  of  any  I  know  in 
uii GUI. •;  bu:  is  much  more  graceful  and  ilgnificant. 
he  .  mpcror  Charles  V    made  alffioil  the  iaint  ob- 
Jrvati.,n,   when    he   laid,  that  if  he  were  to  ipeak 
>  hi^  horfe.  it  fhould  be  in  High  Dutch. 
The  curiofuy  and  impatience  of  my  mafter  were 
i  great,   that  he  Ipent  many  hours  of  his  kiiure  to 
ftruCt  ii.e      He  was  convinced    (as  he  afterwards 
•Id  me)  j.liAt  I  muft  be  a  yahoo,  but  my  reachable- 
tfs,  civility,  anu  cleariiineifs,  aito-.jiihed  him  ;  which 
r.  quaiircs  altogether   oppoiite  to  thole  animals. 
e  wa«  mi-it  perplexed   about  my  cloaih;,   realon- 
g  iometimes   wiih  himielf,  ivJietLtr  tiiey  vrtie  a 

part 
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part  of  my   body;  for  I  never  pulled   them  off  ti 
the    family  were   afleep,   and  -gm   them   on  befoi 
they  waked  in  the  morning.      My  mafter  was  eag< 
to   learn    from  whence   I    came;  how   I    acquire 
thofe  appearances  of  reafon,  which  I  difcovertd  i 
all  my  actions ;  and  to   know    my  ftory   from   in 
own  mouth,  which  he  hoped  he  ihould  foon  do  h 
the  great   proficiency  I  made   in  learning  and  prcj 
nouncing  their  words  and  fentences.     To  help  ml 
memory,  I  formed    all  I    learned  into    the  Englir 
alphabet,   and  \vrit  the  wort's  d:nvn  wi;h  the  tran  I 
Jations.     This  la  ft  after  fome  time  1  ventured  to  d 
in  my  mailer's  prefcnce.     It  coit   me  much  troubli 
to  explain  to  him  what  I  was  doing  :   for  the  inh< 
bitants  have  not  the  le^ft  ulea  of  books  or  literatun 
In  about  sen  weeks  lime  I  was  able  to  unuerftan 
rooft  of  his   queftions  ;   and  in  three  months  couM 
give  him  iome  to!  r.tb'"  anUvers.     Hs  \vas  extreme 
ly  curious  to    know  from  what  part  of  the  countr 
1  came,    and  how  I  was  taughi  to  imitate  a  ration;! 
creature;  becaufe   the  yahoos   (whom   he  fa w  I  ON 
acYiy  refernbled   in  my  head,  hands  and  face,   that 
were  o?  ly  vifible)  with  fome  appearance  of  cunning 
and  the  fhongeft  ciifpofltion  to   mifchief,   were  ot 
ferved  to  be   the  molt  unteachable   of  all  brutes 
I  anfwered    that  I   came   over  the  lea   from  a  fa 
place,  with  many  others   of   my    own    kind,  in  ; 
great  hollow   veiiel   made   of  the   bodies   of  trees 
that  my  companions    forced    me  to   l-.nd  on   thi 
coaft,  and  then  left  me  to  fhift  for  myfeif.     It  wa 
with  fome  difficulty,  and  by  the  help  of  many  figns 
that  I  brought  him  to  underftand  me.    He  replied 
that  I   muft  needs  be   miftaken,  or  thatlfaidtfa 
thing  which  was  not    (for  they  have  no    word  ir 
their  language  to  cxprefs   lying  or   falfhood.     He 
knew  it  was  impoflible,  that  there  could  be  a  cou 
try  beyond  the  fea,  or  that  a  parcel  of  brutes  conic 
move  a  wooden   veficl  whither  they  pleafed   upon 
water.     He  was  fure  no  Houyhnhnm  alive  coulJ 

make 
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make  fuch  a  vefiel,  nor  would  truil  yahoos  to  ma- 
nage it. 

The  word  Houyhnhnm  in  their  tongue  iignifies 
a  horfe,  and  in  its  etymology,  the  perfeflhn  of  na- 
ture. I  told  my  matter  that  I  was  at  a  lofs  for  ex- 
preflion,  but  would  improve  as  faft  as  I  could ; 
and  hoped  in  a  fliort  time  I  fhouM  be  able  to  tell 
him  wonders  :  he  was  pleafcd  to  direct  his  own 
mare,  his  colt  and  fole,  and  the  fervams  of  the  fa- 
mily, to  take  all  opportunities  of  inflructing  me  ; 
and  every  day  for  two  or  three  hours  he  was  ac  the 
famt  pains  him.elf :  feveral  hories  and  marcs  of 
quality  in  the  neighbourhood  came  often  to  our 
houfe,  upon  the  report  ipread  of  a  wonderful 
y-.i.oo  that  could  fpcak  like  a  Houyhnbnm,  and 
if_L  -,ed  in  his  vvr-rds  and  a<ftions  to  difcover  fome 
glimmerings  of  rcafon.  Theie  delighted  to  con- 
verfc  with  me  ;  they  put  many  queltion .-:,  and  re- 
ceived iuch  anlwers  as  I  was  able  to  return.  By  all 
theie  advantages  I  made  io  great  a  progrefs,  that 
in  five  months  from  niy  arrival  I  underftood  what- 
ever was  fpoken,  and  could  exprels  myfelt  tolera- 
bly well. 

The  Houyhnhnms  who  came  to  vifit  my  mailer, 
out  of  a  defign  of  feeing  and  talking  with  me, 
could  hardly  believe  me  to  be  a  right  yahoo t  becaufe 
my  body  had  a  different  covering  from  others  of 
my  kind.  They  were  altoniflied  to  obferve  me 
without  the  ulual  hair  or  Ikin.  except  on  my  head, 
face,  and  hands;  but!  difcovered  that  fecret  to 
my  mailer  upon  an  accident,  which  happened  a- 
bout  a  fortnight  before, 

I  have  already  told  the  reader,  that  every  night, 
when  the  family  were  gone  to  bed,  it  was  my  cu- 
flom  to  flrip,  and  cover  myfelf  with  my  cloaths: 
it  happened  one  morning  early,  that  my  matter 
ient  tor  me  by  the  iorrcl  nag,  who  was  his  valet; 
when  he  came,  I  \vas  faft  ^ileep,  rny  cloaths  had 
fallen  off  on  one  iide,  and  my  fhirt  above  my  waift. 

I  a  waked 
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I  awaked  at  the  noife  he  made,  and  obferved  him 
to  deliver  his  meiTage  in  fome  difbrder;  after  which 
he  went  to  my  matter,  and  in  a  great  fright  gave 
him  a  very  confufed  account  of  what  he  had  feen  : 
this  I  prefently  difcovered ;  for  going  as  foon  as  I 
was  drefied  to  pay  my  attendance  upon  his  honour, 
he  afked  me  the  meaning  of  what  his  fervant  had 
reported  ;  that  I  was  not  the  fame  thing  when  I 
ilept,  as  I  appeared  to  be  at  other  times;  that  his 
valet  afTured  him,  fome  part  of  me  was  white,  fome 
yellow,  at  leaft  not  fo  white,  and  fome  brown. 

I  had  hitherto  concealed  the  fecret  of  my  drefs- 
in  order  to  diftinguiili  my f elf,  as  much  as  poffible, 
from  that  cuvfed  race  of  yahoos  ;  but  now  I  found 
it  in  vain  to  do  fo  any  longer.  Befides  I  considered, 
that  my  cloaths  and  ihoes  would  foon  wear  out, 
which  already  were  in  a  declining  condition,  and 
muft  be  iuppiied  by  fome  contrivance  from  the  hides 
&i y&kooii  or  other  brutes ;  whereby  the  whole  fe- 
cret would  be  known  :  I  therefore  told  my  mafter, 
that  in  the  country  from  whence  I  came,  thofe  of 
my  kind  always  covered  their  bodies  with  the  hairs 
of  certain  animals  prepared  by  art,  as  well  for  de- 
cency, as  to  avoid  the  inclemencies  of  air  both  hot 
and  cold ;  of  which,  as  to  my  own  peifon,  i  would 
give  him  immediate  convi&ion,  if  he  pleafed  to 
command  me ;  only  defiring  his  excufe,  if  I  did 
not  expole  thofe  parts  that  na  urc  taught  us  to  con- 
ceal. He  faid  my  difcourfe  was  all  very  ftrange, 
but  elpecially  the  laft  part ;  for  he  could  not  un- 
derhand why  nature  fhould  teach  us  to  conceal 
what  narui-e  had  given:  that  neither  himfelfnor 
family  were  alhamed  of  any  parts  of  their  bodies; 
but  novever  I  might  do  as  I  pleafed.  Whereupon 
I  fir  ft  unbuttoncu  my  coat,  and  pulled  it  off.  I 
did  the  fame  with  my  waiftcoat  j  I  drew  off  my 
ihoes,  itockings,  and  breeches.  I  let  my  fhirt 
down  to  my  waift,  and  drew  up  the  bottom,  fallen- 
ing 
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ing  it  like   a  girdle   about  my   middle   to   hide  my 
nakedntfs. 

My  matter  obferved  the  whole  performance  with 
great  figns  of  curi:  ilty  and  admiration.  He  took 
up  all  my  cloaths  in  his  pattern,  one  piece  after  a- 
nother,  and  examined  them  diligently;  he  then 
ftroaked  my  body  very  gently,  and  looked  round 
me  feveral  times,  after  which  he  faid,  it  was  plain  I 
muft  be  a  perfect  yaho  ;  but  that  I  differed  very 
much  from  the  icft  of  my  fpecies  in  the  foftnefs, 
whiteneis,  and  fmoothnefs  of  my  fkin,  my  want  of 
hair  in  feveral  parts  of  my  body,  the  fhape  and 
fhortnefs  of  my  claws  behind  and  before,  and  my 
afrecUtion  of  walking  continually  on  my  two  hind- 
er feet.  He  deiired  to  fee  no  more  ;  and  gave  me 
leave  to  put  on  my  cloaths  again,  for  I  was  ihud- 
dering  with  cold. 

I  exprefTed  my  uneafinefs  at  his  giving  me  fo  of- 
ten the  appellation  of  yahoo,  an  odious  animal,  for 
which  I  had  fo  utter  an  hatred  and  contempt :  I 
begged  he  would  forbear  applying  that  word  to  me, 
and  take  the  lame  order  in  his  family,  and  among 
his  friends,  whom  he  fuffeiedto  fee  me.  I  requeft- 
ed  likcwife,  that  the  fecret  of  my  haying  a  falfe  co- 
vering to  my  body  might  be  known  to  none  bur 
himfelf,  at  kail  as  long  as  my  prefent  cloathing 
fhould  laft  ;  for  as  to  what  the  forrel  nag  his  valet 
had  obferved,  his  honour  might  command  him  to- 
conceal  it. 

All  this  my  mafter  very  gracioufly  confented  to, 
jand  thus  the  lecret  was  ktpt  till  my  cloaths  begaiv 
to  wear  out,  which  I  w«is  forced  to  iupply  by  feve- 
ral contrivances,  that  ihall  hereafter  be  mentioned. 
In  the  mean  time  he  deiired  1  would  go  on  with  my 
utmoft  diligence  to  learn  their  language,  becaufe 
he  was  more  aftonifhed  at  my  capacity  for  fpeech 
and  realbn,  than  at  the  figure  of  my  body,  whe- 
ther it  were  covered  or  no  ;  adding,  that  he  waited 

with 
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with  fome  impatience  to  hear,  the  wonders,  which 
I  promised  to  tell  him. 

From  thence  forward  he  doubled  the  pains  he 
had  been  at  to  inftruct  me  ;  he  brought  me  into  all 
company,  and  made  them  treat  me  with  civility, 
becaufe,  as  he  told  them  privately,  this  would  put 
me  into  a  good  humour,  and  make  me  more  divert- 
ing. 

Every  day,  when  I  waited  on  him,  befide  the 
trouble  he  was  at  in  teaching,  he  would  aik  me  fd- 
veral  queftions  concerning  myfelf,  which  I  anfwer- 
ed  as  well  as  I  could  ;  and  by  thefe  means  he  had 
already  received  fome  general  ideas,  though  very 
imperfect.  It  would  be  tedious  to  relate  the  feve- 
ral  fteps,  by  which  I  advanced  to  a  more  regular 
sonverfation  :  but  the  firil  account  I  gave  of  my- 
felf in  any  order  and  length  was  to  this  purpofe : 

That  I  came  from  a  very  far  country,  as  I  alrea- 
dy had  attempted  to  tell  him,  with  about  fifty  more 
of  my  own  fpecies ;  that  we  travelled  upon  the  feas 
in  a  great  hollow  veflel  made  of  wood,  and  larger 
than  his  honour's  houfe.  I  defcribed  the  fhip  to 
him  in  the  heft  terms  I  could,  and  explained  by  the 
help  of  my  handkerchief  difplayed,  how  it  was  dri- 
ven by  the  wind.  That  upon  a  quarrel  among  us  I 
was  fet  onfhoreon  this  coaft,  where  I  walked  for- 
ward, without  knowing  whither,  till  he  delivered 
me  from  the  perfecution  of  thole  execrable  yahoos. 

He  afked  me,  who  made  the  fhip,  and  how  it- 
was  poffible  that  the  Houyhnhnms  of  my  country 
\YOuld  leave  it  to  the  management  of  brutes  ?  My 
anlwer  was,  that  I  durft  proceed  no  farther  in  my 
relation,  unlefshe  would  give  me  his  woid  and  ho- 
rour  that  he  would  not  be  offended,  and  then  F 
would  tell  him  the  wonders  I  had  fo  often  promi- 
fed.  He  agreed  :  and  I  went  on  by  alluring  him 
that  the  ill ip  was  built  by  creatures  like  myfelf,  who 
in  all  the  countries  I  had  travelled,  as  well  as  in  my 
own,  were  the  only  governing,  rational  animals  ? 

and 
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aiul  that  upon  my  arrival  hither  I  w^s  as  much  a- 
ftonidied  to  iee  the  Houyhnhnms  aft  like  rational 
beings,  as  h^  or  his  iriends  could  be  in  finding  fome 
n j .irks  of  reafoo  in  a  creature  he  was  pleated  to  call 
&  yahoo  \  to  which  I  owned  my  refemblance  in  every 
part,  but  could  no:  account  for  their  degenerate 
and  brutal  nature.  I  faid  farther,  that  if  good 
fortune  ever  restored  me  to  my  native  country  to  re- 
my  travels  hither,  as  I  refolved  to  do,  every  body 
would  bclir.ve,  that  I  faid  the  thing  'which  ivas  not  ; 
thnr  I  invented  the  ftory  out  of  my  own  head  ;  and 
(wirh  all  poffible  reflect  to  himfelh  his  family,  and 
•  friends,  and  under  h<s  promiie  of  not  being  offend- 
ed)  our  coumreymen  would  hardly  think  it  proba- 
ible,  that  a  Houyhnhnm  fhould  be  the  presiding 
creature  of  a  nation,  and  a  yahoo  the  brute. 


C  H  A  P.     IV. 


The  Houyhnhnms'   notion    of  truth   and 

'Ike  anther's  difcourfe  difapproved  by  his  mafter. 
The  author  gives  a  more  particular  account  of 
himfelf,  and  the  accidents  of  his  voyage. 

mafter  heard  me  with  great  appearances  of 
uneafinefs  in  his  countenance  ;  becaufe  doubt- 
ing  or  not  believing,  are  io  little  known  in  this  coun- 
try, that  the  inhabitants  cannot  tell  how  to  behave 
themfelves  under  fuch  circumftances.  And  I  re- 
member, in  frequent  difcourfes  with  my  mailer  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  manhood  in  other  parts  of 
the  world,  having  occafion  to  talk  of  lying  andfalfe 
rtprefentationt  it  was  with  much  difficulty  that  he 
comprehended  whit  I  meant  ;  aitho'  he  had  otherwise 
a  moft  acute  judgement.  For  he  argued  thus  ;  that 
the  uieof  fpeech  was  to  mike  us  underfland  one  a- 

nother 
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nOther,  and  to  receive  information  of  facts  ;   now 
if  out  faid  the  thing  which  was  not,   thefe  ends  wer 
defeated :    becaufe  I  cannot  properly  be  faid  to  un 
derftand   him  ;   and  I  am  fo  far  from  receiving  in 
formation,    that  he  leaves  me  worfe    than    in  igno 
ranee  ;   for  I  am  led  to  believe  a  thing  black    \vher 
it  is  white,  and/for?  when  it  is  long.    And  thefe  wen 
all  the  notions  he  had  concerning  that  faculty  of  ly  • 
ing,   fo  perfectly  well  understood,   and  fo  univerfal  I 
ly  practifed,  among  human  creatures,. 

To  return  from  this  digreffion ;   when  I   aflerted 
that  the  yahoos  were  the  only  governing  animals  ii'\ 
my  country,   which  my  matter  faid,  was  altogetheil 
part  his  conception,  he    delired  to  know,  whetben 
we  had    Horiyhnhnms   among    us,  and   what    wa<| 
their  employment  :  I  told  him.  we  had  great  nuai- , 
bers  ;  that  in  fu aimer  they  grazed  in  the  fields,  ancj 
in  winter  were  kept  in  houies   with  hay   and  oats 
where  jwfoo-fervants  were    employed    to    rub    theii  j 
ikins  fmooth,   comb  their  manes,    pick   their    feet, 
ferve  them  with  food,  and  make  their  b.-.ds.     I  u  • 
derftand  you  well,  faid  my  matter  ,   it  is  now  vert] 
plain  from  all  you  havefpoken,  that  whatever  {hare 
of  reafon  the  yahoos  pretend  to,   the   Hc.-iiyhnhnna»j 
are  your  matters  ;  I  heartily  wifli  our   yahoos  woul{jU 
be  fo  tractable.    I  beeped  his  honour  would  i  Ic.ile  to  i 

oo 

excufe  me  from  proceeding  any  farthe  ,  becaufe 
I  was  very  cevtain  that  the  account  he  expected 
from  me  would  be  highly  difpleaiing.  But  hc^  in- 
fitted  in  commanding  me  to  let  him  know  the  bed 

V    f 

and  the  worft :  I  to'd  him  he  fhould  be  obeyed. 
I  owned,  that  the  Houyhnhnms  among  us,  whom 
we  called  hoifes,  were  the  moft  generous  and  cotne- 
ly  animal  we  had  ;  that  they  excelled  in  ttrengtR 
and  fwiftnefs  ;  and  when  they  belonged  to  perfons 
of  quality,  were  employed  in  travelling,  racing,  or 
drawing  of  chariots,  they  were  treated  with  much 
kindntis  and  care,  till  they  fell  into  difeafes  or  be- 
came foundered  in  their  feet  ;  but  then  they  were 

I  fold 
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fold,  and  ufed  to  all  kind  of  drudgery,  till  they 
died;  after  which  their  Ikins  were  ftripped,  and 
fold  for  what  they  were  worth,  and  their  bodies 
left  to  be  devoured  by  dogs  and  birds  of  prey.  But 
the  common  race  of  hories  had  not  fo  good  fortune 
being  kept  by  farmers  and  carriers  and  other  mean 
people  who  put  them  to  great  labour,  and  fed  them 
worfe.  I  deicribed,  as  well  as  I  could,  our  way  of 
riding;  the  fliape  and  ufe  of  a  bridle,  a  faddle,  a 
fpur,  and  a  whip;  of  harnefs  and  wheel?.  I  ad- 
ded, that  we  fattened  plates  of  a  certain  hard  fub- 
ftance,  called  iron,  at  the  bottom  of  their  feet,  to 
preferve  their  hoofs  from  being  broken  by  the  fto- 
ay  ways,  on  which  we  often  travelled. 

My  mailer,   after  fome  expiv.ffions   of  great  in- 
-  lignation,  wondered  how  we  dared  to  venture  upon 
ill  Ho.uyhnhnm's   back;   for    he   was   fure  that  the 
tfeakeftfervant  in  his  houfe  would  be  able  to  (hake 
jr?  the    ftrongeft  yahoo  ;  or   by  lying   down,    and 
-oiling  on  his   back,   fqueeze    the    brute   to   death. 
•!  anfwered,  that  our  horfes  were  trained  up  from 
hree  or  four  years  old  to  the   feveral  ufes  we   in- 
ended  them  for;  that-,  if  any  of  them  proved  in- 
olerably  vicious,  they-  were  employed  for  carria- 
;es;    that   they   were  fcverely   beaten,  while  they 
tvere  young,   for  any   mifchievous  tricks;  that  the 
nales  defigned   for   the  common  ufe  of  riding  or 
raught.,   were  generally  crtft rated  about  two  years 
:fter  their  birth,  to    take  down    their  fpirits  and 
,1-akc  them  more  tame  and  gentle;   that  they  were 
ndeed  fenfible  of  rewards   and  punifhmems  ;   but 
•  iis  honour  would  pleafe  to  confider,  that  they  had 
ot  the  leaft  tincture  of  reafon,  any  more  than  the 
afois  in  this  country. 

It  put  me  to  the  p^ins   of  many  circumlocutions 

o  give  my  matter  a  right  idea  of  what    I  ipoke  ; 

)r  their  language  ,'oth  not   abound    in    variety  of 

ords,  becauie  their  wants  and  paflions   are  fe\^er 

lan  among  us.     But  it  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  his 

VOL.  V.  R  nobfe 
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noble   refenrment  at   our  favage  treatment    of  ill 
Houyhnhnm  race  :  particularly  af:er  I  had  explai 
ed  the  manner  aod  ufe  of  c.ftrating  horits  amoi  1 
us  to  hinder  them    from    propogating   their  kin  lj 
and  to   render  them  more  fervile.     He    faid,   it 
were  poffible  there  could  be  any  country,  where  y 
hoos  alone  were  endued  with  reaibn,  they  certain 
muft  be    the  governing  animal,  becaufe  reaibn  w  - 
in  time  always  prevail  againft  brutal  ftrength.  B  | 
considering  the  frame  o"  our  bodies,  and  efpeciall 
of  mine,  he  thought  no  creature  of  equal  bulk  ml 
jfo  ill   contrived  for  employing  that    reaion   in    tl 
common  oiSces  of  life  ;   whereupon,  he   defired 
know,  whether    thofe,  among   whom  I   lived,  r  j 
iembled  me  or  the  yahoos  of  his  country.     I  afiu  ! 
ed  him,   that  1  was  as  well  fhaped   as  moft  of  nj 
age  :   but  the  younger  and  the  females  were  nun 'I 
more  fort  and  tender,  and  the  ikins  of   the    latt  i 
generally  as  white  as  milk,     He  faid,   I  differed  ii  I 
deed  from  other  yahoos,  being  much  more    clean 
]y,  and  not  altogether  Jo  deformed  ;  but   in  poi: 
of  real  advantage,  he   thought. 1   differed    for  tl| 
worfe.     That  my  nails  were  of  no  ufe  either  to  rr 
fore  or  hinder-feet  :  as  to  my  fore-feet  he  could  n< 
properly  call  them  by  that  name,  for  he  never  ol  j 
jerved  me  to  walk  upon  them  ;  that  they  were  to 
foft  to  bear  the  ground;   that  I  generally  went  wit  j 
them  uncovered,  neither  was  the  covering  I  fom( 
limes   wore   on    them,    of  the  fame  (hape,  ori  ; 
jlrong  as  that  on  my  feet   behind.     That  I    coul 
riot  walk  with  any  fecurity ;  for  if  either  of  my  bin 
der  feet  flipped,  1  mutt  inevitably  fall.    He  then  be  : 
gan  to  find  fault  with  other  parts  of  my  body  ;  th 
flatnefs   of  my  face,  the  prominence  of  my  nofe 
mine  eyes  placed  directly  in  front,  fo  that  I  could  nc 
look  on  cither  fide  without  turning  my  head  ;  tha 
I  was  not  able  to  feed  myfelf  without  lifting  one  o1 
my  fore-feet  to  my  mouth;  and  therefore  natur1 
had  placed   thofe  joints  to  anftver  that  neceffity' 
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He  knew  not  what   could  be  the   ufe  of  thofe  feve- 
ral clefts   and  divifions   in   my   feet   behind  ;  that 
,  thefe  were  too  foft  to  bear  the  hardnefs  and  fharp- 
'nefs  of  ftones,  without  a  covering  made  from  the 
ifkin  of  fome  other    brute;    that    my  whole   body 
wanted  a  fence  againft  heat  and  cold,  which  I  was 
forced  to  put  on  and  off  every  day  with  tecHoufnefs 
and  trouble.     And  hftly,  that  he   observed   every 
ianimal  in  this  country  naturally  to  abhor  the  ya- 
fros,  whom  the  weaker  avoided,  and  the  ftronger 
'drove  from  them.     So  that,  fuppoiing  us  to  have- 
,the  gift  of  reafon,  he   could   not   fee   how  it   were 
.poffible  to  cure  that  natural  antipathy,  which  eve- 
ry creature  difcovered  againft  us;   nor  confequent- 
iy  how  we  could  tame  and  render  them  ferviceable. 
However,  he  would,  as  he  faid,  debate  the  matter 
,10  farther,  becaufe  he  was  more  deiirous  to  know 
"ny  own  (lory,  the  country  where  I  was  born,  and 
.he  feveral  actions  and  events   of  my  life  before  I 
ame  hither, 

I-  allured  him,  how  extremely  defirous  I  was, 
iat  he  {hould   be  fatisfied  in  every   point  ;  but  I 
;  loubted  much,  whether  it   would   be   poffible  for 
ne  to  explain   myfelf  on  feveral  fubjects,  whereof 
iis  honour  could  have  no   conception  ;   becaufe  I 
aw  nothing  in  his   country,  to  which  I  could  re- 
cmble  them.     That  however  I   would  do  my  beft, 
nd  ftrive  to  exprefs  myfelf  bv  iimilitudes,  humbly 
i  leiiring    his    affiftance,     when  I  wanted    proper 
jrords ;   which  he  was  pleafed  to  promife  me. 
L I  faid,- my   birth  was   of  honed  parents,    in  an 
land  called   England,  which  was  remote  from  his 
ountry  as  many  days  journey,   as  the  ftrongeft  of 
i  is  honour's  fervants   could   travel  in   the  annual 
Durfe  of  the   fun  :  That  I   was  bred  a  furgeon, 
hofe  trade  it  is  to  cure  wounds   and  hurts  in  the 
)dy  gotten  by   accident   or    violence  :  That   my 
mntry  was  governed  by  a  female  man,  whom  we 
•lied  Qu^een  :  That  I  lefc  it  to  get  riches,  where - 

K  2  by. 
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by   I  might  maintain    myfelf  and   family  when  ! 
ihould  return  :  That  in  my  laft  voyage  I  was  con 
mander  of  the  fhip,  and  had  about  fifty  yahoos  ui| 
der  me,  many  of  which  died  at  Tea,    and  I  was  fo 
ced  to  fupply  them  by  others  picked  out  from  fev< 
ral  nations  :  That  our  fhip  was  twice  in  danger  c|j 
being  funk;  the  firft  time  by  a  great  ftorm,  an  I 
the  fecond   by   ftriking  againfl  a  rock.     Here  rrj. 
mailer  interpofed,  by  aiking  me,  how  I  could  pea 
iuade  ftrangers  out   of  different   countries  to  veil 
ture  with  me,  after  the   loilts  I  had  fuftained,  ant 
the  hazards  I  had  run.     I  laid,  they  were  fellow | 
of  defperate  fortunes,  forced  to  fly  from  the  placu 
of   their   birth   on    account    of    their    poverty    c, 
their  crimes.     Some  were  undone  by  law-fuits;  c 
thers  fpent  all  they  had  in  drinking,  whoring,  an  I 
gaming  j  others  fled   for    treafon  ;  many  for  mui 
der,   theft,  poifoning,  robbery,    perjury,    forger)  | 
coining  falfe-moriey,  for  committing  rapes  or  fodo  j 
my  ;  for  flying  from  their  colours,  or  deferting  lm 
the  enemy  ;  and  moft  of  them  had  broken  prifon 
none  of  thefe  durft  return  to  their  native  countrie 
for  fear  of  being  hanged,  or  of  ilarving  ma  jail 
and  therefore  they  were  under  a  necefiuy   of  leek 
ing  a  livelihood  in  other  places. 

During  this  difcourfe,  my  mailer  was  pleafed  tc 
interrupt  me  feveral  times  ;  I  had  made  ufe  of  ma- 
ny circumlocutions  in  describing  to  him  the  nature 
of  the  feveral  crimes,  for  which  moft  of  our  crew 
had  been  forced  to  fiv  their  country.  This  labour 

*  * 

took  up  feveral  days  converfation  before  he  was  a- 
ble  to  comprehend  me.  He  was  wholly  at  a  lofs 
to  know,  what  c(  uld  be  the  ufe  or  neceffiry  of 
pruclifing  thofe  vices.  To  clear  up  which,  1  en- 
deavoured to  give  him  fume  ideas  of  the  deilre  cf 
power  and  riches  ;  of  the  terrible  effects  of  luil, 
intemperance,  malice,  and  envy.  All  this  I  was- 
fovc  :d  to  define  and  defcnbe  by  putting  cafes  and 
making  fuppoiuions.  AfuT  which,  like  one  whofe 

imaginatiua 
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im.igin.ition  was  flruck  with  fomcthing  never  feen 
or  heard  of  before,  he  would  lii.:t  up  his  eyes  wiih 
amazement  and  indignation.  Power,  government, 
war,  law,  punifhment,  and  a  thouf.md  other  things 
had  no  terms,  wherein  that  language  could  exprcfs 
them  ;  which  made  the  difficulty  almoft  iniuper- 
able  to  give  my  mailer  any  conception  of  what  I 
meant.  But  being  of  an  excellent  underftandiog, 
nmch  improved  by  contemplation  and  convert,  he 
at  laft  arrivied  at  a  competent  knowledge  of  what 
human  nature  in  our  parts  of-  the  world  is  capable 
to  perform,  and  defired  I  would  give  him  ferns 
particular  account  of  that  land,  which  we  call  Ku- 
jrope,  but  elpecially  of  my  own  country 


CHAP.     V. 

The  author,  at  his  mqfter's  commands,  informs  him  of 
the  ftate  of  England.     The  caufes  ofiuar  among  the  ' 
princes  of  Europe.     The  author  begins  to  -explain  the  ' 
conjlitution. 


|  "HE  reader  may  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  the  fol- 

lowing  extract  of    my   converfations    I  had 

mh  my  mafler,  contains  a  iumm-ry  of  the  moil 

lateriil  points,   which  were  difcouned  on  at  feve- 

jal  times  for  above   two  years  -}  his  honour  often 

iefinng  fuller   fatisfacltion,  as  I  farther  improved 

i  the  Houyhnhnm  tongue.     I  laid  before  him,   as 

'ell  as  I  could,  the  whole  ftate  of  Europe.     I  dif- 

ourfed  of  trade  and  manufactures,  of  arts  and  fci- 

nces  ;  and  the  anfwers  I  gave  to   all  tlr,  queilions 

e  made,  as  they  arofe  upon  feveral  fubjefts.   were 

fund  of  converfation  not  to  be  exhauited.     But  I 

lall   here   only   fet    down  the   iubitance  of  what 

afled  between  us  concerning  >ny  own  country,  re- 

ft 3  ducing 
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ducing  it  into  order  as  well  as  I  can,  without  any 
regard  to  time  or  other  circumftances,  while  J 
fn  icily  adhere  to  truth.  My  only  concern  is,  that 
I  ihall  hardly  be  able  to  do  juftice  to  my  matter's 
arguments  and  expreffions,  which  muft  needs  fuffei 
by  my  want  of  capacity,  as  well  as  by  a  translation 
into  our  barbarous  Engiifh. 

In  obedience  therefore  to  his  honour's  com- 
mands, I  related  to  him  the  revolution  under  the 
Prince  of  Orange  ;  the  lono:  war  with  France  en- 

O        '  O 

tered  into  by   the  faid  Piince,  and  renewed  by  his 
fucceflbr  the  prcfent   Queen,  wherein    the  greeted. 
powers  of  Chriftendom   were  engaged,   andwhicr' 
ft:ll  continued  :    i   computed,    at  his   requeft,    tha 
about  a  million  of  yahoos  might-  have  been  killed  ir 
the  whole  prbgrefs  of  it;   and   perhaps  A  hundrec 
or  more  cities  taken,   and  five  times  as  many  fhip 
burnt  or  Junk. 

He  aiked  me,  what  were  the  tifinl  caufes  or  mo 
tlves  that  made  one  country  go  to  war  with  ano 
thcr  I  anfrvered  they  were  innumerable  ;  but 
frnuld  only  mention  a  few  of  the  chief.  Some 
times  the  ambition  of  prince?,  who  never  thini 
they  have  land  or  people  enough  to  govern.  Some 
times  the  corruption  :  f  ministers,  who  engage  theii 
mafter  in  a  war,  in  orde  to  {title  or  divert  the  cla- 
mour  of  the  fubjf&s  againft  their  evil  adminiftra- 
tion.  Difference  in  opinions  hath  coil  many  mil- 
lions of  lives  :  for  inftance,  whether  Jiejb  be  break 
or  bread  be  flejh  ;  whether  the  juice  of  a  certair 
berry  be  blood  or  wine  *  ;  whether  •whirling  be  a 
vice  or  a  virtue  f  ;  whether  it  be  better  to  kij's  t 
prft,  or  throw  it  into  the  fire  J  ;  what  is  the  befi 
colour  for  a  coat*  whether  black,  ivhiie,  red,  01 
grey;  and  whether  it  fhould  be  long  orjkort,  nar. 
or  wide,  dirty  or  clean,  with  many  more  **. 


*  TranAibftantiuion.     •{-  Church-mufic.     J  Kifling  a  Crofii 
**  The  colour  and  make  of  facrcd   veftments,  and  different  or- 
ders of  Popifh  ecclefiaftics, 

Neither 
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Neither  are  any  wars  fo  furious  and  blcody,  or  of 
fo  long  continuance,  as  thofe  occafioned  by  diffe- 
rence in  opinion,  efpecially  if  it  be  in  things  indif- 
ferent. 

Sometimes  the  quarrel  between  two  prmces  is  to 
decide,  which  of  them  (hall  difpoflefs  a  third  of 
his  dominions,  where  neither  cf  them  pretend  to 
any  right.  Sometimes  one  prince  quarrelleth  with 
another,  for  fear  the  other  fhould  quarrel  with 
him.  Sometimes  a  war  is  entered  upon  becaufe 
the  enemy  is  lovjlrong-,  and  fometimes  becaufe  he 
is  too  'weak.  Sometimes  our  neighbours  want  the 
things  which  we  have,  or  have  the  things  which 
vttwznt\  and  we  both  fight,  till  they  take  ours, 
or  give  us  theirs.  It  is  a  very  juft  ifiable  caufe  cf  a 
war,  to  invade  a  country  after  the  people  have 
been  wafted  by  famine  deflroyed  by  peflilence,  or 
embroiled  by  factions  among  themfelves.  It  is 
jaftifiable  to  enter  into  a  war  againft  our  neareft 
ally,  when  one  of  his  towns  lies  convenient  for  us, 
or  a  territory  of  land,  that  would  render  our  do- 
minions round  and  compact  If  a  prince  fends 
forces  into  a  nation,  where  the  people  are  poor 
and  ignorant,  he  may  lawfully  put  the  half  of  them 
to  death,  and  make  flaves  of  the  reft,  in  order  to 
civilize  and  reduce  them  from  their  barbarous  way 
of  living.  It  is  a  very  kingly,  honourable,  and 
frequent  practice,  when  one  prince  defires  the  af- 
fiftance  of  another  to  fecure  him  againft  an  inva- 
fion,  that  the  affiftant,  when  he  h<ith  driven  out 
the  invader,  fhould  feize  on  the  dominions  himfelf, 
and  kill,  impiifon,  or  banifh  the  prince  he  came 
to  relieve.  .Alliance  by  blood,  or  marriage,  is  a 
frequent  caufe  of  war  between  princes;  and  the 
nearer  the  kindred  is,  the  greater  is  their  difpollti- 
on  to-  quarrel :  poor  nations  are  hungry,  and  rich 
nations  are  proud  :  and  pride  and  hunger  will  ever 
be  at  variance.  For  thefe  reafons  the  trade  of  a 
folder  is  held  the  moft  honourable  of  all  others ; 

becaufe 
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becaufe  a  foldler  is  a  yahoo  hired  to  kill  in  cold 
blood  a;,  many  of  his  own  fpecies,  who  have  never 
offended  him,  as  poffibly  he  can. 

There  is  likewife  a  kind  of  beggarly  princes  in 
furope,  not  able  to  make  war  by  themfelves,  who 
hire  out  their  troops  to  richer  nations,  for  fo  much 
a  day  to  each  man;  of  which  they  keep  three- 
fourths  to  themfelves,  and  it  is  the  beft  part  of 
their  maintenance;  fuch  are  thofe  in  many  northern 
parts  of  Europe. 

What  you  have  told  me  (faid  my  matter)  upon 
the  fubjecl  of  war,  does  indeed  d  if  cover  moft  ad- 
mirably the  effects  of  that  reafon  you  pretend  to  : 
however  it  is  happy  that  ihe  JJjame  is  greater  than 
the  danger  ;  and  that  nature  hath  left  you  utterly 
incapable  of  doing  much  mifchief.  For,  your 
mouths  lying  flat  with  your  faces,  you  can  hardly 
bite  each  other  to  any  purpofe,  unlds  by  confent. 
Then  as  to  the  claws  upon  your  feet  before  and  be- 
hinJ,  they  are  fo  jQiort  and  tender,  that  one  of 
our  yahoos  would  drive  a  dozen  of  yours  before 
him.  And  therefore  in  recounting  the  numbers 
of  thofe  who  have  been  killed  in  battle,  I  cannot 
but  think  you  have  faid  the  tmng  ivhich  is  not. 

I  could  not  forbear  ihaking  my  head,  and  fmiling 
a  liitle  at  his  ignorance.  And  being  no  ftranger 
to  the  art  of  w,<r,  I  gave  him  a  defcription  of  can- 
nons, culverins,  mu'quets,  carabines,  piftols,  bul- 
lets, powder,  fw^rds,  bayonets,  battles,  iicges,- 
retreats,  attacks,  undermines,  countermines,  bom- 
bardments, lea  fights,  (hips  funk  wuh  a  thoufand- 
men,  twenty  <h  u!.-nd  killed  on  each  fide»  dying 
groaos,  limbs  n\ ing  in  the  air,  ;m;  ke,  noiie,  con- 
fufion,  trampling  to  death  u:ulc.r  hories  feet  ; 
flight,  purfuit,  viclory  ;  fields  ftivwed  with  carca- 
fes,  left  for  food  to  dogs  and  wolves,  and  birds  of 
prey;  plundering,  Dripping,  ravifliing,  burning 
and  dtftroviog.  An^  to  let  fonh  the  valour  of 
my  own  dear  countrymen,  I  allured  him,  that  I 

had 
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had  feen  them  blow  up  a  hundred  enemies  at  once 
i:n  a  liege,  and  as  many  in  a  (hip  ;  and  beheld  the 
dead  bodies  drop  down  in  pieces  from  the  clouds, 
to  the  great  diverfion  of  the  fpeftators  *. 

I  was  going  on  to  more  particulars,  when  my 
mailer  commanded  me  filence.  He  iaid,  whoever 
iunderftood  the  nature  of  yahoos,  might  eafily  be- 
llieve  it  poClble  for  fo  vile  an  animal  to  be  capable 
bf  every  aftion  I  had  named,  if  their  ftrength  and 
cunning  equalled  their  malice.  But  as  my  diicourfe 
(had  increaied  his  abhorrence  of  the  whole  fpeeies, 
|(b  he  found  it  gave  him  a  difturbance  in  his  mind, 
Iro  which  he  was  wholly  a  ftranger  before.  He 
5:hought  his  ears,  being  ufed  to  fuch  abominable 
words,  might  by  degrees  admit  them  with  lefs  de- 
Steftation.  That  although  he  hated  the  yahoos  of 
Ithis  country,  yet  he  no  more  blamed  them  for 
hheir  odious  qualities,  than  he  did  a  gnnayh  (a  bird 
bf  prey)  for  its  cruelty,  or  a  (harp  ftone  for  cut- 
king  his  hoof.  But  when  a  creature,  pretending 
;ro  reafon,  could  be  capable  of  fuch  enormities,  he 
dreaded,  left  the  corruption  of  that  faculty  might 
be  worfe  than  brutality  itfeif.  He  feemed  therefore 
confident,  that,  inftead  of  reaion,  we  were  only 

*  It  would  perhaps  be  impoffible,  by  the  moft  laboured  argument 
br  forcible  eloquence,  to  fhew  the  abfurd  injustice  and  hcrnd  ciuelty 
|jyf  war  fo  efteclually,  as  by   this  fimple  exhibition  oi  th.m  in  a  new 
ight.     With  war,  including  every  fpccies  of  iniquity  and  every  art 
t  defrruclion,  we  become  familiar  by  degrees,   U;.der  fpecicus  'erms, 
rhich  are  fe!dom   examined,  becaufe  they  are  learned    at  an  age,  in 
hicji  the  mind  implici.ly  receives  and  retains  whatever  is  impreft. 
Thus  it  happ;n^,  that  when  one  rrun  muriers  another  to  gratify  his 
iuii,  we  :>u:der  ;  but    when  one    man   miuaers  a  million   to  gratify 
Ihis  vanity,  we    approve  and   we   admire,  we  envy   and   we    applaud. 
tf,  when   jlns   ar.d  the  preceding  pages  are   read,  we  difcover   with 
vftonifhment,  thar,  when  the  fame  events  have  occurred  in  hiftory, 
'•we  felt  n    emotion,  and    acquiefced  in  wars  which  we  could  not  but 
enow  to  have   been  commenced    for   fuch   caufs<,  and    carried  on  by 
luchmtansj  let   not   him    be  ceofured    for   two  much  debifing  his 
pecies,  who  has    contributed  to  their  felicity    arid  prefervation,   by 
tripping  ofr  thi  veil  of  cuftom  and  p:tj  jdice,  and  holding  up,  in  their 
-crtive  deformity,  the  vices  by  which  they  become  wretdv.d,    and  the 
I  arts  by  which  they  arc  detfroyed. 
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pofTeiTed  of  fome  quality  fitted  to  increafe  our  na- 
tural vices  ;  as  the  reflexion  from  a  troubled  ftream 
returns  the  image  of  an  ill  fhapen  body,  not  only 
larger  but  more  diftorted. 

He  added, -that  he  had  heard  too  much  upon  the 
fubject  of  war,  both  in  this,  and  fome  former  dif- 
courfes.  There  was  another  point,  which  a  little 
perplexed  him  at  prefent.  I  had  informed  him,  that 
ibme  of  our  crew  left  their  country  on  account  o£ 
being  ruined  by  law ;  that  I  had  already  explained 
the  meaning  of  the  word ;  but  he  was  at  a  lofs  how/ 
it  fhould  come  to  pafs,  that  the  law,  which  was  in- 
tended for  every  man's  prefervation,  fhould  be  an£ 
man's  ruin.  Therefore  he  defired  to  be  farther  fatis- 
ikd  what  I  meant  by  law,  and  the  difpenfers  there- 
of, according  to  the  prefent  practice  in  my  own 
country  :  becaufe  he  thought  nature  and  reafan 
were  fufficient  guides  for  a  reafonable  animal,  as 
we  pretend  to  be,  in  {hewing  us  what  we  ought  to 
do,  and  what  to  avoid. 

1  aiTured  his  honour,  that  law  was  a  fcience,  in^ 
which  I  had  not  much  converfed,  further  than  by 
employing  advocates  in  vain  upon  fome  injuftices 
that  had  been  done  mej  however  I  would  give  him 
all  the  fatisfaftion  I  was  able. 

I  faid,  there  was  a  fociety  of  men  among  us  bred 
up  from  their  youth  in  the  art  of  proving,  bywords 
multiplied  for  the  purpofe,  that  •white  is  black,  and 
black  is  iuhite>  according  as  they  are  paid  *.  To 
this  fociety  all  the  reft  of  the  people  are  flaves.  Fofc 
example,  if  my  neighbour  hath  a  mind  to  my  cow, 
he  hires  a  lawyer  to  prove  that  he  ought  to  have  my 
cow  from  me.  I  muft  then  hire  another  to  defend 
my  right;  it  being  againft  all  rules  of  law,  that  any^ 
man  fhould  be  allowed  to  fpeak.  for  himfelf.  Nowr 
in  this  cafe  I,  who  am  the  right  owner,  lie  under 
two  great  difadvantagesj  iirft,  my  lawyer,  being 

*  As  in  every  caufe  council  are  feed  on  both  fideSj  it  cannot  be  pre- 
tended, that  tills  account  is  much  exaggerated. 

pra&ifed 
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praclifed  ahnoft  from  his  cradle  in  defending  falfe- 
hood,  is  quite  out  of  his  element,  when  he  would  be 
an  advocate  for  juftice,  which  is  an  unnatural  of- 
fice, he  always  attempts  with  great  aukwardnefs,  if 
not  with  ill-will.  The  fecond  difadvantage  is,  that 
my  lawyer  muft  proceed  with  great  caution,  or  elic 
me  will  be  reprimanded  by  the  judges,  and  abhorred 
by  his  brethren,  as  one  that  would  leflcn  the  prac- 
jtice  of  the  law.  And  therefore  I  have  but  two 
methods  to  preferve  my  cow.  The  firft  is,  to  gain 
over  my  adverfary's  lawyer  with  a  double  fee  ;  who 
,will  then  betray  his  client,  by  insinuating  that  he 
hath  juftice  on  his  fide.  The  iccond  way  is,  for  my 
lawyer  to  make  my  caufe  appear  as  unjuft  as  he 
lean,  by  allowing  the  cow  to  belong  to  my  advcrfa- 
jry ;  and  this,  if  it  be  fkilfully  done,  will  certainly 
Ibefpeak  the  favour  of  the  bench  Now  your  ho- 
iDour  is  to  know,  that  thefe  judges  are  perfons  ap- 
jpointed  to  decide,  all  controversies  of  property,  as 
:well  as  for  the  trial  of  criminals,  and  picked  out 
afrcm  the  moft  dexterous  lawyers  who  ate  grown 
:old  or  lazy ;  and  having  been  byafled  all  their  Jives 
lagainft  truth  and  equity,  lie  under  fuch  a  fatal  ne- 
ceffity  of  favouring  fraud,  perjury,  and  oppreffion, 
ijihat  I  have  known  fome  of  them  reiufe  a  large 
Sbribe  from  the  fide  where  juftice  lay,  rather  than 
Unjure  the  faculty,  by  doing  any  thing  unbecoming 
fctheir  nature  or  their  office. 

It  is  a  maxim  among  thefe  lawyers,  that  whatever 
'ihath  been  done  before,  may  legally  be  done  again  : 
land  therefore  they  take  fpecial  care  to  record  all 
ithe  decifions  formerly  made  againft  common  juftice, 
and  the  general  reafon  of  mankind.  Thefe,  under 
the  name  of  precedents,  they  produce  as  authorities 
to  juftify  the  moft  iniquitous  opinions,  and  the 
judges  never  fail  of  directing  accordingly. 

In  pleading,  they  ftudiouily  avoid  entering  iaro 
the  merits  of  the  caufe  ;  but  are  loud,  violent,  and 
tedious,  in  dwelling  upon  all  circumftances  which 

are 
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are  not  to  the  purpofe.  For  inftance,  in  the  cafe 
already  mentioned:  they  never  defire  to  know  whai 
claim  or  thle  my  adverfary  hath  to  my  cow ;  bui 
whether  the  cow  were  red  or  black;  he'r  horns  lone 
or  fhort ;  whether  the  field  I  graze  her  in  be  rounc 
or  fquare  ;  whether  (he  was  milked  at  home  or  a- 
broad ;  what  clifeafes  fhe  is  fubjecl:  to,  and  the 
like  ;  after  which  they  confult  precedents,  adjourr 
the  caufe  from  time  to  time,  and  in  ten,  twenty,  01 
thirty?  years  come  to  an  iflue. 

It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved,  that  this  fociety  hath 
a  peculiar  cant  and  jargon  of  their  own,  that  nc': 
other  mortal  can  underftand,  and  wherein  all  theii 
laws  are  written,  which  they  take  fpecial  care  tc 
multiply ;  whereby  they  have  wholly  confoundec 
the  very  dTence  of  truth  and  falfhood,  of  right  anc 
wrong ;  fo  that  it  will  take  thirty  years  to  decide. 
whether  the  field  left  me  by  my  anceftors  for  fij 
generations,  belong  to  me  or  to  a  ftranger  threi 
hundred  miles  off. 

In  the  trial  of  perfons  accufed  for  crimes  againfl 
the  ftate,  the  method  is  much  more  fhort  and  com« 
mendable  :  the  judge  firfl  fends  to  found  the  difpo- 
fition  of  thofe  in  power,  after  which  he  can  ealily 
hang  or  fave  a  criminal,  ftric"Uy  preferving  all  the 
due  forms  of  law. 

Here  my  mafter  interpoflng,  faid  it  was  a  pity, 
that  creatures  endued  wiih  iuch  prodigious  abilities 
of  mind,  as  thtfe  lawyers,  by  the  defcription  J  gave 
of  them,  muft  certainly  be,  were  not  rather  encou* 
raged  to  be  inftru&ors  of  others  in  wifdom  and 
knowledge.  In  anfwer  to  which  I  aflured  his  ho- 
nour, that,  in  all  points  out  of  their  Ovvn  trade, 
they  were  ufually  the  mo  ft  ignorant  and  ftupid  ge- 
neration among  us,  the  moll  defpicable  in  common 
converfation,  avowed  enemies  to  all  knowledge  and 
learning,  and  equally  difpofed  to  pervert  the  gene- 
ral realbn  of  mankind  in  every  other  fubjtcl  of 
difcourfe  as  in  that  of  their  own  proreffion. 

i  CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VI. 


A  continuation  cf  the  Jlate  cf  England  under 

Jnne.     I  he  charafter  of  a  firft  minijltr  cf  Jlaie  in 
European  courts. 

MY  matter  was  yet  wholly  at  a  lofs  to  under- 
ftand,  what  motives  could  incite  this  race  of 
lawyers  to  perplex,  dilquiet,   and  weary  themfelves, 
jand  engage  in  a  confederacy  of  injuftice,  merely  for 
Ihe  fake  of  injuring  their  fellow-  animals  ;  neither 
could  he  comprehend  what  I  meant  in  faying,  they 
did  it   for  hire.     Whereupon  I  was  at  much  pains 
to  defcribe  to  him  the  ufe  of  money,   the  materials 
i:  was  irude   of,  and  the  value  of  the  metals;  that 
A'hen  a  yahoo  had  got  a  great  ftore  of  this  precious 
ubftence,  he  was  able  to  purchafe  whatever  he  had 
i  mind  to,   the  fineft  clothing,  the  nobleft  houies, 
',reat   tracts   of  land,  the   mo  ft   ccftly   meats   and 
•rinks;  and  have  his  choice  of  the  moft  beaut.  ful 
Hemales.     Therefore,   fmce  money  alone  was  able 
D  perform  all  thefe  feats,   our  yahoos  though  they 
ould  never  have  enough  of  it  to  fpend,  or  to  lave, 
us  they  found  themfelvcs  inclined  from  their  natu- 
il  bent  either  to  profufion  or   avarice.     That  the 
ch  man  enjoyed  the  fruit   of  the   poor  man's  h- 
pur,  and  the  latter  were  a  ihoufand  :o  one  in  pro- 
portion to  the  former.    That  the  bulk  of  our  peo- 
lewere  forced  to  live  miferably,  by  labouring  every 
w  for    fmall  wages,  to  make  a    few  live  plenti- 
tlly,     I  enlarged  myfelf  much  on  thefe  and*  many 
her  particulars  to  the  fame  purpofe  :    but  his  ho'- 
iur  was  ftili  to  feek  ;  for  he  went  upon   a  fuppo- 
ion,   that  all  animals  had   a  title  to  their  (hare  in 
e  production  of  the   earth,   and   efpecially  thofe 
VoL-V.  S  who 
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who  prefixed  over  the  reft-.     Therefore  he  defired 

I   would  let   him   know,   what    thefe  coftly  meats 

were,  and  how  any  of  us  happened  ro  want  them. 

Whereupon  I  enumerated    as  many  forts  ^as  came 

into  my  head,  with  the  various  methods  of  dnlTing 

them,  which   could    not    be  done  without  fending 

veiTels  by  lea  to  every  part  of  the  world,  as  well  for 

liquors  'to  jdrink,  as  for  fauces,  and   innumerable 

other  conveniences.     I  allured  him  that  this  whole 

globe  of  earth   mufl  be   at   lead  three  times  gone 

round,    before   one  of  our   better   female   yahoos 

could  get  her  breakfaft,  or  a  cup  to  put  it  in. 

I'.iid  that  muft  needs  be  a  miferablc  country,  which, 

cannot  furniih  food  for  its  own  inhabitants.     Bui 

what  he  chiefly  wondered  at  was,  how  fuch  vail 

tracts  of  ground,  as  I  defcribed,  fliould  be  \vhollj 

without  frefh  water,   and  the  psople  put  to  the  ne 

ceffity  of  fending  over  the  fea  for  drink.    I  replied 

that  England  (the   dear  place  of  my  nativity,)  was 

computed  to   produce  three  times   the  quantity  o 

food,  more  than  its  inhabitants  are  able  to  con  fume 

as  well  as  liquors  extracted  from  grain,  or  preflcc 

out  of  the  fruit  of  certain  trees,  which  made  excel 

knt  drink  ;  and  the  fame  proportion  in  every  othei 

convenience  qf  life.     But  in  order  to  feed  the  lux 

ury  and  intemperance  of  the  males,  and  the  vanitj 

of  the  females,  we  lent  away  the  greateft  part  o 

our    neceffary    things    to    other   countries,    front 

whence  we  in  return  brought  the  materials  of  di 

cafes,  folly,  and  vice,  to  fpend  among   ourfelves 

Hence  it  follows  of  neceffity,   that  vaft  numbers  o 

our  peopk  are  compelled  to  feek  their  livelihood  bj 

begging,  robbing,  itealing,  cheating,  pimping,  flat 

taring,"  fuborning,    forfwearing,  forging,   gaming 

lying,  fawning,   hedtoring,  .voting,    icribling,  ftar 

oazmg,    poifoning,    whoring,     canting,    libelling 

free-thinking,  and  the  like  occupations  :  every  on- 

of  which  terms  1  was  at  much  pains  to  make  bin 

:u  rid  e.r  ftand. 

I  ha 
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That  v  ine  u  as  nor  imported  among  us  from  fo- 
,rci:;a  countries  to  fuppiy  the  want  of  water,  or 
lother  drinks,  but  bccuule  it  was  a  fort  of  liquid 
;.h  rrude  us  merry,  by  putting  us  out  oi:  our 
j?enlcs,  diverted  all  melancholy  thoughts,  begat  wild 
irxtravagant  imaginations  in  the  brain,  railed  our 
hopes,  and  banifhed  our  fears;  fulpendcd  every 
office  of  realon  for  a  time,  and  deprived  us  of  the 
j.ife  of  our  Jimbs,  till  we  fell  into  a  profound  fleep  : 
although  it  muit  be  confeiTed,  that  we  always  awa- 
;;t;l  ikk  and  difpirited  ;  and  that  the  life  of  this 
liquor  filled  us  with  difeafes,  which  made  our  lives 
uncomfortable  and  fhort  *. 

I! ut  befides  all  this,  the  bulk  of  our  people  fup- 
lioned  themfelves  by  furnifhing  the  neceffities  oi' 
jonveniencies  of  life  to  the  rich,  and  to  each  other. 
for  inftance,  when  I  am  at  home,  and  dreiled  as  /. 
:|ught  to  be,  I  carry  on  my  body  the  workmanfhip  of 
In  hundred  tradefmen  ;  the  building  and  furniture 
ij'f  my  houfe  employ  as  many  more,  and  five  times 
•tie  number  to  adorn  my  wife. 

I  was  going  on  to  tell  him  of  another-foi  t  of  peo- 

le,   who  get  their  livelihood  by  attending  the  fick,. 
laving  upon  fome  occaiions  informed  his  honour, 

]iat  many  of  my  crew  had  died  of  diieafes.  But 
(Bere  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  that  I  brought 
rjim  to  apprehend  what  1  meant.  He  could  eaiiiy 
ibnceive,  that  a  Houyhnhnm  arewweak.  and  heavv 

•*  * 

i  jew  days  before  his  death,,  or  by  fome  accident 
light  hurt  a  limb :  but  that  Nature,  who  works 
ll  things  to  perfection,  fhould  fuffer  any  pains  to 
freed  in  our  bodies,  he  thought  impcffible,  arid 
Klired  to  know  the  reafon  of  io  unaccountable  an 
il.  I  told  him,  we  fed  on  a  thoufand  things, 

rjhich  operated  contrary  to  each  other  ;  that  we  eat 
fihen  we  were  not  hungry,  and  drank  without  the 

^  This  account  exciies  ideas  of  drunkennefs,  very  different  froin 
dl-fe  whuh  arc  co:ic(.ive4  under  the  terms  bv  wbi*-h  i:  is  generally 

f*~     -\  *  * 

S  a  provocation, 
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provocation  of  third:;  that  we  fat  whole  nights 
drinking  ftrong  liquors  without  eating  a  bit,  which 
tiiipoied  us  to  floth,  inflamed  our  bodies,  and  pre- 
cipit.ited  or  prevented  digeition,  That  proftkute 
female  yahoos  acquired  a  certain  maladv,  which 
bied  rottennefs  in  the  bones  of  thofe  who  fell  into 
their  embraces ;  that  this  and  many  other  difeafef 
were  propagated  from  father  to  fon  ;  fo  that  great 
numbers  come  into  the  world  with  complicated  ma.- 
ladies  upon  them  :  that  it  would  be  endlefs  to  give 
him  a  catalogue  of  all  difeafes  incident  to  hum.m 
bodies ;  for  they  could  not  be  fewer  than  five  or  fix 
hundred  fpead  over  every  limb  and  joint ;  in  Ihort, 
every  part,  external  and  inteftine,  having  difeafes 
appropriated  to  itfelf.  To  remedy  which  there  was 
a  fort  of  people  bred  up  among  us  in  the  profeflion, 
or  pretence,  of  curing  the  fick.  And  becaufe  1  had 
fome  Ikill  in  the  faculty,  I  would,  in  gratitude  to 
his  honour,  let  him  know  the  whole  myftery  and 
method,  by  which  they  proceed. 

Their  fundamental  is,  that  all  difeafes  arife  from 
repletion  ;  from  whence  they  conclude,  that  a  great 
evacuation  of  the  body  is  necefTiry  either  through 
the  natural  pafTage,  or  upwards  at  the  mouth. 
Their  next  buiinefs  is  from  herbs,  minerals,  gums, 
oils,  {hells,  falts,  juices,  fea-weed,  excrements, 
barks  of  trees,  ferpents,  toads,  frogs,  fpiders,  dead 
inens  fidh  and  bones,  birds,  beafts,  and  fiihes,  to 
form  a  competition  for  fmell  and  tafte  the  moft 
abominable,  naufeous,  and  deteftable,  they  can 
poflibly  contrive,  which  the  ftomach  immediately 
rejects  with  loathing ;  and  this  they  call  a  vomit: 
or  eife  from  the  fame  ftore-houfe,  with  fome  other 
poifonous  additions,  they  command  us  to  take  in 
at  the  orifice  above  or  below  (juft  as  the  phyflcian 
then  happens  to  be  difpofed,)  a  medicine  equally 
annoying  and  difguftful  to  the  bowels ;  which,  re- 
l.'.xing  the  belly,  drives  down  all  before  it ;  and  this 
they  call  a  purge  or  a  clyjler.  For  Nature  (as  the 

phyficians. 
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phyficians  alledge,)  having  intended  the  fuperior 
anterior  orifice  onlv  for  tae  IncromiiTion  of  folids 

4 

and  liquids,  and  the  inferior  posterior  for  ejection  ; 
;hefe  ariifts  ingenioufly  confidering  that  in  all  dif- 
:afes  Nature  is  forced  out  or  her  (eat,  therefore  to 
'•eplace  her  in  it,  the  body  inuft  be  treated  in  a 
manner  directly  contrary,  by  interchanging  the  life 
i>f  each  oriiice  ;  forcing  folids  and  liquids  in  at  the 
\.nus,  and  n.ak'ng  evacuations  at  the  mouth. 

But  bifidi  s  r>al  difcaies,  we  are  fubjecl  to  many 
•hi.it  are  only  imaginary,  for  which  the  phyficians 
Jave  invented  imaginary  cures:  thcfe  have  their  fe- 
jcnil  names,  and  lo  have  the  drugs  that  are  proper 
IK  them  ;  and  with  thtfe  cur  female  yahoos  are 
ivvays  inferred. 

Oae  gre-tt  excellency  in  this  tribe  is  their  Ikill  at 
Irognoitics,  wherein  they  fcldorn  fail ;  their  pre- 

Chans   in  real  difeaie?,   when   they  rife  to  any  de- 

ree  of  malignity,  generally  portending  death, 
•hicn  is  always  in  their  power,  when  recovery  is 
|jt  :  and  therefore,  upon  any  unexpected  figns  of 
Ineudment  after  they  have  pronounced  their  fen- 
Ince,  rather  than  be  accviied  for  falfe  prophets, 
ley  know  how  to  approve  their  fagacity  to  the 

VM'ld  by  a  feafoaable  dofe. 

They  are  like  wife  of  fpecia!  nfe  to  huibands  and 
•ves,  who  are  grown  weary  of -their  mates  :  to  el- 
Ift  fons,  to  great  niiaifteis  of  itate,  and  often  tp 
||inces.  « 

•I  had  formerly  upon  cccadon  <iircourfed  with  my 
Biier  upon  the  nature  of  government  in  general, 
tkl  particularly  of  our  own  excellent  confutation, 
•ervedly  the  wonder  and  envy  of  the  whole 

vrid.     13ut  having  here  accidentally  mentioned  a 

np.hter  of  ftate,  he  commanded  me  fome  time  af- 
•  to  inform  him,  what  fpecies  of  yahoo  I  particu- 

l*ly  meant  by  that  appellation. 
I  told  him,  that  a  fir  it  or  chief  minifter  of  ftate, 

*o  was  the  peribn  I  intended  to  defcribe,  was  a 

S  3  creature- 
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creature  wholly  exempt  from  joy  and  grief,  love 
and  hatred,  piry  and  anger;  at  Icaft  makes  ufe  oi 
no  other  paflions,  but  a  violent  dcfirc  of  wealth, 
pov/er,  and  titles  ;  that  he  applies  his  words  to  all 
tifes,  except  to  the  indication  of  his  mind  ;  that  he 
never  tells  a  truth  but  with  an  intent  that  yot 
jhould  take  it  for  a  lie  ;  nor  a  lie,  but  with  a  defigr 
that  you  ihould  take  it  for  a  truth  ;  that  thofe  iu 
f'peaks  worft  of  behind  their  backs,  are  in  the  furefl 
way  of  preferment;  and  whenever  he  begins  tc 
praife  you  to  others,  or  to  yourfelf,  you  are  froir 
that  day  forlorn,  (he  worft  mark  you  cau  receive 
is  a  promife,  efpecially  when  it  is  confirmed  witl 
an  oath  j  after  which  every  wife  man  retires,  anc 
gives  over  all  hopes. 

There  are  three  methods,  by  which  a  man  ma] 
rife  to  be  chief  miniiter.  The  fir  ft  is,  by  knowing 
how  with  prudence  to  difpofe  of  a  wife,  a  claugh 
ter,  or  a  fifber  ;  the  fecond,  by  betraying  or  under 
mining  his  predecefibr;  and  the  third  is,  by  a  furiou 
zeal  in  public  afiembliesagainft  the  corruptions  of  rh< 
court.  Buc  a  wife  prince  would  rather  chooic  to  em 
ploy  thofe,  who  practife  the  laft  of  thele  methods 
becaufe  fuch  zealots  prove  always  the  moft  obfequi 
ous  and  fubfervient  to  the  will  and  paffions  of  theii 
mafter.  That  thele  minifters,  having  all  employ- 
ments at  their  difpofal,  preferve  themfelvts  ir 
power,  by  bribing  the  majority  of  a  fenate  or  greai 
council ;  and  at  laft  by  an  expedient,  called  an  afi 
of  indemnity,  (whereof  I  defcribed  the  nature  tc 
him,)  they  fecure  themfelves  from  after-reckon- 
ings, and  rerire  from  the  public,  laden  with  tht 
fpoils  of  the  nation. 

The  palace  of  a  chief  minifter  is  a  feminary  tc 
breed  up  others  in  his  own  trade :  the  pages,  lac- 
quies,  and  porter,  by  imitating  their  mafter,  become 
minifters  of  ftate  in  their  feveral  diftricts,  and  learn 
to  excel  in  the  three  principal  ingredients,  of  info- 
knee,  lying,  and  bribery.  Accordingly  they  have 

a  fubaltern 
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a  fubaltern  court  paid  to  them  by  perfons  of  the 
bell:  rank  ;  and  fometimes,  by  ihe  force  of  dexterity 
and  impudence,  arrive,  through  feveral  gradations, 
to  be  fucceiTor  to  their  lord. 

He  is  ufually  governed  by  a  decayed  wench,  or 
favourite  footman,  who  are  the  funnels  through 
which  all  graces  are  conveyed,  and  may  properly 
be  called;  in  the  laft  refort,  the  governors  of  the 
kingdom.  One  day  in  difcourfe,  my  ma^er  having 
heard  me  mention  the  nobility  of  my  country,  was 
pleased  to  make  me  a  compliment,  which  I  could 
not  pretend  to  deferve  :  that  he  was  fure  I  muft 
have  been  born  of  fome  noble  family,  becaufe  I  far 
exceeded  in  fhape,  colour,  and  cleanlineis,  all  the 
yahoos  of  this  nation,  although  I  feemed  to  fail  in 
ftrength  and  agility,  which  muft  be  imputed  to  my 
different  way  of  living  from  thofe  other  brutes;  and 
befides  I  was  not  only  endued  with  the  faculty  of 
jfpeech,  butlikewife  with  fome  rudiments  of  reafon, 
jto  a  degree,  that  with  all  his  acquaintance  I  pailcd 
for  a  prodigy. 

He  made  me  obferve,  that  among  the  Houyh- 
hhnms,  the  white,  the  forrel,  and  the  iron  grey, 
Iwtre  not  fo  exaclly  fhaped  as  the  bay,  the  dapple 
Igrey,  and  the  black  ;  nor  born  with  equal  talents 
[of  mind,  or  a  capacity  to  improve  them  ;  and  there- 
ifore  continued  always  in  the  condition  of  fervants, 
hvithout  ever  afpiring  to  match  out  of  their  own 
Irace,  which  in  that  country  would  be  reckoned 
Imonfrrous  and  unnatural. 

I   made   his   honour  my  moft   humble  acknow- 

iledgements  for  the  good  opinion  he  was  pleafed  to 

tconceive  of  me  ;  but  afTured  him,  at  the  lame  time, 

ijthat  my  birth  was  of  the  lower  fort,  having  been 

nborn  of  plain  honeft  parents,  who  were  }uft  able  to 

jfgive  me  a  tolerable  education;  that  nobility  among 

rus  was  altogether  a  diff.rent  thing  from  the  idea  he 

I  had  of  it ;  that  our  young  noblemen  are  bred  from 

:heir  childhood  in   idlenefs  and  luxury}  that,  as 

foon 
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foon  as  years  will  permit,  they  confume  their  vi- 
gour, and  contract  odious  difeafes  among  lewd  fe- 
males ;  and  when  their  fortunes  are  almoft  ruined, 
they  marry  fome  woman  ot  mean  birth,  difagreea- 
ble  pei'fon,  and  unfound  conftitution,  merely  for 
the  fake  of  money,  whom  they  hate  and  deipife. 
That  the  productions  of  fuch  marriages  are  gene- 
rally fcrophulous,  rickety,  or  deformed  children  ; 
by  which  means  the  family  feldom  continues  above 
three  generations,  unlefs  the  wife  takes  care  to  pro- 
vide a  healthy  father  among  her  neighbours  or  do- 
ine/Hcs,  in  order  to  improve  and  continue  the  breed  •, 
That  a  weak  difeafed  body,  a  meagre  conntenancev 
and  fallow  complexion,  are  the  true  marks  of  no- 
ble blood  ;  and  a  healthy-  robuft  appearance,  is  fo 
difgraceful  in  a  man  of  quality,  that  the  world 
concludes  his  real  father  to  have  been  a  groom,  or* 
a  coachman.  The  imperfections  of  his  mind  run 
parallel  with  thofe  of  his  body,  being  a  compoiltion 
of  fpleen,  dulnefs,  ignorance,-  caprice,  fenfuality,. 
and  pride. 

Without  the  confcnt  of  this  iiluftrious  body,  no 
law  can  be  enacttd,  repealed,  or  altered  ;  and  thefe 
nobles  have  likewiie  the  decilions  of  all  our  policf- 
fions,  without  appeal.. 


C   H    A    P.       VII. 

The  author's  great  love  of  his  native   country.     His 
majier's  obfervations  upon  the   conftitution    and  ad' 
miniftration  of  England^  as  defcribed  by  the  author 
vjith  parallel  cafes  and  comparifons  .     His  maftors- 
obfervations  upon  human  nature. 

rT^HE   reader  may  be  difpofed  to  wonder,    how  I 
•*•    could  prevail  on  myfelf  to  give  a  true  reprefenta- 

tioa 
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lion  of  my  own  ipecies  among  a  race  of  mortals,  who 
are  already  loo  apt  to  conceive  the  vilelt  opinion 
of  human  Kind  from  that  intire  congruity  betwixt 
me  and  their  yahoos.  But  I  mult  freely  confcfs,  that 
the  many  virtues  of  thofe  excellent  quadrupeds,  pla- 
ted in  oppoiite  view  to  human  corruptions,  had  fo 
far  opened  my  eyes,  and  enlarged  my  underftand- 
ing,  that  I  bcg;m  to  view  the  actions  and  paiEons 
of  man  in  a  very  different  light;  and  to  think  the 
(honour  of  my  own  kind  not  worth  managing  ; 
which  beiides  it  was  impoffiblc  for  me  to  do  before 
H  perfon  of  fo  acute  a  judgement  as  my  mailer,  who 
jai'.y  convinced  me  or  a  thoufand  faults  in  myfelf, 
thereof  I  had  not  the  leall  perception  before,  and 
which  with  us  would  never  be  numbered  even  a- 
:jnong  human  infirmities.  I  had  likewife  learned 
'Tom  his  example  an  utter  delegation  of  all  falle- 
hood  or  diiguiie  ;.  and  truth  appeared  fo  amiable  to 
jne,  that  I  determined  upon  facrificing  every  thing 
Jo  it. 

Let  me  deal  fo  candidly  with   the    reader   as    to 

:onfefs  that  there  was  a  much  ftronser  motive  for 

• 
he  freedom  I  took  in  my  representation  of  things. 

had  not  been  a  year  in  this  countrv,  before  I  con- 
*  * 

::racled  fuch  a  love  and  veneration  for  the  inhabi- 
iiams,  that  I  entered  on  a  firm  refolurion  never  to 
leturn  to  human  kind,  but  to  pafs  the  reft  of  my 
l|ife  among  thefe  admirable  Houyhnhnms  in  the 
Montemphuion  and  practice  of  every  virtue,  where 

could  have  no  example  or  incitement  to  vice.  But 
K  was  decreed  by  fortune,  my  perpetual  enemy,  that 
•jo  great  a  felicity  fhould  not  tall  to  my  iliare.  How- 

iver,  ic  is  now  fome  comfort  to  refledt,  that,  in 
what  I  faid  of  my  countrymen,  I  extenuated  their 

tults  as  much  as  I  durft  before  fo  firict  an  exami- 
£ier  ;  and  upon  every  article  gave  as  favourable  a 
iJurn  as  the  matter  would  bear.  For  indeed  who  is 

here  alive,  that  will  not  be  fwayed  by  his  byafs  and 
.  jMrtulity  to  the  place  of  his  birth.  v 

1  have 


2i4        GULLIVER'S  TRAVELS.        Tart  V 

I  have  related  the  fubftance  of  feveral  convert 
tions  I  had  with  my  nrailer,  during  the  greate 
part  of  the  time  I  had  the  honour  to  be  in  his  lei 
vice  ;  hut  have  indeed,  for  brevity's  fake,  omitte 
much  more  than  is  here  let  down. 

When  I  had  anfwcred  all  his  quefiions,  and  h 
curioiuy  fcemed  to  be  fully  fatisfied,  he  fent  for  n: 
one  morning  early,  and  commanding  metofitdow 
at  (bme  diiiance  (an  honour  which  he  had  never  b< 
fore  conferred  upon  me),  he  faid,  he  had  been  ver 
feriouilyconfidering  my  whole  ftory,  fo  far  as  it  r< 
lated  both  to  myfelf  and  country  :  that  he  looke 
upon  us  as  a  fort  of  animals,  to  whole  fhare,  b 
what  accident  he  could  not  conjecture,  fome  fma  ( 
pittance  of  reafon  had  fallen,  whereof  we  made  n  , 
other  ufe,  than  by  its  affiftance  to  aggravate  our -m 
tural  corruptions,  and  10  acquire  new  ones,  whic  , 
nature  had  not  given  us  :  that  wedifarmed  ourfelvt 
of  the  few  abilities  ihe  had  bellowed  ;  had  bee 
very  fuccefsful  in  multiplying  our  original  want* 
and  feemed  to  fpend  our  whole  lives  in  vain  ende; 
Tours  to  iupply  ihem  by  our  own  inventions.  Th; 
as  to  myfelf  it  was  manifeil,  I  had  neither  th 
ftrength  or  agility  of  a  common  yahoo  ;  that  I  walk 
ed  infirmly  on  my  hinder  feet-,  had  found  out 
contrivance  to  make  my  claws  of  no  life  or  defence 
and  to  remove  the  hair  from  my  chin,  which  wa 
intended  as  a  fnelter  from  the  fun  and  the  weathei 
Laftly,  That  1  could  neither  run  with  fpeed.  no 
climb  trees  like  ^brethren  (as  he  called  them),th 
yahoos  in  this  country. 

That  our  inftiuuions  of  government  andAzivwen 
plainly  owing  to  our  grofs  defeats  in  r<afon,  and  b; 
confequence  in  virtue  ;  becauie  reafon  alone  is  fut 
ficient  to  govern  a  rational  creature;  which  wa 
therefore  a  character  we  had  no  pretence  to  chal 
lenge,  even  from  the  account  I  had  given  of  m> 
own  people  :  although  hemanifeftly  perceived,  tha 
in  order  to  favour  them,  I  had  concealed  man] 

particular: 
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irticulars,  and  often  fcrid  the  thing  which  ILKIS  not. 
He  was  the  more  conlirmed  in  this  opinion  l>c- 
ule  he  obferved,  that  as  I  agreed  in  every  feature 
my  body  with  oilier  yahoos,  except  where  it  was 
my  real  diladvantage,  in  point  of  ftrengdi,  fpeed, 
jid  activity,  the  fhortnefs  of  my  claws,  and  lome 
<|her  particulars  where  nature  had  no  part ;  ib  from 
ic  reprefentation  I  had  given  him  of  our  lives,  our 
banners,  and  our  actions,  he  found  as  near  a  reiem- 
i.mce  in  the  difpoiition  of  our  minds.  He  (aid 
Je  yahoos  were  known  to  hate  one  another,  more 
Jan  they  did  any  different  ipecies  of  animals;  and 
ic  reafon  uiuaily  afligned  was,  the  odioufnefs  of 
Jeir  own  fhapes,  which  all  could  fee  in  the  reft  but 
i>t  in  themfeives.  He  had  therefore  begun  to 
jink  it  not  unwife  in  us  to  cover  our  bodies,  and 
r  that  invention  conceal  many  of  our  deformities 
torn  each  other,  which  would  elfe  be  hardly  (up- 
j)rtable.  But  he  now  found  he  had  been  mif- 
iken,  and  that  the  diiTenffions  of  thofe  brutes 
j  his  country  were  owing  to  the  fame  caufe 
ith  ours>  as  1  had  defcribed  them.  For  if  (faid 
:)  you  throw  among  five  yahoos  as  much  food  as 
'3uld  be  fufficient  for  tifcy,  they  will,  inflead  of 
^ting  peaceably,  fall  together  by  the  ears,  each  fin- 
e  one  impatient  to  have  all^to  itfilf;  and  therefore 
jnervant  was  ulually  employed  to  ftand  by  while 
ley  were  feeding  abroad,  and  thofe  kept  at  home 
Vre  tied  at  a  diftance  from  each  other  ;  that  if  a 
c>w  died  of  age  or  accident,  before  a  Houyhnhnm 
^uld  fecure  it  for  his  ovrnyahws,  thofe  in  the  neigh- 
Ipurhood  would  come  in  herds  to  feize  it,  and  then 
'Duld  enfue  fuch  a  battle  as  I  had  defcribed,  with 
irrible  wounds  made  by  their  claws  on  both  fides, 
uhough  they  fclciom  were  able  to  kill  one  another 
::r  want  of  fuch  convenient  inftrumenrs  of  death 
:•  we  had  invented.  At  other  times  the  like  bar- 
i':s  have  been  fought  between  the  yabcos  of  itveral 
tighbuurhoods  without  any  vifible  cauie  :  thofe  of 

one 
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one  diftrict  watching  all  opportunities  to  furprife  tl 
next,  before  they  are  prepared  But  if  they  fin 
their  project  hath  mifcarried,  they  return  horn 
and,  for  want  of  enemies,  engage  in  what  I  call 
civil  war  among  themfelves. 

That  in  fome  fields  of  his  country  there  are  cei 
tain  Jhiniijg  ftones  of  feveral   colours,   whereof  tl 
yahoos  are  violently  fond  ;  and    when  part  of  the;  | 
Hones  is  fixed  in  the  earth,  as  it  fometimes  happer  j 
eth,  they  will  dig  with  their  claws  for  whole  days  tl 
get  them  out;  then  carry  them  away  and  hide  then 
by  heaps  in  their  kennels  ;but  Mill  looking  round  wii  < 
great  caution,  for  fear  their  comrades  fliould  find  or 
their   treasure.     My    mailer  faid,    he   could   nev<[ 
difcover  the  reafon  of  this  unnatural  appetite,  c,, 
liow  theie  ftones  could  be  of  any  ufe  to  a  yahoc 
but  now  he  believed  it  might  proceed  from  the  iartj 
principle  of  avarice,  which  I  had  afcribed  to  mar 
kind:   that    he  had   once,   by  way  of  experiment 
privately  removed  a  heap  of  thefe  ftones  from  tl- 
place  where  one  of  his  yahoos  had  buried  it;  when  \ 
upon  the  fordid  animal,  miffing  his  treafure,  by  h 
loud  lamenting  brought  the  whole  herd  to  the  pluo 
there  miferably  howled,  then  fell  to  biting  and  teai 
ing  the  reft ;  began  to  pine  away,  would  neither  ea 
nor  fleep,   nor  work,   till  he  ordered  a  fervant  pr: 
vately  to  convey  thejtones  into  the  fame  hole,  an 
hide  them  as  before  ;    which   when    his  yahoo  ha 
found,  he  prefently  recovered  his  fpirits,  and  goo 
humour,  but  took  care  to  remove  them  to  a  bette 
hiding-place,  and  hath  ever  lince  been  a  very  fer 
viceable  brute* . 

My  mafter  farther  affured  me,  which  I  alfo  ob 

ferved  myfelf,  that  in  the  fields  where    the  f.Anh± 

jlones  abound,  the  iierceft  and  moft  frequent  battle 

are  fought,  occaiioned  by  perpetual  inroads  of  th< 

neighbouring  yahoos. 

*   Nothirg  can  be  fa;d  to  make  avarice  a  greater  reproach  to  man 
kir.J,  exc-p'c  '.hat  it  is   a  vice  which  this  ikf'cription  will  not  cure. 

H 
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He  fiid,  it  was  common,  when  two  yahoos  difco- 
•ered  fuch  ajtone  in  a  field,  and  were  contending 
vhich  of  them  fhould  be  the  proprietor,  a  third 
vould  take  the  advantage,  and  carry  it  away  from 
hem  both  ;  which  my  mailer  would  needs  contend 
o  have  fome  kind  of  refemblance  with  ourfuifs  at 
ITU  ;  wherein  1  thought  it  for  our  credit  not  to  un- 
Icceive  him  ;  lincc  the  deciiion  he  mentioned  was 
nuch  more  equitable  than  many  degrees  among  us  ; 
ecaufe  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  there  loft  no- 
hing  beiide  the  ftone  they  contended  for,  whereas 
,ur  courts  of  equity  would  never  have  difmifTed  the 
>aufe,  while  either  of  them  had  any  thing  left. 

My  'matter  continuing  his  difcourfe,  laid,  there 
ras  nothing  that  rendered  the  yahoos  more  odious, 
pan  their  undiftinguilhing  appetite  to  devour  every 
liing  that  came  in  their  way,  whether  herbs,  roots, 
.crries,  the  corrupted  iiefh  of  animals,  or  all  min- 
ted together  :  and  it  was  peculiar  in  their  temper, 
lat  they  were  fonder  of  what  they  could  get  by 
ipine  or  Health  at  a  greater  diftance,  than  much 
ctter  food  provided  for  them  at  home.  If  their 
rey  held  out,  they  would  eat  till  tliey  were  ready 
j  burft,  after  which  nature  had  pointed  out  to 
lem  a  certain  root  that  gave  them  a  general  eva- 
j  at  ion. 

There  was  alfo  another  kind  of  root,  very  juicy, 

]at  fome  what  rare  and  difficult  to  be  found,  which 

jie  yahoos  fought    for    with   much   eagernefs.    and 

ould  fuck   it    with  great  delight ;  it  produced  in 

icm   the  lame  effects,  that    wine   hath    upon  us. 

would   make  them   fometimes   hug,    and  fome- 
;mcs   tear   one   another;    they   would   howl,    and 
•in,  and  chatter,  and  reel,  and  tumble,  and  then 
.11  afleep  in  the  mud. 

•I  did  indeed  obferve,  that  iht yahoos  were  the  on* 

animals  in  this  country  fubject  to  any  difeafes  ; 
hich  however  were  much  fewer  than  horfes  have 
nong  us,  and  contracted  not  by  any  ili  treatment 

VOL,  V.  T  they 
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they  meet  with,  but  by  the  naftinefs  and  greedim 
or  that  fordid   brute.     Neither  has  their  langua; 
any  more  than  a  general  appellation  for  thofe   m 
ladies,  vv;-ich   is  borrowed  from  the  name   of  tls 
Ivjalr,   and  called  hnea-yahoo  or  the  yahoo's  evil,  ar 
the  cure  prescribed  is   a  mixture  of  their  own  du, 
and  urine^   forcibly   pat    down  the  yahoo's  thro; 
This  I  have  ilnce  often  known  to  have  been  tab 
with  fuccefs,   and   do  here  freely  recommend  it 
rny  ccuntrymen,  for   the   public-good,  as    an  a 
mirable  fpecific  againft  ail  difeaies  produced  by  r ' 
pletion. 

As  to  learning,  government,  art?,  manufacture; 
and  the  like,  my   mailer  conferred,  he   could  fir 
little  or  no  refemblance  between  the  yahoos  of  th  j 
country  and  thofe  in  ours.     For  he  only  meant 
obierve,  what  parity  there  was  in  our  natures.    r 
had  heard  indeed  fome   curious  Houyhnhnms  o  I 
ferve,  that  in  moft  herds  there  was  a  fort  of  rulii , 
ynhoj  (as  among  us  there  is  generally  fome  leadii 
or  principal   frag  in  a  park)   who  was  always  mo 
deformed  in  body,  and  mifchievQus  in  difpofttion^  th; ' 
any  of  the  reft.     That  this  .leader  had  ufually  a  f  \ 
you  rite  as  like  kimfetf  as  he  could  get,  whofe  er 
ployment  was  to  lick  his  mafter's  feet  and  pofteriot 
and  drive  the  female    yahoos   to  his   kennel  *  ;  fi 
which  he  was   now  and  then  rewarded  with  a  pie 
of  afs's  flefh.     This  favourite  is  hated  by  the  who> 
he;d;  and  therefore  to  protect  himfelf  keeps  ai 
ways  near  the  perfon  of  his  leader.     He  ufually  coi 
tinues  in  ofHce,  till  a  worfe  can  be  found  ;  but  tl 
veiy  moment  he  is   difcarded,  his  fuccefTor  at  tl 
head  of  all  the  yahoos  in  that  diftricl:,  young  ar 
qid,  male  and  female,  come  .into  a  body,  and  di 
charge  their  excrement  upon   hjm  from  head  i 
fogt.     But  how  far  this  might  be  applicable  to  01 

*  Flattery  and  pimping, 

cour 
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iurts  and  favourite s,  and  niir.iflers  cfjiaic^  my  ma- 
ter faid  I  could  belt  determine. 

I  durft  make  no  return  to  this  nuluions  infir.i:- 
tion,  which  debafed  human  undei  (landing  below 
he  fagacity  of  a  common  hound,  who  hath  judge - 
nent  enough  to  difrinouifh  and  follow  die  crv  o* 

^  O  * 

-he  d/>/?/?  dog  in  tLi-  jM.'A,  without  being  ever  mxf- 
taken. 

My  matter  to]d  me  there  was  fome  qualities  re- 
narkable  in  the  yahoos y  which  he  had  not  cbferved 

+*  * 

•ic  to  mention,  or  at  leaft  very  flightly,  in  the  ac- 
ounts  I  had  given  him  of  human  kind  ;  he  faid, 
lofe  animals,  like  other  brutes,  had  their  females 
)  common  ;  but  in  this  they  differed,  that  th<- 
>ie  yahoo  would  admit  the  male,  while  ihe  was 
'regnant;  and  that  the  hees  would  quarrel  and 
ight  with  the  females,  as  fiercely  as  with  each  cr- 
ier ;  both  with  practices  were  fuch  degrees  of  in 
imous  brutality,  as  no  other  fenfative  creature  c- 
!er  arrived  at. 

Another  thing  he  v/ondered  at  5n  the  yahoo,  was 

leir   ftrange  difpofition     to  naftinefs     and   dirt ; 

hereas  there  appears  to  be  a  natural  love  of  clean- 

nefs  in  all  other  animals.     As  to  the  two  former 

rcufations,  I  was  glad   to    let    them   pafs  without 

ly  reply,  becaufe  I  had  nor  a  word  to  offer  upon 

lem  in  defence  of  my  fpecies,   which   otherwife  I 

Ttainly  had  done  from  my  own  inclinations.    But 

could  have   eafily  vindicated   human   kind  from 

\e  imputation  of  fingulamy   upon  the  In  ft  article, 

there  had  been  any  fwive  in  that  country  (as  un- 

ckily  for  me  there  were  not),  which,  although  it 

,iy  be  a  fateler  quadruped  than  a  yzhoo,  cannot 

'•humbly   conceive,    in  juftice,  pretend    to   more 

eanlineis;  and    fo  his   honour  himielf  muft  have 

vned,  if  he  had  fcen  their  filthy  way  of  feeding, 

d  their  cuflom  of  wallov.-ing  and  fleeping  in  the 

ud. 

My  JT7af;cr  likewifc  mentioned   another  quality, 

T  2 
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which  his  fervants  had  difcovered  in  feveral  yahoos; 
and  to  him  was  wholly  unaccountable.     He  laid,  ;j 
fancy  would   fometimes  take  a.  yahoo  to  retire  intti 
a  corner,  to  lie  down,  and  howl    and    groan,  am1 
fpurn  away  all   that  came   near  him,-  although  h  \ 
were  young  and  fat,  wanted   neither  food  nor  wa 
ter  ;  nor  did  the  fervants  imagine   what  could  poi 
iibly  ail   him.     And   the  only  remedy   they  foun< 
•was  to  fet  him  to  hard  work,  after  which  he  woul 
infallibly  come   to   himfelf.     To  this  I  was  fileni 
out  of  partiality  to  my  own  kind  :  yet  here  I  coul 
plainly  difcover  the  true  feeds  of  (plfen,  which  onl 
ieizeth  on   the   lazy,  the  luxurious  and   the   rich 
who  if  they  were  forced  to  undergo   the  fame  reg, 
men,  I  would  undertake  for  the  cure. 

His  honour  had  farther  obferved,  that  a  femal 
yahoo  would  often   {land  behind  a  bank  or  a  buf , 
to  gaze  on  the  young  males  paffing   by,  and  the 
appear,   and  hide,  uiing  many    antic   gellures  an 
grimaces,   at  which   time   it  was  obferved  that  fh  j 
had  a  moll  cffsnjive  fmell  ;  and  when  any  of  th  j 
males  advanced,  would  {lowly  retire,  looking  ofte  , 
back,  and  \yith   a  counterfeit  {hew  of  fear  run  o  , 
into  fome   convenient  place,  where  {lie   knew  th  J 
male  would  follow  her. 

At  other  times,  if  a  female  (transer  came  amon 

*  *•—» 

them,  three  or  four  of  her  own  lex  would  get  £ 
bout  her,  and  flare,  and  chatter,  and  grin,  an 
fmell  her  all  over;  and  then  turn  off,  with  geftun 
that  {earned  to  exprefs  contempt  and  difdain. 

Perhaps  my  mailer  might  refine  a  little  on  the! 
fpeculations,  which  he  had  drawn  fsom  what  h 
obferved  himfelf,  or  had  been  told  him  by  others 
however  I  could  not  reflect  without  fome  amaze 
ment  and  much  forow,  that  the  rudiments  of  kw& 
nefs>  coquetry,  ccnfure  andfcandal  fhould  have  plac 
by  inftinct  in  womankind. 

I  expected  every  moment,  that  my  mailer  woul 
accufe  the  yahoos  of  thole  unnatural  appetites  ii 

boll 
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both  Jexes,  fo  common  among  us.  But  nature, 
it  Teems,  hath  not  been  To  expert  a  fchool miftrefs ; 
and  thefe  politer  pleafures  are  entirely  the  produc- 
tions of  art  and  reafon  on  our  fide  of  the  globe. 


C  II  A  P.     VIII. 

be  author  relates  federal  /  ^iici'lcrs  of  t'r.c  yahoo-. 
The  great  virtues  of  the  Hsitybnhnms,     The.  eou-:.i 
tion  and  cxcrcife  of  their  youth,     Their  gc::c:  al  aj~- 

Jcmbly. 

S  I  ought  to  have  uru!erfrood  human   nature 
much  better,  than  I  i'lppofed  i:  poinble   (o>- 
mafter  to   do,  ib  it  was  eafy  to  apply  ihe  ch;t- 
he   gave   of  the  yai-cos  to   myitrir    and  m^ 
>untrymen ;  and  I  believed,  I  could  yet  mnkc  far- 
difcoveries  from  my  own  obfervaiion,  I  there- 
re  often  begged  his  honour  to  let  me  go  among 
ic  herds  of  yahoos  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  vn.icb' 
ic  always   very  gracioufly  conferred,    being  ne-r- 
xtly  convinced,  that  the  hatred  I  bore  thefe  bra:?: 
)uid  never  iuffer   me    to  be   corrupted  by  them  ; 
id  his  honour    ordered  one    of  his  fervants,    a 
trong  forrel-nag,  very  honeft  and   good-rjatured, 
be  my  guard,  without  whofe  proteiElioi:  1  durft 
undertake  fuch  adventures.     For  I  have  alrca- 
told    the  reader,  how  much  I  v.*as  peftered  by 
lofe  odious  animals  upon  my  firft  arrival.     And 
afterwards   failed  very    narrowly   three    or   four 
.mes  of  falling  into  their  clutches,  r'hen  I  happen 
1  to  Uray  at  any   diitance  without    my    hanger. 
.nd  I  have  reafon  to  believe  they  had  feme  imagi- 
uion  that  I  \vas  of  their  own   fpeces,  \vhich  I  of- 
affifted  myfelf,  by  ftripping  up  my  ileeves,  anj 
icwing  my  naked  arms  and  bread  in  their  fighr, 

T  3  when 
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\vhen  my  protestor  was  with  me.  At  which  times 
they  would  approach  as  near  as  they  dm  ft,  and  i- 
mitate  my  actions  after  the  manner  of  monkies, 
but  ever  with  great  iigns  of  hatred  ;  as  a  tame  jack- 
daw with  cap  and  (locking  is  always  perfecuted  by 
the  wild  ones,  when  he  happens  to  be  got  among 
them. 

They  are  prodigioufly  nimble  from  their  infancy; 

however  I  once  caught  a  young  male  of  three  yeais 

old,   and  endeavoured   by  all   marks   of  tenderneis 

to  make  it  quiet  j   but  the  little  imp  fell  a  fqualling, 

and  fcratching,    and    biting,    with    fuch  violence, 

that  I    was  forced    to  let   it  go ;   and    it   was  high 

time  ;  for  a  whole   troop  of  old   ones  came   about 

us  at  the  noife  ;  but  finding  the   cub  was  fafe  (for 

away  it    ran),    and  my   forrel   nag  being  by,  they 

durft  not  venture  near  us.     I   observed  the  young 

animal's  flefh  to  fmell  very  rank,   and  the  fiink  wa« 

fomewhat  beyond   a    iveafel  and  a  fox,  but   mucl 

more  difagreeable.     I  forgot  another  circumfhinci 

(and  perhaps  I  might   have  the  reader's  pardon,  i 

it  were  wholly  omitted),   that  while  I  held   the  odi    i 

ous  vermin  in  my  hands,  it  voided  its  filthy  excre  .  i 

ments,  of  a  yellow  liquid    fubftance,  all  over  nv,  i 

cloaths;  but    by  ,'good   fortune   there   was   a  fmal    , 

brook  hard  by,  where  I  wafhed  myfelf  as  clean  a    ; 

I  could ;   although  I  durft  not   come   into  my  ma    ; 

fter's  prefence,  until  i  were  fufficiently  aired. 

By  what  I  could  difcover,  the  yahoos  appear  till 
be  the  moft  unteachabie  of  all  animals ;  their  capa 
cities  never  reaching  higher   than  to  draw  or  carr    j 
burdens.     Yet  I  am  of  opinion,  this  defect   arifetl    r 
chiefly  from  a    perverfe,  reftive   difpoOtion  :    Fo    ; 
ithey  are  cunning,  malicious,  treacherous,   and  re    t 
vengeful.     They   are  ftrong  and   hardy,   but  of      { 
cowardly  fpirit,  and    by  confequence   infulent,  ab 
ject,  and  cruel.     It  is  obferved,  (hat  the  red-hairc     ( 
of  both  fcxes  are  more  libidinous  and  mifchievoi 

thai    ; 
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than  the    reft,   whom    yet  they    much    exceed   in 
ftrength  and  activity. 

The  Houyhnhnms  keep  the  yahoos  for  prefent 
ufe  in  huts  not  far  from  the  houfe  ;  but  the  reft 
are  fent  abroad  to  certain  fields,  where  they  dig  up 
roots,  eat  feveral  kinds  of  herbs,  and  il-arch  about 
for  carrion,  or  fometimes  catch  weaieU  and  lubimbii 
(a  fort  of  wild  rat),  which  they  greedily  devour. 
Nature  hath  taught  them  to  dig  deep  holes  with 
their  nails  on  the  fide  of  a  riling  ground,  when. in 
they  lie  by  themfelves  ;  only  the  kennels  of  the 
females  are  larger,  fufHcient  to  hold  two  or  three 


They  fwim  from  their  infancy  like  fYogs,  and  are 
able  to  continue  long  under  water,  where  they  of- 
ten take  filh,  which  the  females  carry  home  to  their 
young.  And  upon  this  occafion  I  hope  the  reader 
will  pardon  my  relating  an  odd  adventure. 

Being   one   day  abroad   with  my  protector,   the 
forrel-nag,  and  the   weather   exceeding   hot,   I  in- 
treated  him  to  let  me  bathe  in  a  river  that  was  near. 
He  confented,   and  I  immediately  ilripped   myfelf 
(lark-naked,  and  went  down  foftly  into  the  dream. 
It  happened  that  a  young  female   yahoo,  {landing 
behind  a  bank,  favv  the  whole  proceeding,  and  in- 
flamed by  defire,  as  the  nag  and  I  conjectured,  came 
running  with  all  fpeed,  and  leaped  into   the  water 
within  rive  yards  of  the  place  where  I  bathed.     I 
was  never  in  my  life   fo  terribly  frighted  ;  the  nag 
was  gazing  at  fome  diftance,  not  fuipecling  any 
harm,     bhe  embraced  me,  after    a   mod   fuifome 
manner  :   I  roared  as  loud  as  I  could,  and  the  nag 
came  galloping  towards  me  ;   whereupon   fhe  quit- 
ted her  grafp  with  the  utmofl  reluctancy,  and  leap- 
ed upon  the  oppofite  bank,  where  Ihe  liood  gazing 
and   howling   ail   the  time  I    was   putting    on   my 
cloaths. 

This  was  a  matter  of  diverfion  to  my  mailer  and 
his  family,    as  well  as  of  mortification  to  myfelf. 

For 
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For  now  I  could  no  longer  deny,  that  I  was  a  real 
yahoo  in  every  limb  and  feature,  flnce  the  females 
had  a  natural  propemliy  to  me,  as  one  of  their 
own  fpecies  :  neither  was  the  hair  of  this  brute  of 
a  red  colour  (which  might  have  been  fome  excufe 
for  an  appetite  a  lictle  irregular),  but  black  as  a 
floe,  and  her  countenance  did  not  make  an  appear- 
ance altogether  fo  hideous  as  the  refl  of  her  kind  ;, 
for,  I  think,  flie  could  not  be  above  eleven  years- 
old. 

Having  lived  three  years  in  this  country,  the 
reader,  1  fuppofe,  will  expecl,  that  I  fhould,  like 
other  travellers,  give  him  fome  account  of  the  man*- 
ners  and  cuftoms  of  its  inhabitants,  which  it  was- 
indeed  my  principal  ftudy  to  learn. 

As  thefe  noble  Houyhnhnms  are  endued  by  na- 
ture with  a  general  difpoiition  to  all  virtues,  and' 
have  no  conceptions  or  idens  of  what  is  evil- in  a  ra- 
tional creature;  fo  their  grand  maxim  is,  to  culti- 
vate reafon,  and  to  be  wholly  governed  by  it.  Nei- 
ther is  reafon  among  them  a  point  problematical, 
as  with  us,  where  men  can  argue  with  plaufibility 
on  both  iides  of  a  queftion  ;  but  ftrikes  you  with/ 
immediate  conviclion  ;  as  it  muft  needs  do,  where 
it  is  not  mingled,  obfcured,  or  difcoloured,  by 
paffion  and  intereft.  I  remember  it  was  with  ex- 
treme difficulty,  that  I  could  bring  my  matter  to 
underftand  the  meaning  of  the  word  opinion,  or 
how  a  point  could  be  difputable ;  becaufe  reafon 
taught  us  to  affirm  or  deny  only  where  we  are  cer- 
tain; and  beyond  our  knowledge  we  cannot  do  ei- 
ther: So  that  controveriies,  wranglings,  difputes, 
and  pofitivenefs,  in  falfe  or  dubious  proportions, 
are  evils  unknown  among  the  Houyhnhnms.  In 
the  like  manner,  when  I  ufed  to  explain  to  him  our 
feveral  fyftems  of  natural  philolbphy,  he  would 
laugh,  that  a  creature  pretending  to  reafon,  fhould 
value  itfelf  upon  the  knowledge  of  other  people's 
conjectures,  and  in  things  wheic  that  knowledge, 

if 
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if  it  were  certain,  could  be  of  no  ufe  :  wherein  he 
agreed  entirely  witlv  the.  fentiments  of  Socrates,  as 
Plato  delivers  them  ;  which  I  mention  as  the  high- 
eft  honour  I  can  do  that  prince  of  philofophers.  I 
have  often  fince  reflected,  what  deflruction  fuch.  a, 
doctrine  would  make  in  the  libraries  of  Europe  ; 
and  how  many  paths  to  fame  would  be  then  ihut 
up  in  the  learned  world. 

Friendship  and  benevolence  are  the  two  principal 
virtues  among  the  Houyhnhnms  *  ;  and  thefe  not 
confined  to  particular  objects,  but  univerfal,  to  the 
whole  race.  For  a  ftranger  from  the  remuteft  parts 
is  equally  treated  with  the  neareft  neighbour ;  and 
where-ever  he  goes,  looks  upon  himfelf  as  at  home. 
They  preferve  decency  and  civility  in  the  higheft 
degrees  ;  but  are  altogether  ignorant  of  ceremony. 
They  have  no  fondnefs  for  their  colts  or  foles  ; 
but  the  care  they  take  in  educating  them,  proceed- 
eth  entirely  from  the  dictates  of  reafon  •\r.  And  I 
obferved  my  matter  to  (hew  the  fame  affection  to 
his  neighbour's  iiTue,  that  he  had  for  his  own, 
They  will  have  it,  that  Nature  teaches  them  to 
love  the  whole  fpecies,  and  it  is  reafon,  only  that 
maketh  a  diftinction  of  perfons,  where  there  is  a  fu- 
perior  degree  of  virtue  |, 

When  the  matron  Houyhnhnms  have  produced 
one  of  each  fex,  they  no  longer  accompany  with 
their  coaforts,  except  they  loie  one  of  their  iffue. 

*  Their  virtuous  qualities  are- only  rveeative.      Orrery; 

•f-  We  here  view  the  pure  inrtinds  of"  unites,  adbr.g  in  their  narrow 
fphare,  merely  for  ;heir  immediate  prefcrvsticn.  One-?. 

\  It  may  perhaps  be  thought  fomewhat  ftrsrtge,  ihat  the  fenfe  of 
the  noble  Commentator  f-ould  appear  to  be  cirectly  oppoiite  to  that 
ot  the.  author,  in  the  pafTages  winch  theft  notes  were  intended  to  il- 
lilftrate.  Bur  this  apparent  oppofition  may  arife  merely  from  their 
uii.-g  the  fame  word  in  an  ojpofite  fenfe  ;  as  by  the  word  ccr.d-ur,  his 
LoroHiip  always  means  a  quality  \\hich  inclines  a  man  to  pur  the 
worft  conltrudion  upon  the  words  and  a&ions  of  another  j  and  Ly 
candour,  the  Dean  always  means  juft  the  contrary. 

G  mpare  the  rwte  from  O^rerj^  in  Gulliver's  Travels,  vol.  ir. 
p.  563.  with  Swift's  apology  for  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  in  vol.  i.  p.  2. 

br 
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by  feme  cafualty,  which  very  feldbm  happens: 
but  in  fuch  a  cafe  they  meet  again  ;  or  when  the 
like  accident  befals  a  perfon  whofewife  is  part  bear- 
ing, fome  other  couple  beftow  on  him  one  of  their  ; 
own  colts,  and  then  go  together  again  until  the 
mother  is  pregnant.  The  caution  is  neceffary  to  •' 
prevent  the  country  from  being  over  burdened  with 
puinbers.  But  the  race  of  inferior  Houyhnhnms-, 
bred  up  to  be  fervants,  is  not  fo  ftrictly  limited  up- 
on this  article ;  thefe  are  allowed  to  produce  three 
of  each  fex  to  be  domeftics  in  the  noble  families. 

In  their  marriages,  they  are  exactly  cii:  i  Tul  to 
choofe  fuch.  colours  as  will  not  make  any  difagree- 
able  mixture  in  the  breed.  Strength  is  chiefly  va- 
lued in  the  male,  and  comelinefs  in  the  female;  nQt 
upon  the  account  of  love,  but  to  preferve  the  race 
from  degenerating;  for  where  a  female  happens  to 
excel  in  ftrengtb,  a  conibrt  it  chofen  with  regard 
to  comelinefs. 

Court/hip,  love,  prefents,  jointures,  fettlements, 
have  no  place  in  their  thoughts  ;  or  terms  whereby 
to  exprefs  them  in  their  language.  The  young 
cr-uple  meet  and  are  joined,  merely  becaufe  it  is  the 
deu rmination  of  their  parents  and  friends:  it  is 
what  they  fee  done  every  day,  and  they  look  up- 
on i*  as  one  of-  the  nectflary  actions  of  a  reafbnable 
being.  But  the  violation  of  marriage,  or  any  other 
unchaftity,  was  never  heard  of;  and*  the  married 
pair  pafs  their  lives  with  the  fame  friendfhip,  and 
mutual  benevolence,  that  they  bear  to  others  of 
the  fame  fpecies  who  come  in  their  way;  without 
jealoufy,  fondnefs,  quarrelling,  or  diicontent. 

In  educating  the  youth  of  both  fexes,  their  me-- 
thod  is  admirable,  and  highly  deierveth  our  imita- 
tion. Thefe  are  not  fuffered  to  tafte  a  grain  of 
oats,  except  upon  certain  days,  till  eighteen  years 
old ;  nor  milk,  but  very  rarely ;  and  in  fummer 
they  graze  two  hours  in  the  morning,  and  as  many 
in  the  evening,  which  their  parents  likewife  ob- 

ferve  j.- 
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ferve ;  but  the  fe.r.vants  are  not  allowed  above  halt 
that  time,  and  a  great  part  of  their  grafs  is  brought 
home,  which  they  eat  at  the  molt  convenient 
hours,  when  they  can  be  bed  fpared  from  work. 

Temperance,  indultry,  exercife,  and  cleanlinefs, 
are  the  leiTons  equally  enjoined  to  the  young  ones 
of  both  fexes  :  and  my  mailer  thought  it  monftrous 
in  us  to  give  the  females  a  different  kind  of  educa- 
tion from  the  males,  except  in  fome  articles  of  do- 
meftic  management ;  whereby,  as  he  truly  obfer- 
ved,  one  half  of  our  natives  were  good  for  nothing 
but  bringing  children  into  the  world;  and  to  truft 
the  care  of  our  children  to  fuch  ufelefs  animals,  he 
faid,  was  yet  a  greater  inftance  of  brutality. 

But  the  Houyhnhnms  train  up  their  youth  to 
ftrength,  fpeed,  and  hardinefs,  by  exercifing  them 
in  running  races  up  and  down  fteep  hills,  and  over 
hard  ftony  grounds,  and  when  they  are  all  in  a 
fweat,  they  are  ordered  to  leap  over  head  and  ears 
into  a  pond  or  river.  Four  times  a  year  the  youth 
of  a  'Certain  diftridl  meet  to  fhcw  their  proficiency 
in  running  and  leaping,  and  other  feats  of  ftrength 
and  agility ;  where  the  victor  is  rewarded,  with  a 
long  in  his  or  her  prnife.  On  this  feftival  the  fer- 
vants  drive  a  herd  of  yahoos  into  the  field,  laden 
with  hay,  and  oats,  and  milk,  for  a  repaft  to  the 
Houyhnhnms ;  after  which  thefe  brutes  are  imme- 
diately driven  back  again,  for  fear  of  being  noifbme 
to  the  afiembly. 

Every  fourth  year,  at  the  vernal  equinox,  there 
is  a  reprefentative  council  of  the  whole  nation, 
which  meets  in  a  plain  about  twenty  miles  from  our 
Jioufe,  and  continued!  about  five  or  fix  days.  Here 
they  inquire  into  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  fe- 
veral  diftri&s ;  whether  they  abound,  or  be  defici- 
ent in  hay  or  oats,  or  cows  or  yahoos  ?  and  where- 
ever  there  is  any  want,  (which  is  but  feldom,)  it  is 
immediately  fupplied  by  unanimous  content  and 
contribution.  Here  likewife  the  regulation  of  chil- 
dren 
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dren  is   fettled  :   as  for  inftance,  if  a  Houyhnhnm 
hath  two  males,  he  changeth  one  of  them  with  an- 
other that  hath  two  females  :  and  when  a  child  hath:' 
been  loft  by  any  cafualty,  where  the  mother  is  paft 
breeding,  it  is  determined  what  family  in  the  diftri£)| 
fhall  breed  another  to  fupply  the  lofs. 


CHAP.     IX. 

A  grand  debate  at  the  general  affttnbly  of  the 

nhnms,  and  bow  it  was  determined.  The  learning 
of  the  Hoiiyhnhnms.  Their  buildings.  Their  man- 
ner of  bwiah.  The  defeftivenejs  of  their  language. 

of  thefe  grand  aiTemblies  was  held  in  mj 
__  time,  about  three  months  before  my  depar- 
ture, whither  my  mafter  went  as  the  reprefentativc 
of  our  diftrich  In  this  council  was  refumcd  theii 
old  debate,  and  indeed  the  only  debate  that  evei) 
happened  in  their  country  ;  whereof  my  mafter  af- 
ter his  return  gave  me  a  very  particular  account. 

The  queftion  he  debated  was,  whether  the  ya- 
hoos fhould  be  exterminated  from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  One  of  the  members  for  the  affirmative, 
offered  feveral  arguments  of  great  ftrength  and 
weight;  alledging,  that  as  the  yahoos  were  the  moft 
filthy,  noiibrne,  and  deformed  animal  which  Na- 
ture ever  produced,  fo  they  were  the  moft  reftive 
andindocile,  mifchievous,  and  malicious:  they  would 
privately  fuck  the  teats  of  the  Houyhnhnms  cows, 
kill  and  devour  their  cats,  trample  down  their  oats 
and  grafs,  if  they  were  not  continually  watched ; 
and  commit  a  tbouiand  other  extravagancies.  He 
took  notice  of  a  general  tradition,  that  yahoos  had 
not  been  always  in  their  country  ;  but  that,  many 
ages  ago,  two  of  thefe  brutes  appeared  together 

i  upon 
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upon  a  mountain  ;  whether  produced  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun  upon  corrupted  mud  and  flime,  or  from 
the  ooze  and  froth  of  the  fea,  was  never  known  : 
that  thefe  yahoos  engendered,  and  their  brood,  in 
a  fhort  time,  grew  fo  numerous  a^  to  over  run  and 
infeft  the  whole  nation  :  that  the  Houyhnhnms,  to 
get  rid  of  this  evil,  made  a  general  hunting,  and  at 
laft  incloled  the  whoie  herd  ;  and,  deilroying  the 
elder,  every  Houyhnhnm  kept  two  young  ones  in 
a  kennel,  and  brought  them  to  fuch  a  degree  ofc 
tamenefs,  as  an  animal  fo  favage  by  nature  can  be 
capable  of  acquiring;  ufing  them  for  draught  and 
carriage  :  that  there  feemed  to  be  much  truth  in 
this  tradition,  and  that  thofe  creatures  could  not  be 
Tfaknicinifi>y>  or  aborigines  of  the  land,)  becauft  of* 
the  violent  hatred  the  Houyhnhnms,  as  well  as  all 
other  animals,  bore  them  ;  which,  although  their 
evil  difpolition  fufficiently  deferved,  could  never 
have  arrived  at  fo  high  a  degree,  if  they  had  been 
Aborigines ;  or  elfe  they  would  have  long  fince 
been  routed  out  :  that  the  inhabitants,  taking  a 
fancy  to  ufe  the  fervice  of  the  yahoos,  had  very 
mprudently  negledled  to  cultivate  the  breed  of  af- 
,  which  are  a  comely  animal,  eaiily  kept,  more 
me  and  orderly,  without  any  ofFeniive  fmell, 
rong  enough  for  labour,  although  they  yield  to 
;he  other  in  a  ility  of  body;  and,  if  their  braying 
no  agreeable  found,  it  is  far  preferable  to  the 
orrible  howl  ings  of  the  y  ihoos. 

Several   others  declared    their  fentiments  to  the 
ime  purpofe,   when  my  matter  propofed  an   expe- 
dient to  the  afTembly,  whereof  he  had  indeed  bor- 
•owed  the  hint  from  me.     He  approved  of  the  tra- 
ition  mentioned  by  the  honourable  member,   who 
'"poke  before  ;   and   affirmed,   thar  the  tv,  o  yahoos, 
aid  to  be    the   firft   leen   among   them,  had   been 
Driven  thither  over  the  fea  j   that,  coming  to  land, 
tnd  being  forfaken  by  their  companions;   they  re- 
:ired   to   the  mountains,  and,  degenerating  by  de- 
VoL.V.  U  grees, 
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grees,  became  in  procefs  of  time  much  more  fa- 
vage,   than  thofe  of  their  own  fpecies  in  the  coun- 
try from  whence  thefe  two  originals  came.     The 
reafon  of  this   afiertion  was,  that   he  had   now  ip 
his  pofTeiiion  a  certain  wonderful  yahoo,   (meaning 
myielf,)  which  mod  of  them  had  heard  of,  and  ma 
n y  of  them  had   ieen.     He  then  related  to  them., 
how  he  nrft  found  me  :    that  my  body  was  all  co 
vered  with  an  artificial  compofure  of  the  ikins  anc 
hairs  of  other  animals  :   that  I  fpoke  in  a  languag<| 
of  my  own,  and  had   thoroughly  learned   theirs : 
that   I    had   related   to   him    the    accidents  whicl  • 
brought  me  thither  ;  that,  when  he  faw  me  withou  : 
my  covering,   I  was  an   exact  yahoo  in  every  part  j 
only  of  a  whiter  colour,  lefs  hairy,  and  with  fhort  | 
er  claws.     He  added,  how  I  had  endeavoured  u 
periuade  him,  that,  in    my  own  and   other  coun 
tries,  the  yahoos  acted  as  the  governing,  rationa 
animal,  and  held   the  Houyhnhnms  in  fervitude 
that  he  ohferved  in  me  all  the  qualities  of  a  yahoo 
only  a  little  more  civilized  by  fome  tincture  of  rca 
fon  ;  which  however  was  in  a  degree  as  far  inferio 
to   the  Houyhnhnm   race,  as  the  yahoos  of  thei 
country  were  to  me  :   that,   among  other  things,  .  L 
mentioned  a  cuftom  we  had  of  caftrating  Houyh 
uhnms  when  they  were  yo.ung,  in  order  to  rende:  : 
them  tamej  that  the  operation  was  eafy  and  fafe 
that  it  was  no  fliame  to  learn  wifdom  from  brutes 
as  induftry  is  taught  by  the  ant,  and  building  by  tin  ! 
fwailoWj  (for  fo  I   tranflate   the  word  /ybantih,  al 
though  it  be  a  much  larger  fowl) :  that  this  inven- 
tion might   be  practifed  upon  the  younger  yahooi  : 
here,  which,  befidcs  rendering  them  tractable  and 
fitter  for  ule,  would  in  an  age  put  an  end  to  ih< 
whole  fpecies  vmhout  destroying  life  :   that,  in  the  ' 
mean  time,  the  Houyhnhnms  fhould  be  exhorted 
to  cultivate  the  breed  of  afles,  which,   as  they  art  I 
in  all  reipects  more  valuable  brutes,  fo  they  have  \ 
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this  advantage,  to  be  fit  for  fervice  at  five  years  old, 
which  trie  others  are  not  till  twelve. 

This  was  all  my  matter  thought  fit  to  tell  me  at 
that  time,  of  what  paired  in  the  grand  council.  But 
he  was  pica  fed  to  conceal  one  particular,  which  re- 
lated perfonaliy  to  myfelf,  whereof  I  foon  felt  the 
unhappy  effect,  as  the  reader  will  know  in  its  pro- 
per place,  and  from  whence  I  date  all  the  fucceed- 
ing  misfortunes  of  my  life. 

'The  Houyhnhnms  have  no  letters,  and  confe- 
quently  their  knowledge  is  all  traditional.  But  there 
happening  few  events  of  any  moment  among  a  peo 
pie  ib  well  united,  naturally  difpofed  to  every  vir- 
tue, wholly  governed  by  rcafon,  and  cut  off  from 
.ail  commerce  with  other  nations ;  the  hiftorical 
part  is  eaflly  preferred  without  burdening  then1 
memories.  I  have  already  obierved,  that  they  are 
fubjecl  to  no  difeafes,  and  therefore  can  have  no 
need  of  phyiicians.  However,  they  have  excellent 
medicines  compofed  of  herbs,  to  cure  accidental 
bruifes,  and  cuts  in  the  paftern  or  frog  of  the  fooc 
by  itiarp  itones,  as  well  as  other  maims  and  hurts 
in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  body. 

They  calculate  the  year  by  the  revolution  of  the 
fun  and  the  moon,  but  ufe  no  fubdivinons  inrc-- 
weeks.  They  are  well  enough  acquainted  with  th? 
motions  of  thofc  two  luminaries,  and  underftan.l 
the  nature  of  eciipfes  ;  and  this  is  the  utmoft  pro- 
grefs  of  their  aftronomy. 

In  poetry  they  muft  be  allowed  to  excel  all  other 
mortals;  wherein  the  juftnefs  of  their  llmilies,  and 
the  minutenefs  as  well  as  exactnefs  of  their  defcrip, 
rtions,  are  indeed  inimitable.     Their  verfes  abound 
very  much  in    both   of  thefe  ;  and  ufually  contain 
,either  fome  exalted  notions  of  friendship  and  bene- 
volence, or  the  praifes  of  thoftr,    who  were  victors 
in  races  and  other  bodily  exercifes.  Their  building?, 
although  very  rude  and  fimple,  are  not  inconveni- 
ent, but  well  contrived  to  defend  them  from  all  in- 

U  2  juries, 
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juries  of  cold  and  heat.    They  have  a  kind  of  tree 
which   at  forty  years   old   looftns  in  the  root,  am 
falls  with  the  firft  ftorm  ;   ir  grows  very  ft  rait,  an< 
being  pointed   like  ftakes,  with   a   iharp  ftone  (to- •• 
the  Houyhnhnms  know  not  the  ufe  "of  iron,)  the; 
flick  them   erect   in  the   ground   iibout  ten  inches  > 
a  Kinder,    and  then   weave   in  oat-draw,   or  Tome 
times  wattles,  betwixt  them.     The  roof  is  made  af  |. 
ter  the  fame  manner,  and  ib  are  the  doors 

The  Houyhnhntns  ufe  the  hollow  part,  betxveei 
the  pailern  and  the  hoof,   of  their  fore  feet,  as  w  j 
do  our  hands,  and  this  with  greater  dexterity  thaij: 
I  could  at  firft  imagine,     I  have  feen  a  white  mar 
of  our  family  thread  a  needle,  (which  I  lent  her  01 
purpofe,)   with  that  joint.     They  milk  their  cows  j 
reap  their  oats,  and  do  all  the  work  which  require  ! 
hands  in  the  fame  manner.     They  have   a  kind  ol 
hard    flints,    which,    by    grinding    againft    othe  i 
ftones,  they  form  into  inftruments,   that  ferve  in  j 
ftead  of  wedges,  axes,  and  hammers.     With  tool  I 
made  of  thefe  flints  they  likewife  cut  their  hay,  an«  t 
reap  their  oats,  which   there  grow  naturally  in  fe 
veral  fields  :  the  yahoos  draw  home  the  {heaves  11 
carriages,   and  the  fervants  tread   them,   in  cerraii 
tovered  huts,  to  get   out  the  grain,   which  is  kep  I 
in  {lores.     They  make  a  rude  kind  of  earthen  an; 
wooden  vefTels,  and  bake  the  former  in  the  fun. 

If  they  can  avoid  cafualties,  they  die  only  of  old 
age,  and  are  buried  in  the  obfcureil  places  that  cai  j 
be  found,  their  friends  and  relations  txprefiing  nei 
ther  joy  nor  grief  at  their  departure  ;  nor  does  tin 
dying  perfon  difcover  the  leaft  regret  that  he  i: 
leaving  the  world,  any  more  than  if  he  were  re 
turning  home  from  a  vifit  to  one  of  his  neighbours 
1  remember,  my  matter  having  onca  made  an  ap- 
pointment with  a  friend  and  his  family,  to  come  tc 
his  houfe  upon  fome  affair  of  importance,  on  the 
day  fixed,  the  miilrefs  and  her  two  children  came 
very  late  ;  fhe  made  two  excufes,  firft  for  her  hti£ 

band 
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b:mcl,  who,  as  {he  laid,  happened  that  very  morn- 
ing to  Ihiiitivnh.  The  word  is  ftrongly  expreffive  in 
their  language,  but  not  eafily  rendered  into  tLng- 
liih  ;  it  iignities  to  retire  to  bis  fir jl  mother.  Her  ex- 
cufe  for  not  coming  fooner  was,  that  her  hufband 
dying  Lite  in  the  morning,  Ihe  was  a  good  while  ' 
consulting  her  iervants  about  a  convenient  place 
where  hi?  body  fhould  be  hid  ;  and  I  obferved,  flic 
behaved  herfclf  at  our  houfe  as  chearfully  as  the 
I  re  ft  :  Ihe  died  about  three  months  after. 

They   live   generally  to   feventy,  or   feventy-five 
years,  very  feldom  to  fourfcore  :  ibme  weeks  before 
(their  death,   they  feel  a  gradual  decay;  but  without 
|pain.     During  this  time   they  are  much  vifited  by 
Iheir  friends,   becaufe  they  cannot  go    abroad  with 
i:heii  ufual  eafe  and  fatisfaclion.     However,   about 
Ken  days  before  their  death,   which  they  i'eldom  fail 
|;n  computing,   they  return  the  virits  that  have  been 
Inade  them,  by  thofe  who  are  neareft  in  the  neigh- 
Dourhood,     being  carried   in    a    convenient  Hedge 
Jrawn  by  yahoos ;   which  vehicle  they  ufe,  not  on- 
y  upon  this  occaiion,  but  when  they  grow  old,  up- 
n  long  journies,   or  when  they  are  lamed  by  any 
ccident.      And   therefore  when  the  dying  Houyh- 
hnm-5  return  thofe  viiits,  they  take  a  folernn  leave 
f  their  friends,  as  if  they  were  going  to  fome  rc- 
ote  part  of  the  country,  where  they  deiigned  to  ' 
fs  the  reft  of  their  lives. 

I  know  r.ot  whether  it   may  be  worth  obfcrving,' 
hat  the  Houyhnhnms  have  no  word  in  their  lan- 
nage  to  exprefs  any  thing  that  is  evil,  except  what 
'  ey  borrow  from  the  deformities  or  ill  qualities  of 
e  yahoos.     Thus  they  denote  the  foliy  of  a-fer- 
ant,   an  omiffion  of  a  child,  a  ftone  that  cuts  their 
et,  a  continuance  of  fouler  unfeaibnable  weather, 
nd  the  like,  by  adding  to  each  the  epithet  of  ya- 
For  inttance,     kfmm  yafoo,    whnabdm  yahoo* 
lihmndwihlma  yahoo,  and   an   ill- contrived  houle, 
n  hoh:  b  n  m  rob  In  iv  yahoo. 

U  3  I -could 
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I  could  with  great  pleafure  enlarge  farther  upor 
the  manners  and  virtues  of  this   excellent  people 
but  intending  in   a  fhort  time  to  publim   a  volumt 
by   itielf,  cxprcfly  upon    that   fubjecl,   I  refer   th«< 
reader  thither.     And,   in  the  mean  time,  prcceec 
to  relate  my  own  fad  cataftrophe. 


CHAP.     X.  I 

author**  (economy  and  happy  life  among  the  Houyl 
hnhnms.  His  great  improvement  in  virtue  by  cor, 
ve-'-fmg  with  them.  Their  conversations.  The  an  \ 
thor  bath  notice  given  him  by  his  mafter,  that  I 
mujl  depart  from  the  country .  Be  falls  into  afivor 
for  grief  \  but  fubmits,  He  contrives  and  Jinifht 
a  canoe  by  the  help  of  afellbiv-fervant,  and  puts  i 
fed  at  a  venture. 

T  HAD   fettled    my   little    ceconomy   to   my   ow  ! 
•*•  heart's  content.   My  mafter  had  ordered  a  rooi  \ 
to  he  made  for  me  after  their  manner,  about  fii 
yards  from  the  houie  ;  the  lides  and  floors  of  whic  : 
1  plaiftered  with  clay,  and  covered  with  ruili-mat 
of  my  o-.vn  contriving  ;   I  had  beaten  hemp,  xvhic 
there  grows  wild,   and  made  of  it  a  fort  of  ticking 
this  I  filled  with  the  feathers  of  ieveral  birds  I  ha 
taken  with  fpringes  mails  of  yahoos  hair,  and  wei 
excellent  food.     I  had  worked  two  chairs  with  rr 
knife,  the  forrel-nag  helping  me  in  the  grofTcr  an 
more  laborious  part.     When  my  cloaths  were  wor 
to  rags,  I  made  myfelf  others  with  the  fkinsofral 
bets,  and  of  a  certain  beautiful  animal  about  tl: 
lame  iize,  called  nnvbnoh,  the  Ikin  of  which  is  a 
vered  with  a  fine  down.      Of  thefe   I   alib   mac 
very   tolerable   dockings.     I  foaled  my  fhoes  wit 
wood,  which  I  cut  from  a  tree,  and  fitted  to  tl 
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upper-leather ;  and  when  this  was  worn  our,  I 
fupplied  it  with  the  fkins  of  yahoos  dried  in  the  fun. 
I  often  qot  honey  cut  of  hollow  trees,  which  I 

O  « 

mingled  with  water,  or  eat  with  my  bread.  No 
man  could  more  verify  the  truth  of  thefe  two  max- 
ims, That  Nature  is  very  eafity  fatisfifd \  and,  That 
neccjjity  is  the  mother  cf  invention.  I  enjoyed  per- 
fect health  of  body,  and  tranquillity  of  rnind.  I 
did  not  feel  the  treachery  or  inconftancy  of  a  friend, 
nor  the  injuries  of  a  fecret  or  open  enemy.  I  had 
no  occaiion  of  bribing,  flattering,  or  pimping,  to 
procure  the  favour  of  any  great  man,  or  of  his  mi- 
nion. I  wanted  no  fence  againft  fraud  or  opprtfli- 
cn  ;  here  was  neither  phyiician  to  deftroy  rny  bo- 
dy, nor  lawyer  to  ruin  my  fortune  ;  no  informer 
to  watch  my  words  and  actions,  or  forge  accufa- 
ons  againft  me  for  hire  ;  here  were  no  gibers,  cenfu- 
rers,  backbiters,  pick-pockets,  highwaymen,  houfe- 
breakers.  attornies,  bawds,  buffoons,  gamefters.  poll-- 
ticians,  v/its,  fplenetics,  tedious  talkers,  controvertifts, 
ravifhers,  murderers,  robbers,  virtuofoes  ;  no  leaders 
or  followers  of  party  and  faction  ;  no  enccuragers 
to  vice  by  inducement  or  examples  ;  no  dungeons, 
axes,  gibbet?,  whipping- pofts,  or  pillories  -,  no 
cheating  fhop  keepers  or  mechanics  ;  no  pride,  va- 
nity, or  affectation  ;  no  fops,  bullies,  drunkards, 
ftroliing  whores,  or  poxes;  no  ranting,  lewd,  ex* 
peniive  wives ;  no  ftupid,  proud  pedants ;  no  im- 
portunate, over-bearing,  quarrelfome,  noify,  roar- 
ing, empty,  conceited,  fweasing  companions  ;  no 
icoundrels  raifed  from  the  cluft  upon  the  merit  of 
their  vices,  or  nobility  thrown  into  it  on  account  of 
their  virtues;  no  lords,  fidlers,  judges,  or  dancing- 
ma  fters. 

I  had  the  favour  of  being  admitted  to  feveral 
Houyhnhnrns,  who  came  to  vifit  or  dine  with  my 
mafter  ;  where  his  honour  gracioufly  fuiTered  me 
to  wait  in  the  room,  and  liftcn  to  their  difcourfe. 
Both  he  and  his  company  would  often  defcend  to 

afk 
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aik  me  queftions,  and  receive  my  anfwers,  I  had  alfo 
fometimes  the  honour   of  attending   my  matter  in 
his  vifits   to   others.     I   never  prefumed   to    fpeak, 
except  in  anfvver  to   a  queftion ;  and  then  I  did  it 
with  inward  regret,  becaufe  it  was  a  lofs  of  fo  much 
time  for  improving  myfelf :   but  I  was  infinitely  de- 
lighted with  the  ftation   of  an    humble   auditor  in 
fuch  converfations,  where  nothing  paiTed  but  what 
was  ufeful,  exprefTed  in  the  feweft  and  mcfc  figni- 
ficant  words :   where    (as  I   have   already  faid.)  the 
greater!  decency  was  obfervtd  without  the  leafl  de- 
gree of  ceremony;   where  no  perfon  fpoke  without 
being  pleafed  himfelf,  and  pleaiing  his  companions; 
where  there  was  no  interruption,  teclioufnds,  heat, 
or  difference  of  fentiments.     They  have  a  notion, 
that  when  people  are  met  together,  a  fliort  filence1 
doth  much  improve  converfation  :   this  I  found  to 
be  true  ;  for  during  thofe  little  intermiffions  of  talk, 
new  ideas  would   arife  in   their  minds,   which  very 
much  enlivened   the  difcourfe.     Their  fubjecl   are 
generally  on  friendship  and  benevolence,   on  order 
and  oeconomy  ;   fometimes   upon   the  viiible  opera- 
tions of  nature,  or  ancient   traditions;  upon   the 
bounds  and   limits  of  virtue  ;   upon    the    unerring 
rules  of  reafon,  or  upon  fome  determinations  to  be 
taken   at  the  next  great  afTembly  ;  and  often  upon 
the  various   excellencies   of  poetry.     I   may   add, 
without  vanity,  that  my  prefence  often  gave  them 
fufficient  matter  for  difcourfe,  becaufe  it  afforded* 
my  matter   an    occailon  of  letting   his  friends  into 
into  the  hiftory  of  me  and  my  country,  upon  which 
they  were   all   pleafed  to  deicant  in  a  manner  not 
very  advantageous   to   human    kind;  and   for  that 
rea;on  I  fliall  not  repeat  what  they  faid;  only  I  may 
be  alloxved  to  observe,  that  his  honour,  to  my  great 
admiration,  appeared   to  underftand  the  nature  of 
yahoos  much,  better  than  myfelf.   He  went  through 
all   our    vices    and    follies,    and    difcovercd    many 
which  I  had  never  mentioned  to  him,  by  only  fup- 
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pofing  what  qualities  n  yahoo  of  their  country,  with 
a  (mall  proportion  of  reafon,  might  be  capable  of 
fxerting  ;  and  concluded,  with  too  much  probabi- 
li  v  how  vile,  as  \vcil  as  miferable,  iiich  a  creature 
mill}  he. 

I  freely  confefs,  that  all  the  little  knowledge 
have  of  any  value,  was  acquired  by  the  lectures  I 
received  from  my  mailer,  and  from  hearing  the 
diicuurfes  of  him  and  his  friends;  to  which  I  fhould 
be  prouder  to  litlen,  than  to  dictate  to  the  grcateft 
and  wiieft  afTcmbly  in  Europe.  I  admired  the 
ftrcngth,  comelinefs,  and  fpe.d  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
and  fuch  a  conftellation  of  virtues,  in  fuch  amiable 
perfons,  produced  in  me  the  hi^heft  veneration. 
At  firft  indeed  I  did  not  feel  that  natural  awe, 
which  the  yahoos  and  all  other  animals  bear  to- 
wards them  :  but  it  grew  upon  me  by  degrees,  much 
iboner  than  I  imagined,  and  was  mingled  with  a 
refpectful  love  and  gratitude,  that  they  would  conde- 
fcend  to  diftinguifh  me  from  the  reft  of  my  fpecies. 

When  I  thought  of  my  family,  my  friends,  my 
countrymen,  or  human  race  in  general,  I  confider- 
€<i  them  as  they  really  were,  yahoos  in  fhspe  and 
disposition,  perhaps  a  little  more  civilized,  and  qua- 
lified with  the  gilt  of  fpeech  ;  but  making  no  other 
ufe  of  reafon,  than  to  improve  and  multiply  thofe 
vices,  whereof  their  brethren  in  this  country  had 
only  the  {hare  that  Nature  allotted  them.  When 
I  happened  to  behold  the  reflection  of  my  own 
form  in  a  lake  or  a  fountain,  I  turned  away  my 
face  in  horror  an .1  delegation  of  myfelf;  and  could 
better  endure  the  fight  of  a  common  yahoo  than  of 
my  own  perfon.  By  converiing  with  the  Houyh- 
nhnms,  and  looking  upon  them  with  delight,  I  fell 
to  imitate  their  gate  and  geflure,  which  is  now 
grown  into  an  habit  ;  and  my  friends  often  tell  me 
in  a  blunt  way,  that  I  trot  like  a  horfe ;  which  how- 
ever 1  take  for  a  great  compliment  :  neither  (hall  I 
difown,  that  in  ipeaking  I  am  apt  to  fall  into  the 

voice 
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voice  and  manner  of  the  Houyhnhnms,  and  hear  ' 
myfelf  ridiculed  on  that  account  without  the  leatl 
mortification. 

In  the  midfl  of  ail  this  happinefs,  and  when  If 
looked   upon  myfelf  to  be  fully  fettled  for  life,  my 
mailer  ient  for  me  one  morning  a  little  earlier  than 
hisufual  hour.  I  obierved  by  his  countenance,  that  I] 
he  was  in  fome  perplexity,  and  at  a  lofs  how  to  be-| 
gin  what  he  had   to  fpeak.     After  a  Ihort  filence, 
he  told   me,  he  did  not  know  how   I  would   take  I] 
what  he  was  going  to  fay;  that  in  the  laft  general!] 
afTembly,  when  the  affair  of  the  yahoos  was  entered  I 
upon,   the  reprefcntatives  had  taken  offence  at  his  I 
keeping   a  yahoo  (meaning  myfelf,)  in  his   family,  I 
more   like   a  Houyhnhnm,  than    a  brute   animal.  I 
That   he  was  known   frequently  to   converfe  with  I 
ane;  a?  if  he  could  receive  foti^e  advanrage  or  pie a- 1 
fure  in  my  company  :  that  fuch  a  practice  was  not  I 
agreeable  to  reaion  or  nature,  or  a  thing  ever  heard! 
of  before  among  th^m.  The  aifembly  did  therefore  | 
exhort  him  either  to  employ  me  like  the  reft  of  my  I 
fpecies,  or  command  me  to  fwirn  back  to  the  place  I 
from  whence  I  came:  That  the  5rft  of  thsf-  exp^r  I 
dients  was  utterly  rejected  by  all  the  Houyhnhnms, 
who  had  ever  feen  me   at   his  houfe  or  their  own  :  I 
for  they  alledged,  that  becaufe  I  had   fome   rudi-  ! 
nients  of  reafon,  added  to  the  natural  pravity  of  thole  J 
animals,  it  was  to  be  feared,  I  might  be  able  to  feduce.  | 
them  into  the  woody  and  mountainous  parts  of  the 
country,  and  bring  them  in  troops  by  night  to  de- 
flroy  the  Houyhnhnms  cattle,  as  being  naturally  of 
the  ravenous  kind,  and  averfe  from  labour. 

My  matter  added,  that  he  was  daily  preiTed  by 
the  Houyhnhnms  of  the  neighbourhood  to  have 
the  affembly's  exhortation  executed,  which  he  could 
not  put  off  much  longer.  He  doubted  i:  would  be 
impoffrble  for  me  to  iwirn  to  another  country  ;  and 
therefore  wifhed  I  would  contrive  fome  iort  of  ve- 
hicle refcmbling  thofe  I  had  defcribed  to  him,  that 

might 
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might  carry  me  on  the  fea  :  in  which  work  I 
ihould  have  the  affiftaiice  of  his  own  fervants,  as 
well  as  thofe  of  his  neighbours.  He  concluded, 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  could  have  been  content 
to  keep  me  in  his  iervice  as  long  as  I  lived ;  becaufe 
.he  found  I  had  cured  myfelf  of  ibme  bad  habits 
and  difpoiltions,  by  endeavouring,  as  far  as  my  in- 
ferior naiure  was  capable,  to  imitate  the  Hoyuhn- 
hnms. 

I  ihould  here  obferve  to  the  reader,  that  a  de- 
i  tree  of  the  general  alTembly  in  this  country  is  expref- 
fed  by  the  word  bnbloayn,  which  iigniSes  an  exbortati- 
[I  jon  as  near  as  I  can  render  it ;  for  they  have  no  concep- 
tion how  a  rational  creature  may  be  compelled,  but  only 
advifed,  or  exhorted  ;  becaufe  no  perfon  can  difo- 
bey  reafon  without  giving  up  his  claim  to  be  a  ra- 
tional creature. 

I  was  ftruck  with  the  utmoft  grief  and  defpair  at 
my  mailer's  difcourfe  :  and  being  unable  to  fup- 
port  the  agonies  I  was  under,  I  fell  into  a  fwoon  at 
his  feet  :  when  I  came  to  myfelf,  he  told  me,  that 
he  concluded  I  had  been  dead  (for  thefe  people  are 
fubjedl:  to  no  fuch  imbecilities  of  nature).  I  anfwered, 
in  a  faint  voice,  that  death  would  have  been  too  great 
an  happinefs  ;  that  although  I  could  not  blame  the 
aiTembly's  exhortation^  or  the  urgency  of  his  friends; 
yet,  in  my  weak  and  corrupt  judgement,  I  thought 
it  might  confift  with  reafon  to  be  lefs  rigorous :  that 
I  could  not  fwim  a  league,  and  probably  the  near- 
eft  land  to  theirs  might  be  diftant  above  an  hun- 
dred :  that  many  materials  neceffary  for  making  a 
fmall  veflel  to  carry  me  off,  were  wholly  wanting 
in  this  country,  which  however  I  would  attempt  in 
obedience  and  gratitude  to  his  honour,  although  I 
concluded  the  thing  to  be  impofiible,  and  therefore 
looked  on  myftlf  as  already  devoted  to  deftruclion  : 
that  the  certain  profpect  of  an  unnatural  death  was 
the  leaft  of  my  evils :  for  fuppoiing  I  {hould  efcape 
with  life  by  feme  flrange  adventure,  how  could  I 

think 
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think  with  temper  of  pafling  my  life  among  yahoos 
and  relapfing  into  my  old  corruptions  for  want  of 
examples  to  lead  and  keep  me  within  the  paths  oft 
virtue  :   that  I  knew  too  well,  upon  what  folid  rea- 
fons  all  the  determinations  of  the  wife  Houyhnhnms^ 
were    founded,  net    to    be  fhaken     by  arguments, 
of  mine,   a  miferable  yahoo  ;  and  therefore,    after 
prefenting   him  with  my  humble   thanks    for    the 
offer  of  his  fervants    affiftance   in    making    a  vef- 
fel,  and  defiring  a  reafonable  lime  for  fo  difficult  a 
work,  I  told   him  1  would  endeavour  to  preferve  at 
wretched  being;  and  if,  ever  I  returned  to  Eng-* 
land,  was  not  without  hopes  of  being  ufeful  to  my  I 
own  fpecies,  by  celebrating  the  praiies  of  the  re- 1 
nowned  Houyhnhnms,  and  propofing  their  viituesj 
to  the  imitation  of  mankind. 

My  matter,  in  a  few  words,  made  a  very  graci- 1 
ous  reply,  allowed  me  the  fpace  of  two  months  to  I 
finifh  my  boat,  and  ordered  the  forrel  nag,  my  fel-| 
low  fervant  (for  fo  at  this  diftance  I  may    preiume  \ 
to  call  him),  to  follow  my   inftructions  ;   becaufe  I 
told   my  matter,  that  his  help  would  be  fufficient, 
and  I  knew  he  had  a  tendernefs  for  me. 

In  his  company,  my  firft  bufinefs  was  to  go  to  j 
that  part  of  the  coaft,  where  my  rebellious  crew 
had  ordered  me  to  be  fet  on  fliore.  I  got  upon  a  j 
height,  and  looking  on  every  fide  into  the  fea,  fan- 
cied I  faw  a  fmall  Ifland  towards  the  N.  E.  1  took 
out  my  pocket-glafs,  and  could  then  clearly  diftin- 
guifli  it  about  five  leagues  off,  as  I  computed  ;  but 
it  appeared  to  the  forrel  nag  to  be  only  a  blue  cloud 
for  as  he  had  no  conception  of  any  country  befide 
his  own,fo  he  could  not  be  asexpert  in  diftinguiih- 
ing  remote  objects  at  fea,  as  *we  who  fo  much 
c.mverfe  in  that  elerrent. 

After  I  h;id  discovered  this  ifland,  I  confidered  no 
farther;  but  rdblved,  it  fhouid,  if  ptfiible,  be  the 
firft  place  of  my  banifhment,  lea\i,  g  the  confe- 
quence  to  fortune, 

2  I  re- 
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1  returned  home,  and  confulting  with  the  forrel- 
eag,  we  went  into  a  copfe  at  fome  diftance,  where 
I  with  my  knife,  and  he  with  a  fhort  flint,  fattened 
very  artificially  after  their  manner  to  a  wooden  han- 
dle, cut  down  feveral  oak-wattles,  about  the  thick- 
nefs  of  a  walking-ftaff,  and  fome  larger  pieces.  But 
I  fhall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  a  particular  def- 
cription  of  my  own  mechanics ;  let  it  furfice  to 
fay,  that  in  lix  weeks  time,  with  the  help  of  the 
forrel  nag,  who  performed  the  parts  that  required 
moft  labour,  I  finished  a  fort  of  Indian  canoe,  but 
much  larger,  covering  it  with  the  ikins  of  yahoos 
well  ftitched  together  with  hempen  threads  of  my 
own  making.  My  fail  was  lilcewife  compofed  of 
the  Ikins  of  the  fame  animal ;  but  I  made  ufe  of 
the  youngeft  I  could  get,  the  older  being  too  tough, 
and  thick;  and  I  likewife  provided  myfelf  with  four 
paddles.  1  laid  in  a  ftock  of  boiled  flefli,  of  rab- 
bets and  fowls ;  and  took  with  me  two  veilels,  one 
.filled  with  milk,  and  the  other  with  water. 

I  tried  my  canoe  in  a  large  pond  near  my  maf- 
ter's  houfe,  and  then  corrected  in  it  what  was  amifs ; 
flopping  all  the  chinks  with  yahoo's  tallow,  till  I 
found  it  (launch  and  able  to  bear  me  and  my 
freight.  And,  when  it  was  as  complete  as  I  could 
poflibly  make  it,  I  had  it  drawn  on  a  carriage  very 
geotly  by  yahoos  to  the  fea-flde,  under  the  conduct 
of  the  forrel-nag,  and  another  fervant. 

When  all  was  ready,  and  the  day  came  for  my 
departure,  I  took  leave  of  my  matter  and  lady,  and 
the  whole  family,  mine  eyes  flowing  with  tears,  and 
my  heart  quite  funk  with  grief.  But  his  honour, 
put  of  curiofity,  and  perhaps  (if  I  may  fpeak  it 
'without  vanity),  partly  out  of  kindnefs,  was  de^er- 
mined  to  fee  me  in  my  canoe  ;  and  got  feveral  of 
his  neighbouring  friends  to  accompany  him.  I  was 
forced  to  wait  above  an  hour  for  the  tide,  and  then 
ibferving  the  wind  very  fortunately  bearing  towards 
:he  ifland  to  which  I  intended  to  fteer  my  courfe,  t 
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took  a  fecond  leave  of  my  matter  :  but,  as   I  wa 
going  to  proftrate  myfclf  to  kifs  his   hoof,  he   di 
me  the  honour  to  raife  it  gently  to  my  mouth. 
am  not   ignorant   how  much  I  have  been  cenfure 
for  mentioning  this  laft  particular,     Detractors  ar 
pleafed    to  think  it  improbable,  that   fo    illuftriou 
a    perfon    iliould    defcend    to    give    fo    great 
mark  of  diltinclion    to    a  creature   fo  inferior   £ 
I.     Neither  have  I  forgotten  how  apt  fome   travel  \ 
lers  are  to  boaft  of  extraordinary  favours  they  hav 
received.     But,  if  thefe  cenfurers  were  better  a<  ". 
quainted  with  the  noble  and  courteous  difpofitio! 
of  the  Houyhnhnms,  they  would  foon  change  the: 
Opinion. 

I  paid  my  refpecls  to  the  reft  of  the  Houyhnhnm 
in    his     honour's    company  ;    then   getting    intj 
my  canoe,  I  puftied  off  from  fhore. 


CHAP. 

The  author  s  dangerous  voyage.  He  arrives  at  Ne 
Holland,  hoping  to  fettle  there.  Is  wounded  wit 
an  arrow  by  one  of  the  natives.  Is  fazed  and  cm 
ried  by  force  into  a  Portguezejliip.  The  great  c, 
vilifies  of  the  captain.  'The  author  arrives 
land. 

* 

T  BEGAN  this  defperate  voyage  on  February  15 
•*  1714-15,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Th 
wind  was  very  favourable  ;  however  I  made  ufe  a 
firft  only  of  my  paddles  ;  but  coniidering  I  fhoul 
foon  be  weary,  and  that  the  wind  might  chop  a 
bout,  I  ventured  to  fet  up  my  little  fail  ;  and  thus 
with  the  help  of  the  tide,  I  went  at  the  rate  of  : 
league  and  a  half  an  hour,  as  near  as  I  could  guefs 
My  matter  and  his  friends  continued  on  the  fhore 

til 
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till  I  was  al  mo  ft  out  of  fight  ;  and  I  often  heard 
the  forrel-nag  (who  always  loved  me)  crying  out 
hnuy  ilia  nyba  majak  yakoo,  Take  care  of  thy  ielf 
gendc  yahoi 

My  defign  was,  if  poillble,  to  difcover  fomc 
fmall  ifland  uninhabited,  yet  fufficient  by  my  la- 
bour to  furnifh  me  with  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
which  I  would  have  thought  a  greater  happinefs 
than  to  be  firft  minifter  in  the  politeft  court  of 
Europe;  fo  horrible  was  the  idea  I  conceived  of 

[returning   to   live   in   the   ibciety,   and   under   the 
government  of  yahoos.     For,   in  fuch  a  foiiiude  as 

|'l  defined,  I  could  at  lead  enjoy  my  own  thoughts, 
and  reflect  with  delight  on  the  virtues  of  thole  ini- 

o  , 

:'mitable  Houyhnhnms,  without  any  opportunity  ot 
••'degenerating  into  the  vices  and  corrup lions  of  my 
i  own  fpecics. 

The  reader  may  remember  what  I  related,  when 

my  crew  confpired   againft    me,    and  confined  me 

to  my    cabbin :    How   1    continued    there    feverai 

:  weeks  without  knowing  what  courfs-v;e  tQ9.k  \  arui 

i  when  I  was  put  a-fhore  in   the  long  boat,  how  the 

i  failors  told  me    with  oaths,  whether  true  or   falfe, 

that  they  knew  not  in   what  part   of  the   world  we 

were.     However,  I  did  then  believe  us  to  be  about 

ten  degrees  fouthward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

or  about  45  degrees  fouthern  latitude,  as  I  gathered 

from  fome  general  words  I  overheard  among  them, 

being  I  fuppofed  to  the  fouth-eaft  in  their  intended 

I  voyage  to  Mad aga (car.     And  although   this   were 

but  little  better   than  conjecture,  yet  I  refolved  to 

'fteer    my   courfe  eaft-ward,  hoping    to   reach  the 

,-fouth-weft    coaft    of  New  Holland,    and     perhaps 

•fome  fuch   ifland  as   I  deflred   lying  welhvard  of  it. 

The  wind  was  full  weft,  and,  by  fix  in  the  evening, 

I  computed  I   had  gone  call-ward  at  lead  eighteen 

;  leagues ;  when  I  fnied  a  very  fmall  ifland  about  half 

a  league  off,  which  I  foon  reached.    It  was  nothing 

but  a  rock  with  one  creek  naturr-.Ily   arched  by  the 

X   2  -force 
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force  of  tempefts.  Here  I  put  in  my  canoe,  anc 
climbing  a  part  of  the  rock,  I  could  plainly  dif 
cover  land  to  the  eaft,  extending  from  fouth  t<> 
north.  I  lay  11  night  in  my  canoe  ;  and  repeating 
my  voyage  early  in  the  morning,  I  arrived  in  fevei 
hours  at  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  New  Holland 
This  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I  have  long  en 
tcrtained,  that  the  maps  and  charts  place  this  coun 
try  at  leaft  three  degrees  more  to  the  eaft  than  i 
really  is  ;  which  thought  I  communicated  man; 
j'ears  ago  to  my  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Herman  Moll 
and  gave  him  my  reafons  for  it,  although  he  hat] 
rather  chofen  to  follow  other  authors. 

I  faw  no  inhabitants  in  the  place  where  I  landed 
and  being  unarmed,  I  was  afraid  of  venturing  fa 
into  the  country.  I  found  fome  fhell-fiili  on  th. 
i'hore,  and  eat  them  raw,  not  daring  to  kindle  a  fir* 
for  fear  of  being  difcovered  by  the  natives.  Icon 
tinned  three  days  feeding  on  oyrters  and  limpits,  t< 
fave  my  own  proviflons  ;  and  I  fortunately  foum 
a  brook  of  excellent  water,  which  gave  me  grea 
relief. 

On  the  fourth  day,  venturing  out  early  a  littl 
too  far,  I  faw  twenty  or  thirty  natives  upon  ; 
height,  not  above  five  hundred  yards  from  me 
They  were  ftark- naked,  men,  women,  and  chil 
dren,  round  a  fire,  as  1  could  difcover  by  the  fmoke 
One  of  them  fpied  me,  and  gave  notice  to  the  reft 
five  of  them  advanced  towaids  me,  leaving  the  wo 
men  and  children  at  the  fire  I  made  what  haft< 
I  could  to  the  fhore,  and  getting  into  my  canoe 
ihoved  off:  the  iavages  oblerving  me  retreat,  rar 
after  me-,  and,  before  1  could  get  far  enough  intc 
the  lea,  difcharged  an  arrow,  which  wounded  rm 
deeply  on  the  infide  of  my  left  knee  (i  lhall  carrj 
the  mark  to  my  grave).  I  apprehended  the  arrow 
might  be  poifoned,  and  paddling  out  of  the  rearfi 
of  their  darts .  (being  a  calm  day)  I  made  a  fhift  tc 
fuck  the  wound,  and  drifs  it  as  well  as  i  could. 

I  was 
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II  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  do,  for  I  durft  not  return 
to  the  fame   landing  place,  but  itood  to  the  north, 
and  was  forced   to  paddle;   for   the  wind,  though 
very  gentle,   was   againft  me,  blowing  north -welt. 
As  I  was  looking  about  for  a  fecure  landing-place, 
1  faw  a  fail  to  the  north  north  ealt,  which  appear- 
ing every  minute  more  viliblf,  I  was  in  fome  doubt 
whether  I  fhould  wait  for  them  or   no  ;   but  at  hft 
my  deteftation   of  the   yahoo   race   prevailed  ;   and 
turning  my   canoe,  I  failed   2nd   paddled   together 
to  the  Youth,  and   got   into  the   fame  creek    from 
;  whence  1  fet  out  in  the  morning,  chuGng  rather  to 
[jtruft  myielf  among    thefe    Barbarians,    than    live 
I  with   European   yahoos.     I  drew  up   my   canoe  a:> 
clofe  as  I  could  to  the  lliore,  and  hid  r.iyfeir  behind 
la  ftone  by  the  little  brook,  which,  as  I  have  alrea- 
dy faid,  was  excellent  water. 

The  fhip  came  within  half  a  league  of  this  creek, 
and  fent  out   her   long  boat  wi-h  vellels  to  take  in 
,  frefh  water  (for   the   place,  it  teems,  was  very  well 
1  known)  ;  but  I  did  not  obierve  it>  till  the  boat  v/a? 
[  almoft  on  ihore  ;  and  it  was   too  lite  to  feek   ano- 
ther hiding   place.     The   teamen   at   their  landing 
obferved  my  cance,   and  rummaging   it  all   over, 
reaiily  conjectured  that  the  owner  could  not  bs   far 
off.     Four  of  them,  well   armed,  fearched   eve»y' 
cranny  and  lurking  holes  till  at  laft  they  found  me' 
flat   on  my   face    behind   a  ftone.     They  gazed  a 
!  while  in  admiration  at  my  ftrange   uncou'h  drefe  ; 
my  coat   made  of  fkins,  my  wooden  foaled  fhots, 
and  my  furred  ftockings ;  from  whence  however 
they  concluded,  I  wa?  not  a   native   of  the  place,  - 
-who  all  go  naked.     One  of  the  feamen,   in  Portu- 
gueze,  bid  me  rife,  and   aikdd  who  I  was.     I  ua- 
derftood  that  language  very  well,  and  getting  upon 
my  feet,  faid  I  was  a  poor  yahoo   b.inilhed  from- 
the   Houyhnhnms,  and  defirtU  they  would  pleaic* 
to  let  me  depart.     They  admired  to  hear  me  an--- 
Twer  them  in  their  own   tongue,  and  faw,  by  my 

X  3  complexion,  •• 
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complexion,  I  muft  be  an  European;   but  were  atj 
a  lofs  to  know  what  I  meant  by  yahoos  and  Houy-! 
hnhnms,  and  at  the   fame  time  fell  a  laughing  at 
my  ftrange  tone  in   fpeaking,  which  refembled  the 
neighing  of  a  horfe.     1  trembled  all  the   while  be- 
twixt fear  and  hatred.     I  again  defired  leave  to  de-l 
part,  and   was    gently   moving   to   my  canoe;  bur 
they  laid   hold   on   me,     defiring  to  know,    whaij 
country  I  was  of?   whence  I  came  ?   with  many  o-j 
ther  queftions.     I  told  them  I  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, from  whence   I  came  about  five  years    ago. 
and  then  their  country  and  ours  were  at  peace.     J 
therefore  hoped  they  would  not   treat  me  as  an  e- 
nemy,  fince  I  meant  them  no  harm,    but  was  c\ 
poor  yahoo  feeking   fome  defolate  place   where  tci 
pafs  the  remainder  of  his  unfortunate  life. 

When   they  began   to   talk,    I   thought   I   nevei 
heard  or  faw  any.  thing  fo  unnatural ;  for  it  appear  jj 
ed  to  me  as  monftrous,  as  if  a  dog  or  cow  fhoulc! 
fpeak  in  England,  or  a  yahoo  in  Houyhnhnm-land 
The  honeft  Portuguefe  were  equally  amazed  at  mi  i 
ftrangedrefs,  and  the  odd  manner  of  delivering  mi 
words,  which  however  they  underftood  very  well 
They  fpoke  to   me  with   great  humaniry,  and   faic 
they  were  fure  the  captain  would  carry  me  graft 
to  Lifbon,  from  whence  I  might  return  to  my  owr 
country  ;  that  two  of  the  feamen  would  go  back  t 
the  (hip,  inform  the  captain  of  what  they  had  feer1 
and  receive  his  orders  ;  in  the  mean  time,  unlefs  ] 
would  give  my  folemn  oath  not  to  fly,  they  woulc 
fecure  me  by  force.     1  thought  it  beft  to  complj 
with  their  propofal.     They  were   very  curious  tc 
know  my  ftory,  but  I  gave   them  very  little   fatis- 
faction ;    and    they    all  conjectured,   that  my  mif- 
fortunes  had  impaired  my    reafon.     In   two  hour, 
the  boat,  which  went  loaden  with  veffcls  of  waters 
returned  with   the  captain's  command  to  fetch  me 
on  board.     1  fell  on  my   knees  to  preferve  my  li- 
berty, but   all  was  in  vain  j  and  the  men  having 

tied 
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lied  me  with  cords,  heaved  me  into  the  boat,  from 
whence  I  was  taken  into  the  {hip,  and  from  thence 
into  the  captain's  cabbin. 

His  name  was  Pedro  de  Mendcz;  lie  was  a  very 
courteous  and  generous  perfon ;  he  intreated  me 
to  give  fome  account  of  myielf,  and  defired  to 
know  what  I  would  eat  or  drink  ;  (aid  I  ihould  be 
ufed  as  well  as  himfelf,  and  fpoke  fo  many  obli- 
ging things,  that  I  wondered  to  find  fuch  civilities 
from  a  yahoo.  However,  I  remained  filent  and 
fullen  ;  I  was  ready  to  faint  at  the  very  fmell  of 
him  and  his  men.  At  Jaft  I  defired  fomething  to 
eat  out  of  my  own  canoe  ;  but  he  ordered  me  a 
chicken,  and  fome  excellent  wine,  and  then  di- 
rected that  I  ihould  be  put  to  bed  in  a  very  clean 
cabbin.  I  would  not  undrefs  myfelf,  but  lay  on 
the  bed  cloaths,  and  in  half  an  hour  ftole  out, 
when  I  thought  the  crew  was  at  dinner,  and  get- 
ting to  the  fide  of  the  fhip,  was  going  to  leap  into 
the  fea,  and  fwim  for  my  life,  rather  than  conti- 
nue among  yahoos  :  but  one  of  the  feamen  pre- 
vented me,  and  having  informed  the  captain,  I  was 
chained  to  my  cabbin. 

After  dinner,  Don  Pedro  came  to  me,  and  de- 
fired  to  know  my  reafon  for  fo  defperate  an  at- 
tempt ;  affured  me,  he  only  meant  to  do  me  all 
the  fervice  he  was  able,  and  fpoke  fo  very  moving- 
ly, that  at  laft  1  defcended  to  treat  him  like  an 
animal  which  had  fome  little  portion  of  reafon.  I 
gave  him  a  very  fhort  relation  of  my  voyage ;  of 
the  confpiracy  againil  me  by  my  own  men  ;  of  the 
country  where  they  fet  me'  on  fhore,  and  of  my 
five  years  refidence  there  :  All  which  he  looked 
upon,  as  if  it  were  a  dream  or  a  vifion,  whereat  I 
took  great  offence  ;  for  I  had  quite  forgot  the  fa- 
culty  of  lying,  fo  peculiar  to  yahoos  in  all  coun- 
tries where  they  prefide,  and  confequently  the  dif- 
pofition  of  fufpecling  truth  in  others  of  their  own 
fpecies.  I  afked  him,  whether  it  were  the  cuftom 

in 
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in  his  country  to  f-.iy  the  thing  which  ivas  not?  I 
allured  him,  I  had  almoft  forgot  what  he  meant 
by  faliehood,  and,  if  I  had  lived  a  thoufand  years 
in  Houyhnhnm-land,  I  fhould  never  have  heard  a 
lye  from  the  meaneft  fervant  ;  that  I  was  altogether 
indifferent  whether  he  believed  me  or  no ;  but 
however,  in  return  for  his  favours,  I  would  give 
fo  much  allowance  to  the  corruption  of  his  nature, 
us  to  anfvver  any  objection  he -would  pleafe  to -make 
and  then  he  might  e-ifily  difcover  the  truth. 

The  captain  a  wife  man,  after  many  endeavours 
to  catch  me  tripping  in   fome  part  of  my   ftory,   at 
la  ft  began  to  have  a  better  opinion  of  my  vera.iry. 
But  he  added,   that,  fince  I  profefTcd  fo  inviolable 
an  attachment  to  truth,  I  muft  give  him  my  word 
and  honour  to  bear  him   company   in   this  vayage, 
without  attempting  any  thing   againft  my  life,  or  I; 
tile  he  would  continue  me  a  prifoner  till  we  arrived 
at  Lifbon.     I  gave  him   the   promife   he  required;) 
but  at  the  fame  time  protefted,  that  I  would  fuffer  I 
the  greateft  hardfhips,  rather  than   return  to  live 
among  yahoos. 

Our  voyage  pa  fled  without  any  confiderable  ac-  |j 
cident.  In  gratitude  to  the  captain,  I  fometimes 
fat  with  him  at  his  earneft  requcft,  and  drove  to  | 
conceal  my  antipathy  againft  human  kind,  al- 
though it  often  broke  out ;  which  he  fuffered  to 
pafs  without  obfervation.  But  the  greateft  part  of 
the  day  I  confined  myfelf  to  my  cabbin,  to  avoid 
feeing  any  of  the  crew.  The  captain  had  often  in- 
treated  me  to  ftrip  myfelf  of  my  iavage  drefs,  and 
offeied  to  lend  me  the  beft  fuit  of  cloaths  he  had. 
This  I  would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  accept,  abhor- 
ring to  cover  myfcU  with  any  thing  ihat  had  been 
on  the  back  of  a  yahoo.  I  only  ddired  he  would 
lend  me  two  clean  ihins,  which,  having  been 
wafhed  lince  he  wore  them,  I  believed  would  not 
fo  much  defile  me.  Thefe  I  changed  every  fecond 
dav.  and  wafbed  them  myfelf. 

*  ^  TT" 

We 
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"We  arrived  at  Lifbon,  Nov.  5.  1715.  At  our 
landing,  the  captain  forced  me  to  cover  myfelf 
with  his  cloak,  to  prevent  the  rabble  from  croud- 
ing  about  me.  I  was  conveyed  to  his  own  houfe  ; 
and  at  my  earneft  requeft  he  led  me  up  to  the 
higheft  room  backwards.  I  conjured  him  to  con- 
ceal from  all  perfons  what  I  had  told  him  of  the 
Houyhnhnms ;  becaufe  the  lead  hint  of  fuch  a 
ftory  would  not  only  draw  numbers  of  people  to 
fee  me,  but  probably  put  me  in  danger  of  being 
imprifoned  or  burnt  by  the  inquifitlon.  The  cap- 
tain perfuaded  me  to  accept  a  iuit  of  cloaths  newly 
made  ;  but  I  would  not  iuffer  the  taylor  to  take 
niy  meafure,  However,  Don  Pedro  being  almoft 
of  my  fize,  they  fitted  me  well  enough.  He  ac- 
coutred me  with  other  neceflaries,  all  new,  which 
I  aired  for  twenty-four  hours,  before  I  would  ufe 
them. 

The  captain  had  no  wife,  nor  above  three  fer- 
vants,  none  of  which  were  fuffered  to  attend  at 
meals  3  and  his  whole  deportment  was  fo  obliging-, 
added  to  very  good  human  understanding,  that  I 
really  began  to  tolerate  his  company.  He  gamed 
fo  far  upon  me,  that  I  ventured  to  look  out  of 
the  back  window.  By  degrees  I  was  brought  in- 
to another  room,  from  whence  I  peeped  into  the 
ftreet,  but  drew  my  head  back  in  a  fright.  In 
a  week's  time  he  feduced  me  down  to  the  door.  I 
j  found  my  terror  gradually  leffened,.  but  my  hatred 
and  contempt  feemed  to  increafe.  I  was  at  laft 
bold  enough  to  walk  the  ftreet  in  his  company,  but 
kept  my  nofe  well  flopped  with  rue,  or  iometimes 
with  tobacco. 

In  ten  days,  don  Pedro,  to  whom  I  had  given 
fome  account  of  my  domeftic  affairs,  put  it  upon 
me  as  a  matter  of  honour  and  confcience,  that  I 
ought  to  return  to  my  native  country,  and  live  at 
home  with  my  wife  and  children.  He  told  me,, 
there  was  an  tnglifh  (hip  in  the  port  juft  ready  to 
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fail,  and  he  would  furnifli  me  with  all  things  ne- 
ceflary.  It  would  be  tedious  to  repeat  his  argu* 
meats,  and  my  contradictions.  He  faid  it  was  al- 
together impo$Ible  to  find  fuch  a  folitary  ifland  as 
I  had  defired  to  live  in  ;  but  I  might  command  in 
my  own  houfe,  and  pafs  my  time  in  a  manner  as 
reclufe  as  I  pleafed. 

I  complied  at  laft,  finding  I  could  not  do  better. 
I  left  Lifbon,  the  24th  day  of  November,  in  an 
Knglifh  merchant-man,  but  who  was  the  matter  I 
never  enquired.  Don  Pedro  accompanied  me  to 
the  (hip,  and  lent  me  twenty  pounds.  He  took  kind 
leave  of  me,  and  embraced  me  at  parting,  which  I 
bore  as  well  as  I  could.  During  this  laft  voyage,  Ii 
had  no  commerce  with  the  matter,  or  any  of  his 
men  ;  but  pretending  I  was  lick,  kepi  clofe  in  my 
cabbin.  On  the  5th  of  December  1715,  we  caft 
anchor  in  the  Downs  about  nine  in  the  morning, 
and  at  three  in  the  afternoon  I  got  fafe  to  my  houie 
at  Rotherhhhe. 

.  My  wife  and  family  received  me  with  great  fur- 
prize  and  joy,  becaufe  they  concluded  me  certainly 
dead  ;  but  1  mull  freely  confefs  the  fight  of  them 
niitd  me  only  with  hatred,  difguft,  and  contempt ; 
and  the  more  by  reflecting  on  the  near  alliance  I 
had  to  them.  For  although,  (ince  my  unfortunate 
exile  from  the  Houyhnhnm  country,  I  had  com- 
pelled my fe If  to  tolerate  the  light  of  yahoos,  and 
to  converle  with  Don  Pedro  de  A/lendez,  yet  my 
memory  and  imagination  were  perpetually  filled 
with  the  virtues  and  ideas  of  rhofe  exalteU  Houyh- 
nhnms.  And  when  I  began  to  coniider.  thai,  by 
copulating  with  one  of  the  yahoo  fpecies,  I  had  be- 
come a  parent  of  more,  it  ftruck  me  with  the  ut- 
moft  lhame,  confufion,  and  horror. 

As  foon  as  1  entered  the  houfe,  my  wife  took 
me  in  her  arms,  and  kitted  me ;  at  which*  not  ha- 
ving been  u fed  to  the  touch  of  that  odious  animal 
for  To  many'  years,  I  fell  into  a  fwoon  for  almoft  an 

hour. 
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hour.  At  the  time  I  am  writing,  it  is  five  years 
fmce  my  laft  return  to  England  *  :  during  the  firft 
year  I  could  not  endure  my  wife  or  children  in  my 
prefence  :  the  very  fmell  of  them  was  intolerable  ; 
much  lefs  could  I  fuffer  them  to  eat  in  the  fame 
room.  To  this  hour  they  dare  not  prefume  to 
touch  my  bread,  ov  drink  out  of  the  fame  cup  ; 
neither  was  I  ever  able  to  let  them  take  me  by  the 
hand.  The  firft  money  I  laid  out  was  to  buy  t\vo 
-young  ftone-horfes,  which  I  keep  in  a  good  ftable* 
and  next  to  them  the  groom  is  my  greateft  favour- 
ite ;  for  I  feel  my  fpirits  revived  by  the  fmell  he 
.contracts  in  the  ftable.  My  horfes  understand  me 
tolerably  well ;  I  converfe  with  them  at  leaft  four 
hours  every  day.  They  are  ftrangers  to  bridle  or 
faddle;  they  live  in  great  amity  with  me,  and 
friendship  to  each  other. 

*  This  was  intended  as  a  mark,  whereby  the  exact  point  of  time, 
when  Dr.  Swift  had  finifhed  this  noble  and  grand  performance,  which 
in  the  prophetic  ftyle  of  his  friend  Pope,  will  in  1  inure  ages  be  the 
admiratiea  of  ail  men,  fliould  be  known  to  pofterity.     Swifrt 
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author's  veracity.     His  dejlgn  in  publifhing  this 
'work.     His  cenfure  of  thofe  travellers  'who  fiverve 
from  the  truth.    The  author  clears  hlmfelffrom  any 
fmijler  ends   in   'writing.     An  objection  anfwered. 
The  method  of  planting  colonies.    His  native  country 
€ommended.   The  right  of  the  crown  to  thofr  countries 
defcribcd  by  the  author •,  is  jujlified.     The  difficulty 
of  conquering  them..     The  author  takes  his  laft  leave 
of  the  reader  ;  propofith  his  manner  of  living  for  the 
future ;  gives. good  advice,  and  con cludtth. 

THUS,  gentle  reader,  I  have  given  thee  a  faith- 
ful hiilory  of  my  travels  for  fixteen  years  and 
above  feven  months ;  wherein  I  have  not  been  fo 
ftudious  of  ornament  as  of  truth.  I  could  perhaps, 
like  others,  have  aftonifhed  thee  with  ftrange  im- 
probable tales ;  but  I  rather  chofe  to  relate  plain 
matter  of  fact  in  the  fimpleft  manner  aud  ftyle  ;  be- 
caufe  my  principal  defign  was  to  inform,  and  not 
to  amufe  thee. 

It  is  eafy  for  us  who  travel  into  remote  countries, 
which  are  fddom  vifncd  by  Englimmen,  or  other 
Europeans,  to  form  defcriptions  of  wonderful  ani- 
mals both  at  fea  and  land.  Whereas  a  traveller's 

*  I  muft  conftfs,  in  the  fpint  of  candour  and  (incerity,  that! 
heartily  vvifh  this  lath  chap'er,  which  is,  without  exception,  the 
dulleft  p:ece  (at  leaft  that  I  can  remember,)  in  his  whole  writings, 
wire  either  burnt  or  annihilated.  This  indeed,  like  the  reft  of  his 
critics,  I  could  eafily  have  patted  over  uncenfured  ;  perhaps  they  never 
obfcrved  it :  and  yet  all  that  I  mean  by  this  gentle  fevetity,  (for  I  de- 
fpife  the  reputatioti  of  a  little  i  en 'uring  critic,)  is,  to  fhew  the  world, 
that  I  wt.ukl  fcorn  to  r.pprove,  ;hrough  thick  and  thin,  the  works  of 
the  mod  approved,  consummate  genius,  in  defpite  to  that  Urtle  know- 
Jecige  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  acquire,  as  a  direction  to  my  own 
Ufte  and  judgement.  Siiift. 

I  chief 
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chief  aim  fhould  be  to  make  men  wifer  and  better, 
and  to  improve  their  minds  by  the  bad,  as  well  as 
good  examples,  of  what  they  deliver  concerning 
foreign  places. 

I  could  heartily  wifli  a  law  was  enacted,  that  eve- 
ry traveller,  before  he  were  permitted  to  publilh 
his  voyages,  fhould  be  obliged  to  make  oath  before 
the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  that  all  he  intended  to 
print  was  ablolutely  true  to  the  bed  of  his  know- 
ledge; rbr  then  the  world  would  no  longer  be  de- 
ceived, as  it  uiually  is;  while  fome  writers,  to  make 
their  works  pafb  the  better  upon  the  public,  i •,  pole 
the  grofleft  fallities  on  the  unwary  reader,  I  have 
perufed  feveral  books  of  travels  with  great  delight 
in  my  younger  days ;  but  having -fince  gone  over 
moft  parts  of  the  globe,  and  been  able  to  contra- 
dict many  fabulous  accounts  from  my  own  obler- 
vation>  it  hath  given  me  a  great  difguft  againft  this 
part  of  reading,  and  fome  indignation  to  fee  the 
credulity  of  mankind  fo  impudently  abufed.  There- 
fore, fince  my  Acquaintance  were  pleafed  to  think 
my  poor  endeavours  might  not  be  unacceptable  to 
my  country,  I  impofed  on  myfelf  as  a  maxim  never 
to  be  fwerved  from,  that  I  would  ftriftly  adhere  to 
truth;  neither  indeed  can  I  be  ever  under  the  leaft 
temptation  to  vary  from  it,  while  I  retain  in  my 
mind  the  lectures  and  example  of  my  noble  matter, 
and  the  other  illuftrious  Houyhnhnms,  of  whom 
I  had  fo  long  the  honour  to  be  an  humble  hearer. 

— — —  Nee  fi  mifenim  fortuna  Sinwem 
Tinxit,  van um  etiam^  mendacemque*  improbujinget. 

I  know  very  well  how  little  reputation  is  to  be 
got  by  writings,  which  require  neither  genius  nor 
learning,  nor  indeed  any  other  talent,  except  a 
good  memory,  or  an  exact  journal.  1  know  iike- 
wife,  that  writers  of  travels,  like  dictionary  makers, 
are  funk  into  oblivion,  by  the  weight  anij  bulfc  of 
thofe  who  came  laft,  and  therefore  lie  uppermoft. 
And  it  is  highly  probable,  that  fuch  travellers,  who 

VOL.  V.  Y  fha;i 
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(hall  hereafter  vifit  the  countries  defcribed  in  this 
work  of  mine,  may,  by  detecting  my  errors,  (if 
there  be  any,)  and  adding  many  new  discoveries  of 
their  own,  juftie  me  out  of  vogue,  and  (land  in  my 
place,  making  the  world  forget  that  ever  I  was  an 
author.  This  indeed  would  be  to~>  great  mortifica- 
tion, if  I  wrote  for  fame  :  but  as  my  Ible  intention 
W3s  the  public  good,  I  cannot  be  altogether  difap- 
pointed.  For  who  can  read  of  the  virtues  I  have 
mentioned  in  the  glorious  Houyhnhnms  without 
being  rfhamed  of  his  own  vices,  when  he  confiders 
himielf  as  the  reafoning,  governing  animal  of  his 
country  ?  I  iliall  fay  nothing  of  thofe  remote  nati- 
ons <*here  yahoos  preiide  ;  amongft  which  the 
leaft  corrupted  are  the  Brobdingriagians,  whofe 
xvi'e  maxims  in  morality  and  government  it  would 
be  our  happinefs  to  obferve.  But  1  forbear  def- 
canting  farther,  and  rather  leave  the  judicious  rea- 
der to  his  own  remarks  and  applications. 

I  am  not  a  little  pleafed,  that  this  work  of  mine 
can  poffibiy  meet  with  no  cenfurers  :   for  what  ob- 
jection  can   be  made  againft   a  writer,  who  relates 
only  plain  facts,  that  happened  in  fuch  diftant  coun- 
tries, where  we  have  not  the  leafi  intereft  with  re- 
ipect  either  to  trade  or  negotiations  ?  I  have  care- 
dully   avoided    every   fault,    with    which    common 
•writers  of  travels  are  often  too  juftly  charged.    Be- 
iides  I  meddle  not  in  the  leaft  with  any  party,  but 
write  without  paiiion,  prejudice,  or  ill-will  againft 
any  man,  or  number  of  men  whatfoever.     I  write 
for  the  nobleft  end,  to   inform   and  inftrucl.  man- 
kind, over  whom   I   may,  without  breach  of  mo- 
defty,  pretend  to    fome  fuperiority,  from  the  ad- 
vantages  I  received  by  converging   fo   long    among 
the  mod  accomplished  Houyhnhnms.  I  write  with- 
out any  view  towards  profit  or  praife.     I  never  fuf- 
fer  a  word  to.pafs,  that  rm»y  look  like  reflection,  or 
poffibiy  give  the  leaft  offence,  even  to  thofe  who  are 
nioft  ready  to  take  it.     So  that  I  hope,  I  may  with 

juftice 
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juftice  pronounce  myfelf  an  author  perfectly  blame- 
ieis ;  againfl:  whom  the  tribes  of  anfwerers,  confi- 
derers,  obfervers,  reliefers,  detecters,  remarkers, 
will  never  be  able  to  rind  matter  for  exercifing  their 
taltnts. 

I  confcfs,  it  was  whifpered  to  me,  that  I  was 
bound  in  duty,  as  a  fubjccl  of  England,  to  have 
given  in  a  memorial  to  a  lecretary  ot  frate  at  my 
|it 'it  coming  over  >  becaufe,  whatever  lands  arc 
difcovered  by  a  fubjedt,  belong  to  the  crown.  But  I 
doubt  whether  our  conquefts,  in  the  countries  I 
treat  of,  would  b?  as  ea?y  as  thofe  of  Ferdinando 
Cortez  over  the  naked  Americans.  The  Lilliputi- 
$ns,  i  think,  are  hardly  worth  the  charge  of  a 
fleet  and  army  to  reduce  them ;  and  I  quefHon 
whether  it  might  be  prudent  or  fafe  to  attempt  the 
Brobdingnagians  :  Or  whether  an  Englifli  army 
would  be  much  at  their  eafe  with  the  flying  ifland 
over  their  heads.  The  Houyhnhnms,  indeed,  ap- 
pear not  to  be  fo  well  prepared  for  war,  a  fcience  to 
which  they  are  perfect  ftrangers,  and  efpecially  a- 
gainft  miffive  weapons.  However,  fuppofing  myfelf 
to  be  a  miniiler  of  ftate,  I  could  never  give  my  ad- 
vice for  invading  them.  Their  prudence,  unani- 
mity, unacquaintednefs  with  fear,  and  their  love  of 
their  country,  would  amply  fupply  all  defects  in 
the  military  art.  Imagine  twenty  thoufaiid  of  them 
breaking  into  the  midft  of  an  European  army, 
confounding  the  ranks,  overturning  the  carriages, 
battering  the  warriors  faces  into  mummy  by  terrible 
yerks  from  their  hinder- hoofs  j  for  they  would  well 

,  deferve  the  character  given  to  Auguftus  :  Recalci- 
trat  undique  tutus.  But  inftead  of  propofals  for 

'  conquering  that  magnanimous  nation,  I  rather  wiQi 
they  were  in  a  capacity,  or  difpofition,  to  fend  a 
fufficient  number  of  their  inhabitants  for  civilizing 

i  Europe,  by  teaching  us  the  firft  principles  of  ho- 
nour, juftice,  truth,  temperance,  public  fpirit,  for- 

[utude,  chaftity,  friendfhip,  benevolence,  and  fide- 

Y   2  lity: 
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Uty :  the  names  of  all  which  virtues  are  ftill  retain- 
ed among  us  in  moft  languages,  and  are  to  be  met 
with  in  modern,  as  well  as  ancient  authors ;  which 
I  am  able  to  aflert  from  my  own  fmall  reading. 

But  I  had  another  reafon,   which  made  me  lefs 
forward  to  enlarge  his  Majefty's  dominions  by  my 
difcoveries  :  To  fay  the   truth,  I  had  conceived  a 
few  icruples  with  relation  to  the  diftributive  juftice 
of  princes  upon  thofe  occaiions.     For  inilance,  a 
crew  of  pyrates  are  driven  by  a  ftorm,   they  know 
not  whither ;   at  length  a  boy  difcovers  land  from 
the  top  maft  ;  they  go  on  fhore  to  rob  and  plunder  ;  I 
they  fee   an   harmlefs  people,   are  entertained  wiihl 
kindnefs  ;  they  give  the  country  a  new  name:  thej 
take  formal  pofleffion  of  it  for  their  king  ;  they  fel 
up  a  rorten  plank  or  a  ftone  for  a  memorial;  thejl 
murder  two  or  three  dozen  of  the   natives,  bring 
away  a  couple  more  by  force  for  a  fample,  returrl 
home,  and  get  their  pardon.      Here  commences  "A 
new  dominion,  acquired  with  a  title  by  divine  right 
Ships  are  fent  with  the  firft  opportunity  ;  the  native; 
driven  out  or  deftroyed  ;  their  princes  tortured  tcl 
rjifcover  their  gold  ;  a  free  licence  given  to  all  acts  ol  I 
inhumanity  and   luft  :  the   earth   reeking  with  thq 
blood  of  its  inhabitants  :   and  this  execrable  crew  oil 
butchers  employed  in  fo  pious  an  expedition,  is  a|i 
modern  colony,  lent  to  convert  and  civilize  an  idola 
trous  and  barbarous  people. 

But  this  description,  I  confefs,  doth  by  no  means 
affedt  the  Britifh  nation,  who  may  be  an  example 
to  the  whole  world,  for  the  wii'dom,  care,  and 
juftice  in  planting  colonies ;  their  liberal  endow- 
ments for  the  advancement  of  religion  and  learn 
ing;  their  choice  of  devout  and  able  paftors  to  pro- 
pagate Chriftianity  ;  their  caution  in  flocking  their 
provinces  with  people  of  fober  lives  and  converfa 
tions,  from  this  the  mother  kingdom  ;  their  ftricl 
regard  to  the  diftribution  of  juftice,  in  fupplying 
the  civil  adminiftration  through  all  their  colonies 

with 
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with  officers  of  the  greateft  abilities,  utter  ftrangers 
to  corruption  ;  and  to  crown  all,  by  fending  the 
mod  vigilant  and  virtuous  governors,  who  have  no 
other  views  than  the  happinefs  of  the  people  over 
whom  they  prefide,  and  the  honour  of  the  King 
their  mailer. 

But  as  thofe  countries,  which  I  have  dcfcribed, 
do  not  appear  to  have  anydefire  of  being  conquer- 
ed, and  enflaved,  murdered  or  driven  out  by  colo- 
nies ;  nor  abound  either  in  gold,  filver,  fugar,  or 
tobacco  ;  I  did  humbly  conceive,  they  were  by  no 
means  proper  objects  of  our  zeal,  our  valour,  or 
our  interelt.  However,  if  thofe,  whom  it  more 
concerns,  think  it  lit  to  be  of  another  opinion,  I 
am  ready  to  depofe,  when  I  ihall  be  lawfully  called, 
that  no  European  did  ever  vifit  thefe  countries  be- 
fore me  :  I  mean,  if  the  inhabitants  ought  to  be 
believed  ;  unlefs  a  difpute  miy  a  rife,  concerning 
the  two  yahoos  iaid  to  have  been  feen  many  ages 
r.go  upon  a  mountain  in  Houyhnhnm-land. 

Bur,  as  to  the  formality  of  taking  poiTcflion  in 
my  fovereign's  name,  it  never  came  once  into  my 
thoughts;  and  if  it  had,  yet.  as  my  affairs  then 
ftood,  I  ihould  perhaps  in  point  of  prudence  and 
fel~  preiervation  have  put  it  off  to  a  better  opportu- 
nity. 

Having  thus  anfwered  the  only  objection  that 
can  ever  be  railed  againft  me  as  a  traveller ;  I  here 
take  a  final  leave  of  all  my  courteous  readers,  and 
return  to  enjoy  iny  own  fpeculations  in  my  little 
garden  at  RedrifF;  to  apply  thofe  excel'ent  lerlbns 

lof  virtue  which  1  learned  among  ihe  Houyhnhnms  ; 
to  inrrruct.the  yahoos  of  my  own  family,  as  far  as 

il  (hall  find  them  docible  animals  ;  to  behold  my  fi- 
gure often  in  a  glafs,  and  thus,  if  poffible,  habitu- 
ate myfelf  by  time  to  tolerate  the  fight  of  a  human 
creature  :  to  lament  the  brutality  of  Houyhnhnms 

i  in  my  own  country,   but  always  treat  their  p^rfons 

1  with  refpect  for  the  lake  of  my. noble  mafter,  iiis 

Y  3  family,  . 


258  GULLIVER's  TRAVELS.       Part  IV. 

family,  his  friends,  and  the  whole  Houyhnhnm 
race,  whom  thefe  of  ours  have  the  honour  to  re- 
femble  in  all  their  lineaments,  however  their  intel- 

»  j 

kctuais  came  to  degenerate. 

I  began  laft  week  to  permit  my  wife  to  (it  at 
dinner  with  me  at  the  fartheft  end  of  a  long  table  ; 
and  to  anfwer  (but  with  the  utmoft  brevity,)  the 
few  queftions  I  afked  her.  Yet,  the  fmell  of  a  ya- 
hoo continuing  very  cfFenfive,  I  always  kept  my 
siofe  well  Hopped  with  rue,  lavender,  or  tobacco- 
leaves.  And,  although  it  be  hard  for  a  man  late 
in  life  to  remove  old  habits.  I  am  not  altopether 

•*  O 

out  of  hopes  in  fome  time  to  fufFer  a  neighbour! 
yahoo  in  my  company,  without  the  apprehenfions 
J  am  yet  under  of  his  teeth  or  his  claws. 

My  reconcilement  to  the  yahoo-kind  in  general, 
might  not  be  fo  difficult,  if  they  would  be  content 
with  thole  vices  and  follies  only  which  Nature  hath 
intitled  them  to.  I  am  not  in  the  leaft  provoked  ai 
the  fight  of  a  lawyer,  a  pick -pocket,  a  colonel,  '<. 
fool,  a  lord,  a  gamefter,  a  politician,  a  whore 
monger,  a  phyficiao,  an  evidence,  a  fuborner,  ar 
attorney,  a  traitor,  or  the  like  :  this  is  all  accord 
ing  to  the  due  courfe  of  things  ;  but  when  I  behok 
a  lump  of  deformity  and  difeafes,  both  in  body  anc 
rnind,  fmitten  with  pride,  it  immediately  breaks  al 
the  meafbres  of  my  patience  ;  neither  (hall  I  be  evei 
able  to  comprehend  how  fuch  an  animal,  and  fuel: 
a  vice,  could  tally  together.  The  wife  and  virtu 
o«s  Houyhnhnms,  who  abound  in  all  excellencie: 
that  can  adorn  a  rational  creature,  have  no  nam< 
fv>r  this  vice  in  their  language,  which  hath  no  term: 
to  exprefs  anything  that  is  evil,  except  thofe  where 
by  they  defcribe  the  deteftable  qualities  of  their  ya 
hoos,  among  which  they  were  not  able  to  diftinguifl 
this  of  pride,  for  want  of  thoroughly  understanding 
human  nature,  as  it  Qieweth  itfelf  in  other  coun- 
tries where  that  animal  prefides :  But  I,  who  hac 

mon 
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more  experience,  could   plainly  obferve  fome  rudi* 
nients  of  it  among  the  wild  yahoos. 

But  the  Houyhrihnrns,  who  live  under  the  go- 
vernment of  reaion,  are  no  more  proud  of  the  good 
qualities  they  porTcis,  than  I  fhould  be  for  not 
wanting  a  leg  or  an  arm,  which  no  man  in  his  wits 
would  boaft  of,  although  he  muft  be  miferable  with- 
out them.  I  dwell  the  longer  upon  this  fubjec"l, 
from  the  delire  I  have  to  make  the  fociety  of  an 
Englilh  yahoo  by  any  means  not  infupportable  ;  and 
therefore  I  here  intreat  thole,  who  have  any  tinc- 
ture of  this  abfurd  vice,  that  they  will  not  prefume 
to  come  in  my  fight. 

%*  To  mort'fy  pride,  which  irdeed  was  not  male  for  man,  and 
p;oduc<?s  not  only  the  moft  ridiculous  follies,  but  the  moft  exte  five 
calamity,  appears  to  hive  been  one  general  view  of  the  author  in  eve- 
ry part  of  thefe  travels.  Pcifonal  ftrength-  and  be  iry,  the  wifdom 
and  the  vittue  of  mankind,  become  objects,  not  of  prick,  but  of  hu.- 
mi'l'.y,  in  the  diminutive  fia  ure  and  contemptible  \veaknefs  of  the 
Lilliputians  ;  in  the  horid  deformity  of  the  Brobdingnaeinns  ;  in  the 
learned  folly  of  the  Liputians;  and  in  the  parallel  d^awn  between 
eur  manners  and  chofe  of  the  Hcuyhnhnms. 

Swift'?  Gulliver  is  a  dirt  (ft,  plain,  and  bitter  faiire,  againft  the  in- 
num arable  fellies  and  corrup-ions  in  law,  poiincs,  learning;,  morals, 
and  religion.  And  without  difpme  thefe  manifold  corruptions  have, 
in  a  courle  of  ag^s,  by  the  refinements  and  glofies  of  iniquitous  men, 
arrived  at  lad  to  fnch  ftrength  aiH  effrontery,  as  to  rendtr  it  impoflible 
f)r  all  the  wit  and  genius  that  ever  warmed  the  imagination  of  a  fa- 
ti  ift.  to  hfh  them  with  any  degree  of  feveiity  proportioned  to  that 
excefs  of  perturbation  and  mifchief  which  they  feverally  occafion  ia 
the  great  circle  of  fociety.  AIT  therefore,  which  can  be  done  by  a 
wife  man,  (feeing  that  by  nature  he  is  appointed  to  aft,  for  the  fpace 
of  thirty,  fifty,  or  feventy  years,  fome  ridiculous  filly  part  in  this 
faitaftic  theatre  of  mifery,  vice,  and  corruption,)  is  either  to  lament, 
with  Heraclitus,  the  iniquities  of  the  world  ;  or,  which  is  the  more 
cheerful,  and  therefore  I  do  pi  efume  the  more  eligible  ccurfe,  to  1  ;ugh 
\vith  Democritu?,  at  all  the  knaves  and  fools  upon  earth.  And  ac- 
cordingly we  find,  that  Dr.  Swift  has,  in  thefe  travels,  exerted  a  fort 
of  ridicule  and  fatire,  pointed  lo  directly  againft  the  dcpravi'ies  of  hu- 
man kinJ,  and  lupportcd  with  fuch  an  abundance  ot  wit  and  pleafan^ 
try,  as  i  ideed  more  than  perfuade  us  to  believe,  th.it  his  intention  was 
either  to  laugn  vice  and  immorality,  if  it  were  poffible,  quite  out  of 
the  world :  or  at  leaft  to  avenge  the  caufe  of  virtue  on  all  ihe  patrons 
or  abettors  of  iniquity.  Swift. 
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A  TRITICAL  ESSAY  upon  the  FACULTIES 

of  the  MIND  *. 


To- 


SIR, 


5  T)  E  I  N  G  fo  great  a  lover  of  antiquities,  it  was 

*"  -*-'  reafonable  »o  fuppofe  you  would  be  very  much 

*  obliged  with  any  thing  that  was  new.     1  have  been 
'  of  late   offended  with  many  writers  of  eiTays  and 

*  moral    difcourfes,  for  running  into   ftale    topics 

*  and  thread-bare    quotations,   and    not   handling 
'  their  f abject  fully  and  ciofely  :    all  which   errors 
4  I  have  carefully  avoided   in   the  following  eiTay, 
€  which  I  have  propoled    for  a  pattern    for    young 

*  writers  to  imitate.      The  thoughts  and  obfervati- 
'  ons  being  entirely  new,  the  quotations  untouched 
'  by  others,  the  fubject  of. mighty  importance,  and 
'  treated  with  much  order  and  perfpkuity,    it  hath 

*  coil   me  a  great    deal   of  time  ;   and  I  clefire  you 
'  will  accept  and  confider  it  as  the  uanoft  effort  of 

*  my  genius.' 


}HILOSOPHLRS  fay,  that  man  is  a  micfocofm, 

or  little  world,  reiembling  in  miniature  every 

part  of  the  great  ;     and,  in  my  opinion,    the  body 
natural  may  be  compared  to  the  body  politic  }  and 

if 


*  This  efiay  will  make  you  {VnUe.         Orrery. 

In  this  piece  the  fp.rit  of  ridicule  is  very    highly    difplayed.      The 
author  gravtly  pretends,   that   tl:is    fuhjtO  is  of  mighty  importance  j 
that  his  fentiments  are  entirely  new  ;  that  his  quotations  are  untouch-li 
ed  by    others  :  and.  above  all,  that  he   has  treated  his  fubjcft   v.ith 

xnutbl 
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if  this  be  Co  how  can  the  Epicurean's  opinion  be 
true,  that  the  univerfe  was  formed  by  a  fortuitous 
concourfe  of  atoms  ;  which  I  will  no  more  believe, 
lhan  tha'  the  accidental  jumbling  of  the  letters  of 
the  alphabet  could  fall  by  chance  into  a  moft  inge- 
nious and  learned  treatife  of  philofophy.  Rijum 
Hneutis  amid?  [HoR.]  This  falfe  opinion  muft 
needs  create  many  more  ;  it  is  like  an  error  in  the 
firft  concoction,  which  cannot  be  corrected  in  the 
fecond  ;  the  foundation  is  weak,  and  whatever  fu- 
perftrudture  you  raife  upon  it,  muft  of  neceffity 
fall  to  the  ground  Thus  men  are  led  from  one 
error  to  another,  until  with  Ixion  they  embrace  a 
cloud  inftead  of  Juno ;  or,  like  the  dog  in  the  fa- 
ble, lofe  the  fubftance  in  gaping  at  the  lhadow  :  For 
fiich  opinions  cannot  cohere  ;  but  like  the  iron  and 
clay  in  the  toes  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  muft 
feparate  and  break  in  pieces.  I  Ii4ve  read  in  a  cer- 
tain author,  that  Alexander  wept,  becaufe  he  had 
no  more  worlds  to  conquer ;  which  he  needed  not 
have  done,  if  the  fortuitous  concourfe  of  atoms 
could  create  one  ;  but  this  is  an  opinion  fitter  for 
that  many  headed  beaft  the  vulgar  to  entertain,  than 
for  fo  wife  a  man  as  Epicurus ;  tbe  corrupt  part  of 
his  feet  only  borrowed  his  name,  as  the  monkey 
did  the  cat's  claw  to  draw  the  chefnut  out  of  the 
fire. 

However,  the  firft  ilep  to  the  cure  is  to  know  the 
difeaie  ;  and  though  truth  may  be  difficult  to   find, 

much  order,  fulnefs,  and  perfpicu'.fy  ;  on  which  account  he  hath 
propoi'ed  k  as  a  pa:tt?rn  tor  y^:ng  writers  to  imitate,  and  d^fires  it 
may  be  conGdered  as  the  utmoft  effort  of  his  genius.  Whereas,  in  fadl, 
the  fub;e<£l  is  of  li;tle  importance,  the  fentiments  are  old  and  ftale, 
the  quotations  are  thread  ha  e  :  and  to  complete  his  ridicu'e,  he  h_is 
treated  his  fubjedfc  in  a  l^ght,  carelcfs,  rambling,  fuperficial  manner, 
uitaout  order,  fulnefs,  meaning,  or  perfpicuity  :  and  therefore  it  is 
cnly  to  be  confidtred,  like  \he  Meditation  on  a  Bro..mftick,  [Vol.  7 
p.  104]  in  a  farcical,  fatiric  iighi,  dLfigr.ed  rurely  to  expole  the  folly 
and  temerity  of  thofe  bramlefs,  illiterate  fcrvhblers  who  are  e'emal- 
ly  plaguing  their  contemporaries  with  a  parcel  of  wild,  incoherent 
nonfenfical  trafh.  Swi/?. 

becaufe^ 
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becaufe,  as  the  philofpnher  obferves,  (he  lives  ii 
the  bottom  of  a  well,  yet  we  need  not,  like  blin< 
men,  grope  in  open  day-light.  I  hope  I  may  b 
allowed  among  fo  many  far  more  learned  men  ti 
offer  my  mite,  iince  a  ftander-by  may  fomc times  per 
haps  fee  more  of  the  game,  than  he  that  plays  it 
But  I  do  not  think  a  philofopher  obliged  to  ac 
count  for  every  phenomenon  in  nature,  or  drowij 
himfelf  with  Ariilotle,  for  not  being  able  to  folv< 
the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide  in  that  fatal  fen 
tence  he  pad  upon  himfelf,  tjhria  tenon  capio>  tu  capie 
me.  Wherein  he  was  at  once  the  judge  and  the  crimi 
nal,  the  accufer  and  executioner.  Socrates,  on  th 
other  hand,  who  faid  he  knew  nothing,  was  pro 
nounced  by  the  oracle  to  be  the  wifeft  man  in  thi 
world. 

But  to  return  from  this  digreffion,  I  think  it  a 
clear  as  any  clemonfiratiun  in  ruciid,  that  naturi| 
does  nothing  in  vain;  if  we  were  able  to  dive  intd 
her  fecret  recefTes,  we  fhould  find  that  the  ftnallef 
blade  of  grafs,  or  moft  contemptible  weed,  has  it 
particular  ufe  :  but  ilie  is  chiefly  admirable  in  he: 
minuted  compofltions  ;  the  leaft  and  moft  contemp 
tible  in  feel:  moft  difcoversthe  art  of  nature,  if  I  mai 
fo  call  it;  though  nature,  which  delights  in  variety 
will  always  triumph  over  art  :  and  as  the  poet  ob 
ferves, 

Naturam  expellas  furca  licet,  nfque  recurret.  HOR, 
But  the  various  opinions  of  philofophers,  have 
fcattered  through  the  world  as  many  plagues  of  the 
mind  as  Pandora's  box  did  thofe  of  the  body,  only 
with  this  difference,  that  they  have  not  left  hop.* 
at  the  bottom.  And  if  truth  be  not  fled  with  Af- 
trea,  fhe  is  certainly  as  hidden  as  the  fource  of  the 
Nile,  and  can  be  found  only  in  Utopia.  Not  that 
I  would  reflect  on  thefe  wife  fages,  which  would  be 
a  fort  of  ingratitude  ;  and  he  that  calls  a  man  un- 
grate- 
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grateful,  Turns  up  all  the  evil  a  man  can   be  guilty 
of. 

Ingratumjl  dixeris  omnia  dias, 
Cut  what  I  blame  the  philoibphers  for  (though 
fome  may  think  it  a  paradox),  is  chiefly  their  pride  ; 
.nothing  lefs  than  an   ipfe  dixit,  and  you   muil    pia 
your  faith  on  their  flecve.      And   though  Diogenes 
lived  in  a  tub,  there  might  be,   for    aught  I  know, 
•as  much  pride  under  his  rags,  as  in   the  fine-fpun 
.garment  of  the  divine  Plato.     It  is  reported  of  this 
•Diogenes,  that  when  Alexander  came  to   fee  him, 
iand  promifed  to  give  him  whatever  he  would   afk, 
iihe  Cynic  only  anAvered,  "  take  not  from  me  what 
ji"  you  canft  not  give  me,  but  ftand  from    between 
me  and  the  light  j"  which  was  almoft  as  extrava- 
gant, as  the  philofopher  that  flung  his  money  into 

Ithe  fea,  with  this  remarkable  faying 

How  different  was    this    man    from  the    ufurer, 
being  told  his  fon  would  fpend  all  he  had  got, 
'eplied,  "  He  cannot  take  more  pleafure  in  fpend- 
ing,  than  I  did  in  getting  it."     Thefe  men  could 
ee  the  faults  of  each  other,  but   not    their    own  ; 
hofe  they  flung  into  the  bag  behind  ;    non  videmus 
manticae  quod  in   t ergo  eft*.     I  may    perhaps    be 
:enfured  for  my  free  opinions  by  thole  carping  Mo- 
us's  whom  authors  worfhip  as  the  Indians  do  the 
evil,  for  fear.     They  will  endeavour  to  give    my 
eputation  as  many  wounds  as  the  man  inthe  alma- 
ack ;   but  I  value  it  not  ;   and   perhaps,    like  flics, 
ey  may  buz  fo  often   about   the  candle,   till    they 
urn  their  wings.    They  muft  pardon  me,  if  I  vea- 
re  to  give  them    this  advice,  not  to  rail  at  what 
ey  cannot  underftand  :  it  does  but   dilcover  that 
•elf- tormenting    paflion    of  envy,  than  which    the 

f  Allrding  to  the  fable  of  Phaedrus,  that  Jupiter  had  hung  o/rr 
•  ery  man's  fnruide:  two  fatchels,  of  which  one  hung  before,  a  d 
stained  the  faults  of  his  ntighkur  ;  and  the  other  behind,  whi  h 
mtained  hi-s  own, 

great  eft 
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greateft  tyrant  never  invented  a  more  cruel  tor 
ment. 

Invidia  Sicitli  non  invenere  tyrnnni 

Tor  ment  um  majus J  u  v . 

I  muft  be  fo  bold  to  tell  my  critics  and  witling: 
that  they  can  no   more  judge  of  this,  than  a  ma 
that  is  born  blind  can  have  any  true  idea  of  cc 
lours,     t  have  always   obferved   that  your   empt 
vdfels  found  loudeft :  I  value  their   lafhes  as    litt 
as  the  Tea  did  thofe   of  Xerxes,  when  he  whippe 
it.  f .     The  utmoft  favour  a  man   can  expect  froi 
them  is,  that  which  Polyphemus  promifed  Ulyfle 
that  he  would    devour  him  the  laft:  they  think 
fubdue  a  writer  as  Caefar  did  his   enemy,  with 
•veni,  vidi,  vici.     I  confefs  I  value  the  opinion  i 
the  judicious  few,  a  Rymer,  a  Dennis,  or  a  W--J 
but  for  the  reft,  to  give  my  judgement  at  once, 
think  the  long  difpute  among  the  philofophers 
bout  a  vacuum  may  be  determined  in   the  affirm 
live,  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  a  critic's  head.     Th< 
are  at  beft  but  the  drones  of  the  learned  worl 
who  devour   the  honey,  and  will   not  work  then 
felves ;  and  a  writer  need  no  more   regard   ther 
than  the  moon  does  the  barking  of  a  little  fenfel* 
cur.     For,  in  fpight  of  their  terrible  roaring,  y( 
may  with  half  an  ey€  difcover  the  ajs  under  tl 
lion's  fkin. 

But  to   return    to   our  difcourfe  :  Demofthen 
being  afked  what   was  the    firft   part  of  an  orate, 
replied,  attion:  what  was  the  fecond,  aftion:  wh 
was  the  third,  aflion  :  and  fo  on  ad  infinitum.     Tt 
may  be  true   in  oratory  ;    but  contemplation  in 
ther  things  exceeds    action.     And  therefore   a  wi 
man  is  never  lefs  alone,  than  when  he  is  alone : 

Nuuquam  minus  Jclust  qitam  cum  fohts. 
And   Archimedes,    the   famous  mathematicia 

•j-  It  is  told  cf  Xerxes,  that  when  the  fea  broke  down  the  brie  ( 
of  boats,  which  he  had  laid  over  ihc  Hclluipont,  he  ordered  it  to  1( 
laflied,  and  fetters  to  be  thrown  into  it. 

^  w 
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was  fo  intent  upon  his  problems,  that  he  never 
minded  the  foldier  who  came  to  kill  him.  There- 
fore, not  to  detract  from  the  juft  praife  that  be- 
longs to  orators,  they  ought  to  confider  that  na- 
ture, which  give  us  two  eyes  to  fee,  and  two  ears 
10  hear,  has  given  us  but  one  tongue  to  fpeuk, 
wherein  however  fome  do  fo  abound,  that  the 
virtuofi,  who  have  been  fo  long  in  fearch  for  the 
perpetual  motion,  may  infallibly  find  it  there. 

Some  men  admire  republics,  becaufe  orators 
flourifh  there  moft,  and  are  the  great  enemies  of 
tyranny  :  but  my  opinion  is^  that  one  tyrant  is  bet- 
ter than  a  hundred.  Belides,  tbefe  orators  inflame 
the  people,  whole  anger  is  really  but  a  fliort  fit  of 
madnefs. 

Jm  furor  brevis  eft.  HOR. 

After  which  laws  are   like  cobwebs,,  which  may 

l  catch  fmall  flies,  but  iet  wafps  and  hornets  break 
through.  But  in  oratory  the  greateft  art  is  to  hide 

I  art. 

Artis  eft  ceiare  artem 

But  this  muft'be  the  work  of  time ;  we  muft  lay 
hold  on  all  opportunities,  and  let  flip  no  occafion, 
elfe  we  fhall  be  forced  to  weave  Penelope's  web, 
.unravel  in  the  night  what  we  fpun  in  the  day. 
And  therefore  I  have  obferved,  that  time  is  paint- 
ed with  a  lock  before,  and  bald  behind,  fignifying 

i  thereby,  that  we  muft  take  time  (as  we  fay)  by  the 
forelock,  for  when  it  is  once  pail,  there  is  no  re- 
calling it. 

The  min.d  of  man  is  at  firft  (if  you  will  pardon 
the  expreffion)  like  a  tabula  rafa,  or  like  wax, 

\  which,  while  it  is  foft,  is  capable  of  any  impreffion, 
till  time  has  hardened  it.  And  at  length  death, 
that  grim  tyrant,  flops  us  in  the  midft  of  our  car- 
reer.  The  greateft  conquerors  have  at  laft  been 
conquered  by  death,  which  fpares  none,  from  the 
fceptre  to  the  fp.ide. 

Mon  omnibus  cvmmwiis. 
VOL.  V.  Z  AH 
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All  rivers  go  to  the  Tea,  but  none  return  frore 
it.     Xerxes  wept  when  he  beheld  his  army,  to  con- 
iider  that  in  lefs  than  an  hundred  years  they  would 
be  all  dead  :   Anacreon  was  choaked  with  a  grape- 
flone  ;  and  violent  joy  kills  as  well  as  violent  grief. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  world  conftant,  but  in- 
con  ftancy  ;  yet  Plato  thought,  that  if  virtue  would] 
appear  to  the  world  in  her  own  native  drefs,  all| 
men  would  be  enamoured  with  her.     But  now.' 
fmce  intereft   governs  the  world,  and  men  neglecY 
the  golden   mean,   Jupiter   himfelf,  if  he -came  on  j 
the  earth,  would  be  defpifed,  unlefs  it  were,  as  ht> 
did  to  Danae,  in  a  golden  fhower :  for  we  now-a- 
days  worfhip  the  rifing  fun,  and  not  the  fetting. 
Donee  eris  felix  rmiltos  numerabis  amicos 

Thus  have  I,  in  obedience  to  your  command?, 
ventured  to  expofe  myfelf  to  cenfure  in  this  critical 
age.  Whether  I  have  done  right  to  my  fubjefl 
muft  be  left  to  the  judgement  of  the  learned  read- 
er :  however,  I  cannot  but  hope,  that  my  attempt- 
ing of  it  may  be  an  encouragement  for  fome  able 
pen  to  perform  it  with  more  fucceis. 
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PREDICTIONS  for  the  year  1708  *. 

Wherein  the  month,  and  day  of  the  month,  are 
fet  down,  the  perfons  named,  and  the  great  acti- 
ons  and  events  of  next  year  particularly  relat- 
ed, as  they  will  come  10  pafs. 

Written  to  prevent  the  people  of  England  from  being 
farther  tmpofed  on  by  the  vulgar  almanack-makers. 

\        BylSAAC   BICKERSTAFF,  Efq. 

T  HAVE  longconfidered  the  grofs  abufe  of  aftro- 
A  logy  in  this  kingdom,  and  upon  debating  the 
matter  with  myfdf,  I  could  not  poflibly  lay  the 

*  It  is  faid,  that  the  author,  when  he  had  writ  this  paper,  an* 
be'ng  at  a  lofs  what  name  to  prefix  to  it,  pafling  through  Longacre, 
obfervtd  a  fign  over  a  houfe  whe.e  a  lockfmith  dwelt,  aod  found  the 
name  Sickerftajf  written  under  it:  which  being  a  name  fomewhat  un- 
common, he  chofe  to  call  himfelf  JTaec  Elckerjlaff.  Th.s  name  was 
fome  time  afterwards  made  ufe  of  by  Sir  RtcharJ  Steele,  and  Mr. 
Addifon,  in  the  Tatlers  ;  in  which  papers,  as  well  as  many  of  the 
Spectator^,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  author  had  a  confiderable  part. 
Dub.  edit. 

The  papers  which  relat«  to  Partridge  the  almanack-maker,  are 
entirely  humorous  :  and  although  they  are  not  only  temporary  but 
local  ;  yet,  by  an  art  peculiar  to  Swift  himfelf,  they  are  rendered. 
hnmonal,  (9  as  to  be  read  with  pleafure,  as  long  as  the  Englifh  lan- 
guage fubfifts.  Orrety- 

In  the  papers  relating  to  Partridge  the  almanack-  maker,  thcfe- 
who  have  a  tafte  for  mirth  and  humour,  will  find  abundance  of  en- 
tertainment. They  ar.  defigned  as  a  riditule  upon  all  that  foolifli 
tribe,  who  fet  up  fur  aftrologcrs,  and  w.thout  one  rag  ot  leaning 
are  great  pretenders  to  fc:ence.  The  elegy  on  Partridge  (in  vol.  vii.  p. 
004.)  can  never  be  fuflficien'Jy  relifoed  by  thofe  who  are  unacqu^int- 
cd  with  thofe  whimfical  tradt  .  However,  it  is  a  point  \vorth  ob- 
ferving,  that  upon  all  occafions  Dr.  Swift  remembeied  the  fanatical 
pa/ty  j  neither  would  he  allow  a  poor  cubler,  ftarmonger,  and  quack, 
to  go  cut  of  the  world,  until,  upon  his  death  bed,  he  had  declared 
himfelf  a  nonconfoimilt,  afld  h?d  a  fanatic  preacher  to  be  his  fpiritual 
£,uide.  Swift. 

Z  2  fault 
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fault  upon  the  art*  but  upon  thofe  grofs  importers, 
who  fee  up  to  be  the  artifts.  I  know  feveral  learn- 
ed men  have  contended,  that  the  whole  is  a  cheat  ; 
that  it  is  abfurd  and  ridiculous  to  imagine,  the  ftars  j 
can  have  any  influence  at  all  upon  human  actions, 
thoughts,  or  inclinations  ;  and  whoever  hath  not 
bent  his  ftudies  that  way,  may  be  excufed  for  think- 
ing fo,  when  he  fees  in  how  wretched  a  manner 
that  noble  art  is  treated  by  a  few  mean  illiterate 
traders  between  us  and  the  ftars  ;  who  import  a 
yearly  ftock  of  nonfenfe,  lyes,  folly,  and  imperti- 
rience,  which  they  offer  to  the  world  as  genuine 
from  the  planets,  though  they  defcend  from  no 
greater  a  height  than  their  own  brains. 

I  intend  in  a  fhert  time  to  publifh  a  large  and 
rational  defence  of  this  art,  and  therefore  ihall  fay- 
no  more  in  its  juftiikatron  at  prefent,  than  that  it 
hath  been  in  all  ages  defended  by  many  learned  | 
ii^en,  and  among  the  reft  by  Socrates  himfelf,  whom 
I  look  upon  as  undoubtedly  the  xvifcft  of  uninfpir-  I 
ed  mortals ;  to  which  if  we  add,  that  thofe  who 
have  condemned  his  art,  though  othei  wife  learned, 
having  been  fuch  as  either  did  not  apply  their  ftu- 
dies this  way,  or  at  leaft  did  not  fucceed  in  their 
applications  ;  their  teftimony  will  not  be  of  much 
iveight  to  its  difadvantage,  fince  they  are  liable  to 
the  common  objection  of  condemning  what  they 
did  not  underftand. 

Nor  am  1  at  all  offended,  or  do  I  think  it  an  in-  : 
jury  to  the  art,  when  I  fee  the  common  dealers  in 
it,  the  ftndents  in  aftrology*  the  philomath?,  and  the 
reft  of  that  tribe,  treated  by  wife  men  with  the  ut- 
mod  fcorn  and  contempt  ;  but  I  rather  wonder, 
when  I  obferve  gantlemen  in  the  country,  rich  e- 
nough  to  ferve  the  nation  in  parliament,  poring 
into  Pat  ridge's  almanack,  to  find  out  the  events  of 
the  year,  at  home  and  abroad  ;  not  daring  to  pro- 
pofe  a  hunting  match,  till  Gadbury  or  he  have 

fixed  the  weather. 

I  will 
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I  will  allow  either  of  the  two  I  have  mentioned, 
or  any  other  of  the  frateinity,  to  be  not  only  aftro- 
logers,  but  conjurers  too,  if  I  do  not  produce  a 
hundred  inftancts  in  all  their  altnanacks  to  con- 
vince any  reasonable  man,  that  they  do  not  jr> 
much  as  understand  common  grammar  and  lyntax; 
that  they  arc  not  able  to  fpcll  any  word  out  of  the 
ufual  road,  nor  even  in  their  prefaces  to  write 
common  fenfe  or  intelligible  Engiiih.  Then  for 
their  obfervations  and  predictions,  they  are  fucli 
as  will  equally  fuit  any  age  or  country  in  the  world. 
This  month  a  certain  great  perfon  ivill  be  thteattned 
•with  de..th  orjicknefs.  This  the  news  papers  will 
ttll  them  ;  for  there  we  find  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
that  no  month  paffes  without  the  death  of  iome 
perfon  of  note ;  and  it  would  be  hard,  if  it  fhould 
be  otherwise,  when  there  are  at  lealt  two  thouiimd 
pedons  of  note  in  this  kingdom,  many  of  them 
old;  and  the  almanack-maker  has  the  liberty  of 
chufing  the  ficklieffc  feafon  of  the  year,  where  he 
may  fix  his  prediction.  Again,  this  month  an  emi- 
nent clergyman  will  be  preferred;  of  which  there 
may  be  ibme  hundreds,  half  of  them  with  o^e  foot 
in  the  grave.  Then,  fuch  a  planet  in  fuch  a  houfe, 
Jkevjs  great  machinations,  plots  and  con/piracies,  that 
may  in  time  be  brought  to  light :  after  which,  if  we 
hear  of  any  dilcovcry,  the  aftrologer  gets  the  ho- 
1  nour  ;  if  not,  his  prediction  itill  ftands  good.  And 
.  at  la  ft.  God  prefer  ve  King  Wiiliam  frc-m  all  his  open 
\  andfecret  enemies,  Amen.  When,  if  the  King  ftiould 
happen  to  have  died,  the  aftrologer  plainly  fore- 
told it ;  otherwife  it  paiTeih  but  for  the  pious  eja- 
culation of  a  loyal  fubject  ;  though  it  unluckily 
.happened  in  iome  of  their  almanaks,  that  poor 
King  William  was  prayed  for  many  months  after 
he  was  dead,  becaufe  it  fell  out,  that  he  died  about 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 

To  mention  no  more   of  their  impertinent  pre- 
dictions, what  have  we  to  do  with  their  advertife- 

Z,  3  rnents 
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merits  about  pills  and  d>ink  for  the  venereal  difaafe  ? 
or  their  mutual  quarrels  in  vcrfe  and  profe  or  Whig 
and  Tory,  wherewith  the  ftars  have  little  to  do  ? 

Having  long  obfrrved  and  lamented  thefe,  and  a 
hundred  other   abufes  of  this    art,  too  tedious  to 
repeat,  I  refolved   to   proceed  in  a  new  way,  which 
I  doubt  not  will  be  to  the  general  fatisfaction  of 
the  kingdom  :   I  can  this  year  produce  but  a  fpeci- 
men  of  what  1  defign    for  the  future  ;    having   em- 
ployed moft  part  of  my  time   in  adjufting  and  cor- 
recting the  calculations  I  made  fome  years  pa1-!:,  be- 
caufe  I  would  offer  nothing  to  the  world,  of  which 
I  am  not  as  fully  fatisfied,    as  that  I  am  now  alive. 
For  thefe  two  laft  years,  I  have  not  failed  in  above 
one  or  two  particulars,  and  thofe  of  no  very  great 
moment.      I  exactly   foretold    the    mifcarriage  at 
Toulon,   with  all  its    particulars,  and  the    lofs  ol 
Admiral  Shovel  ;  though  I  was  miftaken  as  to   the 
day,  placing   that  accident   about  thirty  fix  houn 
fooner  than  it   happened ;   but   upon  reviewing  mj 
fchemes,  I  quickly    found  the  caufe  of  that  error 
I  likevvife    foretold   the    battle  of  Almanza   to  th< 
•very  day  and    hour,  with  the   lofs  on    both  fides 
and  the  confcquences  thereof.      All   which  I  fhew> 
ed  to  fome  friends   many  months  before  they  hap 
pened,  that  is,  I  gave  them  papers  fealed  up,  t( 
open  at  fuch  a  time,  after  which  they  were  at  li 
berty  to  read  them ;  and  there  they  found  my  pre 
dictions  true  in  every   article,  except  one  or  tw( 
very  minute. 

As  for  the  few  following  predictions  I  now  offei 
the  world,  I  forebore  to  publifh  them,  till  I  ha( 
perufed  the  feveral  almanacks  for  the  year  we  ari 
now  entered  upon.  1  found  them  all  in  the  ufua 
i>rain,  and  1  beg  the  reader  will  compare  thei: 
manner  with  mine  :  and  here  I  make  bold  to  tel 
the  world,  that  I  lay  the  whole  credit  of  my  ar 
upon  the  truth  of  thefe  predictions  ;  and  I  will  b 
content,  that  Partridge,  and  the  reft  of  his  clan 
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may  hoot  me  for  a  cheat  and  importer,  if  I  fail  in 
any  iingte  particular  of  moment.  I  believe,  any 
man-  who  reads  this  paper,  will  look  upon  me  to 
be  at  lead  a  perfon  of  as  much  honefty  and  under- 
ftanding,  as  a  common  maker  of  almanacks.  I  do 
not  lurk  in  the  dark  ;  I  am  not  wholly  unknown 
in  the  world  ;  I  have  fet  my  name  at  length,  to  be 
a  mark  of  infamy  to  mankind,  if  they  ihall  find  I 
deceive  them. 

In  one  point  I  muft:  defire  to  be  forgiven,  that  I 
talk  mere  fparingly  of  home^affaii  s  :  as  it  would  be 
imprudence  to  difcover  fecrets  of  ftate,  fo  it  might 
be  dangerous  to  my  perfon  ;  but  in  fmaller  matters, 
and  fuch  as  are  not  of  public  confequence,  I  fliall 
be  very  free  ;  and  the  truth  of  my  conjectures  will 
as  much  appear  from  thefe  as  the  other.  As  for 
the  moft  fignal  events  abroad,  in  France,  Flanders, 
Italy  and  Spain,  I  (hall  make  no  fcruple  to  predict 
them  in  plain  terms  :  fome  of  them  are  of  impor- 
tance, and  I  hope  I  (hall.feldom  miftake  the  day 
they  will  happen  ;  therefore,  I  think  good  to  in- 
form the  reader,  that  .1  all  along  make  uie  or  the 
eld  fly\e>  obferved  in  England,  which  1  defire  he 
will  compare  with  that  of  the  news-papers,  at  the 
time  they  relate  the  actions  I  mention. 

I  muft  add  one  word  more :  I  know  it  hath  been 
the  opinion  of  feverai  learned  peribns,  who  think 
well  enough  of  the  true  art  of  aftrology,  that  the 
ftars  do  only  incline,  and  not  force  the  actions  or 
wills  of  men :  and  therefore,  however  1  may  pro- 
ceed by  right  rules,  yet  I  cannot  in  prudence  fo 
confidently  allure  the  events  will  follow  exactly  as  I 
predict  them. 

I  hope  1  have  naturally  confidered  this  objection, 
which  in  fome  cafes  is  of  no  little  weight.  For  ex- 
ample :  a  man  may,  by  the  influence  of  an  over- 
ruling planet,  be  difpofed  or  inclined  to  luft,  rjge, 
or  avarice,  and  yet  by  the  force  of  reafon  overcome 
that  evil  influence  j  and  this  was  the  cafe  of  Socra- 
tes 
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tes  *  :  but  the  great  events  of  the  world,  ufually 
depending  upon  numbers  of  men,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pelted  they  ihould  all  unite  to  crofs  their  inclinati-. 
ons,  for  purfuing  a  general  defign,  wherein  they 
unanimouily  agree.  Befides,  the  influence  of  the 
ftars  reaches  to  many  actions  and  events,  which  are 
not  any  way  in  the  power  of  reafon  ;  as  ficknefs, 
death,  and  what  we  commonly  call  accidents,  with 
many  more  needlefs  to  repeat. 

But  now  it  is  time  to  proceed  to  my  predictions, 
which  I  have  begun  to  calculate  from  the  time  that 
the  fun  enters  into  Aries.  And  this  I  take  to  be 
properly  the  beginning  of  the  natural  year.  I  pur- 
fue  them  to  the  time  that  he  enters  Libra,  or  foine- 
what  more,  which  is  the  bufy  period  of  the  year. 
The  remainder  I  have  not  yet  adjofted,  upon  ac- 
count of  ieveral  impediments  needlefs  here  to  men- 
•lion  :  befides,  I  muft  remind  the  reader  again,  that 
this  is  but  a  fpecimen  of  what  I  deiign  in  iucceeding 
years  to  treat  more  at  large,  if  I  may  have  liberty 
and  encouragement. 

My  firft  prediction  is  but  a  trifle  ;  yet  I  will  men- 
tion it,  to  fhew  how  ignorant  thole  iottifli  preten- 
ders to  aftrology  are  in  their  own  concerns :  it  re- 
lates to  Partridge  the  almanack-  maker  ;  I  havecon- 
fulted  the  ftar  of  his  nativity  by  my  own  rulrs,  and 
find  he  will  infallibly  die  upon  the  2pth  of  March 
next,  about  eleven  at  night,  of  a  raging  fever; 
therefore  I  advife  him  to  coniider  of  it,  and  fettle 
his  affairs  in  time. 

The  month  of  April  will  be  obfervable  for  the 
death  of  many  great  perfons.  On  the  4th  will  die 
the  Cardinal  de  Noailles,  Archbifhop  of  Paris :  on 

*  A  ph\fiognomlrt  being  brought  by  Socrates's  fthiilarr,  to  exa- 
rrii:K'  the  features  of  their  mafrer,  proiuun:cJ  him,  according  to  the 
• -.lies  of  art,  pa  (lion  ate,  intemperate,  and  libidinous;  anj  \\hen  he 
\v^s  irpioached  and  derided  by  'liem  for  a  judgement  to  remi'tc  from 
fhc  truth,  iocr/.tes  rcicued  him  irom  their  ii.f.ilt,  by  declaring,  lli2t 
liis  i.atural  (li'p.fiiion  was  fucli  as  h.d  bc:a  d-vi"v.rib.d^  before  it  \vus 
jd  by  the  fludy  of  philofophy, 

the 


THE  YEAR  170$.  273 

the  mh,  the  young  Prince  of  Afturias,  fon  to  the 
Duke  of  Anjou  :  on  the  141)1,  a  great  peer  of  this 
realm  will  die  at  his  country-houfe  :  on  the  i9th, 
an  old  layman  of  great  fame  for  learning  :  and  oil 
the  23d,  an  eminent  goldfmith  in  Lombard-ftreet. 
I  could  mention  others,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
if  I  did  not  confider  fuch  events  of  very  little  ufe  or 
inftruclion  to  the  reader,  or  to  the  world. 

As  to  public  affairs :  on  the  7th  of  this  month 
there  will  be  an  infurrection  in  Dauphiny,  occafi- 
oned  by  the  oppreffion  of  the  people,  which  will  not 
be  quieted  in  fome  months. 

On  the  I5th,  will  be  a  violent  ftorm  on  the 
fouth  eaft  coaft  of  France,  which  will  deftroy  many 
of  their  fhips,  and  fome  in  the  very  harbour. 

The  1 9th  will  be  famous  for  the  revolt  of  a  whole 
province  or  kingdom,  excepting  one  city,  by  which 
the  affairs  of  a  certain  prince  in  the  alliance  will 
take  a  better  face. 

May,  againft  common  conjectures,  will  be  no  ve- 
ry bufy  month  in  Europe,  but  very  fignal  for  the 
death  of  the  Dauphin,  which  will  happen  on  the 
the  yth,  after  a  fhort  fit  of  ficknefs,  and  grievous 
torments  with  the  ftrangury.  He  dies  lefs  lamented 
by  the  court  than  the  kingdom. 

On  th«  gth,  a  marefchal  of  France  will  break  his 
leg  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  difcover  whether  he  will  then  die  or  not 

On  the  jith,  will  begin  a  moft  important  fiege, 
which  the  eyes  or  all  Europe  will  be  upon  :  I  cannot 
be  more  particular  :  for  in  relating  affairs  that  fo 
nearly  concern  the  confederates,  and  confequtntly 
tiiis  kingdom,  I  am  forced  to  confine  myfelt,  for 
feveral  reafons  very  obvious  to  the  reader. 

On  the  i  5th,  news  will  arrive  of  a  very  furprifing 
event,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  unexpected. 

On  the  1 9th,  three  noble  ladies  of  this  kingdom 
will,  againft  all  expectation,  prove  with  child,  to 
the  great  joy  of  their  hufbands. 

On 
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On  the  23d,  a  famous  buffoon  of  the  play-houfe; 
will  die  a  ridiculous  death,  fuitable  to  his  vocation. 

June.  This  month  will  be  diftinguimed  at  home, 
by  the  utter  difperfing  of  thofe  ridiculous  deluded 
enthufiafts,  commonly  called  the  Prophets ;  occafi- 
oned  chiefly  by  feeing  the  time  come,  when  many 
of  their  prophecies  ihould  be  fulfilled,  and  then 
finding  themielves  deceived  by  contrary  events.  It 
is  indeed  to  be  admired,  how  any  deceiver  can  be 
fo  weak  to  foretel  things  near  at  hand,  when  a  very 
few  months  muft  of  neceffity  difc over  the  impofture 
to  all  the  world ;  in  this  point  lefs  prudent  than 
common  almanack  makers,  who  are  fo  wife  to 
wander  in  general?,  and  talk  dubiouily,  and  leave 
to  the  reader  the  bulincfs  of  interpreting. 

On  the  jft  of  this  month,  a  French- general  will 
be  killed  by  a  random  fhot  of  a  cannon-ball. 

On  the  6th,  a  fire  will  break  out  in  the  fuburbs 
of  Paris,  which  will  deftroy  above  a  thoufand 
houfes ;  and  feems  to  be  the  foreboding  of  what 
will  happen,  to  the  furprize  of  all  Europe,  about 
the  end  of  the  following  month. 

On  the  totb,  a  great  battle  will  be  fought,  which 
will  begin  at  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
laft  till  nine  at  night  with  great  obftinacy,  but  no 
very  decifive  event  I  fhali  not  name  the  place,  for 
the  reafons  aforefaid  ;  but  the  commanders  on  cack- 
le ft  wing  will  be  killed 1  fee  bonfires,  and  hear 

the  noife  of  guns  for  a  victory. 

On  the  I4th,  there  will  be  a  falfe  report  of  the 
French  king's  death. 

On  the  aoth,  Cardinal  Portocarero  will  die  of  a 
dyfentery,  with  great  fufpicion  of  poifon  ;  but  the 
report  of  his  intention  to  revolt  to  King  Charles 
will  prove  falfe. 

July.  The  6th  of  this  month,  a  certain  general 
will,  by  a  glorious  action,  recover  the  reputatioa 
he  loft  bv  former  misfortunes. 
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On  the  1 2th,  a  great  commander  will  die  a  pri- 
foner  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

On  the  I4th,  a  fliameful  difcovery  will  be  made, 
of  a  French  Jefuit  giving  poifon  to  a  great  foreign 
general ;  and  when  he  is  put  to  the  torture,  he  will 
make  wonderful  difcoveries. 

In  fhort,  this  will  prove  a  month  of  great  action, 
if  I  might  have  liberty  to  relate  the  particulars. 

At  home,  the  death  of  an  old  famous  fenator 
will  happen,  on  the  1 5th,  at  his  country-houfe, 
worn  with  age  and  difeafes. 

But  that  which  will  make  this  month  memorable 
:to  all  pofterity,  is  the  death  of  the  French  king, 
;Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  after  a  week's  ficknefs  at 
Marli,  which  will  happen  on  the  29th,  about  fix 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  It  feems  to  be  an  efFect  of 
the  gout  in  his  ftomach,  followed  by  a  flux.  And 
in  three  days  after,  Monfieur  Chamillard  will  fol- 
low his  matter,  dying  fuddenly  of  an  apoplexy. 

In  this  month  likewife  an  ambaflador  will  die  in 
London  •,  but  I  cannot  affign  the  day. 

Auguft.  The  affairs  of  France  will  feem  to  fuf- 
ner  no  change  for  a  while  under  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy's adminiftration  ;  but  .the  genius  that  ani- 
mated the  whole  machine  being  gone,  will  be  the 
:aufe  of  mighty  turns  and  revolutions  in  the  follow- 
ng  year.  The  new  king  makes  yet  little  change 
sither  in  the  army  or  the  miniftry ;  but  the  libels 
igainft  his  grandfather,  that  fly  about  his  very 
:ourt,  give  him  uneafinefs. 

I  fee  an  exprefs  in  mighty  hafte,  with  joy  and 
wonder  in  his  looks,  arriving  by  break  of  day  on 
the  26th  of  this  month,  having  travelled  in  three 
days  a  prodigious  journey  by  land  and  fea.  In  the 
evening  I  hear  bells  and  guns,  and  fee  the  blazing 
of  a  thoufand  bonefires. 

A  young  admiral  of  noble  birth  does  likewife  this 
nonih  gain  immortal  honour  by  a  great  atchitve- 
•nent. 

The 
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The  affairs  of  Poland  are  th's  month  entire^ 
fettled:    Auguftus   refigns   his  pretenfions,  which! 
he  had  again  taken  up  for  fome  time  :  Staniflaus  is 
peaceably  poflcfled  of  the  throne >  and  the  king  oj 
Sweden  declares  for  the  Emperor. 

I  cannot  omit  one  particular  accident  here  ai 
home ;  that,  near  the  end  of  this  month,  much 
mifchief  will  be  done  at  Bartholomew  fair,  by  th< 
fall  ot  a  booth. 

September.     This  month  begins, with  a  very  fur- 
prifmg  fit  of  frofty  weather,  which  will  laft  neail 
twelve  days. 

The  Pope  having  long  languifhed  laft  month,  th< 
fwellings  in  his  legs  breaking,  and  the  flefh  morti- 
fying, will  die  on  the  i  ith  inftant  :  and  in  thret 
weeks  time,  after  a  mighty  conteft,  be  fucceedec 
by  a  cardinal  of  the  imperial  faction,  but  a  native  I 
of  Tufcany,  who  is  now  about  fixty-one  years  old  | 

The  French  army  acts  now  wholly  on  the  defen- 
five,  ftrongly  fortified  in  their  trenches  ;  and  th< 
young  French  king  fends  overtures  for  a  treaty  ol| 
peace  by  the  Duke  of  Mantua  ;  which5  becaufe  it  i:| 
matter  of  ftate  that  concerns  us  here  at  home,  3  \ 
fhall  fpeak  no  farther  of. 

I  {hall  add  but  one  prediction  mo^e,  and  that  in 
myftical  terms,  which  (hall  be  included  in  a  verfe 
out  of  Virgil. 

Alter  e  fit  jam  Telhys,  et  alt  era  qute  vebat  Argt, 
-  Delectos  beroas. 

Upon  the  2 5th  of  this  month,  the  fulfilling  of 
this  predi&ion  will  be  manifeft  to  every  body. 

This  is  the  fart  heft  I  have  proceeded  in  my  cal- 
culations for  the  prefent  year.  I  do  not  pretcnJ 
that  thefeare  ail  the  great  events  which  will  happen 
in  this  period,  but  that  thole  I  have  fet  down  will 
infallibly  come  to  pafs.  Ir  will  perhaps  ftill  be  ob- 
jected, why  I  have  not  fpoke  more  particularly  of 
affairs  at  home,  or  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  armies  a- 
broad,  which  I  might,  and  could  very  largely  have 

done ; 
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done  ;  but  thofe  in  power  have  wifely  difcouraged 
men  from  meddling  in  public  concerns,  and  I  was 
refolved  by  no  means  to  give  the  leaft  offence.  This 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  it  will  be  a  glorious  cam- 
paign for  the  allies,  wherein  the  Englidi  forces, 
both  by  lea  and  land,  will  have  their  full  {hare  of 
honour :  that  her  Majefty  Queen  ANNE  will  con- 
tinue in  health  and  profperity;  and  that  no  ill  acci- 
dent will  arrive  to  any  in  the  chief  miniftry. 

As  to  the  particular  events  I  have  mentioned,  the 
readers  may  judge  by  the  fulfilling  of  them,  whe- 
ther I  am  on  the  level  with  common  aftrologers  ; 

i  who,  with  an  old  paukrycant,  and  a  few  pot-hooks 
for  planets,  to  amufe  the  vu!gar,  have,  in  my  opi- 
nion, too  long  been  fuffered  to  abufe  the  world  : 

i  but  an  honeft  phyfician  ought  not  to  be  clefpifed, 
becaufe  there  are  fuch  things  as  mounrebanks.  I 
hope  I  have  Ibme  fhare  of  reputation,  which  I 

:  would  not  willingly  forfeit  for  a  frolic  of  humour : 
and  I  believe  no  gentleman  who  reads  this  paper, 
will  look  upon  it  to  be  of  the  fame  caft  or  mould 
with  the  common  fcribblers  that  are  every  day 

:  hawked  about.  My  fortune  hath  placed  me  above 
the  little  regard  of  writing  for  a  few  pence,  which 

1 1  neither  value  or  want :  therefore  let  not  wife  men 

I  too  haftily  condemn  this  efTay,  intended  for  a  good 

:  defign,  to  cultivate  and  improve  an  ancient  art,  long 
in  difgrace  by  having  fallen  into  mean  unfkilful 
hands.  A  little  time  will  determine,  whether  1  have 

.deceived  others  or  myfelf :  and  I  think  it  is  no  very 
unreafonable  requeff,  that  men  would  pleafe  to  fu- 
fpend  their  judgements  till  then.  I  was  once  of  the 

ijopinion  with  thofe  who  defpife  all  predictions  from 

"the  ftars,  till  in  the  year  i686>  a  man  of  quality 
{hewed  me,  written  in  his  Album  *,  that  the  moil 

*  Album  is  the  name  of  a  paper-bock,  in  which  it  was  ufual  for  a 
man's  fnends  to  \\rite  down  a  lentence  with  their  names,  to  keep 
them  in  his  remembrance,  It  is  full  common  in  fome  of  the  foreign 
univerfitie?. 

VOL.  V.  A  a  learned 
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learned  aftronomer,  Captain  Halley,  aflured  him 
he  would  never  believe  any  thing  of  the  ftar's  infill 
ence,  if  there  was  not  a  great  revolution  in  Englani 
in  the  year  1088  Since  that  time  I  began  to  hav- 
other  thoughts,  and,  after  eighteen  years  diligen 
ftudy  and  application,  I  think  I  have  no  reafon  ii 
repent  of  my  pains.  I  (hall  detain  the  reader  m 
longer,  than  to  let  him  know,  that  the  account 
defign  to  give  of  next  year's  events,  fhall  take  in  th 
principal  affairs  that  happen  in  Europe  ;  and  H  I  b 
denied  the  liberty  of  offering  it  to  my  own  country 
I  (hall  appeal  to  the  learned  world,  by  publifhing  i 
in  Latin,  and  giving  order  to  frave  it  printed  j 
Holland. 


Th 
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The  ACCOMPLISHMENT  of  the  firft  of  Mr. 

BlCKERSTAFF's  PREDICTIONS. 

Being  an  ACCOUNT  of  the  DEATH  of  Mr.  PAR- 
TRIDGE, the  Almanack-maker,  upon  the  2gth 
inftaut  *. 

In  a  letter  to  a  perfon  of  honour. 
Written  in  the  year  1708. 

Mr  LORD, 

IN  obedience  to  your  Lordiliip's   command*,  as 
well  as  to  fatisfy  my  own  curioiky,   I   ha-ve  fur 
fome  days  paft  enquired  conftantly  after  Partridge, 
the  almanack-maker,  of  whom  it  was  foretold  hi 
Mr.   BickerftafF's   predictions,    publifhed  about   a 
month  ago,  that  he  ihould  die  the  291!!  inftant  a- 
bout  eleven  at  night,  of  a  raging  fever.  I  had  fbmc 
fort  of  knowledge  of  him,  when  I  was-  employed  ia 
the  revenue,  becaufe  he  ufed  every  year  to  prefent 
me  with  his   almanack,  as  he  did  other  gentlemen, 
upon  the  fcore  of  fome  little  gratuity  we  gare  him. 
II  law  him  accidentally  once  or  twice  about  ten  days 
before  he  died.,   and  obferved  he  began  very  much 
to  droop  and  languifh;    though  I  hear  his  friends 
•did   not   feem   to   apprehend   him.  in   any   danger, 
;  About  two  or  three  days  ago  he  grew  ill,  was  con- 
j  fined  firft  to  his  chamber,  and  in  a  few  hours  after 
I  to   his   bed.   where  Dr.  Cafe   and   Mrs.  Kii  lews   f 
were  lent  for  to  vifit,  and  prefcribe  to  hitr.     Upon 

*  See  an  elegy  on  the  fuppofed  death  of  Partridge,  in  vol.  vii.  p.  : 
arj'l  the  epitaph,  p.  207. 

•\  T\vo  famou5  cuscka  at  that  time. 

A  a  2  this 
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this  intelligence  I  fent  thrice  every  day  one  feivant 
or  other  to  enquire  after  his  health  ;  andyefterday, 
about   four   in  the   afternoon,  word   was   brought 
me,  that  he  was  paft  hopes  :  upon  which  I  prevail- 
ed  with  myfelf  to  go  and  fee  him,  partly  out  of 
commiferation,  and,  I  confefs,  partly  cut  of  curi- 
ofuy.     He  knew  me  very  well,  feemed  furprifed  at 
my  condefcenfion,  and  made  me  compliments  upoa 
it,  as  well  as  he  could  in  the  condition  he  was.  The 
people  about  him  faid,  he  had  been  for  fome  time 
delirious;  but  when  I  faw  him,  he  had  his  under- 
standing as  well  as  ever  I  knew,  and   fpoke   ftrong 
and  hearty,  without  any  feeming  uneafinefs  or  con-  ,| 
jiraint.     After  I  had  told  him  how  forry  I  was   to 
fee  him  in  thofe  melancholy  circumftances,  and  faid 
jfome  other  civilities,  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  I  de- 
iired  him  to  tell  me  freely  and  ingenuoufly,  whether 
the  predictions  Mr.  Bickerftaff  had  publifhed  rela- 
ting to  his  death,  had  not  too  much  affected  and 
worked  on  his  imagination.     He  confelTed,  he  had 
often  had  it  in  his  head,  but  never  with  much  ap- 
prehenfion,    till  about    a    fortnight  before;    iince 
\vhich  time  it  had  the  perpetual  poffeffion  of  his 
mind  and  thoughts,   and  h€  did  verily  believe  was 
the  true  natural  caufe  of  his  prefent  diftemper  :  for, 
faid  he,  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded,  and  I  think  I  j 
have  veiygood  reafons,  that  Mr.  Bickerftaff  fpoke 
altogether  by  guefs,  and  knew  no  more  what  will 
happen  this  year,  than  I  did  myfelf.    I  told  him  his 
diicourfe   furprifed  me;  and  I  wou'd  be  glad,  he 
\vere  in  a  ftate  of  health  to  be  able  to  tell  me,  what 
reafon  he  had  to  be  convinced  of  Mr.  Bickei  ftaff's 
ignorance.     He  replied,  "  I  am  a  poor  ignorant 
fellow,  bred  to  a  mean  trade;  yet  I  have  fenfe  e- 
nough  to  know,  that  all  pretences  of  foretelling  by 
aftrology  are   deceits,  for  this  manifeft  reafon,  be- 
cauie  the  wife  and  the  learned,  who  can  only  judge 
whether  there  be  any  truth  in  this  fcience,^do  all 
unanimoufly  agree  to  laugh  at  and  defpife  it,  and 

none 
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D'one  but  the  poor  ignorant  vulgar  give  it  any  cre- 
dit,   and   that  only   upon    the    word  of  fuch   filly 
wretches  as  I  and  my  fellows,  who  can  hardly  write 
or  read."  I  then  afked  him,  why  he  had  not  calculated 
his  own  nativity,  to  fee  whether  it  agreed  with  Bic- 
i  kerftaff  's  prediction  ?   at  which  he  fhook  his  head, 
I; and  faid,   "  Oh  !  Sir,  this  is  no  time  for  jeiVmg,  but 
Lfor  repenting  thofe  tooleries,  as  I  do  now  from  the 
•  very  bottom  of  my  heart."  "  By  what  I  can  gather 
I  from  you,"  faid  I,   "  the  obfervations  and  predic- 
Itrons  you  printed  with  your  almanacks,   were  mere 
[•impofitions  on   the  people."     He  replied,    "  If  ic 
i  were  otherwife,  I  mould  have  the  lefs  to  anfwer  for. 
I  We  have  a  common  form  for  all  thofe  things :  as  to 

^j      y 

lore  telling  the  weather,  we  never  meddls  with  thar, 
but  leave  it  to  the  printer,  who  takes  it  out  of  any- 
old  almanack  as  he  thinks  fit ;  the  reft  was  my  own 
•invention  to  make  my  almanack  fell,  having  a  wife" 
•to  maintains  and  no  other  way  to  get  my  bread  ;  for 
Imending  old  fhoes  is  a  poor  livelihood  ;  and  (added 
;he,  ilghing,)  I  wifh  I  may  not  have  done  more  mii- 
>  chief  by  my  phyfic  than  my  aftrology  ;  though  I  had 
fome  good  receipts  from  my  grandmother,  and  my 
lown  compofitions  were  fuch,  as  I  thought  could  ac 
leaft  do  no  hurt." 

I  had  fome  other  difcourfe  with  him,  which  now 
1  cannot  call  to  mind  ;  and  I  fear  I  have  already 
wired  your  Lordfhip.  I  (hall  only  add  one  circua*- 
Iftance,  that  on  his  death-bed  he  declared  hirnfeif  a. 
.non-conformift,  and  had  a  fanatic  preacher  to  be 
his  fpiritual  guide.  After  half  an  hour's  conver- 
fation  I  took  my  leave,  being  almoit  ftifled  by  the 
clofenefs  of  the  room  1  imagined  he  could  noc 
hold  out  long,  and  therefore  withdrew  to  a  little; 
coffeehoufe  hard  by,  leaving  a  fervant  at  the  houil* 
with  orders  .to  come  immediately  and  tell  me,  as 
near  as  he  could,  the  minute  when  Partridge  ihould 
expire,  which  was  not  above  two  hours  after;  when 
looking  upon  my  watch,  I  found  it  to  bs  above  five 

A  a  3  minutes 
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minutes  after  fcven  ;  by  which  it  is  clear,  that  Mr. 
Bickerftaff  was  miftaken  almoft  four  hours  in  his 
calculation.  In  the  other  circumftances  he  was 
exact  enough.  But  whether  he  hath  not  been  the 
caufe  of  this  poor  man's  death,  as  well  as  the  pre- 
dictor, may  be  very  reafonably  difputed.  However, 
it  muft  be  confefTed,  the  matter  is  odd  enough, 
whether  we  fhould  endeavour  to  account  for  it  by 
chance,  or  the  effect  of  imagination  :  for  my  own 
part,  though  I  believe  no  man  hath  lefs  faith  in 
thefe  matters,  yet  I  fhall  wait  with  fome  impatience, 
and  not  without  fome  expectation,  the  fulfilling  oi 
Mr.  Bickerft.iff's  fecond  prediction,  that  the  Car- 
dinal de  Noailles  is  to  die  upon  the  4th  of  April, 
and  if  that  fhould  be  verified  as  exactly  as  this  oi 
poor  Partridge,  I  muft  own  I  fhould  be  wholly 
lurprifed,  and  at  a  lofs,  and  fhould  infallibly  ex- 
pect the  accomplifiiment  of  all  the  reft. 


'Squire 
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'Squire  BICKERSTAFF  detected  •, 

O   R, 

The  ASTROLOGICAL  IMPOSTURE  convicted  *. 
I 

By  John  Partridge,  Student  in  Phyfic  and  Aftrology. 

TT  is  hard,  my  dear  countrymen  of  thefe  united 
•*•  nations,  it  is  very  hard,  that  a  Briton  born,  a 
Proteftant  aftrologer,  a  man  of  Revolution  princi- 
ples, an  aflerter  of  the  liberty  and  property  of  the 
people,  fhould  cry  out  in  vain  for  juftice  againft  a 
Frenchman,  a  Papilr,  and  an  illiterate  pretender 
to  fcience,  that  would  blaft  my  reputation,  moft  in- 
humanly bury  me  alive,  and  defraud  my  native 
country  of  thofe  fervices,  whictu  in  my  double  ca- 
pacity, I  daily  offer  the  public. 

What  great  provocations  I  have  received,  let  the 
impartial  reader  judge,  and  how  un  willingly,  even 
in  my  own  defence,  I  now  enter  the  lilts  againft 
falfehood,  ignorance  and  envy  :  but  I  am  exafper- 
ated,  at  length,  to  drag  out  this  C.icus  f  from  the 
den  of  obfcurity  where  he  lurk  ,  detect  him  by  the 
light  of  thofe  ftars  he  has  fo  imprudently  traduced, 
and  fhew  there  is  not  a  monfter  in  the  Ikies  fo  per- 
nicious and  malevolent  to  mankind,  as  an  ignorant 
pretender  to  phyfic  and  aftrology.  I  (hall  not  di- 
rectly fall  on  the  many  grofs  errors,  nor  expofe  the 

*  This  piece  being  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  and  very  rare,  we  have 
thought  fit  to  add  it,  though  not  written  by  the  fime  hand. 

—  N.  B.  In  the  Dublin  edi  ion  it  is  faid  to  be  written  by  the 
late  Ncholas  Rowe,  F.fq  ;  which  is  a  miftake:  for  the  Rev.  Dr.  Yal- 
den,  preacher  of  Bridewell,  Mr.  Partridge's  nearceighbour,  drew  it  up 
for  him. 

\  A  thief  feized  in  a  cavern  by  Hercules, 

notorious 
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notorious  absurdities  of  this  proftituted  libeller,  tUl 
I  have  let  the  learned  world  fairly  into  the  contro- 
verfy  depending,  and  then  leive  the  unprejudiced 
to  judge  of  the  merits  and  juftice  of  my  cauis. 

'It  was  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  year  1707, 

when  an  impudent  pamphlet  crept  into  the  world, 

intitled,  Prediflfans,  &c.   by  Ifaac  BickerftafF,  Efy\ 

-  —  —  amongft    the    many    arrogant    aUdrtions    laid 

down    by   that   lying   Ipirit  of  divination,  he   was 

pieafed  to  pitch  on  the    Cardinal   ck   Noailles  and 

myfclf,  among  many  other  eminent  and  iiluftrious 

perfons,   that   were    to   die   within  the  compafs  of 

the  enfuing  year  ;  and  peremptorily  fixes  the  month, 

day,    and  hour  of  our   deaths  :     this,   1    think,   is 

fporting  with  great  men,  and    public  ipirits,   to  the 

icandal  of  religion,  and   reproach  of  power  ;   and 

if  fovereign  princes  and  aftrologers   muft   make  di- 

verfion  for  the  vulgar  --  why  then,  farewel,  fay  I, 

to  all  governments,  ecclefiaftical  and   civil.     But,  I 

thank  my  better  ftars,  I  am  alive  to  confront  this 

falfe  and  audacious   predictor,  and  to   make   him 

rue  the  hour  he    ever   affronted  a  man  of  fcience 

and  refentment.     The    Cardinal    may   take    what 

meafures  he  pleafes  with  him;  as  his  excellency  is' 

a  foreigner,  and  a  papift,  he  has  no  realon   to  rely 

on  me  for  his  juftification  ;  I  (hall  only   -a  flu  re  the 

world  he  is  alive  -  but  as  he  was   bred  ro  letters, 

and  is  mafter  of  a  pen,  let   him  ufe  it   in  his  own 

defence.     In  the  mean  time  I  fliall  prefent  the  pub- 

lic   with   a  faithful    narrative    of   the   ungenerous 

treatment  and  hard  ufage  I  have  received  from  the 

virulent  papers  and  malicious  practices  of  this  pre- 

tended aflrologer. 

A  true  and  impartial  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
ISAAC  BICKER  STAI-F,  Efq;  againit  me. 


*nf^HE  29th  of  March,  Anno  Dom.    1708,  being 
Jt.     the  night  this  fliam  -prophet  had    ib   impru- 

dently 
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dently  fixed  for  my  lair,  which  made  little  impref- 
fion  on  myfelf,  but  I  cannot  anfwer  for  my  whole 
family ;  for  my  wife,  with  a  concern  more  than 
ufual,  prevailed  on  oie  to  take  fomewhat  to  fweat 
for  a  cold  ;  and,  between  the  hours  of  eight  and 
nine,  to  go  to  bed  :  the  maid,  as  fhe  was  warming 
my  bed,  with  a  curiofity  natural  to  young  wenches, 
runs  to  the  window,  and  afks  of  one  paffing  the 
ftreet,  who  the  bell  tolled  for  ?  Dr.  Partridge,  fays 
he,  the  famous  almanack  maker,  who  died  ludden- 
ly  this  evening  :  the  poor  girl  provoked,  told  him, 
he  lyed  like  a  rafcal  ;  the  other  very  fedately  re- 
plied, the  fexton  had  fo  informed  him,  and,  if 
falfe,  he  was  to  blame  for  impofing  upon  a  ftran- 
ger.  She  aiked  a  fecond,  and  a  third,  as  they  paf- 
fed,  and  every  one  was  in  the  fame  tone.  Now, 
I  do  not  i<\y  thefe  are  accomplices  to  a  certain  af- 
trological 'fquire,  and  that  one  Bickerftaff  might 
be  fauntering  thereabouts:  because  I  will  aiTert  no- 
thing here  but  what  I  dare  atteft  for  plain  matter 
of  fact.  My  wife  at  this  fell  into  a  violent  difor- 
cier  ;  and  I  muft  own  1  was  a  little  difcompofed  at 
the  oddnefs  of  the  accident.  In  the  mean  time  one 
knocks  at  my  door  ;  Buty  runs  down,  and  open- 
ing, finds  a  ibber  grave  perfon,  who  modeftly  en- 
quires, if  this  was  Dr.  Partridge's  ?  fhe  taking  him 
for  fome  cautious  city-patient,  that  came  at  that 
time  for  privacy,  fhews  him  into  the  dining-room. 
As  foon  as  I  could  compofe  myfelf,  I  went  to  him, 
and  was  furprized  to  find  my  gentleman  mounted 
on  a  table  with  a  two  foot  rule  in  his  hand,  mea- 
furing  my  walls,  and  taking  the  dimenfions  of  the 
room.  Pray  Sir,  fays  I,  not  to  interrupt  you, 
have  you  any  bufinefs  with  me  ?  only,  Sir,  replies 
he,  cider  the  girl  to  bring  me  a  better  light,  for 
this  is  but  a  very  dim  one.  Sir,  fays  I,  my  name 
is  Partridge  :  oh  !  the  doctor's  brother,  belike, 
cries  he  ;  the  ftair  cafe,  I  believe,  and  thefe  two 
apartments  hung  in  clole  mourning,  will  be  fuiii- 

cient. 
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cient,  and  only  a  ftrip  of  bays  round  the  other 
ooms.  The  doctor  mult  needs,  die  rich,  he  had  j 
great  dealings  in  his  way  for  many  years  ;  if  he 
had  no  family  coat,  you  had  as  good  ufe  the  efcut- 
cheons  of  the  company  ;  they  are  as  ihowifli,  and 
will  look  as  magnificent  as  if  he  was  defcended 
from  the  blood  royal.  With  that  I  afiumed  a  great- 
er air  of  authority,  and  demanded  who  employed 
him;  or  how  he  came  there  ?  Why,  I  was  fent, 
Sir,  by  the  company  of  undertakers,  fays  he,  and 
they  were  employed  by  the  honeft  gentleman  who 
is  executor  to  the  good  doctor  departed ;  and  our 
rafcally  porter,  I  believe  is  fallen  faft  afleep  with 
the  black  cloath  and  fconces,  or  he  had  been  here, 
and  we  might  have  been  tacking  up  by  this  time* 
Sir,  fays  I,  pray  be  advifed  by  a  friend,  and  make 
the  beft  of  your  fpeed  out  of  my  doors  ;  for  I  bear 
my  wife's  voice  (which,  by  the  bye,  is  pretty  diftin- 
guhjiahle),  and  in  that  corner  of  the  room  (lands 
a  good  cudgel,  which  fomebody  has  felt  before 
nowj  if  that  light  in  her  hands,  and  fhe  know  the 
the  bufmefs  you  ccme  about,  without  conlulting 
the  ftars,  I  can  allure  you  it  will  be  employed  ve- 
ry much  to  the  detriment  of  your  perfon.  Sir,  cries 
he,  bowing  with  great  civility,  I  perceive  extreme 
grief  for  the  lofs  of  the  doctor  disorders  you  a  lit- 
tle at  prefent,  but  early  in  the  morning  I  will  wait 
on  you  with  all  neceflary  materials.  Now  I  men- 
tion no- .Mr,  Bickerftaff;  nor  do  I  fay,  that  a  cer- 
tain ftar-gazing  '{quire  has  been  playing  my  execu- 
tor btfore  his  time  ;  but  I  leave  the  world  to  judge; 
and  he  that  purs  things  and  things  fairly  together, 
will  not  be  much  wide  of  the  mark. 

Well,  once  more  I  got  my  doors  clofed,  and 
prepared  for  bed,  in  hopes  of  a  little  repofe  after 
ib  many  ruffling  adventures;  juft  as  1  was  putting 
out  my  light  in  ordtrr  to  it,  another  bounces  as 
hard  as  he  can  knock  ;  I  open  the  window,  and  afk 
who  is  there,  and  what  he  wants;  I -am  Ned  the 
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-Sexton,  replies  he,  and  come  to  know  whether  the 
doctor  left  any  orders  for  a  funeral  fermon,  and 
where  he  is  to  be  laid,  and  whether  his  grave  is  to 
be  plain  or  bricked  ?  Why,  firrah,  fays  1,  you 
know  me  well  enough;  and  you  know  I  am  not 
dead,  and  how  dare  you  affront  me  after  this  man- 

.ner?  Alack- a-day,  Sir,  replies  the  fellow,  why  it 
is  in  print,  and  the  whole  town  knows  you  are 
dead  ;  why,  there  is  Mr.  White  the  joiner  is  but 
fitting  fcrews  to  your  coffin  ;  he  will  be  here  with 
it  in  an  inftant ;  he  v/as  afraid  you  would  have 
wanted  it  before  this  time.  Sirrah,  firrah,  fays  I, 
you  fhall  know  to  morrow,  to  your  coft,  that  I 

.  am  alive,  and  alive  like  to  be.     Why,  it  is  ftrange, 

;Sir,  fays  he,  you  ihould  make  fuch  a  fecret  of 
your  death  to  us  that  are  your  neighbours  ;  it  looks 
as  if  you  had  a  defign  to  defraud  the  church  of  its 
dues ;  and  let  me  tell  you,  for  one  that  has  lived 
ib  long  by  the  heavens,  that  is  unhandfomely  done* 
Hift,  hift,  fays  another  rogue  that  ftood  by  him  ; 
.away,  doclor,  into  your  flannel  gear  as  faft  as  you 
can,  for  here  is  a  whole  pack  ot  difmals  coming 
to  you  with  their  black  equipage,  and  how  inde- 
cent will  it  look  for  you  to  ftand  frightening  folks 
at  your  window,  when  you  fliould  have  been  in 
your  coffin  this  three  hours  ?  in  fhort,  what  with 
undertakers,  embalmers,  joiners,  fextons,  and  your 
damned  elegy-hawkers,  upon  a  late  practitioner  in 

.phyiic  and  aftrology,  I  got  not  one  wink  of  ileep 
that  night,  nor  fcarce  a  moment's  reft  ever  fince. 
Now  i  doubt  not,  but  this  villainous  Tquire  has 
the  impudence  to  aflert,  that  thefe  are  entirely 
flrangers  to  him  ;  he,  good  man,  knows  nothing 
of  the  matter,  and  honeft  Ifaac  BickerftafF,  I  war- 
rant you,  is  more  a  man  of  honour,  than  to  be  an 
accomplice  with  a  pack  of  rafcals,  that  walk  the 
ftreets  on  nights,  and  difturb  good  people  in  their 
beds  ;  but  he  is  out,  if  he  thinks  the  whole  world 
is  blind  ;  for  there  is  one  John  Partridge  can  fmell 
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a  knave  as  far  as  Grubftreet, — although  he  lies  in 
the  moft  exalted  garret,  and  writes  hirnielf  .'fquire  r 
— but  I  will  keep  my  temper,  and  proceed  in  the 
narration. 

I  could  not  ftir  out  of  doors  for  the  fpace  of 
three  months  after  this,  but  prefently  one  comes 
up  to  me  in  the  ftreet?  Mr.  Partridge,  that  coffin 
you  was  laft  buried  in,  I  have  not  yet  been  paid 
for  :  doclor,  cries  another  dog,  how  do  you  think 
people  can  live  by  making  of  graves  for  nothing  ? 
next  time  you  die,  you  may  even  toll  out  the  bell 
yourfelf  for  Ned.  A  third  rogue  tips  me  by  the  el- 
bow, and  wonders  how  1  have  the  confcience  to  fneak 
abroad  without  paying  my  funeral  expences.  Lord 
fays  one,  I  durft  have  fwore  that  was  honeft  Dr. 
Partridge,  my  old  friend :  but  poor  man,  he  is 
gone.  I  beg  your  pardon,  fays  another,  you  look 
fo  like  my  old  acquaintance,  that  I  ufed  to  confult 
on  fome  private  occafions  ;  but,  alack,  he  is  gone 

the  way  of  all  flefh. Look,  look,  look,  cries  a 

third,  after  a  competent  fpace  of  ftaring  at  me, 
would  not  one  think  our  neighbour  the  almanack- 
maker  was  crept  out  of  his  grave  to  take  the  other 
peep  at  the  ftars  in  this  world,  and  fhew  bow  much 
he  is  improved  in  fortune  telling,  by  having  taken 
a  journey  to  the  other  ? 

Nay,  the  very  reader  of  our  parifh,  a  good  fo- 
ber,  difcreet  perfon,  has  fent  two  or  three  times 
for  me  to  come  and  be  buried  decently,  or  fend 
him  fufficient  reafons  to  the  contrary ;  or,  if  I  have 
been  interred  in  any  oilier  parifh,  to  produce  my 
certificate,  as  the  ac~l  *  requires.  My  poor  wife 
is  almoft  run  diftracled  with  being  called  widow 
Partridge,  when  fhe  knows  it  is  falie  ;  and  once  a 
term  fhe  is  cited  into  the  court,  to  take  out  letters 

*  The  flatute  of  30.  Car.  IT.  for  burying  in  woollen,  requires, 
thrt  oath  (h:\\)  be  made  of  the:  compliance  with  this  aft,  and  a  certi- 
ficate thereof  lodged  \\ith  the  mimfter  of  the  pariih,  uichin  eight 
days  after inteunent. 
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of  adminiftration.  But  the  greateft  grievance  is,  .1 
paultry  quack,  that  takes  up  my  calling  juft  under 
rpy  noic,  and  in  his  printed  directions,  with  A7".  B. 
fays,  he  lives  in  the  houfe  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr. 
Partridge,  and  eminenc  practitioner  in  leather, 
phyiic,  and  ailrology. 

But  to  ihc  .  how  far  the  wicked  fpirit  of  envy, 
malice,  and  refentment,  can  hurry  foiijc  men,  my 
pamelefs  old  ptrfcai  n-  had  provided  me  a  monu- 
ment at  th-,j  ilone  cutter's,  and  would  have  ere&ecl 
it  in  the  pu'ilh-church  ;  and  this  piece  of  notorious 
and  expeniive  villainy  had  actually  lucceeded,  if  I 
had  not  ufed  my  utmoil  intereft  with  the  veftry, 
where  it  A-as  carried  at  laft  but  by  two  voices,  that 
I  am  alive  That  ftratagem  failing,  out  comes  a 
long  fable  elegy,  bedecked  with  hour-glaflcs,  mat- 
tocks, .(culls,  fpades,  and  fkdetons,  with  an  epi- 
taph "as  confidently  written  to  abufe  me,  and  my 
prof^ffton,  as  if  I  had  been  under  ground  theie 
twenty  years. 

And,  after  fuch  barbarous  treatment  as  this,  can 
the  world  blame  me,  when  I  afk,  what  is  become 
of  the  freedom  of  an  Lnglifhman  ?  and  where  is 
the  liberty  and  property,  that  my  old  glorious  friend 
came  over  to  alTirt  ?-  we  have  drove  Popery  out  of 
the  nation,  and  fent  flivery  to  foreign  climes. 
The  arts  only  remain  in  bondage,  wh<  n  a  man  of 
fcience  and  characler  (hall  be  openly  irifulted  in  the 
midit  of  the  mary  ufeful  lei  vices  he  is  daily  pay- 
ing the  public.  Was  it  ever  heard,  evea  in  Tur- 
key or  Algiers,  that  a  fhue  aftrologer  was  bantered 
out  of  his  life  by  an  ignorant  impoilor,  or  bawled 
cut  of  the  world  by  a  p^ck  of  villainous,  deep- 
mouthed  hawkers  ?  though  I  print  almanacks,  and 
publiOi  advertifements  ;  though  I  produce  certifi- 
cates und-n*  the  minillers  and  church  wardens  hands 
I  am  alive,  and  atteft  the  fame  on  oath  at  quarter- 
feflions,  out  comes  a  full  and  trus  relation  of  the 
death  and  interment  of  John  Partridge ;  truth  is 
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vbore  down,  atteftations  neglected,  the  te/timony  of 
fober  pet  Tons  dsfpifed,  and  a  m:ui  is  looked  upon 
t>y  his  neighbours  as  if  he  had  been  (even  years 
dead,  and  s  buried  alive  in  the  mid  ft  of  his  friends 
an d  acq  iicti n tanc e. 

Now,  can  any  man  of  common  ftnfe  think  it 
confiftent  vith  the  honour  of  my  profeffion,  and 
not  nmch  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  philofopher,  to 
fta;)d  bawling  before  his  own  door  ?—  alive  !  alive 
ho  !  the  famous  Dr  Partridge  !  no  counterfeit, 
but  all  alive  !-.-  as  if  I  had  the  twelve  celeftial  rnon- 
fttrs  ut  the  zoadic  to  fhew  within,  or  was  forced 
for  a  'ivelihood  to  turn  retailer  to  May  and  Bar- 
tholomew fairs.  Therefore,  if  her  Majefty  would 
but  graciously  be  pleafed  to  think  a  hardfhip  of 
this  nature  worthy  her  royal  confideration,  and  the 
next  parliament,  in  their  great  wifdom,  call  but 
an  eye  towards  the  deplorable  cafe  of  their  old 
philomath^  that  aunually  beftows  his  poetical  good 
\viihes  on  them,  I  am  Jure  there  is  one  Ifhac  Bic- 
kerilafF;  Efq;  would  foon  be  trufied  up  for  his 
bloody  predictions,  and  putting  good  fubjects  in 
terror  of  their  lives  :  and  that  henceforward  to 
murder  a  man  by  way  of  prophecy,  and  bury  him 
in  a  printed  letter,  either  to  a  Lord  or  a  Common- 
er, (hall  as  legally  entitle  him  to  the  prefent  pof- 
ieffion  of  Tyburn,  as  if  he  robbed  on  the  highway, 
or  cut  your  throat  in  bed. 

I  (hall  demonstrate  to  the  judicious,  that  France 
and  Rome  are  at  the  bottom  of  this  horrid  conlpi- 
rr-.ry  againft  me;  and  that  Culprit  a  to  re  Hi  id  is  a 
Popiili  emiiTary,  has  paid  his  vilits  to  S.  Germains, 
and  is  now  in  the  meafures.of  Lewis  XIV:  That 
in  attempting  my  reputation,  there  is  a  general 
iui:fliicre  of  learning  dtfigned  in  thcfe  realms  ;  and 
through  n.y  (ides  there  is  a  wound  given  to  all  the 
Pro  tenant  almanack-makers  in  the  univerfe. 

Vivat  Regina. 
A 
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A  Vindication  of  ISAAC  BICKER  STAFF,  Efq; 
ajrainlt  \vh,it  is  objected  to  him  by  Mr. 
PARTRIDGE,  in  his  almanack  for  the  pre- 
fcnt  year  17 


By  the  faid  ISAAC  BICKERSTAFF,  Efq; 
Written  in  the  year  1709. 

MR.  Partridge  hath  been  lately  pleafed  to  treat 
me  after  a  very  rough  manner,  in  that  which 
is  called,  his  almanack  for  the  prefent  year  :  inch. 
ufage  is  very  undecent  from  one  gentleman  to  ano- 
ther, and  doth  not  at  all  contribute  to  the  difcove- 
ry  of  truth,  which  ought  to  be  the  great  end  in  all 
difputes  of  the  learned.  To  call  a  man  fool  and 
villain,  and  impudent  fellow,  only  for  differing  from 
him  in  a  point  merely  fpeculative,  is,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  a  very  improper  ftyle  for  a  per/on  of  his 
education.  I  appeal  10  the  learned  world,  whether 
in  my  hit  year's  predictions  I  gave  him  the  leaft  pro- 
vocation for  fuch  unworthy  treatment.  Philofo- 
phers  have  differed  in  all  ages  ;  but  the  difcreeteft 
among  them  have  always  differed  as  became  philo- 
fophers.  Scurrility  and  paffion,  in  a  comroverfy 
among  fcholars,  is  juft  fo  much  of  nothing  to  the 
purpoie,  and,  at  belt,  a  tacit  confcffion  of  a  weak 
caufe  :  my  concern  is  not  fo  much  for  my  own  re- 
putation, as  that  of  the  republic  of  letters,  which 
Mr.  Partridge  hath  endeavoured  to  wound  through 
my  fides.  If  men  of  public  fpirit  muft  be  fuperci- 
liouily  treated  for  their  ingenious  attempts,  how 
will  true  ufeful  knowledge  be  ever  advanced  ?  I  wifh 
Mr.  Partridge  knew  the  thoughts  which  foreign 
universities  have  conceived  of  his  ungenerous  pro- 
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ceedings  with  me ;  but  I  am  too  tender  of  his  re- 
putation to  publifh  them  to  the  world.  That  fpirit 
of  envy  and  pride,  which  blafts  fo  many  rifing  ge- 
niufes  in  our  nation,  is  yet  unknown  among  pro- 
feflbrs  abroad  :  the  nectffity  of  juftifying  myfeH 
will  excufe  my  vanity,  when  I  tell  the  reader,  that; 
J  have  near  a  hundred  honorary  letters  from  feveral 
parts  of  Europe,  (fome  as  far  as  Mufcovy,)  in  praifel 
of  my  performance;  befides  feveral  others,  which, 
as  I  have  been  credibly  informed,  were  opened  at 
the  poft-office,  and  never  fent  me.  It  is  true,  the 
inquiririon  in  Portugal  was  pleafed  to  burn  my 
predictions,  and  condemn  the  author  and  readers 
of  them ;  but  !  hope  at  the  fame  time,  it  will  be 
confitfcred,  in  how  drplorable  a  ftate  learning  lies 
at"  prefenr  in  that  kingdom:  and,  with  the  pro- 
foundeft  veneration  for  crowned  head,  I  will  pre- 
fume  to  add,  that  it  a  little  concerned  his  Majefty 
of  Portugal  to  interpofe  his  authority  in  behalf  of 
a  fcholar  and  a  gentleman,  the  fubject  of  a  nation 
with  which  he  is  now  in  fo  ftrict  an  alliance.  But 
the  other  kingdoms  and  ftates  of  Europe  have  treat- 
ed me  with  more  candour  and  generofity.  It-  I  had 
leave  to  print  the  Latin  letters  tranfmirted  to  me 
from  foreign  parts,  they  would  fill  a  volume,  and 
be  a  full  defence  againft  all  that  Mr.  Partridge,  or 
his  accomplices  of  the  Portugal  inquifition,  will  be 
ever  able  to  object;  who,  by  the  way,  are  the  only 
enemies  my  predictions  have  ever  met  with  at  home 
or  abroad.  But  1  hope  I  know  better,  what  is  due  to 
the  honour  of  a  learned  correfpondence  in  fo  tender 
n.  point.  Yet  fome  of  thofe  illuftrious  perfons  will 
perhaps  excufe  me  for  tranfcribing  a  paffage  or  two 
in  my  vindication  f .  The  moft  learned  Monfieur 

*  This  is  f?.€t,  as  the  author  was  allured  by  Sir  Paul  Methuenr 
then  ambafTador  to  that  crown. 

•f-  The  quotations  here  inlerted,  are  in  imitation  of  Dr.  Bentley, 
in  fume  part  of  thn  famous  controverfy  between  h.m  and  Mr.  Boyle, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Orrery. 
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Leibnitz  thus  addrefles  to  me  his  third  letter  :    Illu- 
fti-jjjlmo  Bickerjliiffio  ajlrologics  injlauraiori,  &c.   Mon- 
iieur  It  Clerk,   quoting  my  predictions  in  a  treatifb 
he  publifhed  laft  year,  is   piea/ed  to  fay,   it  a  nuper- 
rime  Bickerthiffius,  magnum  iilud  dngliajidus.  Ano- 
ther   great    proftfTor,    wining    of   me,     has    thefe 
words  :     BickerjlajfiiiSy    nobilis    Anglus,    cjlro'ogorwn 
hujufce  feculi  facile  princeps.    Signior  W'lggli.beccbi, 
the    Great   Duke's   famous   library- keeper,    Ipends 
almoft  his  whole  letter  in  compliments  and  praifes.' 
It  is  true,   the  renowned  pioftffor  of  aftronomy  at 
Utrecht,   i'eems   to  differ  from  me  in   one    article  ; 
but  it   is  after  the  modeft    manner  that   becomes  a 
philoforiher ;   as,  pace  tanti  viri  dixerim :  and  page 
55,  he  feems  to  lay  the  error  upon  the  printer,  (as 
'  indeed  it  ought,)  and  fays,   vel fcrfan  error  typogra- 
phi)  cum  (ilioquin  Bickerftaffim  vir  dofti/Jlmus,   Sec. 

If  Mr.  Partridge  had  followed  theie  examples  in 
|  the  controverfy  between  us,  he   might  have  Ipared 
me  the  trouble  of  justifying  myfelf  in   fo  public   a 
manner.  I  believe  no  man  is  readier  to  own  his  er- 
rors  than   1,   or  more  thankful   to  thofe  who  will, 
pleafe  to  inform   him  of  them.      But  it  feems  this 
:  gentleman,   infread  of  encouraging   the  progrefs  of 
his  own  art,  is  plealed  to  look  uoon  all  attempts  of 
that  kind  as  an  invaiion  of  nis  province       He  hath 
been  indeed  fo  wife  to  m«ke  no   obj-clion  ag^inft 
[the   truth  of  my  predictions,   except  in   one  tingle 
•.point  relating  tc  lumfclf :    and  to  demonftrate  how 
much  men  are  blinded  by  their  own  paniality,  I  do 
folemnly  aflure  the  reader,  that  he  is  the  only  per- 
fon  from  whom  I  ever  heard  that  obje£Hon  orfered  ; 
which   confideration   alone,  i   think,  will  iase  off 
'ail  its  weight. 

With  my  utinoft  endeavours  I  have  not  been 
ab: :  so  trace  above  two  objections  ever  made 
againil  the  truth  of  my  laft  year's  prophecies  :  the 
firir  was  of  a  Frenchman,  who  was  pleafed  o  pu- 
blifh  to  the  world,  that  <;  the  Cardinal  de  Noailles 

B  b  3  was 
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was  ftill  alive,  notwithstanding  the  pretended  pro- 
phecy of  monfieur  BiquerftafFe  :"  but  how  far  a 
Frenchman,  aPapift,  and  an  enemy,  is  to  be  believed 
in  his  own  caufe  againft  an  Englifh  Proteftant,  who 
is  true  to  the  government,  I  fhall  leave  to  the  can- 
did and  imoartial  reader. 

I 

The  other  objection  is  the  unhappy  occafion  of 
this  diicourfe,  and  relates  to  an  article  in  my  pre- 
dictions, which  foretold  the  death  of  Mr.  Partridge 
to  happen  on  March  29,  1708.  That  he  is  pleafed 
to  contradict  abfolutely  in  the  almanack  he  hath 
publiihed  for  the  prefent  year,  and  in  that  ungen- 
tlemanly  manner,  (pardon  the  expreffion,)  as  I  have 
above  related,  In  that  work  he  very  roundly  aflerts, 
that  he  "  is  not  only  now  alive,  but  was  likewife 
alive  upon  that  very  29th  of  March,  when  I  had 
foretold  he  fhould  die."  This  is  the  fubject  of  the 
prefent  controverfy  between  us  ;  which  I  defign  to 
handle  with  all  brevity,  perfpicuity,  and  calmnefs  ; 
in  this  difpute,  I  am  fenlible  the  eyes  not  only  of 
England,  but  of  all  Europe,  will  be  upon  us ;  and 
the  learned  in  every  country  will,  I  doubt  not,  take 
part  on  that  fide,  where  they  find  moft  appearance 
of  reafon  and  truth. 

Without  entering  into  criticifms  of  chronology 
about  the  hour  of  his  death,  I  (hall  owly  prove  that 
Mr.  Partridge  is  not  alive.  And  my  firft  argument 
is  thus :  above  a  thoufand  gentlemen  having  bought 
his  almanacks  for  this  year,  merely  to  find  what 
he  faid  againft  me  ;  at  every  line  they  read,  they 
would  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  cry  out,  betwixt  rage 
and  laughter,  "  they  were  fure  no  man  alive  ever 
writ  fuch  damned  ftuff  as  this."  Neither  did  I  ever 
hear  that  opinion  difputed:  fo  that  Mr.  Partridge 
lies  under  a  dilemma,  either  of  difowning  his  alma- 
nack, or  allowing  himfelf  to  be  no  man  alive.  But 
now  if  an  uninformed  carcafe  walks  ftill  about,  and 
is  pleafed  to  call  itfelf  Partridge,  Mr.  Bickerftaff 
does  not  think  himfelf  anyway  anfwerable  for  that 

Nsither 
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Neither  had  the  faid  carcafe  any  right  to  beat  the 
poor  bay,  who  happened  to  pafs  by  it  in  the  ftreet, 
crying,  "  A  full  and  true  account  of  Dr.  Par- 
tridge's death,"  &c. 

Secondly,  Mr.  Partridge  pretends  to  tell  fortunes, 
and  recover  ftollen  goods  ;  which  all  the  parifh  fays, 
he  mud  do  by  converting  with  the  Devil  and  other 
evil  fpirits :  and  no  wife  man  will  ever  allow,  he 
could  converfe  perfonally  with  either  till  after  he 
was  dead. 

Thirdly,  I  will  plainly  prove  him  to  be  dead  out 
of  his  own  almanack  for  this  year,  and  from  the 
very  pufTage,  which  he  produceth  to  make  us  think 
him  alive.  He  there  lays,  "  he  is  not  only  now 
alive,  but  was  alfo  alive  upon  that  very  apth  of 
March,  which  I  foretold  he  fliould  die  on  :"  by 
this,  he  declares  his  opinion,  that  a  man  may  be 
alive  now,  who  was  not  alive  a  twelvemonth  ago* 
And  indeed,  there  lies  the  fophiftry  of  his  argu- 
ment. He  dares  not  affert,  he  wi*s  alive  ever  fince 
that  spth  of  March,  but  that  he  is  now  alive,  and 
was  fo  on  that  day  :  I  grant  the  latter ;  for  he  did 
not  die  till  night,  as  appears  by  the  printed  account 
of  his  death,  in  a  letter  to  a  lord  ;  and  whether  he 
be  fince  revived,  I  leave  the  world  to  judge.  This 
indeed  L  perfect  cavilling,  and  I  am  afhamed  to 
dwell  any  longer  upon  it. 

Fourthly,  I  will  appeal  to  Mr.  Partridge  himfelf, 
whether  it  be  probable  I  could  have  been  fo  indif- 
creet,  to  begin  my  predictions  with  the  only  falfe- 
hood,  that  ever  was  pretended  to  be  in  them  ;  and 
this  is  in  an  affair  at  home,  where  I  had  fo  many  o- 
portunities  to  be  ex^ct ;  and  muft  have  given  fuch 
advantages  againft  me  to  a  perfon  of  Mr-  Partridge's 
wit  and  learning,  who,  if  he  could  pofiibly  have 
raifed  one  tingle  objection  more  againft  the  truth  of 
my  prophecies,  would  hardly  have  fpared  me. 

And  here  I  muft  take  occafion  to  reprove  the 
abovememioned  writer  of  the  relation  of  Mr.  Par- 
tridge's 
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fridge's  death,  in  a  letter  to  a  lord  ;  who  was  plea- 

fed  to  tax  me  with  a  miftake  of  four  whole  hours 

in  my  calculation  of  that  event.     I    muft  confefs, 

this  cenfure  pronounced  with   an   air  of  certainty, 

in  a  matter  that  fo  nearly  concerned  me,  and  by  a 

grave  judicious  author,  moved  me  not  a  little.    But 

though  1  was  at  that  time  out  of  town,  yet  feverai 

of  my  friends,   whofe  curiofiry  had  kd  them  to  be 

exactly  informed,   (for  as  to  my  own  part,  having 

no  doubt  at  all  in  the  matter,  I  never  once  thought 

of  it,)  allured  me,  I  computed  to  fomething  under 

half  an  hour;  which  (I  fpeak  my  private  opinion,) 

is  an  error  of  no  very  great  magnitude,   that  men 

fhould  raife  a  clamour  about  it.     I  {hall  only  fay,  it 

would  not  be  amifs,  if  that  author  woulcj  henceforth 

be  more  tender  of  other  men's  reputations  as  well 

as  his  own.     It  is  well  there  were  no  more  mifhikes 

of  that  kind  ;   if  there   had,    I  prefurne   he  would 

have  told  me  of  them  with  as  little  ceremony. 

There   is   one  objection   againft  Mr.  Partridge's 
death,   which  I   have  fometimes  met  with,   though 
indeed  very  {lightly  offered,  that   he  ftiil  continues 
to  write  almanacks.    But  this  is  no  more  than  what 
is  common  to  all  of  that  profeiHon  ;  Gadbury,  poor 
Robin,  Dove,  Wing,   and  feverai  others,  do  yearly 
publim  'heir  almanacks,   though  feverai   of  them 
have  been  dead  lince  before  the  Revolution.     Now 
the  natural  reafon  of  this  I  take  to  be,  that  whereas 
it  is  the  privilege  of  other  authors  to  live  after  their 
deaths,  almanack-makers   are  alone  excluded ;  be- 
caufe  their  difTcrtations,  treating  only  upon  the  mi- 
nutes  as  they  pafs,  become  ufelefs  as  thole  go  off. 
In  consideration  of  which,  Time,  whofe  regifters 
they  are,  gives  them  a  leafe  in  reveriion,  to  conti- 
nue their  works  after  their  death. 

I  fhould  not  have  given  the  public  or  myfelf  the 
trouble  of  this  vindication,  if  my  name  had  not 
been  made  ufe  of  by  feverai  perfons,  to  whom  I 
never  lent  it  j  one  of  which,  a  few  days  ago,  was 

plea  fed 
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pleafed  to  father  on  me  a  new  fet  of  predictions* 
But  I  think  thefe  are  things  too  fcrious  to  be  trifled 
with.  It  grieved  me  to  the  heart,  when  I  faw  my 
labours,  which  had  coft  me  fo  much  thought  and 
watching,  bawled  about  by  common  hawkers,  which 
I  only  intended  for  the  weighty  coniideration  of  the 
graved:  perfons.  This  prejudiced  the  world  fo  much 
at  fir  ft,  that  fevera!  of  my  friends  had  the  afTurance 
to  a  Ik  me,  whether  I  .were  in  jeft  ?  to  which  I  only 
anfwered  coldly,  "  that  the  event  would  (hew," 
Buc  it  is  the  talent  of  our  age  and  nation,  to  turn 
things  of  the  greatcft  importance  into  ridicule. 
When  the  end  of  the  year  had  v, rifled  all  my  pre- 
dictions, out  c-^mes  Mr.  Partridge's  almanack,  dif- 
puting  the  point  ot  his  death  ;  io  that  I  am  em- 
ployed, like  the  general  who  was  forced  to  kill  his 
enemies  twice  over,  whom  a  necromancer  had  raiied 
to  life.  If  Mr.  Partridge  hath  practired  the  fame 
experiment  upon  himfelf,  and  he  again  alive,  long 
may  he  continue  fo ;  that  doth  nor  in  the  leait  con- 
tradict my  veracity  :  but  I  think  I  have  clearly  pro- 
ved, by  invincible  demonstration,  that  he  died  at 
Fartheft  within  half  an  hour  of  the  time  1  fore'old, 
and  not  four  hours  fooner  as  the  abovunentioned 
aurhor,  in  his  letter  to  a  lord,  hath  maliciouily 
fuggefted,  with  defign  to  blaft  my  credit,  by  char- 
ging me  with  fo  grofs  a  miftake. 
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A  famous  PREDICTION    of  MERLIN,  the 

Britifh  Wizard  *. 

Written  above  a  thoufand  years  ago,  and  relating 

to  the  year  i  709. 

With  explanatory  notes,  by  T.  N.  Philomath. 
Written  in  the  year  1709. 


T  AST  year  was  publifhed  a  paper  of 
-*-*  pretended  to  be  written  by  one  liaac  Bicker- 
ftaff,  Efq;  but  the  true  defign  of  it  was  to  ridicule 
the  art  of  aftrology,  and  expofe  its  profckTors  as 
ignorant  or  impoftors.  Againft  this  imputation  Div 

Partridge 

*  Dr.  Swift,  in  his  preface  to  this  piece  would  infinuate,  that  what 
he  publishes  to  the  world  is  a  tranlaiion  of  M  riin's  prophecy  200 
years  old.  The  main  vie'  gn  of  the  Doctor  in  this  prediction,  if  he 
was  really  in  earned,  (which  I  veriiy  Relieve  he  was  not,  as  I  am 
perfuadad  that  he  only  writ  this  prophecy,  in  order  to  vex  the  Whigs, 
and  to  fret  that  ungrateful  minifiry,  which  had  forgotten  the  obliga- 
tions he  had  conferred  upon  them.)  was,  to  encourage  Q._  Anne  to  a 
fecond  marring:,  in  order  that  her  Majefty  might  repair,  if  poffible, 
that  infinite  lofs  fne  had  fuftained  by  the  Duke  of  Glccefler,  who,  by 
all  accounts,  was  one  of  the  fneft  princes  that  ever  wa;  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  accordingly  was  univerfaiiy  regretted  by  the  whole  nation, 
the  fana'ical  party  and  all  their  black  sdherents  or;ly  excepted.  This 
appears  from  the  ii'.h,  lath,  I3th.  and  I4th  lines  of  ihe  prophecy. 

And  without  difpute,  as  in  England  there  were  many  thoufands, 
vho  were  defiious  10  fee  a  prince  dtfcendi-d  from  a  Queen,  whom  ihey. 
loved  with  fuch  ardour  and  affection  ;  fo,  in  the  wildnefs  of  their  i- 
maginatior,  they  enJeavouved  to  perfu  de  her  M?jefty  at  the  age  of 
about  foity-f.ve  to  marry  a  fecond  time.  But  whether  it  was  owing 
to  that  -exccflive  regard  which  /he  bore  unto  the  mem-ay  of  her  beio- 
ved,  the  T.ince  of  Denmark  ;  or  whether  it  was  becaufe  fhe  never 
had  a  child  after  the  age  of  five  or  fix  and  twenty  ;  or  whe  her  it  was 
for  fome  political  reafon  or  other,  ine  refufed  in  this  refpect  to  gra'.iiy 
the  i.ic'.inations  of  her  people  5  which  however,  as  animofuic 
factions  were  then  rifing  to  an  exceflive  height,  {he  had  caufe  to  re- 
pent of  before  the  time  of  her  degeaf,-.  For,  as  the  Qiieen  was  driven 
tc  fuch  inexpressible  ftraits  by  the  fury  and  machinations  of  the  c<in- 

tendini 
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Partridge  bath    learnedly  vindicated   himfelf  in  his 
almanack  for  that  year. 

For  a  farther  vindication  of  this  famous  art,  I 
have  thought  fit  to  prefcnt  the  world  with  the  fol- 
lowing prophecy.  The  original  is  faid  to  be  of  the 
famous  MuTm,  who  lived  about  a  thouland  years 
ago  ;  and  the  following  tranflation  is  two  hundred 
years  old  ;  for  it  feems  to  be  written  near  the  end 
of  Henry  the  Seventh's  reign.  I  found  it  in  an 
old  edition  of  Merlin's  prophecies,  imprinted'  at 
London  by  John  Hawkins  in  the  year  1530,  page 
•39,  I  fet  it  down  word  for  word  in  the  old  ortho- 
graphy, and  (hall  take  leave  to  fubjoin  a  few  expla- 
natory notes. 

Seven  and  ten  addyd  to  nine, 

Of  Fraunce  her  woe  this  is  the  fygne, 

Tamys  rivere  twys  y- frozen, 

Walke  fans  wetying  (hoes  ne  hozen. 

Then  corny th  foorthe,  ich  underftonde,          5 

From  towne  of  StofFe  to  fattvn  Londe, 

j  * 

An  herdie  Chyftan,  woe  the  morne 

To  Fraunce,  that  ever  he  was  born. 

Then  fhall  the  fyfhe  be-weyle  his  boffe  : 

Nor  (hall  grin  berrys  make  up  the  lofie.        10 

Yonge  Symnele  lhall  again  mifcarrye : 

And  Noi way's  pryd  *  again  fhall  marrey. 

tending  partie?,  that,  \vjth  all  her  experience  in  government,  fr.e 
knew  not  whom  to  trull.  \  if  fhe  had  married  fome  wife  and  thought- 
ful prince,  entirely- remote  from  all  prerenfions  to  the  crown,  (fuppo- 
fing  that  fuch  a  one  could  have  been  found  in  Europe  at  that  time,) 
(he  mi^ht  have  paffed  the  remainder  of  her  life  with  more  eafe  <.ni 
tranquilli'y.  For  as  a  p/ince  in  that  fituaii.>n  would  have  had  nothing 
more  to  do,  than  to  have  made  the  Queen  happy  and  her  reign  glo* 
ri  .u;,  he  might  have  atled  as  moderator  between  both  parties,  fecmed 
unto  him'elf  the  efteem  cf  all  the  wife  and  virtuous,  and  perhaps,  :.r- 
ter  the  deceafe  of  the  Queen,  might  have  been  highly  regarded  b^  her 
lucceiTor  during  the  .remainder  of  his  life.  But  alas  !  party  rage  car- 
ried all  before  k,  and  every  fchtme  of  accomraoda'aon  w^s  equally  re- 
•j.cled  by  Whigs  and  Tories.  Swift. 

*  Q^Anne  is  calTed  ^'oriuay^Pryd,  becaufe  (he  had  vouchfafed  to 
marry  tne  Prince  cf  Dennv-.rk.  5  and  we  ail  knovi,  that  Norway  is  pjrt 
of  the  dominion  Belonging  to  that  crov,  n.  Siaifr. 

And 
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And  from  the  tree  where  blofums  feelc, 
Ripe  fruit  fhall  come,  and  all  is  wele  ; 
Reaums  (hall  dance  honde  in  honde,  15 

And  it  fhall  be  merrye  in  old  Inglonde : 
Then  old  Inglonde  fhall  be  no  more, 
And  no  man  (hall  be  forie  therefore. 
Geryon  fhall  have  three  hede-;  agayne, 
Till  Hapfburge  makyth  them  but  twayne.     20 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

Seven  and  ten.  This  line  defcribes  the  year  when 
thefe  events  fhall  happen.  Seven  and  ten  make  fe- 
venteen,  which  I  explain  feventeen  hundred,  and 
this  number  added  to  nine,  makes  the  year  we  are 
now  in  ;  for  it  muft  be  understood  of  the  natural 
year,  which  begins  the  firft  of  January. 

Tamys  river  tiuys,  £2V.  The  river  Thames  fro- 
zen twice  m  one  year,  fo  as  men  could  walk  on  it, 
is  a  very  fingular  accident,  which  perhaps  has  not 
fallen  out  for  feveral  hund  ed  years  before,  and  is 
the  reafon  why  fome  aftrologers  have  thought,  that 
this  prophecy  could  never  be  fulfilled,  becaufe  they 
imagined  fuch  a  thing  would  never  happen  in  our 
climate. 

From  toivn  of  Stoffe,  fyc.  This  is  a  plain  defig- 
nation  of  the  Duke  of  Malborough  :  One  kmd  of 
ftuff  ufcd  to  fatten  land  is  called  Marie,  and  every 
body  knows  that  Borough  is  a  name  for  a  town  ; 
and  this  way  of  expreflion  is  after  the  ufual  daik 
manner  of  old  aftroiogiml  predictions* 

Then  foall  the  fyfoe.  &c.  By  the  fijh^  is  under 
flood  the  Dmit-hhj  of  Fiance,  as  their  king's  eldetl 
fons  are  called  :  If  is  litre  laid,  hr  (hall  lanir-m  the 
lois  of  the  Duke  of"  Burgundy  called  the  BofTe, 
which  is  an  old  Knglifh  word  for  hump-fhoulder, 
or  crook  bark  as  that  Duke  is  known  to  be  ;  an! 
th?  prophecy  fecms  to  mean,  that  h-a  fhould  be  o- 
vercome  or  flain.  Bj  the  green  berry, ,  m  the  next 

2  line, 
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line,  is  meant  the  young  Duke  of  Berry,  the  Dau- 
phin's third  Ton,  who  fhall  not  have  valour  or  for- 
tune enough  to  luoply  the  lols  of  his  eldeft  brother. 
Young  Symndc.  Cv.  By  Symneie  is  meant  the 
pretended  Prince  of  WaLs,  who,  if  he  offers  10 
attempt  any  thing  again  ft  England,  fiiall  mifcarry 
as  he  did  before.  Lambert  Symnel  is  the  name  of 
a  voun™  mm,  noted  in  our  hiftories  for  perlonac- 

*  O 

ing  the  Ton  (as  I  remember)  of  Edward  IV. 

And  Norway's  pride,  6"c.  I  cannot  guefs  who  is 
meant  by  Norway 'sprid^  ;  perhaps  the  reader  may, 
as  well  as  the  fenie  of  the  two  following  lines. 

Reaums  fbalt,  &c.  Reaums,  or  as  the  word  is  now, 
realms,  is  the  old  name  for  kingdoms ;  and  this  is  a 
very  plain  prediction  of  our  happy  union,  with  the 
felicities  that  fhall  attend  it-  It  is  added  that  Old 
England  (hall  be  no  more,  and  yet  no  man  (hall  be 
forry  for  it.  And  indeed,  properly  fpeaking,  Eng- 
land is  now  no  more  for  the  whole  iiland  is  one 
kingdom  under  the  name  of  Britain. 

Geryonjbalii  &c.  This  prediction,  though  fome- 
\vhat  oblcure,  is  wonderfully  adapted.  Geryon  is 
faid  to  have  been  a  king  of  Spain,  whom  Hercules 
flew.  It  was  a  fiction  of  the  poets,  that  he  had  three 
heads,  which  the  author  fays  he  fhall  have  again  : 
that  is,  Spain  .fhall  have  three  kings  :  which  is  now 
wonderfully  verified  ;  for  betides  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal, which  properly  is  part  of  Spain,  there  are  two 
rivals  for.Spain,  Charles  and  Philip ;  but  Charles  be- 
ing defcended  from  the  Count  ofHapfburgh,  found- 
er of  the  Auftnan  family,  fhall  icon  rnaice  thefe  heads 
but  two,  by  overturning  Philip,  and  driving  him  out 
I  of  Spain. 

Some  of  thefe  predictions    are  already   fulfilled  ; 

;  and  it  is  highly  probable  the   reft  may    be    in    due 

time  ;    and  I  think  I  have  not  forced  the  words  by 

my  explication,  into  any  other fenfe  than  what  they 

will  naturally  bear.     If  this  be  granted,  I  am  lure 

*  Queen  Ar"«, 

VOL.  V.  C  c  it 
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it  mufl  be  alfo  allowed,  that  the  author  (whoever  he 
were)  was  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  faga< :ity;  and 
that  Aftrology  brought  to  fuch  a  perfection  as  this, 
is  b)no  means  an  art  to  be  defpiied,  whatever. 
BickerftafF,  or  other  merry  gentlemen  are  pleafed  to 
think.  As  to  the  tradition  of  thefe  lines  having 
been  writ  in  the  original  by  Merlin,  I  confcfs  I  lay 
not  much  weight  upon  it  ;  but  it  is  enough  to  jufti- 
fy  their  authority,  that  the  book  from  whence  I 
have  tranfcribed  them,  was  printed  jyo  years  ago, 
as  appears  by  the  title-page.  For  the  fatisfaclion  or* 
any  gentleman,  who  may  be  eiiher  doubtful  of  the 
truth,  or  curious  to  be  informed,  I  fhall  give  order 
to  have  the  very  book  fent  to  the  printer  of  this  pa- 
per, with'directions  to  let  any  body  tee  it  that  pleafes, 
bccauie  I  believe  it  is  very  icarce. 


The 
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E  is  a  certain  perfon  lately  arrived  at  this 
jL  city,  whom  it  is  very  proper  the  world  fhould 
be  informed  of.  His  character  may  perhaps  be 
thought  very  inconfiftent,  improbable,  and  unna- 
tural ;  however  I  intend  to  draw  it  with  theutmoft 
regard  to  truth.  This  I  am  the  better  qualified  to 
do,  becaufe  he  is  a  fort  of  dependent  upon  our  fami- 
ly, and  atmojl  of  the  fame  age-,  though  I  cannot  di- 
rectly fay,  1  have  everjeen  him.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
country,  and  hath  lived  long  among  us  :  but  what 
appears  wonderful,  and  hardly  credible,  was  never 
fcen  before  by  any  mortal. 

It  is  true  indeed,  he  always  chu/es  the  lovueft  place 
in  company,  and  contrives  it  fo,  to  keep  out  of  fight. 
It  is  reported  however,  that  in  his  ysunger  days  he 
xvas  frequently  expofed  ;o  view,  but  always  againft 
his  will,  and  was  fure  to  /mart  for  it. 

As  to  his  family  he  came  into  the  world  a  young- 
er brother,  being  of  fix  children  \\\t  fourth  in  or- 
der of  (i)  birth;  of  which  the  eltleft  is  now  head 
of  the  houfe  ;  the  fecond  and  third  carry  arms  ; 
but  the  two  youngcd  are  only  footman  :  ibme  in- 
deed add,  that  he  hath  likewiie  a  twin-brother,  who 
\\vesover~againjl  him,  and  keeps  a  (2)  victualling-- 
houfe  ;  he  hath  the  reputation  to  be  a  clofst  griping, 
fqueezin%  fellow  ;  and  that  when  his  bags  are  full, 
he  is  often  needy  ;  yet  when  the  fit  takes  him,  as  fall 
f  as  he  gets,  he  lets  it  fly. 

When  in  office  no  one  difchargeth  himelf,  or  doth 
hisbiifinefs  better.  He  hath  fometimesjlrained  hard 
for  an  honeit  livelihood;  and  never  got  a  bit,  till 
every  body  elfe  had  done. 

One  practice  appears  very  blameablc  in  him;  that 

C  c  2  ever/ 
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every  morning  he  privately  frequents  unclean  houfes 
where  any  niodefl  perfon  would  bluih  to  be  feen. 
And  although  this  be  generally  known,  yet  the 
world,  as  cenforious  as  it  is,  hath  been  fo  kind  to 
overlook  this  infirmity  in  him.  To  deal  impartial- 
ly;  it  niuft  be  granted,  that  he  is  too  great  a  lover 
ot  himfelf,  and  very  often  confults  his  own  eafs 
at  the  expcnce  of  his  beft  friends  :  but  this  is  one 
of  his  blind  fides-,  and  the  beft  of  men  I  fear  are  not 
\vithout  them. 

He  hath  been  conftituted  by  the  higher  powers  in 
the  ftation  cf  receiver  general,  in  which  employ- 
pioymcnt  forne  have  censured  him  for  playing  fajl 
and  hofe.  He  is  likewife  overfeer  oi:  the  golden  mines  ^ 
which  he  daily  infpccteth,  when  his  health  will 
permit  him. 

He  was  long  bred  under  a  (3)  mafter  of  arts ,  who 
inftilled  good  principles  in  him,  but  thefe  were  foon 
c&wuptecL  1  know  not  whether  this  deferves  men- 
tion;  that  he  is  fo  very  capricious,  as  to  take  it  for 
an  equal  affront  to  talk  either  of  kiffing  or  kicking 
him,  which  hath  occafioned  a  thoufand  quarrels  : 
However  no  body  was  fo  great  a  fufferer  for  faults, 
which  he  neither  was,  nor  poffibiy  could  be  guihy 
of. 

In  his  religion  he  hath  thus  much  of  the  quaker, 
that  he  ftanus  always  covered^  even  in  the  prefence 
of  the  King  ;  in  moll:  other  points  a  perfect  (4)  «- 
dolater^  although  he  endeavours  to  conceal  if,  ior 
he  is  known  to  offer  daily  facrifices  to  certain  Jub- 
ferraneous  ny?nphs,  whom  he  worships  in  an  humble 
pcjhire,  prone  on  his  face>  &ndjt>-jpt  {lark-naked  ;  and 
ib  leaves  his  offerings  behind  him,  which  the  (5)  priej 
of  thofe  goddeffes  are  careful  enough  to  remove 
upon  certain  leafons  with  the  utmoft  privacy  at  mid' 
night,  and  from  thence  maintain  themfelves  and 
families  In  all  urgent  necejjities  and  prejfures*  he 
applies  himfelf  to  thele  dcitieSj  and  i'ometimes  even 
in  \\izjlreets  and  high  -ways,  from  an  opinion  that 

thofe 


WONDER  OF  WONDERS.  505 

hole  powers  have  an  influence  in  all  places,  aliho' 
lheir  peculiar  refidcnc  be  in  caverns  under  ground. 
Upon  thtfe  cccafiom  the  faireft  1  idies  will  not  refufe 
to  lend  their  hands  to  affill  him  :  for  "although  they 
are  afhamtd  to  have  him  ften  in  their  company,  or 
even  fo  much  as  to  hear  him  ymmed\  yet  it  is  well 
known,  that  he  is  one  of  their  conftant  followers. 

In  politics,  he  always  fubmits  to  what  is  upper- 
ir.ojl:  ;  but  he  perufes  pamphlets  on  both  fides  with 
great  impartiality,  though  icldomtill  every  body  elfe 
hath  done  'with  it. 

His  /earning  is  of  a  mixed  kind,  and  he  may 
properly  be  called  a  bdluo  librorum,  or  another  Jaco- 
bus tie  Voragine  ;  though  his  ftudies  are  chiefly  con- 
h'ned  to  Jcko'Amen^  commentators,  and  German  di- 
vines, together  with  modern  poets  and  critics',  and 
he  k  an  atomic  philofopher,  ftrongly  maintaining  a 
void  in  nature,  which  he  feems  to  have  fairly  proved 
by  many  experiments. 

I  {hall  now  proceed  to  defcribe  fome  particular 
qualities,  which,  in  feveral  inftances  feem  to  dif- 
tinguiih  this  perfon  from  the  common  race  of  other 
mortals. 

H\s  grandfather  was  a  member  of  the  rump  p  r- 
liament,  as  the  gra ndfon  is  of  the  prefent,  where  he 
often  rijes,  fometimes  grumbles,  but  never  jpeuks. 
However  he  lets  nothing  pafs  u/itiingtyi  but  what 
is  ice II  digeftfd.  His  courage  is  indiiputable,  for,- 
he  will  take  the  bo  Id  eft  man  alive  by  the  nofe* 

He  is  generally  thej£r/?  a-bcd  in   the   family-,    and. 
the  lajl-up)  which  is  to  be  lamented  ;  becaufe  when 
c   happens  to   rife   before   the  reft,  it    hath    been 
lhought  to  forebode  good  fortune  to  his  fuperiors. 

As   wifdom  is  acquired  by  age,  fo  by  every   new 
j6]ii}rinkle  in  his  face ',  he    is   reported  to  gain  fome 
eiv  knowledge. 

In  him  we  may  cbferve  the  true  effects  and  con- 
equences  of  tyranny  in  a  ftate  ;  for,  as  he  is  a  great 
all  behvj  him,  fo  there  is  no  body  more 
C  c   3 
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ipprejfid  by  thofe  above  him  :  yet  in  his  time  he  hath 
been  fo  highly  in  favour,  that  many  illuftrious  per- 
ions  have  been  entirely  indebted  to  him  for  their 
preferments. 

He  hath  difcovered,  from  his  own  experience, 
the  true  point,  wherein  all  human  actions,  projects, 
and  deiigns  do  chiefly  terminate  ;  and  how  mean 
and  fordid  they  are  at  the  bottom. 

It  behoves  the  public  to  keep  him  quiet ;  for  his 
frequent  murmurs  are  a  certain  fign  of  inteftine 


turnuhF. 


No  philofopher  ever  lamented  more  the  luxury,, 
•for  which  thefe  nations  are  fo  juftly  taxed  :  it  hath 
been  known  to  coil  him  (7)  tears  of  blood  :  -for,  in 
his  own  nature,  he  is  far  from  being  profufe  ;  tho* 
indeed  he  never  ft  ays  a  nieht  at  a  gentleman's  houfc 

r  C? 

without  leaving  fomething  behind  him. 

He  receives  with  great  fubmiiHon  whatever  his 
patrons  think  fit  to  give  him  ;  and  when  they  lay 
heavy  burdens  upon  him,  which  is  frequently  e- 
riough,  he  gets  rid  of  them  as  foon  as  he  can  ;  but 
KOt  without  fbme  labour  and  much  grumbling. 

He  is  a  perpetual  hanger-on  ;  yet  no  body  knows 
how  to  be  without  him.  He  patiently-  fuffers  him- 
felf  to  be  kept  under,  but  loves  to  be  well  ufed,  and 
in  that  cafe  will  facrifke  his  vitals  to  give  you  eafe  : 
and  he  hath  hardly  one  acquaintance,  for  whom 
he  hath  not  been  bound  ;  yet,  as  far  as  we  can  find> 
was  never  known  to  lofe  any  thing  by  it. 

He  is  obferved  to  be  very  (8)  unquiet  in  the  com- 
pany of  a  Frenchman  in  new  cloaths,  or  a  young 
coquette. 

He  is,  in  fhorf,  the  fubject  of  much  mirth  and 
raillery,  which  he  feems  to  take  well  enough  ;  tho' 
it  hath  not  been  obferved,  that  ever  any  good  thing 
came  from  himfelf. 

There  is  fo  general  an  opinion  of  his  juftice,  that 
fometimes  very  hard  cafes  are  left  to  his  deciiion  ; 
and  while  he  fits  upon  them,  he  carries  himfelf 

exactly 
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exactly  even  between  both  lides,  except  where  foms 
knotty  point  arile.s ;  and  then  he  is  oblerved  to 
lean  a  little  to  the  rii>ht  or  left  as  the  matter  in-? 

O 

clines  him  ;  but  his  reafons  for  it  are  fo  manifeft 
and  convincing,  that  every  man  approves  them. 

POSTSCRIP  T.. 

Gentle  Reader, 

THOUGH  I  am  not  infenfible  how  many  thou- 
iand  peribns  have  been,  and  ftill  arc,  with 
great  dexterity  handling  this  lubject,  and  no  lefs 
aware  of  what  infinite  reams  of  paper  have  been  laid 
out  upon  it :  however,  in  my  opinion,  no  man  li- 
ving has  touched  it  with  greater  nicety  and  more 
delicate  turns,  than  cur  author.  But  becaufe  there 
is  fome  intended  ob'curity  in  this  relation  ;  and  cu- 
rioiity,  inquifitive  of  fecrets,  may  poffibly  not  enter 
into  the  bottom  and  depth  of  the  iubject,  it  was 
thought  not  improper  to  take  off  the  veil,  and  gain 
the  reader's  favour  by  inlarging  his  infight.  Ars 
errim  non  bubst  inirnicum  nifi  ignorantem.  It  is  well 
known,  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  all  times  to- 
deliver  down  important  fubje&s  by  emblem  and 
riddle,  and  not  to  fuffer  the  knowledge  of  truth  to 
be  derived  to  us  in  plain  and  fimple  terms,  which 
are  generally  as  foon  forgotten  as  conceived.  For 
this  reafon  the  Heathen  religion  is  moftly  couched 
under  mythology.  For  the  like  reafon  (this  being 
a  fundamental  in  its  kind,)  the  author  has  thought 
fit  to  wrap  up  his  treafure  in  clean  linen,  which  it 
is  our  bufinefV  to  lay  open,  and  fet  in  a  due  light ; 
for  I  have  obferved,  upon  any  accidental  diicovery, 
the  leaft  glimple  has  given  a  great  diveriion  to  the 
eager  fpectator,  as  many  ladies  could  teftify,  were 
it  proper,  or  the  cafe  would  admit. 

The  politeft  companies  have  vouchfafed  to  fmile 
at  the  bare  name,  and  fome  people  of  fa.'hion  have 
been  fo  little  fcrupulous  of  bringing  it  hi  play,  that  it 

was 
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was  the  ufual  faying  of  a  knight  and  a  man  of  good 
breeding.  That  whenever  he  arofe,  his  a-fe  ro!e  with 

i  »  J  J  J 


him. 


NOTES. 


(i)  He  alludes  to  the  manner  of  our  birth,  the  head  and  arms  ao- 
pearing  before  the  pofteriors  and  the  two  feet,  v.  hich  he  calls  the 
footmen. 

(a)  yiciualling-tottfe.^  The  bzlly,  which  receives  and  digefts  cur 
nourishment. 

(3)  Mafter  of  arts.]   Per/ins  :   magifter  art 'is ,  ingennque  Ia>viror  <ven:er. 

(4)  IdJaier.]  Alludes  to  the  facrifkes  offered  by  the  Romans  to  the- 
goddefs  Clr.acina. 

(5)  Pr'itfls.]   Gold  finders,  who  perform  their  office  in  the  ivght- 
time:   but  cur  author  lurther  feems  to  have  anejj  to  the  cuftcm  of 
the  Kcarhen  priefts  Scaling  the  ofieringF  in  the  night  j  of  which  fee 
rnore  in  the  (lory  of  Bell  and  the  Dragon. 

(6)  WnMc.~\  This  refers  lo  a  proverb — "  Ycu  have  one  wrinkle 
in  your  a-fe  more  than  you  h.id  before." 

(7)  Teats  of  Hood-  J    Haemorrhoids,  accoiding  to  the  ph}fici*ns,  ars 
a  frequent  confequcnt  of  intemperance. 

(8)  Unquut.}  Thtir  tails  being  generally  obLrvej  to  le  moft  rcll»-. 
Icfs. 
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The  WONDER  of  ALL  the  WONDERS,  that 
ever  the  WORLD  wondered  at. 

For  all  perfons  of  quality  and  others. 

N'EWLV  arrived  at  rhis  dry  of  Dublin  the  fa- 
mous anift  John  Emanuel  Schoitz,  who,  to 
the  great  furprize  and  fatisfaction  of  all  fpectaiors, 
is  ready  to  do  the  following  wonderful  performan- 
ces ;  the  like  before  never  leen  in  this  kingdom. 

He  will  heat  a  bar  of  iron  red-hot,  and  thru  ft  it 
into  a  barrel  of  gun-powder  before  all  the  company, 
anu  yet  it  {hall  not  take  fire. 

He  lets  any  gentleman  charge  a  blunderbufs  with 
the  fame  gun-powder,  and  twelve  leaden  bullets  ; 
which  blundei'buis  the  faid  artift  difcharges  full  in 
the  face  of  the  faid  company,  without  the  ieatl  hurt, 
the  bullets  fticking  in  the  wall  behind  them. 

He  takes  any  gentleman's  own  fxvord,  and  runs 
it  through  the  idid  gentleman's  body,  fo  that  the 
point  appears  bloody  at  the  back  to  all  the  fpccta- 
lois-,  then  he  takes  out  the  fword,  v/ipes  it  clean, 
and  returns  it  to  the  owner,  who  receives  no  man- 
ner of  hurt. 

He  takes  a  pot  of  fcalding  oil,  and  throws  it  by 
great  ladles-full  diredly  at  the  ladies,  without  fpoil- 
ing  their  cloaths  or  burning  their  ikins. 

He  takes  any  peribn  of  quality's  child,  from  two 
years  old  to  fix,  and  lets  the  child's  own  father  or 
mother  take  a  pike  in  their  hands  ;  then  the  artift 
takes  the  child  in  his  arms,  and  toffcs  it  upon  the 
point  of  the  pike,  where  it  fticks,  to  the  great  fatis- 
fadtion  of  all  fpectators  ;  and  is  then  taken  off  with  ( 
out  fo  much  as  a  hole  in  his  coat. 

He  mounts  upon  a  fcaffold  juft  over  the  fpecta- 
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tors,  and  from  thence  throws  down  a  great  quan- 
tity of  large  tiles  and  ftones,  which  fall  like  fo  many 
pillows,  without  fo  much  as  difconipofing  either 
perukes  or  head-dreffcs. 

He  takes  any  peribn  of  quality  up  to  the  faid 
fcaffold;  which  perfon  pulls  olF  his  (hoes,  and  leaps 
nine  feet  directly  down  on  a  board  prepared  on  pur- 
pofe,  full  gf  lharp  fpikes  fix  inches  long,  without 
hurting  his  feet  or  damaging  his  ftockings. 

lie  places  the  faid  board  on  a  chair,  upon  which 
a  lady  fits  down  with  another  lady  in  her  lap,  while 
the  fpikcs  inftead  of  entering  into  the  unc'er-ladyV 
flefh,  will  feel  like  a  velvet-cufhion. 

He  takes  any  perfon  of  quality's  footman,  ties  a 
rop  about  his  bare  neck,  and  draws  him  up  by  pul- 
lies  to  the  ceiling,  and  there  keeps  him  hanging  as 
long  as  his  maffcer  or  the  company  pleafes,  the  faid 
footman,  to  the  wonder  and  delight  of  all  behold-' 
crs,  having  a  pot  of  ale  in  one  hand  and  a  pipe  in 
the  other;  and  when  he  is  let  down,  there  will  not 
appear  the  leaft  mark  of  the  cord  about  his  neck, 

He  bids  a  lady's  maid  put  her  finger  into  a  cup 
of  clear  liquor  like  water,  upon  which  her  face  and 
botti  her  hands  are  immediately  withered  like  an* 
old  woman  of  fourfcore ;  her  belly  fwells  as  if  fh<5 
were  within  a  week  of  her  time  and  her  legs  are 
as  thick  as  mill-pofts;  but,  upon  putting  her  finger 
into  another  cup,  (he  becomes  as  young  and  hand- 
feme,  as  fhe  wjs  before. 

He  gives  any  gentleman  leave  to  drive  forty 
twelve- penny  nails  up  to  the  head  in  a  porter's 
backiide,  and  then  places  the  faid  porter  on  a  load- 
ftone  ch:.ir,  which  draws  out  every  nail,  and  the 
porter  feels  no  pain. 

He  likewife  draws  the  teeth  of  half  a  dozen  gen- 
tlemen, mixes  and  jumbles  them  in  a  hat,  gives  any, 
perfon  leave  ro  blindfold  him,  and  returns  each 
their  own,  and  fixes  them  as  well  as  ever. 

With  his  fore-linger  and  thumb  he  thrufts  feve- 

ral 
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ral  gentlemens  and  ladies  eyes  out  of  their  headr, 
without  the  lead:  pain,  at  which  time  they  lee  an 
unfpeakable  number  of  beautiful  colours;  and,  af- 
ter they  are  entertained  to  the  full,  he  places  them 
again  in  their  proper  lockets,  without  any  damage 
to  the  fight. 

He  lets  any  gentleman  drink  a  quart  of  hot  melted 
lead,  and  by  a  draught  of  prepared  liquor,  of  which 
he  takes  part  to  himfelf,  he  makes  the  faid  lead 
pafs  through  the  faid  gentleman  before  all  the  fpec- 
tators,  without  any  damage;  after  which  it  is  pro- 
duced in  a  cake  to  the  company. 

With  many  other  wonderful  performances  of  art, 
too  tedious  here  to  mention. 

The  faid  artift  has  performed  before  moft  kings 
and  princes  in  Europe  with  great  applaufe 

He  performs  every  day  (except  bundays,)  from 
ten  of  the  clock  to  one  in  the  forenoon  ;  and  from 
four  till  feven  in  the  evening,  at  the  new  inn  in 
Smithficld. 

The  firft  feat  a  Brit  if  h  crown,  the  fecond  a  Bri- 
tifh  half-crown,  and  the  loweft  a  Britifh  fliilling. 

N.  B.  The  beft  Jiands  in  town  are  to  play  at  the 
faid  i 
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A  PROPOSAL  for  correcting-,  improving,  and 

i~'*  i  C2 

afcertaining  the  ENGLISH  TONGUE  *. 

In  a  LETTER  to  the  Mod  Honourable  ROBERT 
Earl  of  OXFORD  and  MORTIMER,  Lord  High 
Treafurer  of  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

To  theMoft  Honourable  ROBERT  Earl  of  OXFORD,  &c. 

My  LORD, 

*HAT  I  had   the  honour  of  mentioning  to 
your  lordfhip  fome  time  ago  in  converfa- 
tion,  was  not  a  new   thought  juft  then  ftaned  by 

accident 

*  It  is  well  known,  that  if  the  Queen  had  lived  a  year  or  two 
longer,  th  s  propofal  would,  in  all  probability  have  taken  efle£t.  For 
the  Lord  Treasurer  had  already  nominated  ieveral  perlons,  without 
diflinifHon.  of  quality  or  party,  who  were  to  compofe  a  fociety  for  the 
purpofes  mentioned  by  the  author  ;  and  refolvcd  to  ufe  his  credit 
with  her  Majefty,  that  a  fund  fhoxiM  be  applied  to  fupport  the  expcnce 
of  a  large  room,  where  the  fociety  fhould  meet,  arid  for  other  inci- 
dents. But  this  Icheme  fell  to  the  ground,  partly  by  the  diflenfions 
among  the  great  men  at  court,  but  chiefly  by  the  lamented  death  of 
that  glorious  princefs.  Dub.  edit. 

This  piece  might  have  been  a  very  ufeful  performance,  if  it  had 
Veen  longer,  and  lefs  edipfed  by  compliments  to  the  noble  perfon  to 
whom  it  is  addrefled.  It  feems  to  have  been  intended  as  a  preface 
to  fome  more  enlarged  defign  :  at  the  head  of  which  fuch  an  intro- 
duction muft  Lave  appeared  with  great  propriety.  A  work  of  this 
kind  is  much  wanted,  as  cur  language,  inftead  of  being  improved,  is 
every  day  growing  woife  and  more  debafed.  We  bewilder  ourfclves 
in  various  crthograpV;y  ;  we  fpe..k  and  we  write  st  random  j  and  if  A 
man's  common  converfation  were  to  be  committed  to  paper,  he 
would  be  ftartled_/&r  to  find  hirr.lelf  guilty  in  a  few  fentences,  of  fo 
many  folec.fms  ar>d  fuch  falfe  Englifli.  I  believe  we  aiC  the  only 
people  in  the  ChrifHan  wor'd,  who  repeat  the  Lord's  prayer  in  ail 
ungrammatical  manner;  and  I  remember  to  have  heard,  that  when 
a  motion  was  made  in  the  convocation  to  alter  the  word  •witch  for 
the  word  tubo,  the  propofition  was  rejected  by  the  majority.  This 
inftance  may  {hew  you  of  what  fort  of  men,  the  moft  learned,  and 
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accident  or  occaflon,  but  the  refult  of  long  reflexi- 
on ;  and  I  have  been  confirmed  in  my  fentiments 

even  the  moft  reverend  affemblies  are   fomctimes  compofed.      But 
let  us  confider  the  condudt  of  a  neighbouring  nation.      How  ir.duftri- 
ous  have  the  French  been  to  improve   their  language  ?  and  to  what 
a  ftate  of  perfection  have  they  brought  it  ?  Rome,   by  her  conquefb, 
m-de   her   dialect   univerfa!  :   France,  by   her  policy,   has  done    the 
fame.     By  policy,  I  mean  the  encouragement  of  arts  and  fciences  ; 
which  will  often  render  a    nation   more  powerful  than  arms.     No- 
thing has  contributed  fo   much  to   the   purity  and  excellence   of  the 
French  tongue,  as  the    noble  academies  eftabliffied  for  that  purpofc  : 
and,  until  lome  public  work  of  the  fame   kind  is  undertaken  in  Eng- 
land j  we  cannot  flatter  ourfelves   with    any  hope:   of  amending  the 
errors,  or  afcertaining  the  limits  of  our  ftyle.       I  fhal!  not  prcfume 
even  to  whifper  to  you,  that  I  think  a  defign  of  this  fort  is   fuffici*- 
en:ly  momentous  to  attract  the  confideiation  ef  our  legiflative  powerr. 
Their  thoughts    are  otherwife  employed,  and  their   faculties  other- 
wife  applied.     But  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  if  to   our  hofpit.Us   for 
lunatics,  an  hofpical  was  added  tor  the  reception  and   fupport  of  mtn 
of  fenle  and  learning,  it  would  be    of  the  h  gheil  honour  to  the  prc!- 
fent  age,  and  of  no  lefs  advantage  to  posterity.      I  call  it  an  h  .fpital, 
becaufe  I  fuppofe  it   to  be  evened  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  perfons, 
\vhofe  infirm  fortunes,  or  difeafed  revenues,   may  have  rendered  the 
ftrength  and  abilities  of  their  minds  weak  and  ufeleis  to  the  public  j 
for  I  entirely  agree  with  Ariftotle,  where   he  fays,  in    the    v  ords  of 
"  his  fcholiaft,  <:  Eum  praeclara  et  magna  vix  pofTc  cxequi  et  pr^c- 
"  flare,  cui   facuhates   defunt:    quonium  per  amicos  et    civilem  pj. 
"   temiam,  veluti  per  inllrumenta,  necelTe  eft  plcraque  eflici."     The 
reflections  that  arife  from  this  theme,  I  find,  are  driving  me  beyond 
due  bounds  :  therefore  I  fhall  only  add,  that  I  heartily  with  you  may 
think  an  attention  to  your  native  language  a-  ufeful  and  improving  a 
ftudy  as  can  be  purfued,  in  whatever  ftation  of  life   Providence  may 
allot  you.      Orrery, 

In  this  epiftle  Dr.  Swift  complains  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford  as  fir  ft 
minifter,  in  the  name  of  all  the  learned  and  polite  perfons  of  the  na- 
ti->n,  that  our  language  is  extremely  imperfeft;  that  its  daily  im- 
provements are  by  no  means  equal  to' it?  daily  corruptions ;  that  the 
pretenders  to  polifh  and  refine  it  have  chiefly  mul:ipl:e.j  abufes  and 
abfurdities ;  and  that  in  mai-y  instances  it  of  fen. :s  a?alnft  every  part 
.  of  grammar.  HL- proves  with  irrefihibie  force  of  rcafon,  that  cur 
language  ought  to  be  refined  to  a  certain  fbnc'ard.  and  then  fired  for 
ever:  heremaiks  the  fevJral  inconveniences  which  arifs  pert-etu.il- 
Jy  fi"m  our  ilupid  inattention  to  thcfo  rmtters.  He  rlorh  not'  how- 
ever prefciile  any  methods  for  aicertair.ing  ths  language,  -but  throws 
out  Icme  gtner?l  obfer\ations,  leaving  the  reft  to  the  j'ifpLclion  cf 
tbar  focitty,  which  he  hoped  would  have  been  fpeedily  inftituted  Ky 
the  Lrrd  Treafurer.  But  this  fcheme  fell  to  the  grrynd,  parfiy  by 
the  diffcnfipns  amorg  the  gr;at  men  at  court,  and  chiefly  by  the  la- 
mented dea:h  of  Q,  Anne,  that  ever  gl-ric us  princefs.  Sniff, 
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by  the  opinion  of  Tome  very  judicious  perfons,  with 
tfhom  I-con(-ulted.  They  all  agree,  that  nothing 
\vould  be  of  greater  ufe  towards  the  improvement 
of  knowledge  and  politenefs,  than  fome  effectual 
method  for  correcting,  enlarging  and  afcertaiclng 
our  language ;  and  they  think  it  a  work  very  poi- 
fible  to  be  compaflld  under  the  protection  of  a 
prince,  the  countenance  and  encouragement  of  a 
miniftry,  and  the  care  of  proper  perfons  chofen 
for  fuch  an  undertaking.  I  was  glad  to  find  your 
lordlhip's  aniwer  in  fo  different  a  ftyle,  from  what 
hath  been  commonly  made  ufe  of  on  the  like  occa- 
iions  for  fome  years  pad.  That  all  fuch  thoughts 
rnuft  be  deferred  to  a  time  of  peace :  a  topic  which 
fome  have  carried  fo  far,  that  they  would  not  have 
us  by  any  means  think  of  preferving  our  civil  or 
.religious  conftituiion,  becaufe  we  are  engaged  in  a 
\varabroad.  It  will  be  among  the  diftinguifhing 
marks  of  your  miniftry,  my  Lord,  that  you  have 
a  genius  above  all  fuch  regards,  and  that  no  rea 
ionable  propofal  for  the  honour,  the  advantage,  or 
the  ornament  of  your  country,  however  foreign: 
TO  your  more  immediate  office,  was  ever  neglected 
by  you.  I  confeis,  the  merit  of  this  candour  and 
conc'efcenfion  is  very  much  lefTened,  becaufe  your 
lordfhip  hardly  leaves  us  room  to  offer  our  good 
willies ;  removing  all  our  difficulties,  and  fupply- 
ing  our  wants,  fafter  than  the  moft  vifionary  pro- 
jector can  acljuft  his  fchemes.  And  therefore,  my 
lord,  the  defign  of  this  paper  is  not  fo  much  to  of- 
fer you  ways  and  means,  as  to  complain  of  a  grie- 
vance, the  redrc fling  of  which  is  to  be  your  own 
work,  as  much  as  that  of  paying  the  nation's  debt, 
or  opening  a  trade  into  the  South-fea  ;  and  though 
not  of  fuch  immediate  benefit  as  cither  of  thefe,  or 
any  other  .of  your  glorious  actions,  yet  perhaps  in 
future  ages  not  lefs  to  your  honour. 

My  lord,  I  do  here,  in  the  name  of  all  the  learn- 
ed and  polite  perfons  of  the   nation,  complain  to 

your 
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your  lordiliip  as  firft  minifter,  that  our  language 
is  extremely  imperfect  ;  that  its  daily  improvements 
arc  by  no  means  in  proportion  to  its  daily  corrup- 
tions ;  that  the  pretenders  to  polifh  and  refine  it 
have  ch.ieily  multiplied  abufes  and  abfurdities  ;  and, 
that  in  many  inftances  it  offends  again}"!:  every  part 
of  grammar.  But  left  your  lordihip  fhould  think 
my  cenfure  too  fevere,  I  ihall  take  leave  to  be  more 
particular. 

J  believe  your  lord(hip  will  agree  with  me,  in  the 
reafon  why  our  language  is  lei's  refined  than  thofe 
of  Italy,  Spain,  or  France.  It  is  plain,  that  the 
Latin  tongue  in  its  purity  was  never  in  this  iiland, 
towards  the  conqueft  of  which  fe*.v  or  no  attempts 
were  made  till  the  time  of  Claudius  ;  neither  was 
that  language  ever  ib  vulgar  in  Britain,  as  it  is 
known  to  have  been  in  Gaul  and  Spain.*  Further, 
we  find  that  the  Roman  legions  here  were  at  length 
all  recalled  to  help  their  country  again  ft  the  Goih--, 
and  other  barbarous  invaders.  Mean  time,  the 
Britons  left  to  fhift  for  themfelve>,  and  daily  har- 
railed  by  cruel  inroads  from  the  Plots,  were  forced- 
to  call  ia  the  Saxons  for  their  defence;  who  con- 
fequently  reduced  the  greateft  part  of  the  iiland  to 
their  own  power,  drove  the  Britons  into  the  moil 
remote  and  mountainous  parts,  and  the  reft  of  the 
country  in  cuftoms,  religion,  and  language,  became 
wholly  Saxon.  This  I  take  to  be  the  reafori,  why 
there  are  more  Latin  words  remaining  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  tongue  than  in  the  old  Saxon,  which,  except- 
ing fome  few  variations  in  the  orthography,  is  the 
fame  in  moft  original  words  with  our  preient  Eng- 
li.fh,  as  well  as  with  the  German  and  other  Nor- 
thern dialects. 

Edward  the  confeiTor,  having  lived  long  ia 
France,  appears  to  be  the  firft  who  introduced  any 
mixture  of  the  French  tongue  with  the  Saxon  ;  the 
court  affecting  what  the  prince  was  fond  of,  and 
others  taking  it  up  for  a  faftiion,  as  it  is  now  with 
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us.     William  the   conqueror  proceeded  much   far 
ther  ;  bringing  over  with  him  vaft  numbers  of  tha 
nation,  fcauering  them  in  every  monaftery,  giving 
them  great  quantities   of  land,  directing  all  plead- 
ings to  be  in  that   language,  and   endeavouring   to 
make  it  univerfal  in  the  kingdom.     This  at  leaft  is 
the  opinion   generally   received  :   but  your  lordihip 
hath  fuliy  convinced   me,  thar   the  French  tongue 
made  yet  a  greater  progrefs-here  under  Harry  the 
frcond,  who  had  large  territories  on  that  continent, 
both  from  his  father  and  his   wife,  made  frequent 
journeys  and  expeditions  thither,  and  was  always 
attended  with  a  number  of  his  countrymen,  retain- 
ers at  his  court.     For   fome   centuries  after,  there 
was  a  conftant  intercouife  between  France  and  hn- 
gland,  by  the  dominions   we   poflefled   there,  and 
the  conquefts  we  made  ;   fo  that  our  language  be- 
tween two  and   three  hundred  years  ago,  items  to 
have  had  a  greater  mixture  with  French   than  at 
prefcnt ;  many  words   having  been   afterwards  re- 
jecled,    and  fome  fince  the  time   of   Spencer;  al- 
though we  have   ftill  retained  not  a  few,  which 
have  been  long  antiquated  in-  France.    I  could  pro- 
duce feveral  inflances  of  both  kinds,  if  it  were  of 
any  ufe  or  entertainment. 

To  examine  into  the  feveral  circumfhnces  by 
which  the  language  of  a  country  may  be  altered, 
would  force  me  to  enter  into  a  wide  field.  I  fhall 
only  obicrve,  that  the  Latin,  the  French,  and  the 
Englifh,  feem  to  have  undergone  the  fame  fortune. 
The  fjrit,  from  the  days  of  Romulus  to  thofe  of 
Julius  Csefar,  fuffered  perpetual  changes  :  and  by 
what  we  meet  in  thofe  authors  who  occasionally 
fpeak  on  that  fubjecl,  as  well  as  from  certain  frag* 
inents  of  old  laws,  it  is  manifeft  that  the  Latin, 
three  hundred  years  before  Tully,  was  as  unintel- 
ligible in  his  time,  as  the  Englifh  and  French  of 
the  fame  period  are  now ;  and  thefe  two  have 
changed  as  much  fince  William  the  conqueror 
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(which  is  but  little  lefs  than  feven  hundred  years,) 
as  the  Latin  appears  to  have  done  in  the  like  term. 
Whether  our  language  or  the  French  will  decline 
as  fall  as  the  Roman  did,  is  a  queition,  that  would 
perhaps  admit  more  debate  than  it  is  worth.  There 
were  many  rcafons  for  the  corruptions  of  the  lait  : 
as,  the  change  of  their  government  to  a  tyranny, 
which  ruined  the  ftudy  of  eloquence,  there  being 
no  further  ufe  or  encouragement  for  popular  ora- 
tors :  their  giving  not  only  the  freedom  of  the  city, 
but  capacity  for  employments,  to  feveral  towns  in 
Gaul,  bpain,  and  Germany,  and  other  diftant 
parts,  as  far  as  Afia  ;  which  brought  a  great  num- 
ber of  foreign  pretenders  into  Rome  :  the  flavifh 
difpofition  of  the  fenate  and  people,  by  which  the 
wit  and  eloquence  of  the  age  were  wholly  turned 
into  panegyric,  the  moft  barren  of  all  fubjects :  the 
great  corruption  of  manners,  and  introduction  of 
foreign  luxury,  with  foreign  terms  to  exprefs  it, 
with  feveral  others  that  might  be  affigned  ;  not  to 
mention  thofe  invafions  from  the  Goths  and  Van- 
dals, which  are  too  obvious  to  infift  on. 

The  Roman  language  arrived  at  great  perfection, 
before  it  began  to  dec^y  :  and  the  French,  forthefc 
laft  fifty  years,  hath  been  polifhing  as  much  as  ic 
will  bear,  and  appears  to  be  declining  by  the  natu- 
ral inconftancy  of  that  people,  and  the  affectation 
of  fome  late  authors  to  introduce  and  multiply  cant 
words,  which  i-  the  moft  ruinous  corruption  in  any 
language.  La  Bruyere,  a  late  celebrated  writer 
among  them,  makes  ufe  of  many  new  terms,  which 
are  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  common  dictio- 
naries before  his  time.  But  the  Englifh  tongue  is 
not  arrived  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfection,  as  to 
make  us  apprehend  any  thoughts  of  its  decay ;  and 
if  it  were  once  refined  to  a  certain  ftandard,  per- 
haps there  might  be  ways  found  out  to  fix  it  for 
ever,  or  at  leaft  till  we  were  invaded  and  made  a 
conqueft  by  fome  other  Hate  ;  and  even  then  our 
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beft  writings  might  probably  be  preferved  with  care, 
and  grow  inco  efleem,  and  the  authors  have  a 
chance  for  immortality. 

But  without  ftich  great  revolutions  as  thefe  (to 
\vhich  we  are,  I  think,  lefs  fubjecT:  than  kingdoms 
upon  the  continent,)  I  fee  no  abiblute  neceffity  why 
any  language  fhould  be  perpetually  changing ;  for 
we  find  many  examples  10  the  contrary.  From 
Homer  to  Plutarch  are  above  a  thoufand  years  ;  fo 
long  at  leaft  the  purity  of  the  Greek  tongue  maybe 
lowed  to  laft,  and  we  know  not  how  far  before.  The 
Grecians  fpread  their  colonies  round  all  the  coafts 
of  Afia  Minor,  even  to  the  northern  parts  lying 
towards  the  Euxine,  in  every  ifland  of  the  Egaean 
ica,  and  feveral  others  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  where 
the  language  was  preferved  entire  for  many  ages, 
after  they  themfelves  became  colonies  to  Rome, 
and  till  they  were  over-run  by  the  barbarous  na- 
tions upon  the  fall  of  that  empire.  The  Chinefe 
have  books  in  their  language  above  two  thoufand 
years  old,  neither  have  the  frequent  conquefts  of 
the  Tartars  been  able  to  alter  it.  The  German, 
Spanifh,  and  Italian,  have  admitted  few  or  no 
changes  for  fome  ages  part.  The  other  languages 
of  Europe  I  know  nothing  of;  neither  is  there  any 
occafion  to  confider  them. 

Having  taken  this  compafs,  I  return  to  thofe 
coniiuerations  upon  our  own  language,  which  I 
would  humbly  offer  your  Lordfhip.  The  period, 
wherein  the  Englifh  tongue  received  moft  improve- 
ment, I  take  to  commence  with  the  beginning  of 
Queen  Elizebeth's  reign,  and  to  conclude  with  the 
great  rebellion  in  42,  It  is  true,  there  was  a  very 
i:l  tatfe,  both  of  ftyle  and  wit,  which  prevailed  un- 
<^er  King  James  the  Firft  ;  but  that  fecms  to  have 
been  correct  d  in  the  firft  years  of  his  fucceiTor.,  who, 
among  many  other  qualifications  of  an  excellent 
prince,  was  a  great  patron  of  learning.  From  the 
civil  war  to  this  prelent  time,  I  am  apt  to  doubt 
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whether  the  corruptions  in  our  language  have  not 
at  leaft  equalled  the  refinements  of  it;  and  thefe 
corruptions  very  few  of  rhe  beft  authors  in  our  age 
have  wholly  elcaped.  During  the  ufurpation,  fuch 
an  infufion  of  enthuliaftic  jargon  prevailed  in  every 
writing,  as  was  not  fhaken  off  in  many  years  after. 
To  this  fucceeded  that  licentioufnefs  which  entered 
with  the  Reftoration,  and,  from  infecting  our  reli- 
gion and  morals,  fell  to  corrupt  our  language  ; 
which  laft  was  not  like  to  be  much  improved  by 
thofe,  who  at  that  time  made  up  the  court  of  King 
Charles  the  Second ;  either  fuch,  who  had  fol- 
lowed him  in  his  banifhment,  or  who  had  been  al- 
together converfant  in  the  dialect  of  thofe  fanatic 
times ;  or  young  men,  who  had  been  educated  in 
in  the  fame  country;  ib  that  the  court,  which  ufed 
to  be  the  ftandard  cf  propriety  and  correctnefs  of 
fpeech,  was  then,  and,  1  think,  hath  ever  fince 
continued  the  worft  ichool  in  Kngland  for  that  ac~ 
compliftiment ;  and  fo  will  remain,  till  better  care 
be  taken  in  the  education  of  our  young  nobility, 
that  they  may  fet  out  into  the  world  with  fome 
foundation  of  literature,  in  order  to  qualify  them 
for  patterns  of  politenefs.  The  confequence  of  this- 
defect  upon  our  language  may  appear  from  the 
plays,  and  other  compofitions  written  for  entertain- 
ment within  fifty  years  paft  ;  filled  with  a  fuccefiion 
of  affected  phrales,  and  new  conceited  words,  ei*- 
ther  borrowed  from  the  current  ftyle  of  the  court, 
or  from  thofe,  who,  under  the  character  of  men 
of  wit  and  pleafure,  pretended  to  give  the  law.  Ma- 
ny of  thefe  refinements  have  already  been  long  an- 
tiquated, and  are  now  hardly  intelligible  ,  which  is 
no  wonder,  when  they  were  the  product  only  of 
ignorance  and  caprice. 

I  have  never  known  this  great  town  without  one 
or  more  dunces  of  figure,  who  had  credit  enough 
to  give  rife  to  fome  new  word,  and  propagate  it  in 
moft  conventions,  though  it  had  neither  humour, 

nor 
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nor  fignifkancy.  If  it  ftruck  the  prefent  tafte,  it 
was  foon  transferred  into  the  plays  and  current 
fcribbles  of  the  week,  and  became  an  addition  to 
to  our  language  ;  while  the  men  of  wit  and  learn- 
ing, inftead  of  early  obviating  fuch  corruptions, 
were  too  often  feduced  to  imitate  and  comply  with 
them. 

There  is  another  fet  of  men,  who  have  contribu- 
ted very  much  to  the  fpoiling  of  the  Englifli  tongue  ; 
I  mean  the  poets,  from  the  time  of  the  Restoration. 
Thefe  gentlemen,  although  they  could  not  be  infen- 
fible  how  much  our  language  was  already  overftock- 
ed  with  monofyllables,  yet,  to  fave  time  and  pains, 
introduced  that  barbarous  cuftom  of  abbreviating 
words,  to  fit  them  to  the  meafure  of  their  verfes ; 
and  this  they  have  frequently  done  fo  very  injudi- 
cioufly,  as  to  form  fuch  harfh  unharmonious 
founds,  that  none  but  a  northern  ear  could  en- 
dure ;  they  have  joined  the  moft  obdurate  confo- 
nants  without  one  intervening  vowel,  only  to  fhor- 
ten  a  fyllable  ;  and  their  tafte  in  time  became  fo  de- 
praved, that  what  was  at  firft  a  poetical  licence  not 
to  be  justified,  they  made  their  choice,  alledging, 
that  the  words  pronounced  at  length  founded  faint 
and  languid.  This  was  a  pretence  to  take  up  the 
fame  cuftoai  in  prole  !  fo  that  moft  of  the  books 
we  fee  now  a-days,  are  full  of  thofe  manglings  and 
abbreviations.  Inftances  of  this  abufe  are  innumer- 
able :  what  does  your  Lordfhip  think  of  the  words, 
drudg'd,  difturb'd,  rebuk'd,  fledg'd,  and  a  thou- 
fand  others  every  where  to  be  met  with  in  profe  as 
well  as  verfe  ?  Where,  by  leaving  out  a  vowel  to 
fave  a  fyllable,  we  form  fo  jairing  a  found,  and  fo 
difficult  to  uuer,  that  I  have  often  wondered  how 
it  could  ever  obtain 

Another  caufe,  (and  perhaps  borrowed  from  the 
former,)  which  hath  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
maiming  of  our  language,  is  a  toolifh  opinion,  ad- 
vanced of  late  years,  that  we  ought  to  fpeli  ex  ictly 

as 
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as  we  fpeak  ;  which,  befide  the  obvious  inconveni- 
ence of  utterly  deftroying  our  etymology,  would  be 
a  thing  we  fliould  never  fee  an  end  of.  Not  only 
the  (everal  towns  and  counties  of  England  have  a 
different  way  of  pronouncing,  but  even  here  in 
London  they  clip  their  words  after  one  manner  a- 
bout  the  court,  anodier  in  the  city,  and  a  third  in 
the  fuburbs  :  and,  in  a  few  years,  it  is  probable, 
will  all  d'ffcr  from  themieives,  as  fancy  or  fafhion 
{hall  direct  :  all  which  reduced  to  writing  would 

O 

entirely  confound  orthography.  Yet  many  people- 
are  fo  fond  of  this  conceit,  that  it  is  fometimes  a 
difficult  matter  to  read  modern  books  and  pamph- 
lets;- where  the  words  are  fo  curtailed,  and  varied 
from  their  original  ipelling,  that  whoever  hath  been 
ufed  to  plain  Engliih,  will  hardly  know  them  by 
fight. 

Several  young  men  at  the  univerfities,  terrribly 
pofTerTed  with  the  fear  of  pedantry,  run  into  a  worie 
extreme,  and  think  all  politenefs  to  confift  in  read- 
ing the  daily  trafli  fent  down  to  them  from  hence : 
this  they  call  knowing  the  world,  and  reading  men 
and  manners.  Thus  furnifhed  they  come-  up  to 
town,  reckon  all  their  errors  for  accomplifhments, 
borrow  the  neweft  fet  of  phrafes ;  and  if  they  take 
a  pen  into  their  hands,  all  the  odd  words  they  have 
picked  up  in  a  cofFeehoufe,  or  a  gaming  ordinary, 
are  produced  as  flowers  of  ftyle ;  and  the  ortho- 
graphy refined  to  the  utmoft.  To  this  we  owe  thofe 
monilrous  productions,  which  under  the  name  of 
tiips,  fpies,  amiijenients,  and  other  conceited  appel- 
lations, have  over- run  us  for  fome  years  paft.  To 
this  we  owe  that  ftrange  race  of  wits,  who  tell  us, 
they  write  to  the  humour  of  the  age.  And  I  vvifh 
I  could  fay,  thefe  quaint  fopperies  were  wholly  ab- 
fent  from  graver  fubjtcls  In  fhort,  I  would  un- 
dertake to  fhew  your  Lordfhip  feveral  pieces,  where 
the  beauties  of  this  kind  are  fo  predominant,  that, 

with 
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with  all  your  Ikill  in  languages,  you  could  never 
able  cither  to  read  or  undtrftand  them. 

^But  I  am  very  much  miftaken,   if  many  of  thefc 
falfe  refinements  among  us  do  not  ariie  from  a  prin- 
ciple,  which  would  quite  deftroy  their  credit^   if  it 
were  well  undeiitood    and  considered.     For  I  am 
afraid,   my  Lord,  that,  with  all  the  real  good  qua- 
lities of  our  counuy,  we  are  naturally  not  very  po- 
lite   This  perpetual  difp^fition  to  lliorten  our  words, 
by  retrenching   the  vowels,   is  nothing   eiie  but   a 
tendency  to  lapfe  into  the  barbarity  of  thofe  nor- 
thern nations  from  whom  we   are  defcended,  and 
whole  languages  labour  all  under  the  fame  defeat. 
For  it  is  worthy  oui  obfervation,  that  the  Spaniards, 
the   French,    and   the  Italians,    although    derived 
from  the  fame  northern   anceftors  with   ourfelves, 
are  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  taught  to  pronounce 
our  words,  which  the  Swedes  and  Danes,  as  well 
as  the  Germans  and  the  Dutch,  attain  to  wiih  eafe, 
becaufc  our  lyllables  refemble  theirs  in  the  rough- 
nefs  and   frequency  of  confonants.     Now,  as   we 
ftruggle  with  .an  ill  climate  to  improve  the  nobler 
kinds  of  fruits,  are  at  the  expence  of  walls  to  re- 
ceive and  reverberate  the  faint  rays  of  the  fun,  and 
fence  agninft  the  northern  blafts,  we  fometimes,  by 
the  help  of  a  good  foil,  equal  the  productions  of 
warmer  countries,  who  have  no  need  to  be  at  fo 
much  coft  and  care.     It  is  the  fame  thing  with  re- 
fpecl  to  the  politer  arts  among  us ;  and  the  fame 
defect  of  heat,  which  gives  a  fiercenefs  to  our  na- 
tures, may  contribute  to  that  roughnefs  of  our  lan- 
guage, which  bears  fome  analogy  to  the  harfh  fruit 
of  colder  countries.     For  I  do  not  reckon  that  we 
want  a  genius  more  than  the  reft  of  our  neigh- 
bours :   but  your  Lordfbip  wilt  be  of  my  opinion, 
that  we  ought  to  ftruggle  with  thefe  natural  difad- 
vantages  as  much  as  we  can,  and  be  careful  whom 
we  employ,  whenever  we  defign  to  correct  them, 
which  is  a  work  that  has  hitherto  been  alTumed  by 

the 
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the  lead:  qualified  hands.  So  that,  if  the  choice  had 
been  left  to  me,  I  would  rather  have  trufted  the 
refinement  of  our  language,  as  far  as  it  relates  to 
found,  to  the  judgement  of  the  women,  than  of  il- 
literate court  fops,  half-witted  poets,  and  univerfi- 
ty-boys.  For  it  is  plain,  that  women,  in  their 
manner  of  corrupting  words,  do  naturally  difcard 
the  confonants,  as  we  do  the  vowels.  What  I  am 
going  to  tell  your  Lordfhip  appears  very  trifling: 
that  more  than  once,  where  fome  of  both  fexes 
were  in  company,  I  have  perfuaded  two  or  three  of 
each  to  take  a  pen,  and  write  down  a  number  of 
letters  joined  together,  juft  as  it  came  into  their 
heads ;  and,  upon  reading  this  gibberifh,  we  have 
found  that  which  the  men  had  wrote,  by  the  fre- 
quent encountering  of  rough  confonants,  to  found 
like  High-Dutch ;  and  the  other,  by  the  women 
like  Italian,  abounding  in  vowels  and  liquid.  Now 
though  I  would  by  no  means  give  ladies  the  trou- 
ble of  adviling  us  in  the  reformation  of  our  lan- 
guage, yet  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  fince  they 
have  been  left  out  of  all  meetings,  except  parties  at 
play,  or  where  worfe  defigns  are  carried  on,  our 
^onverfation  hath  very  much  degenerated. 

In  order  to  reform  our  language,  I  conceive,  my 
Lord,  that  a  free  judicious  choice  fhould  be  made 
of  fuch  perfons,  as  are  generally  allowed  to  be 
beft  qualified  for  fuch  a  work,  without  any  regard 
to  quality,  party,  or  profeffion.  Thefe,  to  a  cer- 
tain number  at  leaft,  fhould  afTemble  at  fome  ap- 
pointed time  and  place,  and  fix  on  rules  by  which 
they  de(ign  to  proceed.  What  methods  they  will 
take,  is  not  for  me  to  prefcribe.  Your  Lordfhip, 
and  other  perfons  in  great  employment,  might 
pleafe  to  be  of  the  number  :  and  I  am  afraid,  fuch 
a  fociety  would  want  your  inftruction  and  example 
as  much  as  your  protection;  for  I  have,  not  with- 
out a  little  envy,  obfcrved  of  late  the  ftyle  of  fome 

great 
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great  minifters  very  much  to  exceed  that  of  any  ci- 
ther productions. 

The  perfons  who  are  to  undertake  this  work  will 
have  the  example  of  the  French  before  them  to 
imitate,  where  thefe  have  proceeded  right,  and  to 
avoid  their  miftakes.  Belides  the  grammar-part, 
wherein  we  are  allowed  to  be  very  defective,  they 
will  obferve  many  grofs  improprieties,  which,  how- 
ever authorifed  by  practife,  and  grown  familiar, 
ought  to  be  difcarded.  They  will  find  many  words 
that  deferve  to  be  utterly  thrown  out  of  our  lan- 
guage, many  more  to  be  corrected,  and  perhaps 
not  a  few  long  finca  antiquated,  which  ought  to  be 
reftored  on  account  of  their  energy  and  found. 

But  what  I  have  moft  at  heart,  is,  that  fome  me- 
thod fhould  be  thought  on  for  afcertaining  and  fix- 
ing our  language  for  ever,  afier  fuch  alterations  are 
made  in  it  as  fhall  be  thought  requifite.  For  I  am 
©f  opinion,  that  it  is  better  a  language  (hould  not 
be  wholly  perfect,  than  that  it  fhould  be  perpetu- 
ally changing  ;  and  we  mud  give  over  at  one  time 
or  other,  or  at  length  infallibly  change  for  the 
worfe,  as  the  Romans  did,  when  they  began  to  quit 
their  fimplicity  of  ftyle  for  affected  refinements, 
fuch  as  we  meet  in  Tacitus  and  other  authors 
which  ended  by  degrees  in  many  babarities,  even 
before  the  Goths  had  invaded  Italy. 

The  fame  of  our  writers  is  ufually  confined  to 
thefe  two  iflands,  and  it  is  hard  it  fhould  be  limited 
in  time  as  much  as  .place,  by  the  perpetual  variations 
of  our  fpeech.  It  is  your  Lordfhip's  obfervation, 
that  if  it  were  not  for  the  Bible  and  Common- 
Prayer  Book  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  we  fhould  hard- 
ly be  able  to  understand  any  thing  that  was  written 
among  us  an  hundred  years  ago  ;  which  is  certain- 
ly true  :  for  thofe  books,  being  perpetually  read  in 
churches,  have  proved  a  kind  of  itandard  for  lan- 
guage, efpccially  to  the  common  people.  And  I 
doubt,  whether  the  alterations,  fince  introduced, 
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have  added  much  to  the  beauty  or  ftrength  of  the 
Englifh  tongue,  though  they  have  taken  off  a  great 
deal  from  that  fimplicity,  which  is  one  of  the  great- 
eft  perfections  in  any  language.  You,  my  Lord, 
who  are  ib  converfantin  the  facred  writings,  and  fo 
great  a  judge  of  them  in  their  originals,  will  agree, 
that  no  tranflation  our  country  ever  yet  produced, 
hath  come  up  to  that  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ment :  and  by  the  many  beautiful  pafl'iges,  which. 
I  have  ofcen  had  the  honour  to  hear  your  Lordfliip 
cite  from  thence,  I  am  perfuadcd,  that  the  tranfla- 
tors  of  the  Bible  were  matters  of  an  Englifli  ftyle, 
much  fitter  for  that  work  than  any  \ve  fee  in  one 
prefent  writings  ;  which  I  take  to  be  owing  to  the 
Simplicity  that  runs  through  the  whole.  Then,  as 
to  the  greateft  part  of  our  liturgy,  compiled  long 
before  the  tranflation  of  the  Bible  now  in  uic,  and 
little  altered  iince ;  there  feem  to  be  in  it  as  great 
{trains  of  true  iublime  eloquence,  as  are  any  where 
to  be  found  in  our  language ;  which  every  man  of 
good  tafte  will  obferve  in  the  communion- fer vice, 
that  of  burial,  and  other  parts. 

But  when  I  fay,  that  I  would  have  our  language, 
after  it  is  duly  corrected,  always  to  lafr,  I  do  not 
mean  that  it  fhould  never  be  enlarged.     Provided 
that  no  word%   which  a  fociety  lhall  give  a  fanction 
to,    be  afterwards  antiquated  and  exploded,   they 
may  have  liberty  to  receive  whatever  new  ones  they 
ihall  have  occaflon  for  ;  becaufe  then  the  old  books 
will  yet  be  always  valuable  according  to  their  intrin- 
fic  worth,,  and  not  thrown  alide  on  account  of  un- 
intelligible words  and  phrafes,  which  appear  harfli 
and  uncouth^  only  becaufe  they  are  out  of  falliion. 
Had  the  Roman  tongue  continued  vulgar  in  that  ci- 
ty till  this  time,  it  would  have  been  absolutely  necef- 
fary,  from  the  mighty  changes  that  have  been  made 
in  law  and  religion,   from   the  many  terms  of  art 
required   in  trade  and  in  war,  from  the  new  in- 
ventions that  have  happened  in  the  world,  from  the 
VOL.  V.  E  e  vaft 
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vaft  fpreading  of  navigation  and  commerce,  witli 
many  odier  obvious  circutnftances,  to  have  made 
great  additions  to  that  language  ;  yet  the  ancients 
would  (till  have  been  read  and  understood  with  plea- 
iure  and  cafe.  The  Greek  tongue  received  many 
enlargements  between  the  time  of  Homer  and  that 

^> 

of  Plutarch  ;  yet  the  former  author  was  probably 
as  well  understood  in  Trajan's  time  as  ihe  latter. 
What  Horace  fays  of  -words  going  off  and  perijbing 
like  leaves,  and  neiv  ones  coming  in  their  place,  is  a 
misfortune  he  laments,  rather  than  a  thing  he  ap- 
proves ;  but  I  cannot  fee  why  this  fhould  be  ahfo- 
lutely  necdlary,  or,  if  it  were,  what  would  have 
become  of  his  monument um  aere  perennius  ? 

Writing  by  memory  only,  as  I  do  at  prefent,  I 
•would  gladly' keep  within  my  depth  ;  and  therefore 
lhall  not  enter  into  further  partkulars..    Neither  do 
I  pretend  more  than  to  fhew  the  ulefulnefs  of  this 
deiign,    and   to   make   fome   general   obfervations, 
kavTng  the  reft  to  that  fociety,  which  I  hope  will 
owe  its  inftitution  and  patronage  to  your  Lordfhip. 
Befides,  I  would  willingly  avoid  repetition,  having 
about  a  year  ago  communicated  to  the  public  much 
of  what  I  had   to  offer   upon   this  fub>cl,  by  the 
hands  of  an  ingenious  gentleman,  who  for  a  long 
time  did  thrice  a  week  divert  or  inftruft  the  king- 
dom by  his  papers  ;  and   is  fuppofed  to  purfue  the 
fame  deiign  at  prefent  under  the  title  of  Spectator. 
This  author,  who  hath  tried  the  force  andcompafs 
of  our  language  with  fo  much   fuccefs,  agrees  en- 
tirely withW  in  moft  of  my  fentimems  relating  to 
k  ;  fo  do  the  greateft  part   of  the  men  of  wit  and 
learning,  whom  I  have  had  the  happinefs  to  con- 
verfe  with  ;  and  therefore  I  imagine  that  fuch  a  fo-. 
c-icty  would  be  pretty  unanimous  in  the  main  points. 
Your  Lordfliip  mu-ft  allow,  that  fuch  a  work  as 
this  brought  to  perfection,   would  very  much  con- 
tribute to  the  glory  of   her  majciiy's  reign  ;  which 
ou?ht  to  be  recorded  in  words  more  durable  than 
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brafs,   and  fuch  as  our  pofteriry   may  read  a  them- 
fand  years  hence  with  pleafure  as  well  as   admirati- 
on.    I  always  difapproved  thai  ialfe  compliment  to 
princes,  that  the  mort  Lilting  monument   they    can 
have,    is  the  hearts  of  their  fubjeets.      It  is  indeed 
their  greatert  prefent  felicity  to  reign  in  their  fub- 
jecTs  hearts;   but  thcie  are  too    perifhable  to   pre- 
ferve  their  memories,  which  can  only  be  done  by 
the  pens  of  able  and  faithful  hiftorians.     And    I 
take  it  to  be  your  Lordlhip's  duty,    as  Prime   IV'Ji- 
nifter,  to  give  order  for  inipecting    our  language, 
and  rendering  it  fit  to  record  the  liiftory  of  fo  great 
and  good  a  princefs.     Befides,   my  Lord,  as  difin- 
terefted  as   you  appear  to  the  world,  I  am  convin- 
ced,  that  no  man    is  more  in  the  power  of  a  pre- 
vailing favourite  paillon  than  yourfelf ;  I  mean  the 
delire  of  true  and  latting  honour,  which  you. haver 
borne  along  with  you  through  every  ftage  of  your 
life.     To  this  you  have  often  facrificed  your   inter- 
eft,  your  eafe,    and  your  health  :  For  preferring 
and  increaiing  this,  you   have  expofed  your  perfou 
to  fecret  treachery  and  opes  violence.     There  is  not 
perhaps  an  example  in  hiitoryof  any  miniiler,  who 
in  fo  fhort  a  time  hath  performed    fo   many   great 
things,  and  overcome  fo  many   difficulties.     Now, 
though  I  am  fully  convinced,   that  you  fear    God, 
honour  your    Queen,  and  love   your  country,  as 
much     as  any  of  your  fellow-fubjects,  yet  I  mufl 
believe,  that  the  defire  of  fame  hath  been  no  incon- 
fiderable  motive   to   quicken  you  in  the  purfuit  of 
thofe  actions  which  will  beft  deferve  it.     But  at  the 
fame  time  I  muft   be  fo  plain  as  to  tell  your  Lord- 
{hip,  that  if  you  will  not  take  fome  care   to  fettle 
our  language,  and  put   it  into  a  ftate    of  continu- 
ance, I  cannot  promiie  that  your  memory  (hall  be 
preferved  above  an  hundred  years,  farther  than  by 
imperfect  tradition. 

As  barbarou>  and  ignorant  as  we  were  in  former 
centuries,  there  were  more  effectual  care  taken  by 
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our  anceftors  to  preferve  the  memory  of  times  and 
perfons,  than  we  find  in    this   age  of  learning  and 
politenefs,  as  we   are    pleafed  to  call  it.     The  rude 
Latin  of  the  Monks  is  ftill  very  intelligible  ;  where- 
as, had  their  records  been  delivered  down  only    in 
the  vulgar  tongue,  fo  barren  and  fo   barbarous,  To 
fubjeft  to  continual  fucceeding  changes,  they  could 
not  now  be  underftood,  unlcfs  by  antiquaries,  who 
make  it  their  ftudy   to   expound   them.     And  we 
muft  at  this  day  have  been  content  with  fuch   poor 
abftracts  of  our  Englifh  ftory,  as  laborious  men  of 
low  genius   would    think  fit  to   give  us ;  and  even 
thefe  in  the  next  age  would  be  likewife  fwallowed  up 
in  fucceeding  collections.      If  things  go  on  at  this 
rate.,   all  I  can  promife  your  Lordfhip,  is,    that,    a- 
bout  two  hundred   years  hence,  fome  painful  com- 
piler, who  will   be  at  the  trouble  of  iludying  our 
language,  may  inform  the  world,  that  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford,  a  very 
wife  and  excellent  man,  was  made  HiglvTreafurer,. 
and  faved  his  country,  which  in  thofe  dayy  was  al~ 
moil  ruined  by  a  Foreign  War  and  a  Domeftic  Fac- 
tion.    Thus  much  lie  may  be  able  to  pick  out,  and 
willing  to  transfer  into  his  new  hiftory  ;  but  the  reft 
of  your  character,  which   I  or   any   other  writer 
ir»ay  now  value  ourfelves  by  drawing,   and  the  par- 
ticular account  of  the  great  things  done  under  your 
miniftry,  for  which   you  are  already  fo  celebrated 
an  moft  parts  of  Europe,  will  probably  be  dropped, 
on  account  of  the  antiquated  ftyleand  manner  they 
are   delivered  in.     How  then  iliall  any  man,  who 
Jiath  a  genius    for  hiftory  equal  to  the   beft  of  the 
ancients,  be  able  to  undertake  fuch  a  work  with  fpi- 
rit.and  chearfulneis,  when  he  conflders  that  he  will 
be  read    with  pleafure  but  a  very  few  years,  and  in 
an  age  or  tv/o  fhall  hardly  beunclerilood  without  an 
interpreter?  This  is  like  employing  an  excellent fla- 
tuary  to  work  upon  mouldering  ftone.  Thofe,  who 
apply  cheir  iludics  to  preferve  the  memory  of  others, 

•will 
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always  have  fame  concern  for  their  own.  And 
I  believe  it  is  for  this  reafon,  that  fo  few  writers 
among  us  of  any  diftinction  have  turned  their 
thoughts  to  fuch  a  difcouraging  employment :  for 
the  belt  Englifli  hiftorian  mu-ft  lie  under  this  mor- 
tification, that,  wiun  his  ftyle  grows  antiquated, 
he  will  be  only  conlidered  as  a  tedious  relator  of 
facts  ;  and  perhaps  confulted  in  his  turn  among. 
other  neglected  authors  10  furnifh  materials  for 
fome  future  collector. 

I  doubt  your  lordfhip  is  but  ill  entertained  with 
a  few  fcattered  thoughts  upon  a  fubjcct,  that  de- 
ferves  to  be  treated  with  ability  and  care  :  however, 
I  mull  beg  leave  to  add  a  fexv  words  more,  perhaps 
not  altogether  foreign  to  the  fame  matter.  I  knrnr 
not  whether  that  which  I  am  going  to  fay  may  pals 
for  caution,  advice,  or  reproach,  any  of  which, 
will  be  juftly  thought  very  improper  from  one  in- 
my  ftation  to  one  in  yours.  However,  I  nmft  ven 
ture  to  affirm,  that  if  genius  and  learn  ing  be  noc 
encouraged  under  your  lordihip's  adminuhation,- 
you  are  the  moft  inexcufable  ptrfon  alive.  All 
your  other  virtues,  my  Lord,  will  be  defective 
without  this  ;  your  affability,  candor,  and  good 
nature  ;  that  perpetual  agreeablenefs  of  converfa- 
tion,  fo  difengaged  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  weight 
of  bufinefs  and  oppofition  ;  even  your  juftice,  pru- 
dence, and  magnanimity,  will  ihine  lefs  bright 
without  it.  Your  lordfhip  is  univerfally  allowed 
to  poflefs  a  very  large  portion  in  moft  parts  of  li- 
terature j  and  to  this  you  owe  the  cultivating  thole 
many  virtues  which  otherwife  would  have  been  le(s 
adorned,  or  in  lower  perfection.  Neither  can  you 
acquit  yourfelf  of  thefe  obligations,  without  letting 
the  arts  in  their  turn  (hare  your  influence  and  pro- 
tection :  beiides,  who  knows  but  fome  true  genius 
may  happen  to  ariie  under  your  minifhy,  cxoitus 
ut  aethsrius  fol.  Every  age  might  perhaps  produce 
one  or  two  of  thefe  to  adorn  it,  if  they  were  not 

E  e  3  funk 
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funk  under  the  cenfure  and  obloquy  of  plodding 
fcrvile,   imitating  pedants ;  1  do  not  mean  by  a  true 
genius,  any  bold  writer,  who   breaks   through  the 
rules  of  decency  to  diftinguifh  himfelf  by  the  iingu- 
Jarity  of  his   opinions :  but   one,   who  upon  a  de- 
ferving  fubject  is  able  to  open  new  fcenes,  and  dif- 
cover  a  vein  of  true  and  noble  thinking,  which  ne- 
ver  entered  into    any   imagination    before ;   every 
ftroke  of  whofe  pen  is  worth  all  the  paper  blotted 
by  hundreds  of  others  in  the  compafs  of  their  lives. 
I  know,  my-  Lord,  your    friends  all   offer  in  your 
defence,  that,  in  your  private   capacity,  you  never 
refufed  your  purfe   and    credit  to   the  iervice  and 
iupport  of  learned  or   ingenious  men  ;  and  that  e- 
ver  imce  you  have  been  in  public  employment,  you 
have  conftantly  beftovved  your  favours  on  the  moft 
deferving  perfons.     But  I  defire  your  lordfhip  not 
to  be  deceived  :   we  never  will   admit   of  thefe   ex- 
cufes,  nor  will  allow  your  private  liberality,  as  great 
as  it  is,  to  attone  for   your  exceffive  public  thrift. 
But  here  again  I  am   afraid  moft  good  fubje&s  will 
jnterpofe  in  your  defence,  by  alledging  the  defpe- 
rate  condition   you   found   the  nation  in,  and  the 
neceflity  there  was  for  fo  able  and  faithful  a  fteward 
to  retrieve  it,  if  poilible,  by  the  utmoft   frugality. 
We  grant   all   this,   my  Lord;  but  then    it  ought 
likewife  to  be   confidered,  that  you  have  already 
javed  feveral  million?  to  the  public,  and  that  what 
\ve  aik  is  too  incontiderable  to  break  into  any  rules 
of  the  ftricleft  good  hufbandry.    The  French  King 
beftows  about  half  a  dozen  penfions  to  learned  men 
in  feveral  parts  of  Europe,  and  perhaps  a  dozen  in 
his  own  kingdom  ;  which  in  the  whole  do  probably 
not  amount  to  half  the    income   of  many  a  private 
commoner  in  England  ;  yet  have  more  contributed 
to  the  glory  of  that  prince,   than  any    million    he 
hath  otherwife   employed.     For  learning,    like   all 
true  merit,  is  eafily  f.uis!ied  ;  whilft   the   falfe  and 
counterfeit  h  perpetually  craving,  and  never  thinks 

it 
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it  hath  enough.  The  fmalleft  favour  given  by  a 
great  prince,  as  a  mark  of  efteem,  to  reward  the 
endowments  of'the  mind,  never  fails  to  be  return- 
ed with  praife  and  gratitude,  and  loudly  celebrated 
to  the  world  I  have  known  fome  years  ago  feve- 
ral  penlions  given  to  particular  perlons  (how  de- 
iervedly  I  {hall  not  enquire),  any  one  of  which,  if 
divided  into  fmaller  parcels,  and  diftributed  by  the 
crown,  to  thofe  who  might  upon  occafion  diftin- 
guifh  themfelves  by  fome  extraordinary  production 
of  wit  or  learning,  would  be  amply  fufficient  to 
anfwer  the  end.  Or  if  any  fuch  perfons  were  a- 
bove  money  (as  every  great  genius  certainly  is,  with 
very  moderate  conveniencies  of  life),  a  medal,  or 
fome  mark  of  diftinction,  would  do  full  as  well. 

But  I  forget  my  province,  and  find  myfelf  turn- 
ing projector  before  I  am  aware  ;  although  it  be 
one  of  the  laft  characters  under  which  I  fliould 
defire  to  appear  before  your  Lordfhip,  efpecially 
when  I  have  the  ambition  of  afpiring  to  that  of  be- 
ing, with  the  greateft  refpecl  and  truth, 

MY  LORD, 

x_ 

Tour  Lord/hip's 

*wjl  obedient ,  moft  obliged, 
and  mojl  humble  ferv ant. 

Feb.  22. 
1711-12. 
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Some  FREE    THOUGHTS   upon   the    PRE- 
SENT STATE  of  AFFAIRS  *. 

Written  in  the  year  1714. 

WHATEVER  may  be  thought  or  pra&ifed  by 
profound  politicians,  they  will  hardly  be 
able  to  convince  the  reasonable  part  of  mankind, 
that  the  moft  plain,  fhort,  eafy,  and  lawful  way  to 
any  good  end  is  not  more  eligible,  than  one  diredV 

*  About  a  month  before  the  demife  of  Queen  Anne,  the  Dean 
having  laboured  to  reconcile  the  ministers  to  each  other  without  fuc- 
ctfs,  retired  to  the  houfe  of  a  friend  in  Berkshire,  and  never  f.vw 
them  more.  But,  duiing  this  retreat,  he  wrote  the  following  trea- 
tife,  which  he  thought  might  be  ot  fome  ufe  even  in  that  juncture, 
and  fent  it  Up  to  London  to  be  printed:  but,  upon  fome  difference 
in  opinion  between  the  author  and  the  late  Lord  Bolingbroke,  the 
publication  was  delayed  till  ^the  Q,  een's  death  :  and  then  he  recalled 
his  copy.  It  was  afterwards  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Alder- 
man Barber,  from  whom  it  was  obtained  to  be  printed.-  The  ruin 
of  the  miniflry  by  this  animofity  among  thfrnfelve^,  was  long  fore- 
feen  and  foretold  by  Swift;  and  it  appears  by  Lord  Bolingbrcke's  let- 
ter to  Sir  William  Wyndham,  that  in  his  heart  he  renounced  hi? 
friendfhip  for  Oxford  long  hefore  the  conclufion  of  the  peace,  though 
it  did  not  appear  till  afterwards.  "  The  peace",  fays  he,  "  which 
"  had  been  judged  to  be  the  only  folid  foundation  whereupon  ws 
"  could  ereft  a  Tory  fyftcm,  and  yet  when  it  was  made  we  found 
"  ourfelves  at  a  ftand  ;  nay,  the  very  work,  which  ought  to  have 
"  been  the  bafis  of  our  ftrength,  wus  in  part  demolished  befoie  our 
*'  eyes,  and  we  were  ftoned  with  the  ruins  of  it."  This  event  pro- 
bably rendered  the  difunion  of  the  minittry  v.fible  j  fome  principally 
endeavouring  to  fecure  themfclves,  fome  flill  labouring  to  eftabliih  at 
all  events  the  party  they  had  efpoufed,  which  faw  nothing  but  "  in- 
"  creafe  of  mortification  and  neater  approaches  to  ruin".  And  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  whtn  this  t.eatife  was  written,  the  Dean's 
attempts  to  reconcile  his  friends  were  un.ucceftfu! ;  for  Bolingbroke 
declare^,  that  he  abhorred  Oxford  ro  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  ueuld 
rather  have  futfered  banifhment  or  death,  than  have  taken  meafurtt 
in  concert  with  him  to  have  avoided  either. 

When  you  have  read  this  pamphlet,  digit?  ccwptfcc  labtl'ui'i.  Or- 
•rery. 
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(ly  contrary  in  fome  or  all  of  thefe  qualities.  I 
•have  been  frequently  afTured  by  great  min liters, 
that  politics  were  nothing  but  common  ienlc  ; 
which,  as  it  was  the  only  true  thing  they  fpoke,  ib 
it  was  the  only  thing  they  could  have  wifhed  I 
fhould  not  believe.  God  hath  given  the  bulk  of 
mankind  a  capacity  to  underftand  reafon  when  it 
is  fairly  offered  ;  and  by  reafcm  they  would  eafily 
be  governed,  it  it  were  left  to  their  choice.  Thofe 
princes  in  all  ages,  who  v/ere  *moft  diftinguifhed 
for  their  myfterious  Ikill  in  government,  found  by 
the  event,  that  they  had  ill  coniuked  their  own 
quiet,  or  the  eafe  and  happinels  of  their  people  : 
Dor  hath  pofterhy  remembered  them  with  honour; 
fuch  as  Ly fancier  and  Philip  among  the  Greeks, 
Tiberius  in  Rome,  Pope  Alexander  the  iixth  and 
his  fon  Ccefar  Borgia,  Queen  Catherine  de  Medicis, 
Philip  the  fecond  of  Spain,  with  many  others.  Nac 
are  examples  lefs  frequent  of  minifters,  famed  for 
men  of  deep  intrigue,  whofe  politics  have  produced 
little  more  than  murmurings,  factions,  and  dif- 
contents,  \vhich  ufually  terminated  in  the  difgracc 
and  ruin  of  the  authors. 

I  can  recollect  but  three  occafions  in  a  ftate, 
where  the  talents  of  fuch  men  may  be  thought  ne- 
cefTary  ;  I  mean  in  a  ftate  where  the  prince  is  obey- 
ed and  loved  by  his  fubjects  :  firft,  in  the  nego- 
ciation  of  a  peace  ;  fecondly,  in  acljufting  the  in- 
terefts  of  our  own  country  with  thofe  of  the  na- 
tions round  us,  watching  the  feveral  motions  of 
our  neighbours  and  allies,  and  preferving  a  due 
balance  among  them  :  laftly,  in  the  management 
of  parties  and  factions  at  home.  In  the  firft  of 
thefe  cafes  I  have  often  heard  it  obferved,  that 
plain  good  fenfe  and  a  firm  adherence  to  the  point, 
have  proved  more  effectual  than  all  thofe  arts, 
which  I  remember  a  great  foreign  minifter  ufed 
in  contempt  to  call  the  fpirit  of  negociating.  In 
the  fecond  cafe  much  wifdom  and  a  thorough 

knowledge 
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knowledge  in  affairs,  both  foreign  and  domeftic, 
are  certainly  required  :  after  which  I  know  no  ta- 
lents neceilarv  bdides  method  and  fkill  in  the  com- 

j 

mon  forms  of  bufintfs.  In  the  laft  cafe,  which  is 
that  of  managing  parties,  there  teems  indeed  to  be 
more  occafion  for  employing  this  gift  of  the  lower 
politics,  whenever  the  tide  runs  high  againft  the 
court  and  miniftry,  which  feldom  happens  under 
any  tolerable  adminiftration,  while  the  true  inte- 
reft  of  the  nation^  is  purfued.  But,  here  in  Eng- 
land (for  1  do  not  pretend  to  eftablifh  maxims  of 
government  in  general)  while  the  prince  and  mi- 
niftry, the  clergy,  the  majority  of  landed-men, 
and  bulk  of  the  people,  appear  to  have  the  fame 
views  and  the  fame  principles,  it  is  not  obvious  to 
me,  how  thofe  at  the  helm  can  have  many  oppor- 
tunities of  fhewir.g  their  fkill  in  myftery  and  re- 
finement, befides  what  themlelves  think  fit  to 
create. 

I  have  been  afiured  by  men  long  praclifed  in  bu- 
ilnefs,  that  the  iecrets  of  court  are  much  fewer 
than  we  generally  fuppofe ;  and  I  hold  it  for  the 
greateft  fecret  of  court,  that  they  are  fo  :  becaufe 
the  firft  fprings  of  great  events,  like  thole  of  great 
rivers,  are  often  fo  mean  and  fo  little,  that  in  de- 
cency they  ought  to  be  hid  :  and  therefore  mini* 
flers  are  fo  wife  to  leave  their  proceedings  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  reafoners  at  a  diitance,  who  often 
mould  them  into  fyftems,  that  do  not  only  go  down 
very  well  in  the  coffee- houfe,  but  are  fupplies  for 
pamphlets  in  the  prefent  age,  and  may  probably 
furnilh  materials  for  memoirs  and  hiftories  in  the 
next. 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  even  thofe  who  are  very 
near  the  court;  and  are  fuppoied  to  have  a  large 
iliare  jn  the  management  of  public  matters,  are  apt 
to  deduct  wrong  confequences,  by  reafoning  upon 
the  caufes  and  motives  of  thofe  actions  wherein 
themfelves  are  employed.  A  great  minifter  puts 

you 
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you  a  cafe,  and  afks  your  opinion,  but  conceals 
an  eflcntial  circumftance,  upon  which  the  whole 
weight  of  the  matter  turns  :  then  he  delpifeth  your 
underftanding  for  counfeiling  him  no  belter,  and 
concludes  he  ought  to  truft  entirely  to  his  own 
wifdom.  Thus  he  grows  to  abound  in  fecrets  and 
referves,  even  towards  thofe,  with  whom  he  ought 
to  a£t  in  the  greateft  confidence  and  concert  :  and 
thus  the  world  is  brought  to  judge,  that  whatever 
be  the  iiTue  and  event,  it  was  all  frorefeen,  contriv- 
ed, and  brought  to  pafs  by  fome  mailer  ftroke  of 
his  politics. 

I  could  produce  innumerable  inftances,  from  my 
own  memory  and  obfervation,  of  events  imputed  to 
the  profound  fkill  and  addrefs  of  a  minilter,  which 
in  reality  were  either  the  mere  effeft  of  negligence, 
weaknets,  humour,  paffion,  or  pride,  or,  at  beft, 
but  the  natural  courfe  of  things  left  to  themfdves. 

During  this  very  fefiion  of  parliament,  a  molt 
ingenious  gentleman,  who  hath  much  credit  with 
thofe  in  power,  would  needs  have  it,  that  in  the 
late  differ)  (ions  at  couit,  which  grew  too  high  to 
be  any  longer  a  ftcret,  the  whole  matter  was  car- 
ried with  the  u-tmoft  dexterity  on  one  fide,  and 
with  maniftft  ill  conduct  on  the  other.  To  prove 
this,  he  made  ufe  oi:  the  molt  pU<ufible  topics, 
drawn  from  the  nature  and  difpofition  of  the  feve- 
ral  perfons  concerned,  as  well  as  of  her  majefty  ; 
all  which  he  knows  as  much  of  as  any  man  :  and 
gave  me  a  detail  of  the  whole,  with  iuch  an  ap- 
pearance of  probability,  as  committed  to  writing 
would  pafs  for  an  admirable  piece  of  lecret  hiftory. 
Yet  I  am  at  the  fame  time  convinced  by  the  ilrong- 
eft  reafons,  that  the  iilue  of  thofe  differ)  (Ions,  as  to 
the  p-irt  they  had  in  the  court  and  houfe  of  lords, 
was  partly  owing  to  very  different  caufes,  and  part- 
ly to  the  iituation  of  affairs,  from  whence  in  that 
conjuncture  ihey  could  not  eaiily  terminate  other- 
wile 
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wife  than  they  did,  whatever  unhappy  confequences 
they  may  have  for  the  future. 

In  like  manner  I  have  heard  a  phyfician  pro- 
nounce with  great  gravity,  that  he  had  cured  fo 
many  patients  of  malignant  fevers,  and  as  many 
more  of  the  fmall  pox  ;  whereas  in  truth  nine  parts 
in  ten  of  thofe  who  recovered,  owed  their  lives  to 
the  ftrength  of  nature  and  a  good  conftitution, 
while  fuch  a  one  happened  to  be  their  doctor. 

But,  while  it  is  fo  difficult  to  learn  thefprings  and 
motives  of  fome  facts,  aed  fo  eafy  to  forget  the 
ciicumftances  of  others,  it  is  no  wonder  they  fhould 
be  fo  grofsly  mifreprefented  to  the  public,  by  curi- 
ous inquilitive  heads,  who  proceed  altogether  upon 
conjectures,  and  in  reafoning  upon  affairs  of  (late, 
are  fare  to  be  miftaken,  by  fearching  too  deep. 
And  as  I  have  known  this  to  be  the  frequent  error 
of  many  others,  fo  I  am  fure  it  hath  been  perpetu- 
ally mine,  whenever  I  have  attempted  to  difcover 
the  ca'ufe  of  political  events  by  refinement  and  con- 
jecture ;  which  I  muft  acknowledge  hath  very 
much  abated  my  veneration  for  what  they  call 
arcana  imperil  whereof  J  dare  pronounce,  that  the 
fewer  there  are  in  any  adminiftration,  itisjuftfo 
much  the  better. 

What  I  have  hitherto  faid,  hath  by  no  means 
been  intended  to  detract  from  the  qualities  requisite 
in  thofe,  who  are  trulted  with  the  adminiftraiion 
of  public  affairs ;  on  the  contrary,  I  know  no  fta- 
tion  of  life,  where  great  abilities  and  virtues  of  all 
kinds  are  fo  highly  nccefTiry,  and  where  the  want 
of  any  is  fo  quickly  or  univerfally  felt.  A  great 
minifler  hath  no  virtue  for  which  the  public  may 
not  be  the  better,  nor  any  defect  by  which  the 
public  is  not  certainly  a  fulterer.  I  have  known 
more  than  once  or  twice,  within  four  years  pafr, 
an  omiflion,  in  appearance  very  fmall,  prove  al- 
moft  fatal  to  a  whole  fcheme,  and  very  hardly  re- 
retrieved.  It  is  not  always  iufiicient  for  the  per- 

i  fon 
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Ton  at  the  helm,  that  he  is  intrepid  in  his  nature, 
free  from  any  tincture  of  avarice  or  corruption,  and 
that  he  hath  great  natural  and  acquired  abilities. 

I  never  thought  the  reputation  of  much  fecrecy 
was  a  character  of  any  advantage  to  a  minifter,  be- 
caufe  it  put  all  other  men  upon  their  guard  to  be 
as  fecret  as  he,  and  was  consequently  the  occafion 
that  perfons  and  things  were  always  milreprefcmed 
to  him  :  becaufe  likewife,  too  great  an  affectation 
of  fecrecy  is  ufually  thought  to  be  attended  with 
thofe  little  intrigues  and  reiinements,  which  among 
the  vulgar  denominate  a  man  a  great  politician;  but 
among  others  is  apt,  whether  defervedly  or  no,  to 
acquire  the  opinion  of  cunning  :  a  talent,  which 
differs  as  much  from  the  true  knowledge  of  govern- 
ment, as  that  of  an  attorney  from  an  able  lawyer. 
Neither  indeed  am  I  altogether  convinced,  that  thrs 
habit  of  multiplying  fee  rets  may  not  be  carried  on, 
i-b  far  as  to  flop  that  communication  which  is  ne- 
ceflary,  in  fome  degree,  among  all  who  have  any 
confiderable  part  in  the  management  of  public  af- 
fairs: becaufe  1  have  oblerved  the  inconveniencies 
ariiing  from  a  want  of  love  between  thofe  who  were 
to  give  directions,  to  have  been  of  as  511  confequence 
as  any  that  could  happen  from  the  difcovery  of  fe- 
crets.  I  fuppofe,  when  a  building  is  to  be  erected, 
the  model  may  be  the  contrivance  only  of  one  head  j 
and  it  is  fufficient  that  the  under-workmen  be  or- 
dered to  cut  ftones  into  certain  fhapes,  and  place 
them  in  certain  pofitions  :  but  the  feveral  mailer- 
builders  muft  have  fome  general  knowledge  of  the 
defign,  without  which  they  can  give  no  orders  at 
all.  And,  indeed,  I  do  not  know  a  greater  mark 
of  an  able  minifter,  than  that  of  rightly  adapting 
the  feveral  faculties  of  men  ;  nor  is  anv  thins;  moie 

^  O 

to  be  lamented  than  the  impracticablenefs  of  doing 
this  in  any  great  degree  under  cur  prefent  circum- 
fiances,  while  fo  rn.ny  Jhut  thtmfelves  out  by  ad- 
hering to  a  faction,  and  while  the  court  is  inflaved 
VOL.  V.  F  f  to 
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to  the  impatience  of  others,  who  deiire  to  fell  their 
vote,  or  their  intereft,  as  clear  as  they  can.  But 
whether  this  hath  not  been  fubinitted  to  more  than 
was  necefi'-iry,  whether  it  hath  not  been  dangerous 
in  the  example,  and  pernicious  in  the  practice,  I 
will  leave  to  the  inquiry  of  thofe  who  can  better  de- 
termine. 

It  may  be  matter  of  no  little  admiration  to  confl- 
der  in  fome  lights  the  ilate  of  affairs  among  us  for 

^_^  ^-* 

four  years  pait.  The  Qu_sen  finding  herfelf,  and 
the  majority  of  her  kingdom,  grown  weary  of  the 
avarice, and  irifolence,  the  mistaken  politics,  and 
deftruftive  principles  or  her  former  ministers.;  calls 
to  theferviceof  the  public  another  fet  of  men,  who, 
by  confeffion  of  their  enemies,  had  equal  abilities 
at  lean:  with  their  predeceffors ;  whofe  intereft  made 
-it  neceflary  for  them,  (although  their  inclinations 
had  been  otherwifev}  to  act  upon  thofe  maxims, 
which  were  mod  agreeable  to  the  constitution  in 
church  and  ftate ;  whofe  birth  and  patrimonies  gave 
them  weight  in  the  nation  ;  and  who  (I  fpeak  of 
thofe  who  were  to  have  the  chief  part  in  affairs,) 
had  long  lived  under  the  ftricteft  bonus  of  frietid- 
iliip  :  with  all  thefe  advantages,  fupported  by  a  vaft 
majority  of  the  landed  intereft,  and  the  inferior 
clergy  almoft  to  a  man,  we  have  feveral  times  feen 
the  prefent  adminiftration  in  the  greateft  diftrefs, 
and  very  near  the  brink  of  ruin,  together  with  the 
caufe  of  the  church  and  monarchy  committed  to 
their  charge;  neither  doth  it  appear  to  me  at  the 
minute  I  am  now  writing,  that  their  power  or  du- 
ration are  upon  any  tolerable  foot  of  fecurity :  which 
I  do  not  fo  much  impute  to  the  addrefs  and  induf- 
try  of  their  enemies,  as  to  fome  failures  among 
themfelves,  which  I  think  have  been  full  as  viiible 
in  their  caufes  as  their  effects. 

Nothing  hath  given  me  greater  indignation  thaa 
to  behold  a  miniftry,  who  came  with  the  advantages 
I  have  reprefented,  acting  ever  fince  upon  the  de- 

feufive 
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fenfive  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  with  a  majority  OH 
their  tide,  and,  inftead  of  calling  others  to  account, 
as  it  was  reaibnably  expected,  mifpending  their 
time  and  iofing  many  (opportunities  of  doing  good, 
bccaule  a  itruggling  r.-ction  kept  them  continually 
in  play.  Thib  coinage  among  the  adverfaries  of 
the  court  was  iivoired  into  them  by  vaiions  inci- 

i  * 

denib,  for  every  one  oi-  which  I  think  the  minitltTs, 
01  (it  that  was  the  cale.)  the  miniiicr  alone  is  to 
an  Aver 

For,  firft,  that  race  of  politicians,  who  in  the. 
cant  phrafe  arc  called  the  ivhimftcah  *,  was  never 
fo  numerous,  or  at  Icaft  fo  active,  as  it  hath  been 
fince  the  great  change  at  court ;  mar.y  of  thole  who 
pretended  wholly  to  be  in  with  the  principles,  upoa 
which  her  Majefty  and  her  new  iervants  proceeded, 
either  abienting  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  indif- 
ference, in  thole  conjunctures  whereon  the  who'* 
caufe  depended,  or  Tiding  directly  with  the  enemy. 

I  very  well  remember,  when  this  mini ilry  was  not 
above  a  year  old,  there  was  a  little  murmuring 
among  fuch  as  are  called  the  higher  Tories  or 
Churchmen,  that  quicker  progrefs  was  not  made  in 
removing  thofe  of  the  difcomented  party  out  of  em- 
ployments. I  remember  likewife,  the  reafonings 
upon  this  matter  were  various,  even  among  many 
who  were  allowed  to  know  a  good  deal  of  the  in- 
fide  of  the  court :  forne  fuppofed  the  Queen  was  at 
firft  prevailed  on  to  make  that  great  change,  with 
no  other  view  than  that  of  acting  for  the  future  up- 
on a  moderating  fcheme,  in  order  to  reconcile  both 
parties ;  and  I  believe  there  might  poflibly  have  been 
ibme  grounds  for  this  fuppoiition.  Others  con- 
ceived the  employments  were  left  undifpofed  of,  in 

*  Whimficals  were  Tories  who  hid  been  eager  for  the  conclufioa 
of  the  peace,  titl  the  treaties  were  perfetfxd,  then  they  cculd  ccme 
up  TO  no  direcft  approbation.  In  the  clamour  raifed  about  the  danger 
of  the  fucceflion,  they  joined  the  Whigs,  and  declared  directly  againft 
their  paity,  and  affefted  in  mod  other  points  a  moft  glorious  neutra- 
lity. See  Bolingbroke's  letter  to  Wyndbam,  p.  48,  49. 

F  f  2  order 
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order  to  keep  alive  the  hopes  of  many  more  impa- 
iient  candidates  than  ever  could  be  gratified.  This 
hath  fince  been  looked  on  as  a  very  high  ftrain  of 
politics,  and  to  have  fucceeded  accordingly  ;  becaufe 
it  is  the  opinion  of  many,  that  the  numerous  pre- 
tenders to  places  would  never  have  been  kept  in  or- 
der, if  all  expectation  had  been  cut  off.  Others 
were  yet  more  refined  ;  and  thought  it  neither  wife 
nor  iafe  wholly  to  extinguifh  all  oppoiition  from 
ihe  other  fide  ;  becaufe  in  the  nature  of  things  it 
was  abfolutely  necefiary  that  there  fhould  be  parties 
in  an  Engliih  parliament ;  and  a  faction,  already 
odious  to  the  people,  might  be  fullered  to  continue 
with  lefs  danger,  than  any  new  one  that  could  arile, 
To  confirm  this,  it  was  faid,  that  the  majority  in 
the  Houfe  or  Commons  was  too  great  on  the  fide  of 
the  High-church,  and  began  to  form  themfelves  in- 
to a  body,  (by  the  name  of  the  October  Club,)  in 
order  to  put  the  mmiftry  under  fubjtction.  Lailly., 
the  danger  of  introducing  too  great  a  number  of 
unexperienced  men  at  once  into  office,  was  urged 
as  an  irrefragable  reafon  for  making  changes  by  flow 
degrees.  To  diicard  an  able  officer  from  an  em- 
ployment, or  part  of  a  commifiion,  where  the  re- 
venue or  trade  were  concerned,  fjr  no  other  reafon 
but  differing  in  fome  principles  of  government, 
might  be  of  terrible  coniequence. 

However,  it  is  certain,  that  none  of  thefe  excufes 
were  able  to  pafs  among  men,  who  argued  only 
from  the  principles  of  general  reafon.  For  firft, 
they  looked  iif.on  all  ichemeb  of  comprehension  to 
b»  as  vifioaary  and  impoilible  in  the  Mate,  as  in  the 
church.  Secondly,  while  the  fpirit  railed  by  the 
trial  of  Dr-  Sacheverel  continued  in  motion,  men 
were  not  io  keen  upon  corning  in  themfelves,  as  to 
fee  their  enemies  out,  and  deprived  of  all  afiillance 
to  do  mifchief :  and  it  is  urged  further,  that  this 
general  ambirion  of  hunting  after  place?,  grew 
chiefly  from  feeing  them  fo  longundifpofed  of,  and 

from 
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from  too  general  an  encouragement  by  promifes,  to 
all  who  were  thought  capable  of  doing  either  good 
or  hurt.  Thirdly,  the  fear  of  creating  another 
party,  in  cafe  the  prefent  faction  were  wholly  fub* 
dued,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  plain  men,  and  in  re* 
gard  jo  the  iituation  of  our  affairs,  too  great  a  fa- 
crifice  of  the  nation's  fafety  to  the  genius  of  politics} 
confidering  how  much  was  to  be  done,  and  how 
little  time  might  probably  be  allowed.  Bdidcs,  the 
tlivifions  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons  into  court  and 
country  parties,  which  vr<\s  the  evil  they  itemed  to- 
apprehend,  could  never  be  dangerous  to  a  good 
miniftry,  who  had  the  true  intereft  and  confutation, 
of  their  country  at  heart :  as  for  the  appreheniioi» 
of  too  great  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Gfctnmcmsr* 
it  appeared  to  be  fo  vain,  that  upon  fome  points  of 
importance  the  court  was  hardly  able  to  procure  one. 
And  the  October  Club,  which  appeared  fo  formi- 
dable at  firft  to  fome  politicians,  proved  in  the  fe- 
quel  to  be  the  chief  fupport  of  thofe  who  fufp;ctecl 
them.  It  was  likewife  verv  well  known  that  the 

0 

greateft  part  of  thofe  men,  whom  the  former  mi- 
niftry left  in  poiTcffion  of  employments,  were  loud- 
ly charged  with  infufficiency  or  corruption,  over 
and  above  their  obnoxious  tenets  in  religion  and  go- 
vernment;  fo  that  it  would  have  been  a  matter  o£ 
fome  difficulty  to  make  a  worfe  choice  ;  betides,  that 
plea  for  keeping  men  of  factious  principles  in  em* 
ployment  upon  the  fcore  of  their  abilities,  was 
thought  to  be  extended  a  little  too  far,  and  con- 
ftrued  to  take  in  all  employments  whatfoever,  al- 
though many  of  them  required  no  more  abilities- 
than  would  ferve  to  qualify  a  gentleman  uflier  at 
court  :  fo  that  this  la  ft  excufe  for  the  very  flow 
fteps  made  in  difarming  the  adverfaries  of  the. 
crown,  was  allowed  indeed  to  have  more  plauiibi- 
lity,  but  lei's  truth  than  any  of  the  former, 

I  do  not  here  pretend  to  condemn    the  counfelr 
or  actions  of  the-  prefent  miniftry  :   their  fafccy 

F  f 


342     SOME  FREE  THOUGHTS  UPON 

intereft  are  vifibly  united  with  thofe  of  the  public  ; 
they  are  perfons  of  unqueftioriable  abilities,  altoge- 
altogether  unfufpected  of  avarice  or  corruption, 
and  have  the  advantage  to  be  further  recommended 
by  the  dread  and  hatred  of  the  oppofite  faction. 
However,  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  zeal  of  their 
friends  hath  been  cooling  towards  them  for  above 
two  years  paft  ;  they  have  been  frequently  deferted 
or  diflreflld  upon  the  moft  preffing  occafions,  and 
very  near  giving  up  in  defpair  :  their  characters  have 
been  often  treated  with  the  utmoft  barbarity  and 
injuftice  in  boih  houfes,  by  fcunilous  and  enraged 
orators  ;  while  their  neareft  friends,  and  even  thofe 
who  mu ft  have  a  (hare  in  their  difgrace,  never  of- 
fered a  word  in  their  vindication. 

When  I  examine  with  myfelf  what  occafions  the 
miniftry  may  have  given  for  this  coldnefi,  incon- 
ftancy,  and  difcontent  among  their  friends,  I  at 
the  fame  time  recollect  the  various  conjectures,  rea- 
jfonings,  and  fufpicions,  which  have  run  fo  freely 
for  three  years  paft,  concerning  the  deligns  of  the 
court :  I  do  not  only  mean  fuch  conjectures,  as  are 
born  in  a  coffee-houfe,  or  invented  by  the  malice 
of  a  party,  but  alfothe  concluiions  (however  mifta- 
Jken,)  of  wife  and  good  men,  whofe  quality  and  fta- 
tion  fitted  them  to  underftand  the  reafon  of  public 
proceedings,  and  in  whofe  power  it  lay  to  recom- 
mend or  difgrace  an  adminiftration  to  the  people.  I 
muft  therefore  take  the  boldnels  to  aflert,  that  all 
thefe  difcontents,  how  ruinous  foever  they  may 
prove  in  the  confequences,  have  moft  unneceffarily 
arifen  from  the  want  of  a  due  communication  and 
concert.  Every  man  muft  have  a  light  fufficient  for 
the  length  of  the  way  he  is  appointed  to  go  ;  there 
is  a  degree  of  confidence  due  to  all  ftations  ;  and  a 
petty  conftable  will  neither  act  chearfully  or  wifely 
without  that  ihare  of  it,  which  properly  belongs  to 
him  :  although  the  main  fpring  in  a  watch  be  out 
of  light,  there  is  an  intermediate  communication 

between 
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between  it  and  the  (mailed  wheel,  or  elfe  no  ufeful- 
motion  could  be  performed.  This  referved  myfte- 
rious  way  of  acting,  upon  points  where  there  ap- 
peared not  the  leait  occafion  for  it,  and  towards 
pcrfons,  who  at  leaft,  in  right  of  their  potts,  ex- 
p  £tcd  a  more  open  treatment,  was  imputed  to  fomc 
hidden  defign,  which  every  man  conjectured  to  be 
the  very  thing  he  was  molt  afraid  of.  Thofe  who 
profefled  the  height  of  what  is  called  the  church 
principle,  fufpected,  that  a  comprehension  was  in- 
tended, wherein  the  moderate  men  on  both  fides 
might  be  equally  employed.  Others  went  farther, 
and  dreaded  fuch  a  comp'  ehenflon,  as  directly  tend- 
ing to  bring  the  old  exploded  principles  and  perfons 
once  more  into  play.  Again,  fome  affected  to  be 
uneafy  about  the  fucceffion,  and  Teemed  to  think 
there  was  a  view  of  introducing  that  perfon,  what- 
ever he  is,  who  pretends  to  claim  the  crown  by  in- 
heritance. Others,  efpecially  of  Lte,  furmifed  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  demands  of  the  houfe  of 
Hanover  were  induftriouily  fomented  by  fome  in 

power,  without  the  privity  of  the  — —  or  . 

Now,  although  thefe  accufations  were  too  inconfif- 
tent  to  be  all  of  them  true,  yet  they  were  malici- 
oufly  fuffered  to  pafs,  and  thereby  took  off  much 
of  that  popularity,  which  thofe  at  the  helm  ftood 
in  need  of,  to  fupport  them  under  the  difficulties 
of  a  long  perplexing  negotiation,  a  daily  addition  of 
public  debts,  and  an  exhaufted  treafury. 

But  the  effects  of  this  myftical  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding did  not  end  here  :  for  the  late  diflenfions 
between  the  great  men  a:  court  (which  have  been, 
for  fome  time  paft,  the  public  entertainment  of  eve- 
ry coffeehoufe,)  are  faid  to  have  arifen  from  the 
fame  fountain ;  while  on  one  fide  very  great  re- 
ferve,  and  certainly  very  great  refentment  on  the 
other  *,  if  we  may  believe  general  report,  (for  I 

*  Lord  Oxford's  referve  was  the  caufe  of  Bolingbroke's  refentment. 

pretend 
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pretend  to  know  no  farther,)  have  inflamed  animo-- 
lities  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  make  all  reconcilement 
impracticable.  Suppofing  this  to  be  true,  it  may 
ierve  for  a  great  lefTon  of  humiliation  to  mankind, 
to  behold  the  habits  and  paffions  of  men,  otherwife 
highly  accompliihed,  triumphing  over  intereft, 
friendfhip,  honour,  and  their  own  perfonal  fafety> 
as  well  as  that  of  their  country,  and  probably  of  a 
rnoft  gracious  princefs,  who  hath  intruiled  it  to 
them.  A  {hip's  crew  quarreling  in  a  ilorm,  or 
while  their  enemies  are  within  gun-ihot,  is  but  a 
faint  idea  of  this  fatal  infatuation  :  of  which,  altho' 
it  be  hard  to  lay  enough,  fome  people  may  think 
perhaps  I  have  already  laid  too  much. 

Since  this  unhappy  incident,  the  defertion  of 
friends,  and  lofs  of  reputation,  have  been  fo  great, 
that  I  do  not  fee  how  the  minifters  could  have  con- 
tinued many  weeks  in  their  ftations,  if  their  oppo- 
iers  of  all  kinds  had  agreed  about  the  me; hods  by 
which  they  fhould  be  ruined  :  and  their  prefervation 
hitherto  feems  to  relemble  his,  who  had  two  poi- 
ibns  given  him  together  of  contrary  operations. 

It  may  feem  very  impertinent  in  one  of  my  level 
to  point  out  to  thofe  who  fit  at  the  helm,  what 
courfe  they  ought  to  fteer.  I  know  enough  of  courts 
to  be  fenlible,  how  mean  an  opinion  great  mirmters 
have  of  moft  men's  understanding  ;  to  a  degree, 
that  in  any  other  fcience  would  be  called  the  grof- 
feft  pedantry.  However,  unlefs  I  'offer  n,y  fenti- 
ments  in  this  point,  all  I  have  hitherto  faid  will  be 
to  no  purpofe. 

The  general  wifhes  and  defires  of  a  people  are 
perhaps  more  obvious  to  other  men,  than  to  mini- 
fters  of  ftate.  There  are  two  points  of  the  higheft 
importance,  wherein  a  very  great  majority  of  the 
kingdom  appear  perfectly  hearty  and  unanimous. 
Hrrt,  that  the  church  of  England  fhould  be  pre- 
ferved  entire  in  all  her  rights,  powers  and  privileges; 
jail  doctrines  relating  to  government  diicouraged, 

which 
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which  fhe  condemns  ;  all  fchifms,  ftcls  and  here- 
fies  difcountenanced  and  kept  under  due  fubjecYion, 
as  far  as  confifts  with  the  lenity  of  our  conftitution  ; 
her  open  enemies  (among  whom  I  include  at  leaft. 
diilenters  of  all  denominations;  nottrufted  with  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  civil  or  military  power  ;  and  her 
fecret  adverfaries,  under  the  name  of  Whigs,  Low- 
church,  Republicans,  Moderation  men  and  the 
like,  receive  ho  marks  of  favour  from  the  crown, 
but  what  they  fhould  deferve  by  a  fincere  reforma- 
tion. 

Had  this  point  been  fteadily  purfued  in  all  its 
parts,  for  three  years  paft,  and  ailerted  as  the  a- 
vowed  refolution  of  the  court,  there  muil  probably 
have  been  an  end  of  faction,  which  hath  been  able 
ever  fince  with  fo  much  vigour  to  difturb  and  in- 
fult  the  administration.  I  know  very  well,  that 
fome  refiners  pretend  to  argue  for  the  ufefulnefs 
of  parties  in  fuch  a  government  as  ours  :  I  have 
faid  Something  of  this  already,  and  have  heard  a 
great  many  idle  wife  topics  upon  the  iubject  But 
I  flaall  not  argue  that  matter  at.  prefent  ;  I  fuppoie^. 
if  a  man  thinks  it  necefTary  to  play  with  a  ferpenty 
he  will  chufe  one  of  a  kind  that  is  leaft  mifchiev- 
ous  ;.  otherwife,  although  it  appears  to  be  cruihed, 
it  may  have  life  enough  to  fting  him  to  death.  So,. 
I  think  it  is  not  fafe  tampering  with  the  prefent 
faction,  at  lead  at  this  juncture :  fir  ft,,  becaufe 
their  principles  and  practices  have  been  already  ve- 
ry dangerous  to  the  conftitution  in  church  and 
ftafe  :  fecondly,  becaufe  they  are  highly  irritated 
with  the  lofs  of  their  power,  full  of  venom  and 
vengeance,  and  prepared  to  execute  every  thing 
that  rage  or  malice  can  fuggeft :  but  principally  be- 
caufe they  have  prevailed  by  mifreprefefltauons  and 
other  artifices,  to  make  the  fucccilbr  look  upon 
them  as  the  only  perfons  he  can  truft :  upon  which 
account  they  cannot  be  too  foon,  or  too  much  dif- 
abl^d  :  neither  will  England  ever  be  fafe  from  the 
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attempts  of  this  wicked  confederacy,  until  their 
jftrength  and  intercft  be  fo  far  reduced,  that,  for 
the  future  it  (hall  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  crown 
although  in  conjunction  with  any  rich  and  factious 
body  ot  men,  to  chule  an  ill  majority  in  the  Houie 
oi  Commons. 

One  Itcp  very  neceflary  to  this  great  work,  will 
be  to  regulate  the  army,  and  chiefly  thofe  troops, 
which  in  their  turns  have  the  care  of  her  Majefty'a 
per  on  ;  who  are  moil  of  them  fitter  to  guard  a 
prince  under  an  high  court  of  juilice,  than  leated 
on  'he  throne.  The  peculiar  hand  of  providence 
huh  hatherto  prefei'ved  her  Majeity,  encompaffed, 
whether  fleeping  or  travelling,  by  her  enemies  : 
bu  lince  religion  teacheth  us,  that  providence^ 
ou:  ht  not  to  be  tempted,  it  is  ill  venturing  to  truft 
that  precious  life  any  longer  to  thole,  who,  by 
then  public  behaviour  and  difcourfe,  difcover  their 
impaii-.nce  to  fee  it  at  an  end  ;  that  they  may  have 
liberty  to  be  the  inftruments  of  glutting  at  once  the 
revenge  of  their  patrons  and  their  own.  It  fhould 
be  well  remembered,  what  a  fatisfaction  thele  gen- 
tlemen (after  the  example  of  their  betters)  were  fo 
fanguine  to  exprefs  upon  the  Queen's  laft  illnefs  at 
Windlbr,  and  what  threatenings  they  ufed  of  retuf- 
ing  to  obey  their  general,  in  cafe  that  illnefs  had 
proved  fatal.  Nor  do  I  think  it  a  want  of  charity 
to  fufpcct,  that,  in  fuch  an  evil  day,  an  enrag- 
ed faction  would  be  highly  pleafed  with  the 
power  of  the  fword,  and  with  great  connivance 
leave  it  fo  long  unfheathed,  until  they  were  got 
rid  of  their  moil:  formidable  adverfaries.  In  the 
mean  time  it  muft  be  a  very  melancholy  profpect, 
that,  whenever  ic  mall  pleaie  God  to  viiit  us  with 
this  calamity,  thofe  who  are  paid  to  be  defenders 
of  the  civil  power,  will  ftand  ready  for  any  acts  of 
violence,  that  a  junto,  compofed  of  the  greateft  e- 
nemies  to  the  conftitution,  fhall  think  fit  to  enjoin 
them, 

The 
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The  other  point  of  great  impoitance  is  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  proteftant  fucceffion  in  the  houfe  ot  Ha- 
nover: not  from  any  partiality  to  that  illuftrious 
lioufe,  further  than  as  it  hath  had  the  honour  to 
mingle  with  the  blood  royal  of  England,  and  is  the 
neareft  branch  of  our  legal  line  reformed  from  po- 
pery. This  point  hath  one  advantage  over  the  for- 
mer, that  both  parties  profefs  to  defire  the  fame 
bleffing  for  pofterity,  but  differ  about  the  means  of" 
fecuring  it.  From  whence  it  hath  come  to  pafs, 
that  the  proteftant  fucceffion,  in  appearance  the 
defire  of  the  whole  nation,  hath  proved  the  great- 
eft  topic  of  {lander,  jealoufy,  fufpicion  and  difcon- 
tent. 

I  have  been  fo  curious  as  to  aik  feveral  acquain- 
tances among  the  oppoiite  party,  whether  they,  or 
their  .leaders,  did  really  fufpect  there  had  been  ever 
'any  deiign  in  the  mmiftry  to  weaken  the  fucceffion 
in  favour  of  the  pretender,  or  of  any  other  perfon 
\vhatfoever.  Some  of  them  freely  anfwered  in  the 
negative  :  others  were  of  the  lame  opinion,  bur  ad- 
ded, they  did  not  know  what  might  be  done  in 
time,  and  upon  farther  provocations :  others  again 
ieemed  to  t>elieve  the  affirmative,  but  could  never 
produce  any  plaufible  grounds  for  their  belief.  I 
have  likewrie  been  allured  by  a  perfon  of  fome  con- 
fequence,  that,  during  a  very  near  and  conftant 
familiarity  with  the  great  men  at  court  for  four 
years  paft,  he  never  could  obferve,  even  in  thofe 
hours  of  converfution  where  there  is  ufually  leaft 
reftraint,  that  one  word  ever  pa/Ted  among  them  to 
Ihew  a  diflike  to  the  prefent  iettlement ;  although 
they  would  fometimcs  lament,  that  the  falfe  repre- 
fentation  of  thcir's  and  the  kingdom's  enemies  had 
made  fome  imprcffions  in  the  mind  of  thcfucceflbr. 
As  to  my  own  circle  of  acquaintance,  I  can  fafely 
affirm,  that,  excepting  thole  who  are  nonjurors  by 
profeffion,  1  have  not  met  with  above  two  perfons 
who  appeared  to  have  any  fcruples  concerning  the 
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prefent  limitation  of  the  crown.  I  therefore  think' 
it  may  very  impartially  be  pronounced,  that  the 
number  of  thofe,  who  wifh  to  fee  the  fon  of  the 
abdicated  prince  upon  the  throne,  is  altogether  in- 
conriderable.  And  further,  I  believe  k  will  be 
found,  that  there  are  none  who  fo  much  dread  a- 
ny  attempt  he  fhall  make  for  the  recovery  of  his 
imagined  rights,  as  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Eng- 
land ;  who  love  their  freedom  and  properties  too 
well  to  defire  his  entrance  by  a  French  army,  and  3. 
£eld  of  blood  ;  who  muft  continue  upon  the  fame 
foot  if  he  changeth  his  religion,  and  muft  expect 
to  be  the  fir  ft  and  greateft  f offerers  if  he  fhould 
happen  to  fail. 

As  to  the  perfon  of  this  nominal  prince,  he  lies 
'•under  all  manner  of  difadvantages :  the  vulgar  i- 
magine  him  to  have  been  a  child  impofed  upon 
the  nation,  by  the  fraudulent  zeal  of  his  parents 
and  their  bigotted  counfellors  ;  who  took  fpecial 
care,  againft  all  the  rules  of  common  policy,  to  e- 
ducate  him  in  their  hattful  fuperftition,  fucked  in 
\vith  his  milk  and  confirmed  in  his  manhood,  too 
ftrong  to  be  now  (haken  by  Mr.  Lefley  *  ;  and  a 
counterfeit  converfation  will  be  too  grofs  to  pafs 
upon  the  kingdom,  after  what  we  have  ieen  and 
fuifered  from  the  like  practice  in  his  father.  He  is 
likewife  laid  to  be  of  weak  intellectuals,  and  an  un- 
found  confHtution  :  he  was  treated  contemptibly  e- 
nough  by  the  young  princes  of  France,  even  dur- 
ing the  war ;  is  now  wholly  neglected  by  that 
crown,  and  driven  to  live  in  exile  upon  a  fmall  ex» 
hibition  :  he  is  utterly  unknown  in  England,  which 
he  left  in  the  cradle':  his  father's  friends  are  moft 
of  them  dead,  the  reft  antiquated  or  poor.  Six  and 

*  Lefley  \vas  a  noniuri^g  clergyman,  who  wrote  a  letter  from 
E.irh-.duc  in  Li.rram,  the  p. 'ace  rf  ihc  ^re'.endcr's  rcfidtnce,  a^dreijcd 
to  a  member  of parujment  in  L  TUMI,  in  praife  and  on  behalf  of 
his  prime,  Tne  kttcr  vv.  s  prinu  j,  and  publicly  handed  alcut  in 
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twenty  years  have  almoft  pan:  fince  the  revolution, 
and  the  bulk  of  thofe  who  are  now  moft  in  action, 
cither  at  court,  in  parliament,  or  public  offices, 
were  then  boys  at  ichool  or  the  universities,  and 
look  upon  that  great  change  to  have  happened  dur- 
ing a  period  of  time  for  which  they  are  not  ac- 
countable. The  logic  of  the  higheft  tories  is  now, 
that  this  was  the  eftablifhment  they  found,  as  Toon 
as  they  arrived  to  a  capacity  of  judging;  that  they 
had  no  hand  in  turning  out  the  late  king,  and 
therefore  have  no  crime  to  anfwer  for,  if  it  were  a- 
ny  :  that  the  inheritance  to  the  crown  is  fixed  in 
ptuTuance  of  laws  made  ever  fince  their  remem- 
brance, by  which  all  pa  pi  ft  s  are  excluded,  and  they 
have  no  other  rule  to  go  by  :  that  they  will  no 
more  difpute  King  William  Ill's,  title,  than  King 
William  I's.;  iince  they  muft  have  recourfe  to  hi- 
ftory  for  both  :  that  they  have  been  inftrucled  in 
the  doctrines  of  paffive  obedience,  non-refiftance 
and  hereditary- right,  and  find  them  all  neceffkry 
for  preferving  the  prefent  eftablifhment  in  church 
and  <iate,  and  for  continuing  the  fucceffion  in  the 
houfe  of  Hanover,  and  muft,  in  their  own  opinion 
renounce  all  thofe  doctrines,  by  fetting  up  any  o- 
t-her  title  to  the  crown.  This,  I  fay,  feems  to  be 
the  political  creed  of  all  the  high-principled  men  I 
have  for  fome  time  met  with  of  forty  years  old  and 
under;  which  alchough  I  do  not  pretend  to  juftify 
in  every  part,  yet  I  am  fure  it  fets  the  proteftant 
fucceffion  upon  a  much  firmer  foundation,  than  all 
the  indigefted  fchemes  of  thofe  who  profefs  to  act 
upon  what  they  call  revolution-principles. 

Neither  ftioukl  it  perhaps  be  foon  forgotten,  that-, 
during  the  greateft  licentioufnefs  of  the  prefs,  while 
the  facred  character  of  the  Queen  was  every  day  in- 
fulted  in  factious  papers  and  ballads,  not  the  lead 
reflecting  iniinuation  ever  appeared  againft  the  Ha- 
nover family,  whatever  occafiou  was  offered  to  in- 
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temperate  pens,  by    the:  raftinefs  or  indifcretion  of 
one  or  two  miniilers  irom  thence. 

From  all  thefe  coniidcraiionb,  I  muft  therefore 
lay  it  down  as  an  inconteftabie  truth,  that  the  fuc- 
ccflion  to  theie  kingdom;  in  the  illuftnoii;  houfe  of 
Hanover,  is  as  firmly  fecund  as  the  nature  of  the 
thing  can  poilibly  admit  by  the  oaths  of  all  thofe 
who  are  imruiled  with  any  office,  by  the  very  prin- 
ciples o£  thole  who  are  termed  the  High  Church, 
by  the  general  inclinations  of  the  people,  by thein- 
flgnificancy  of  that  perfon  who  claims  it  from  in- 
heritance and  the  little  affiirance  lie  can  expect,  ei- 
ther from  princes  abroad,  or  adherents  at  home. 

However,  fmce  the  virulent  oppofersof  the  queen 
and  her  adminiftration,  have  io  far  prevailed  by 
their  emirTaries  at  the  court  of  Hanover,  and  by 
their  practices  upon  one  or  two  ignorant,  unman- 
nerly MelTengers  from  thence,  as  to  make  the  Elec- 
tor de/ire  fome  farther  iecurity,  and  fend  over  a 
Memorial  here  10  that.end  :  I  he  great  queftion  is, 
how  to  give  reafonable  fatisfaction  to  His  Highnefs, 
and  (what  is  infinitely  of  greater  confequence)  at 
the  fame  time,  confult  the  honour  and  fafety  of 
the  Queen,  whofe  quiet  Pofllffion  is  of  much  more 
.confequence  to  us  of  the  prefcnt  age,  than  his  Re- 
verfion.  The  fubftance  of  his  memorial,  if  I  re- 
tain it  right,  is  to  deiire  that  fome  one  of  his  fami- 
ly might  live  in  England,  with  iuch  a  maintenance 
as  is  ufual  to  thofe  of  the  royal  blood,  and  that 
certain  titles  fliould  be  conferred  upon  the  reft,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  cuftom.  The  memorial  doth 
not  fpecify  which  of  the  family  fhould  be  invited 
l.o  refide  here;  and  if  it  had,  I  believe  however  her 
Majefty  would  have  looked  upon  it  as  a  circum- 
glance  left,  to  her  own  choice. 

But,  as.  all  this  is  moft  manifeftly  unneceiTary  in 
.jifelf,  and  only  in  compliance  with  the  miftaken 
doubts  of  a  presumptive  heir  :  fo  the  nation  would 
(to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Stee))  txpfcl,  that ' 
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her  Majeity  ihould  be  made  perfectly  eafy  from 
that  lide  for  the  future  ;  no  more  to  be  alarmed  with 
appi  eheulions  of  viiits  or  demands  of  writs,  where 
*  ihe  hath  not  thought  fit  to  give  any  invitation, 
The  nation  would  likewife  expert,  that  there  ihould 
be  an  end  of  all  private  commerce  between  that 
court  and  the  leaders  of  a  party  here  ;  and,  that 
his  Kle&oral  Highncfs  ihould  declare  himfelf  entire- 
ly fatisfied  with  all  her  iV]ajefty?*  proceedings,  her 
treaties  of  peace  and  commerce,  her  alliances  abroad 
her  choice  of  miniflers  at  home,  and  particularly 
in  her  moft  gracious  condefcenfions,  to  hisrequeft  : 
that  he  would,  upon  all  proper  occafions,  and  in 
the  moft  public  manner,  difcover  his  utter  diflike 
of  factious  psrlons  and  principles,  but,  e-fpecially 
of  that  party,  which  under  the  pretence  or  fhelter 
of  his  protection,  hath  fo  longdifquieted  the  king- 
dom :  and  laftly,  that  he  would  acknowledge  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Queen,  and  juftice  of  the  nation, 
in  fo  fully  fecuring  the  fucceffion  to  his  family. 

It  is  indeed  a  problem  which  I  could  never  com- 
prehended, why  the  court  of  Hanover,  who  have 
all  along  thought  themfelve^  fo  perfectly  fecure  in 
the  af&clions,  the  principles,  and  the  profeffions  of 
the  Low-Church  party,  ihould  net  have  endeavour- 
ed, according  to  the  ufual  politics  of  princes,  to 
gain  over  thofe  who  were  represented  as  their  ene- 
mies ;  ilnce  thefe  fuppo'.ed  enemies  had  fo  many  ad- 
vances, were  in  poiltilion  of  all  the  powers,  had 
framed  the  very  Settlement  to  which  that  illuftrious 
family  owes  its  claim ;  had  all  of  them  abjured  the 
pretender;  were  now  employed  in 'the  great  offices 
of  ftate,  and  compofed  a  majority  in  both  houies 
of  parliament.  Not  to  mention,  that  the  Queen 

*  Baron  Schutz,  envoy  extraordinary  from  the  E!c£lor  of  Hanover, 
demanded  a  Writ  for  the  Electoral  Prince  to  fit  in  the  hojfe  of  Peers 
as  Duke  of  Cambridge,  and  it  was  expetled,  that  his  Highneis  would 
have  made  a  vifit  to  the  Court  of  London. 

G  g  2  her- 
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herfelf,  with  the  bulk  of  the  landed  gentry  and 
commonalty  throughout  the  kingdom,  were  of  the 
number.  This,  one  would  think,  might  be  a  ftrengd* 
fufficient  not  only  to  obftruct  but  to  beftow  a  fuc- 
ceffion  :  and  fince  the  prefumed  heir  could  not  but 
be  perfectly  fecure  of  the  other  party  y  whole  great  - 
eft  avowed  grievance  was  the  pretended  danger  o£ 
his  future  rights;  k  might  therefore  furely  have 
been  worth  his  while,  to  have  made  at  leaftone  ftep 
towards  cultivating  a  fair  correfpondence  with  the 
power  in  poficfiion.  Neither  could  thofe,  who  are 
called  his  friends,  have  blamed  him,  or  with  the 
leaft  decency  enter  into  any  engagements  for  defeat- 
ing his  title. 

But  why  may  aot  the  reafons  of  this  proceeding 
in  the  elector  be  directly  contrary  to  what  is  com- 
monly imagined  ?  Methinks  I  could  endeavour  to 
believe,  that  his  Highnefs  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  both  parties  ;  is  convinced,  that  no  true  mem- 
ber of  the  church  of  England  can  eafily  be  fhaken 
in  his  principles  of  loyalty,  or  forget  the  obligation 
of  an  oath,  by  any  provocation  :  That  thefe  are 
therefore  the  people  he  intends  to  rely  upon,  and 
keeps  only  fair  with  the  others^  from  a  true  notion 
he  hath  of  their  doctrines,  which  prompt  them  to 
forget  their  duty  upon  every  motive  of  intereil  or 
ambition.  If  this  conjecture  be  right,  his  Highnefs 
cannot  fure  but  entertain  a  very  high  efteem  of  fuch 
minifters,  who  continue  to  act  under  the  dread  and 
appearance  of  a  fuccelTor's  utmoft  dif'pleafure,  and 
the  threats  of  an  enraged  faction,  whom  he  is  fup- 
pofed  alone  to  favour,  and  to  be  guided  entirely  in 
his  judgement  of  Britifh  afniirs  and  perfons  by  their 
opinions. 

But  to  return  from  this  digrefllon  :  the  prefence 
of  that  infant  prince  *  among  us  could  not,  I  think, 

*  The  infant  prince  was  the  fon  of  the  eleftora!  prince  of  Hanover 
who  mi^ht  DC  chofen  to  afide  here  in  con/equeme  of  the  Memorial* 
Step.  351. 
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in  any  fort,  be  inconfiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the 
Queen;  he  would  be  in  no  danger  of  being  corrup- 
ted in  his  principles,  or  expoftd  in  his  per/on  by 
vicious  companions  ;  he  conld  be  at  the  head  of  no 
factious  clubs  and  cabals,  nor  be  attended  by  a  hi- 
red rabble,  which  his  flatterers  might  reprefent  as 
popularity.  He  would  have  none  of  that  impuience 
which  the  frailty  of  human  nature  gives  to  expect- 
ing heirs.  Thers  would  be  no  pretence  for  men  to' 
make  their  court  by  affecting  German  modes  and 
refinements  in  drefs  or  behaviour  :  nor  would  there 
be  an  occafion  of  iniinuating  to  him,  how  much 
more  his  levee  was  frequented  than  the  ami  cham- 
bers of  St.  James's.  Add  to  all  this,  the  advanta- 
ges of  being  educated  in  our  religion,  laws,  lan- 
guage, manners,  nature  of  the  government,  eaclv 
fp  very  different  from  thofe  he  would  leave  behind. 
By  which  likewife  he  might  be  highly  ufeful  to  his 
father,  if  that  prince  fhould  happen  to  furvive  her 
Majefty. 

The  late  King  William,  who,  after  his  marriage 
with  the  lady  Mary  of  England,  could  have  no 
probable  expectation  of  the  crown,  and  very  little  e- 
ven  of  being  a  Queen's  hufband,  (the  Duke  of  York 
having  a  young  wife,)  was  no  ilranger  to  our  lan- 
guage or  manners,  and  went  often  to  the  chapel 
of  his  princefs;  which  I  obferve  the  rather,  becaufe 
I  could  heartily  wifh  the  fame  difpodtion  were  in 
another  court,  and  becaufe  it  may  be  difagreeable 
to  a  prince  to  take  up  new  doctrines  on  a  fudden, 
or  fpeak  to  his  fubjects  by  an  interpreter. 

An  ill-natured  or  inquifitive  man  may  flill,  per- 
haps, deflre  to  pivfs  the  queftion  farther,  by  aik- 
ing,  what  is  to  be  done,  in  cafe  it  mould  fo  happen, 
that  this  malevolent  working  party  at  home  hath. 
credit  enough  with  the  court  of  Hanover,  to  conti- 
nue the  fuipicion,  jealoufy,  and  uncaiinefs  thsre 
againft  the  Queen  and  her  miniftry  ;  to  make  fuch 
demands  be  ilill  infilled  on,  as  are  by  no  means- 

G  g  3  th 
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thought  proper  to  be   complied  with  ;  and   in  the 
mean  time  toftand  at  arms  length  with  her  IVLjefty, 
and  in  clofe  conjunction  with  thofe  *vho  oppofe  her. 
I  take  the  anlvver  to  be  eafy  ;   in  all  contefts,  the 
fafeft  way  is  to  put  thofe  we  dilpute  with,   as  much 
in  the  wrong  as  we  can.     When  her  Majefty  ihall 
have  offered  fuch  or  the  like  conct  ffions  as  I  have 
above  mentioned,  in  order  to  remove  thofe  fcruples, 
artificially  raifed  in  the  mind  of  the  expectant  heir, 
and  to  divide  him  from  that  faction  by  which  he  is 
iuppofed  to   have    been   milled  ;   (he   hath  done   as 
much  as  any  prince  can  do,   and  more  than   any 
other  would  probab'y  do  in   her  cafe ;   and  will  be 
jaftified   before   God   and   man,    whatever  be   the 
event.     The  equitable  part  of  thofe  who  now  fide 
again  ft  the  court,  will  probably  be  more  temperate; 
and,  if  a  due  difpatch  be  made  in  placing  the  civil 
•and  military  power  in    the  hands  of   fuch   as  wifU 
well  to  the  confiitution,  it  cannot  be  any  way  for 
the  quiet  or  intereft  of  a  fucceiTor  to  gratify  fo  fmall 
a.  f.i£tion,  as  will  probably  then  remain,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  a  much  more  numerous  and  considerable 
part   of  his   lubjecls      Neither  do   I   fee   how  the 
principles  ot  iuch  a  party,  either  in  religion  or  go- 
Ternment,    will    prove   very   agreeable,    becaufe   I 
think  Luther  and  Calvin  feeni  to  have  differed  as 
much  as  any  two  aTiong   the   reformers  :   and  be- 
caufe a  German  prince  will  probably  be  fufpicious 
of  thofe  who  think  they  can  never  deprefs  the  pre- 
rogative enough. 

But  fuppofing,  once  for  all,  as  far  as  poffible, 
that  the  Elector  fliould  utterly  refufe  to  be  upon 
any  terms  of  confidence  with  the  prefent  miniftry, 
and  all  others  of  their  principles,  as  enemies  to  him 
and  the  fucceflion  ;  nor  enfy  with  the  Qiieen  her- 
felf,  but  upon  fuch  conditions  as  will  not  be 
thought  confident  with  her  fafety  and  honour ; 
and  continue  to  place  all  his  hopes  and  truft  in  the 
difcontented  party  :  I  think  it  were  humbly  to  be 

wiftied, 
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wifhed,  that  whenever  the  fuccefllon  iliall  take  place, 
the  alterations  intended  by  the  new  prince  mould  be 
made  by  himfelf,  and  not  by  his  deputies ;  becaufe 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  claufe  empowering  the 
iucceflbr  to  appoint  a  latent  unlimited  number,  ad- 
ditional to  the  feven  regents  named  in  the  acr,  went 
upon  a  fuppolition,  that  the  fecret  committee  would 
be  of  fuch,  whofc  enmity  and  contrary  principles 
difpofed  them  to  confound  the  reft.  King  William, 
whole  title  was  much  more  controverted  than  that 
of  her  Majefty's  fucceilbr  can  ever  probably  be,  did 
for  leveral  years  leave  the  adminiftration  of  the 
kingdom  in  the  hands  of  Lords  Juftices,  during  the 
height  of-  a  war,  and  while  the  abdicated  prince 
himfelf  was  frequently  attempting  an  invafion  :  from 
whence  one  might  imagine,  that  the  regents  ap- 
pointed by  parliament  upon  the  demile  of  the 
crown,  would  be  able  to  keep  the  peace  during  an 
abfence  of  a  few  weeks  without  any  colleagues. 
However,  I  am  pretty  confident  that  the  only  rea- 
Ibn,  why  a  power  was  given  of  chufing  dormant 
viceroys,  was  to  take  away  all  pretence  of  a  necifli- 
ty  to  invite  over  any  of  the  family  here,  during  her 
Majefty's  life.  So  that  I  do  not  well  apprehend  what 
arguments  the  Elector  can  ufe  to  infift  upon  both. 
To  conclude,  the  only  \vay  of  fecuring  the  con- 
ftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  and  confequently  this 
very  Proteftant  fucceilion  itfelf,  will  be  by  leflening 
the  power  of  our  domeftic  adverfaries  as  much  as 
can  pofllbly  confift  with  the  lenity  of  our  govern- 
ment ;  and  if  this  be  not  fpeedily  done,  it  will  be 
eafy  to  point  where  the  nation  is  to  fix  the  blame  ; 
for  we  are  well  allured,  that  fince  the  account  her 
Majefty  received  of  the  cabals,  the  triumphs,  the 
infolent  behaviour  of  the  whole  faction  during  her 
late  illnefs  at  Windibr,  the  hath  been  as  willing  to 
fee  them  deprived  of  all  power  to  do  mifchief,  as 
any  of  her  moft  zealous  and  loyal  fubjecls  can  de- 
fire. 

THOUGHTS 
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THOUGHTS  on  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS. 

WE  have  juft  enough  religion  to  make  us  hare, 
but  not  enough  to  make  us  love  one  ano- 
ther. 

Reflect  on  things  paft,  as  wars,  negotiations, 
factions,  &c.  we  enter  fo  little  into  thofe  interefts, 
that  we  wonder  how  men  could  poffibly  be  fo  bufy 
and  concerned  for  things  fo  tranfitory  ;  look  on  the 
prefent  times,  we  find  the  fame  humour,  yet  won- 
der not  at  all. 

A  wife  man  endeavours,  by  confidering  all  cir- 
cumftances,  to  make  conjectures,  and  form  con-- 
clufions ;  but  the  fmalleft  accident  inttrveening, 
(and  in  the  courfe  of  affairs  it  is  impoilible  to  fore- 
fee  all,)  does  often  produce  fuch  turns  and  changes, 
that  at  laft  he  is  juft  fo  much  in  doubt  of  events  as 
the  moft  ignorant  and  unexperienced  perfon. 

Pofitivenefs  is  a  good  quality  for  preachers  and 
orators,  becaufe  he  that  would  obtrude  his  thoughts 
and  reaions  upon  a  multitude,  will  convince  ethers 
the  more,  as  he  appears  convinced  himfelf. 

How  is  it  poffible  to  exptet  that  mankind  will 
take  advice,  when  they  will  not  fo  much  as  take 
warning  ? 

I  forget  whether  advice  be  among  the  loft  things 
which  Ariftotle  fays  are  to  be  found  in  the  moon  ; 
that  and  time  ought  to  have  been  there 

No  preacher  is  liftened  to  but  time,  which  gives 
us  the  fame  train  and  turn  of  thought  that  eider 
people  have  tried  in  vain  to  put  into  our  heads  be- 
fore. 

When  we  defire  or  follicit  any  thing,  our  minds 
run  wholly  on  ihe  good  fide  or  circumstances  of  it; 

when, 
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•when  it  is  obtained,  our  minds  run  wholly  on  the 
bad  ones. 

In  a  glafs-houfe  the  workmen  often  fling  in  a 
final  1  quantity  of  frefh  coals,  which  feems  to  dif- 
tui  b  the  fire,  but  very  much  enlivens  it.  This  feems 
to  allude  to  a  gentle  ftirring  of  the  paflions,  that 
the  mind  may  not  languifh. 

Religion  feems  to  have  grown  an  infant  with  age, 
and  requires  miracles  to  nurie  it  as  it  had  in  its  in- 
fancy. 

All  fits  of  pleafure  are  balanced  by  an  equal  de- 
gree of  pain  or  languor;  it  is  like  fpending  this  year 
part  of  the  next  year's  revenue. 

The  latter  part  of  a  wife  man's  life  is  taken  upf 
in  curing  the  follies,  prejudices,  and  falfc  opinions 
he  had  contracted  in  the  former. 

Would  a  writer  know  how  to  behave  himfelf 
with  relation  to  pofterity,  let  him  confider  in  old 
books  what  he  finds  that  he  is  glad  to  know,  and 
what  omiffions  he  morr  laments. 

Whatever  the  poets  pretend,  it  is  plain  they  give 
immortality  to  none  but  themfelves  :  it  is  Homer 
and  Virgil  we  reverence  and  admire,  not  Achilles 
or  ./Eneas.  With  hiftorians  it  is  quite  the  contrary; 
our  thoughts  are  taken  up  with  the  actions,  and 
events  we  read,  and  we  little  regard  the  authors. 

When  a  true  genius  appears  in  the  word,  you 
may  know  him  by  this  fign,  that  the  dunces  are  all 
in  confederacy  againft  him. 

Men  who  poffefs  all  the  advantages  of  life,  are 
in  a  tlate  where  there  are  many  accidents  to  difor- 
der  and  difcompofe,  but  few  to  pleafe  them. 

It  is  unwife  to  punifh  cowards  with  ignominy; 
for  if  they  had  regarded  that,  they  would  not  have 
been  cowards :  death  is  their  proper  puniiliment, 
becaufe  they  fear  it  moil. 

The   greateft   inventions  were  produced   in   the 
times  of  ignorance ;  as  the  ufe  of  the  compafs,  gun- 
powder, 
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powder,  and  printing ;  and  by  the  dulled  nation, 
as  the  Germans. 

One  argument  to  prove,  that  the  common  rela- 
tions of  ghofts  and  fpeclres  are  generally  falfe,  may 
be  drawn  from  the  opinion  held,  that  fpirits  are 
never  feen  by  more  than  one  perfon  at  a  time  ;  that 
is  to  fay  it  ieldom  happens  to  abive  one  perfon  ia 
a  company,  to  be  poffeiTed  with  any  high  degree 
of  fpieen  or  melancholy. 

I  am  apt  to  think,  that  in  the  day  of  judgement 
there  will  be  fmall  allowance  given  to  the  wife  for 
their  want  of  morals,  and  to  the  ignorant  for  their 
want  of  faith,  becaufe  both  are  without  excufe. 
This  renders  the  advantages  equal  of  ignortnce  and 
knowledge.  But  fome  fcruples  in  the  wife,  and 
fome  vices  in  the  ignorant,  will  perhaps  be  forgiven 
upon  the  ftrength  of  temptation,  to  each. 

The  value  of  feveral  circumftances  in  ftory  leflens 
Tery  much  by  diftance  of  time,  though  fome  mi- 
nute circumftances  are  very  valuable;  and  it  re- 
quires great  judgement  in  a  writer  to  diftinguifh. 

It  is  grown  a  word  of  courfe,  for  writers  to  fay, 
This  critical  age,  as  divines  fay,  This  finful  age. 

It  is  pleafant  to  obferve  how  free  the  prefent  age 
is  in  laying  taxes  on  the  next :  Future  ages  Jball  talk 
of  this  ;  this  Jball  be  famous  to  all  pcfterity:  whereas 
their  time  and  thoughts  will  be  taken  up  about  pre- 
fent things,  as  ours  are  now. 

The  cameleon,  who  is  fakl  to  feed  upon  nothing 
but  air,  hath  of  all  amimls  the  nimbleft  tongue. 

When  a  man  is  made  a  fpiritual  peer  he  lofes  his 
firname  ;  when  a -temporal,  his  chirftian  name. 

It  is  in  dilputes  as  in  armies,  where  the  weaker 
fide  fets  up  falfc  lights,  and  makes  a  great  noife,  to 
make  the  enemy  believe  them  more  numerous  and 
flrong  than  they  really  are. 

Some  men,  under  the  notions  of  weeding  out 
prejudices,  eradicate  virtue,  honefty,  and  religion., 

la  all  well  inftuuted  commonwealths,  care  has 

been 
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been  taken  to  limit  mens  poilcffions  ;  which  is  done 
for  many  reaibns,  and  among  the  reft,  for  one 
which  perhaps  is  not  often  confidered,  that  when 
.hounds  are  iet  to  mens  defires,  after  they  have  ac- 
quired as  much  as  the  laws  will  permit  them,  their 
private  intereft  is  at  an  end,  and  they  have  nothing 
to  do  but  take  care  of  the  public. 

There  are  but  three  ways  for  a  man  to  revenge 
hitnlelf  of  the  cenfure  of  the  world  ;  to  defpife  it,  to 
return  the  like,  or  to  endeavour  to  live  fo  as  to 
avoid  it :  the  firft  of  thefe  is  ulually  pretended,  the 
laft  is  almoft  impoffible,  the  univerial  practice  is  for 
the  iecond. 

Herodotus  tells  us,  that  in  cold  countries  beafts 
very  feldom  have  horns,  but  in  hot  they  have  very 
large  ones.  This  might  bear  a  very  plealant  appli- 
cation. 

I  never  heard  a  finer  piece  of  fatiie  againft 
lawyers,  than  that  of  aftrologers,  when  they  pre- 
tend by  rules  of  art  to  tell  when  a  fuit  will  end,  and 
whether  to  the  advantage  of  the  plaintiff  or  defend- 
ant ;  thus  making  the  matter  depend  entirely  upon 
the  influence  of  the  ftars,  without  the  leaft  regard 
to  the  merits  of  the  caufe, 

The  expreffion  in  Apocrypha,  about  Tobit  and 
his  dog  following  him,  I  have  often  heard  ridicu- 
led, yet  Homer  has  the  fame  words  of  Telemachus 
more  than  once ;  and  Virgil  fays  fomething  like  it 
of  Evander.  And  I  take  the  book  of  Tobit  to  be 
partly  poetical. 

I  have  known  fome  men  poflefTed  of  good  quali  - 
ties,  which  were  very  ferviceable  to  others,  but  ufe- 
lefs  to  themfelves  ;  like  a  fun-dial  on  the  front  of  a 
houfe,  to  inform  the  neighbours  and  DdHengers, 
-but  not  the  owner  within. 

If  a  man  would  regifter  all  his  opinions  upon 
love,  politics,  religion,  learning,  £c.  beginning 
from  his  youth,  and  fo  go  on  to  old  age,  what  a 

bundle 
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bundle  of  inconfiftencies  and  contradictions  would 
appear  at  laft  ? 

What  they  do  in  heaven  we  are  ignorant  of;  what 
they  do  not  we  are  told  exprefly,  that  they  neither 
marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage. 

When  a  man  obferves  the  choice  of  ladies  now 
a-days  in  the  difpenling  of  their  favours,  can  he 
forbear  paying  fome  veneration  to  the  memory 
of  thofe  mares  mentioned  by  Xenophon  *,  who, 
while  their  manes  were  on,  that  is,  while  they  were 
in  their  beauty,  would  never  admit  the  embraces  of 
an  afs. 

It  is  a  miferable  thing  to  live  in  fufpence  ;  it  is  the 
life  of  a  fpider. 

Vive  quidem,  pende  tamen,  improba,  dixit. 

Ovid.  Metam. 

The  Stoical  fcheme  of  fupplying  our  wants  by 
lopping  off  our  deiires,  is  like  cutting  off  our  feet 
when  we  want  (hoes. 

Phyftcians  ought  not  to  give  their  judgement  of 
religion,  for  the  fame  reafon  that  butchers  are  not 
admitted  to  be  jurors  upon  life  and  death. 

The  reafon,  why  fo  few  marriages  are  happy,  is 
becaufe  young  ladies  fpend  their  time  in  making 
nets,  not  in  making  cages. 

If  a  man  will  obferve  as  he  walks  the  ftreets,  I 
believe  he  will  find  the  merrieft  countenances  in 
mourning  coaches. 

Nothing  more  unqualifies  2  man  to  act  with  pru- 
dence, than  a  misfortune  that  is  attended  with  fliamc 
and  guilt. 

The  power  of  fortune  is  confefTed  only  by  the 
miserable  ;  for  the  happy  impute  all  their  fuccefs  to 
prudence  or  merit. 

Ambition  often  purs  men  upon  doing  the  mean- 
eft  offices  :  fo  climbing  is  performed  in  the  fame 
pofture  with  creeping. 

*  De  Re  Equeftri. 

I  111 
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111  company  is  like  a  dog,  who  dirts  thofe  mod 
whom  he  loves  beft. 

Cenfure  is  the  tax  a  man  pays  to  the  public  for 
being  em-nent. 

Although  men  are  accufed  for  not  knowing  their 
own  weaknefs,  yet  perhaps  as  few  know  their  own 
ftrength.  It  is  in  men  as  in  foils,  where  fometimes 
there  is  a  vein  of  gold  which  the  owner  knows  not 
of. 

Satire  is  reckoned  the  eafieft  of  all  wit ;  but  I  take 
it  to  be  other  wife  in  very  bad  times  :  for  it  is  as 
hard  to  fatirize  well  a  man  of  distinguished  vices, 
as  to  praife  well  a  man  of  diftinguimed.  virtues. 
It  is  eafy  enough  to  do  either  to  people  of  moderate 
ch  jracters. 

Invention  is  the  talent  of  youth,  and  judgement 
of  age;  fo  that  our  judgement  grows  harder  to 
pleaff,  when  we  have  fe^er  things  to  offer  it  :  this 
goes  through  the  whole  commerce  of  life.  When 
v/e  are  old,  our  friends  find  it  difficult  to  pleafe  us, 
and  are  Icfs  concerned  whether  we  be  pleafed  or 
no. 

No  wife  man  ever  wifhcd  to  be  younger. 
An  idle  reafon  leflcns  the  weight  ot   the  good 
ones  you  gave  before. 

The  motives  of  the  beft  actions  will  not  bear  too 
ftrict  an  inquiry.  It  is  allowed,  that  the  caufe  of 
moll  actions,  good  or  bad,  may  be  refolved  into 
the  love  of  ourfelves;  but  the  felf-love  of  fome  men 
inclines  them  to  pleafe  others ;  and  the  felf-love  of 
others  is  wholly  emp'oyed  in  pleafing  themfelves. 
This  makes  the  greitdiftinction  between  virtue,  and 
vice.  Religion  is  the  beft  motive  of  all  actions,  yet 
religion  is  allowed  to  be  the  higheft  inftance  of  felf- 
love. 

When  the  world  has  once  begun  to  ufe  us  ill,  it 

afterwards   continues  the  fame   treatment  with  lefs 

fcruple  or  ceremony,   as  men  do  to  a  whore. 

Old  men  view  beft  at  a  diftance  with  the   eyes 
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of  their  understanding  as  well  as  with  thofe  of  na- 
ture 

Some  people  take  more  care  to  hide  their  wif- 
dom  than  their  folly. 

Arbitrary  power  is  the  natural  object  of  temptati* 
en  to  a  prince,  as  wine  or  women  to  a  young  fel- 
low, or  a  bribe  to  a  j  udge,  or  avarice  to  old  age, 
or  vanity  to  a  woman. 

Anthony  Henley's  farmer  dying  of  an  afthma* 
faid,  Well,  if  I  can  get  this  breath  once  out,  I'll 
take  care  it  fiiall  never  get  in  again. 

The  humour  of  exploding  many  things  under 
the  name  of  trifles,  fopperies,  and  only  imaginary 
goods,  is  a  very  falfe  proof  either  of  wifdom  or 
magnanimity,  and  a  great  check  to  virtuous  acti- 
ons. For  inftance,  with  regard  to  fame,  there  is 
in  moft  people  a  reluctance  and  unwillingness  to  be 
forgotten.  We  obferve  even  among  the  vulgar, 
how  fond  they  are  to  have  an  infcription  over  their 
grave.  It  requires  but  little  philofophy  to  difcover 
and  obfewe  that  there  is  no  intrinfic  value  in  all 
this ;  however,  if  it  be  founded  in  our  nature,  as 
an  incitement  to  virtue,  it  ought  not  to  be  ridicul- 
ed. 

Complaint  is  the  largeft  tribute  heaven  receives, 
and  the  fincereft  part  of  our  devotion. 

The  common  fluency  of  fpeech  in  many  men, 
and  moft  women,  is  owing  to  a  fcarcity  of  matter, 
and  a  fcarcity  of  words  ;  for  whoever  is  a  matter 
of  language,  and  hath  a  mind  full  of  ideas,  will  be 
apt  in  fpeaking  tohelitate  upon  the  choice  of  both  : 
•whereas  common  fpeakers  have  only  one  fet  of  i- 
deas,  and  one  fet  of  words  to  clothe  them  in  ;  and 
thefe  are  always  ready  at  the  mouth  :  fo  people 
come  fafter  out  of  a  church  when  it  is  almoft  emp- 
ty, than  when  a  croud  is  at  the  door. 

Few  are  qualified  to  fhine  in  company ;  but  it  is 
in  moft  mens  power  to  be  agreeable.  The  reafon 
therefore,  why  converfation  runs  fo  low  at  prefent, 

is 
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Is  not  the  defect  of  underftanding,  but  pride,  \M~ 
nity,  ill-nature,  affectation,  fingulariiy,  pofitive- 
nefs,  or  fome  other  vice,  the  effect  of  a  wrong  e- 
ducation. 

To  be  vain  is  rather  a  mark  of  humility  than 
pride.  Vain  men  delight  in  telling  what  honours- 
have  been  done  them,  what  great  company  they 
have  kept,  and  the  like  ;  by  which  they  plainly 
confefs  that  thefe  honours  were  more  than  their 
due,  and  fuch  as  their  friends  would  not  believe 
if  they  had  not  been  told  :  whereas  a  man  truly 
proud  thinks  the  greateft  honours  below  his  merit, 
and  confequently  Tcorns  to  bo.ift.  I  therefore  de- 
liver it  as  a  maxim,  that  whoever  defires  the  cha- 
racter of  a  proud  man,  ought  to  conceal  his  vani- 

<y- 

Law,  in  a  free  country,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the 
determination  of  the  majority  of  thofe  who  have 
property  in  land. 

One  argument  ufed  to  the  difadvantage  of  pro- 
vidence, I  take  to  be  a  very  ftrong  one  in  its  de- 
fence. It  is  objected,  that  ftorms  and  tempefts, 
unfruitful  feafons,  ferpents,  fpiders,  flies,  and  o-_ 
ther  noxious  or  troubleforne  animals,  with  many 
more  inftances  of  the  like  kind,,  difcover  an  imper- 
fection in  nature,  becaufe  human  life  would  be 
much  eafier  without  them  :  but  the  defign  of  pro- 
vidence may  clearly  be  perceived  in  this  proceeding. 
The  motions  of  the  fun  and  moon  ;  in  fhort,  the 
whole  fyftem  of  theuniverfe,  as  far  as  philofophersj 
have  been  able  to  difcover  and  cbferve,  are  in  the 
utmoft  degree  of  regularity  and  perfection;  but 
wherever  God  hath  left  to  man  the  power  of  inter- 
pofiog  a  remedy  by  thought  or  labour,  there  he 
hath  placed  things  in  a  flate  of  imperfection  on 
purpofe  to  ftir  up  human  indufiry,  without  which 
life  would  ftagnate,  or  indeed  rather  could  no:  fub- 
fill  at  all  :  Curis  acuunt  mytalia  cor  da. . 

Praife  is  the  daughter  ot  prefent  power. 

H  h.  2-  How 
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How  inconfiftent  is  man  with  himfelf  ? 

I  have  known  feveral  peiTons  of  great  f.»me  for 
wifdom  in  public  affairs  and  councils  governed  by 
fcolifh  fervants. 

I  have  known  great  minlders,  diftingulfhed  for 
wit  and  learning,  who  preferred  none  but  dunces. 

I  have  known  men  of  great  valour  cowards  to 
their  wives. 

1  have  known  men  of  the  greateft  cunning  per- 
petually cheated. 

I  knew  three  great  minifter?,  who  could  exactly 
compute  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  a  kingdom,  but 
were  wholly  ignorant  of  their  own  oeconomy. 

The  preaching  of  divines  helps  to  preferve  well- 
inclined  men  in  the  courfe  of  virtue,  but  feldom  or 
never  reclaims  the  vicious. 

Princes  ufually  make  wifer  choices  than  the  fer- 
•vants  whom  they  truft  for  the  difpofal  of  places.  I 
have  known  a  prince,  more  than  once,  chu<e  an 
able  niinifter  ;  but  I  never  obferved  that  minifter 
to%u!e  his  credit  in  the  difpofal  of  an  employment 
to  a  perfon  whom  he  thought  the  rmeft  for  it. 
One  of  the  greateft  in  this  age  owned  and  excuied 
the  matter  from  the  violence  of  parties,  and  the  un- 
reafonablenefs  of  friends. 

Small  caufes  are  Sufficient  to  make  2  man  uneafy, 
when  great  ones  are  not  in  the  way  :  for  want  of  a 
block  he  will  Humble  at  a  ilraw. 

Dignity,  hiph  ffotion,  cr  great  riches,  are  in 
fome  fort  neceflary  to  old  men,  in  order  to  keep 
the  younger  at  a  diftance,  v.  ho  are  othenviie  too 
apt  10  inlult  them  upon  the  (core  of  their  age. 

Etfery  man  dtfires  to  live  long  ;  but  no  man 
would  be  old.  Love  of  Mattery  in  moft  men  pro- 
ceeds from  the  mean  opinion  they  have  of  them- 
felves  ;.  in  women  from  the  contrary. 

If  books  and  laws  continue  to  increafe  as  they 
have  done  for  fifty  years  pnft,  I  am  in  fome  con- 
cern 
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cern  for  future  ages,  how  any  man  will  be  karned, 
or  any  man  a  lawyer. 

Kings  are  commonly  (aid  to  have  long  hands  ;  I 
wifli  they  had  as  long  ears. 

Princes  in  their  infancy,  childhood  and  youth, 
are  faid  to  clifcover  prodigious  parts  and  wit,  to 
fpeak  things  that  furprile  and  aftonifh  :  ftrangc,  <b 
many  hopeful  princes,  and  fo  many  ihame  ul 
kings  !  If  they  happen  to  die  young,  they  \\  ould 
have  been  prodigies  of  wifdom  and  virtue  :  if  they 
live,  they  are  often  prodigies  indeed,  but  of  ano- 
ther forr. 

Politics,  as  the  word  is  commonly  underftood, 
are  nothing  but  corruptions,  and  confequently  of 
no  ufe  to  a  good  king,  or  a  good  miniftry  ;  for 
\vhich  reaion  courts  are  fo  over-run  with  politics. 

Silenus,  the  foftcr-fathcr  of  Bacchus,  is  always 
carried  by  an  afs,  and  has  hums  on  his  head.  The 
moral  is,  that  drunkards  are  led  by  fools,  and  have 
a  great  chance  to  be  cuckolds. 

Venus,  a  beautiful  good-natured  lady,  was  the 
goddefs  of  love  ;  Juno,  a  terrible  fhrew,  the  god- 
defs  of  marriage ;  and  they  were  always  mortal  e- 
ne.nies. 

Thofe  who  are  ag?.3nft  religion,  muft  needs  be 
fools  :  and  therefore  we  read,  that,  of  all  animals, 
God  refused  the  firft-born  of  an  afs. 

A  very  little  wit  is  valued  in  a  woman,  as  we  are 
pltafcd  wkh  a  few  words  /poken  plain  by  a  p.irrot. 

A  nice  man  is  a  man  o'f  nafty  ideas. 

Apollo  was  held  the  god  of~  ph}fic,  and  fender 
of  dileafes.  Both  were  originally  the  fame  trade, 
and  ftill  continue. 

Old  men  and  comets  have  been  reverenced  for 
the  fame  reason  ;  their  long  beards,  and  pretences 
to  foretel  events. 

A  perfon  was  afktd  at  court  whnt  he  thought  of 
an  ambaffador.  and  his  train,  who  were  all  em- 
broidery and  lace,  full  of  bows,  cringes,  and  gef- 

H  h  3  tures 
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tures  ;  he  faid  it  was  Solomon's  importation,  gold 
and  apes. 

There  is  a  ftory  in  Paufanias  of  a  plot  for  betray- 
ing of  a  city  difcovered  by  the  braying  of  an  afs  s, 
the  cackling  of  gee fe  flived  the  capitol,  and  Cata- 
line's  confpiracy  was  difcovered  by  a  whore.  Thefe 
are  the  only  three  animals,  as  far  as  I  remember, 
famous  in  hiftory  as  evidences  and  informers. 

Moft  forts  of  diveriion  in  men,  children,  and 
other  animals,  are  an  imitation  of  fighting. 

Auguftus  meeting  an  afs  with  a  lucky  name, 
foretold  himfelf  good  fortune.  I  meet  many  afTes 
but  none  of  them  have  lucky  names. 

If  a  man  makes  me  keep  my  diftance,  the  com- 
fort is,  he  keeps  his  at  the  fame  time. 

Who  can  deny  that  all   men   are  violent  lovers - 
of  truth,  when  we  fee  them  fo  poCtive.in  their  er- 
rors, which  they  will  maintain  out  of  their  zeal  to, 
truth,    although   they  contradict  themfelves  every 
day  of  their  lives  ? 

That  was  excellently  obferved,.  fay  I,  when  I 
read  a  paflage  in  an  author,  where  his  opinion  a- 
grees  with  mine.  When  we  differ,  there  I  pro- 
nounce him  to  be  miftaken. 

Very  few  men,  properly  fpeaking,  live  at  pre* 
cnt,  but  are  providing  to  live  another  lime. 

As  univerfal  a  practice  as  lying  is,  and  as  eafy  a 
one  as  it  feems,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard 
three  good  lies  in  all  my  converfation,  even  from 
thofe  who  were  moil  celebrated  in  that  faculty. 


The  End  of  the  FIFTH  VOLUME,. 


